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CHAP. VII. 


From the total Deſtruction of Jeruſalem, to 
the Beginning of the ſecond General Per ſe- 
cut ion of the Church, under the Emperor 
Domitian. 


Containing the Space of near 25 Tears. 


HE Fews were now an accurſed aban- A. D. 

aj don'd People, without Scepter, without 70. 

Sacrifice, without Altar, without E- Veſp. 

"I phod ; yet ſtill they retain'd their Cir- __ 
 cumcifion, their Sabbath, their Paſchal = 

Lamb, and ſome other Ceremonies, as 

a Mark that God had left upon them, 

as he once did upon Cain, that they might not be wholly 

exterminated. And thus they were diſtinguiſh'd, and like- 

wiſe diſpers'd through all Nations, that the whole World 

might be Witneſſes of their Puniſhment and Obſtinacy ; 

and that they might be as Eſau, Servants to the true [/rae/ 

the Chriſtians, in beiring and tranſmitting the Holy Scrip- 

tures; not for their own Advantage, but for a Teſtimo- 

ny of the Truth, againſt the Pagazs and Themſelves. Aud Mar.24, 

now the Chriſtians began to lift up their Heads with Con- 31-34 

fidence, after their ſevere Perſecutions, being afſur'd of an —— 

approaching Summer, and a certain Redemption; and know- Luke 21. 

ing that the Kingdom of God was even at their Doors. 232. 

For God had now ſent his Miniſters with the Trumpet of 

his Goſpel, to gather together his Choſen People in the 

utmoſt Parts of the World; all which, as our Saviour told 

his Diſciples, ſhould be accompliſh'd before one Generati- 

on paſs'd away. So that Chritianity now flouriſh'd, and 
VOI. II. "od | in- 
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and Biſhops were plac'd in all great Cities in the Roman 


of Rome, where Linus, and after him Cletas or Anacletus ſuc- 


Cent. I. Eccleſraftical Hiſlory. Book II. 


increas'd more than ever; and Churches were eſtabliſh'd, 


Empire. In Antioch, Evodius the Biſhop: of that City dying 
he was this Year ſucceeded by the famous [gnatims call'd 
Ep mbar a Diſciple of St. John's; yet firſt ordain'd into 
this Church by St. Paul, as Evodins was by St. Peter, ac- 
cording to the Author of the Apoſtolick Conſtitutions: 
Which is no ways contrary to Probability, fince many have 
obſery'd, that where St. Peter and St. Paul preach'd, and 
founded a Church in the ſame City; one being an Apoſtle 
of the Circumciſion, and the other of the Uncircumciſion, 
the Church was divided into two Cætus, or Aſſemblies, un- 
der their reſpective Biſhops. In this City both the Apoſtles 
laying the Foundation, each committed the SuperſtruQture 
to a diſtin Succeſſor, Evodius ſucceeding St. Peter, and Jg- 
natius St. Paul; till Evodius dying, about the time of the 
Deſtruction of Ferzſalem, when the Diſtinction between the 
Jeuiſh and Gentile Converts began to fail, there was a 
Coalition of both the Cætus under the ſurviving Biſhop - 
natius. So Dionyſius of Corinth ſeems to imply, was his 
Church founded; and ſo without doubt was the Church 


ceeded St. Paul, and Clement St. Peter, till at length both the 
C2; had their Union under Clement; which naturally ſolves 
all the Difficulties, of the firſt Succeſſion in many Churches. 
Titus having | finiſh'd. bis great Work, and winter'd at 
Cæſarea, went to Berytas and. Antioch, and from thence 
turn'd back to Alexandria, in order to go for Rome. In 
this Journey, be paſs'd by the Ruins of Jeruſalem u 
the Sight of which, he could not but deplore the Loſs of 
that noble City; curſing the Sediticus, and lamenting that 
his Virtue ſhould be made known, by the Calamity of that 
miſerable People, At Rome all Mens Mouths, were fill'd 
with the Praiſes of Tiras, who had ſhewn himſelf ſo expert 
a Soldier and Commander; and a Triumph. was decreed 
by the Senate, both for him aud his Father, who had fo 
bravely, manag'd the Beginning of the Feuiſßb War. Tita, 
being return'd to Nome, was receiv'd with the univerſal 
Applauſes of the whole City, and about the end of the 
Month April, both the Father and the Son enter'd upon 
their Triumphs, which was as ſolemn and magnificent as 
Rome ever ſaw. For the Spectacles there exhibited both 
for Number, Variety and Charge, were admirable in al! 
things which Human Invention could poſſibly ſupply; and 
all Things that ever were eſteem'd valuable, or beautifu 
among Perſons abuunding in Wealth and Pcoſperity, ere 
that 
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that Day expos'd in the Triumph; largely diſplaying the 
wonderful Power, and Magnificence 25 75 
mong the rich and glorious Spoils, were expos'd fncredi- 
ble Quantities of Gold taken out of the Temple; after 
which was Carry'd the Body of the Few!ſþ Law, the laſt, 
and not the leaſt remarkable of all the Spoils. In this Tri- 
umph Simon was ignominiouſſy dragg'd along with a Rope 
about his Neek, and afterwards ſlain, Trt#5 had a Trium- 
phal-Arch erected to his Honour, of extraordinary Beaut 
and Workmanſhip, deſcribing all his noble Exploits again 


the „7 which to this Day continues almoſt intire, as a 


laſting Monument againſt that impious and perverſe Nati- 
on. Yeſpafian likewiſe began a new Temple to Peace, to 
contain the Jewißß Spoils ; and now having quieted all 


Nations, as well as the Fews, he ſhut up the Temple of 
Janus, in token of an univerſal Peace, it having ſtood o- 


en about five Years. And thus after the moſt dreadful 
torm that ever hapned, 'and the moſt ſignal Vengeance, 
which was attended with Wars in every Nation, and an 


univerſal Concuſſion of Natute, there ſucceeded a great 


Calm throughout all the Parts of the World. : 


After this happy Peace, Veſpaſian proceeded to the Re- Sue. 


gulation of the numerous Abulcs and Corruptions in the 
State, begun in the late Reigns and the Civil Confuſions; 
and what he undertook, he perform'd with great Wiſdom 
and Reſolution. He firſt reftrain'd the Luxury and Licen- 
tiouſneſs of his Officers and Soldiers, not ſparing thoſe 
who had been Afliſtants to him and Partners with him in 
his Victories, not omitting any Thing that might reſtore 
the ancient Diſcipline. He took no leſs care in purging 
and reforming the two principal Orders among the Komans, 
the Senators and Eqnites, of both which he took a ſtrict 
and particular Vie w; and fearleſly turn'd out all ſuch as he 
found unworthy of their Places and Dignities, ſupplying 
their Places with the moſt deſerving Perſons he could pro- 
cure either in Italy, or the diſtant Provinces. He likewiſe 
ſtrictly examin'd into all the Courts of judicature, where 
he found the Number of Proceſſes, and Law-Suits ſwell'd 
to ſuch an unreaſonable Bulk, that innumerable Actions 
were left undetermined ; for the finiſhing of which, he 
1 pany knowing Perſons, and made many excellent 

aws to digeſt and reduce ſuch Matters into a far leſs com- 
pals. To reform the Corruptions of Uſurers, and the 
Looſneſs of Youth, he ordain'd, That no Uſurer ſhould 
recover any Mony of young Heirs, if it was lent to be 
repaid with Advantage upon the Deceaſe of their Fathers. 
| | 4 2 . 
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And as he was ſevere in puniſhing Vice and Lewdneſs, ſo 
he was no leſs remarkable for rewarding all Kinds of Me- 
rits; in which he extended his Liberality to Men of all 
Ranks, compleating the Eſtates, and ſetling Penſions upon 
many decay'd Perſons, when their Wants proceeded from 
no manifeſt Crime of theirs. His Courtefie and Clemency 


appeat'd conſtantly both in publick and private, ſo that 


ſcarce one innocent Perſon was puniſh'd throughout his 
Reign; and ſo contrary was his Temper to that of molt of his 
Predeceſſors, that he cou'd not ſo much as look upon the 
Snfferings of a Criminal, without ſignifying his Compaſſion 
by his Sighs and Tears. But tho' he was thus mild and 
humble, brave and generous, yet he did not preſerve himſelf 
from the Scandal of Avarice and Rapaciouſneſs, which was 
grounded upon his numerous and peculiar Impoſitions, par- 
ticularly his Exciſe upon Urin; at which when his Son 77. 
tut was offended, he took ſome of the firſt Mony that came 
from thence, and demanded if he Smell offended him? And 


J. ſuu. yet, proceeded he, this comes all out of the Urin. In this 


Year he order'd Libertus Maximus and Baſſus to fell all the 
Lands in Judæa, and appropriated all to himſelf, leaving 
there only 800 Soldiers, and giving them a Place to inhabit 
call'd Emmaus, five or (ix Miles from Jeruſalem. He alſo 
impos'd a Tribute upon all the Fews in the Roman Empire, 
commanding every Perſon yearly to pay two Drachma's to 
the Capitol, as they had formerly done to the Temple at 
Jeruſalem. And thus the miſerable Fews, who rejected the 
Meſſiah, and would own no King but Ceſar, now were 
e to acknowledge the Idol of Jupiter for their 
od. 
At this time, the Church of God, tho' flouriſhing and 
free from Perſecution, was much diſturb'd and infeſted with 
ſeveral Hereſies, proceeding in a great meaſure from a Mix- 
ture of Samaritaniſm, Judaiſm and Chriſtianity, For be- 


ſides the immediate Followers of Simon Magus and the 


Gnoſlicks, thoſe of Menander, Ebion and Cerinthus, began 
to ſhew themſelyes, to the great Danger of the Chriſtian 
Faith. To give ſome Account of each, 1. Menander was 
a Samaritan, and like Simon a notorious Impoſtor and Ma- 

ician, abounding with more monſtrous Illuſions than he; 

eclaring himſelf a Saviour, ſent from above for the Re- 
ſtauration of Mankind, and teaching, that no Man could 


* .etherwiſe overcome the Angels, the Makers of the World, 


unleſs he was firſt inſtituted in the Magical Knowledge de- 
liver'd by him, and initiated in his Baptilin : Of which Bap- 
tiſm, thoſe who were accounted worthy, he affixm'd 5 


be Partakers of a perpetual Immortality in this very Life, 
and continue always young and vigorous in this World. 
With theſe and other of his Maſter Simon's Opinions he ſe- 
duc'd many in Antioch ; and tho* the Extravagancy of his 
Notions made them leſs infectious, yet they were continu'd 
in the ſecond Century, particularly by Baſilides and Satur- 
winus, 2, Ebion, ſo call'd from his affected Poverty, and 
bora in Cocaba a Village in Paleſtine, ſpread his Herelie in 
Trachonitis, and among the Chritians who had retired to 
Pella, where heyain'd many Followers. Theſe deny'd the 
Divinity of our Saviour, acknowledg'd him an excellent 
Perſon, but believ'd that he was born of Foſeph and Mary. 
They enjoyn'd the Obſervation of the Law of Auſes, as ne- 
ceſſary to Salvation, retain'd Circumciſion, the Sabbath, 
and other Ceremonies ; but to ſhew themſelves Chriſtians, 
they kept the firſt Day of the Week, in Commemoration 
of the Reſurtection of Je They receiv'd all the Wri- 
tings of the Old Teſtament; but for the New Teſtament, 
they rejected all but St. Matthew's Goſpel, or rather the 
Goſpel according to the Hebrews or Nazarens; and parti- 
cularly condemn'd St. Paul as an Apoſtate, for proving the 
Diſſolution of the Moſaick Law. 3. Cerinthns ſpread his 
Hereſie principally in Epheſus, and Aſia Minor, which in 
ſome Things was the ſame with that of Ebion; particular- 
ly in the Denial of the Divinity of our Saviour, in the ac- 
f only of St. Matthew's Goſpel, and in af- 
firming the Obligation of the Joſarck Rites, He aſſerted 
the Creation of the World by Angels, as did the Gnoſt:cks ; 
and to infinuate himſelf among the Vulgar he boalted of 
ſtrange Revelations and [|luminations, He alſo taught that 
as Jeſus was but a meer Man, Chriſt deſcended upon him 
in the Likeneſs of a Dove, aud that then Jeu Chri/t re- 
vealed the Father, who before was unknown; and that at 
laſt Chriſt, who was incapable of Suffering, forſook Feſas, 
and left him to ſuffer Neath. And laſtly, that his Kingdom 
afterwards ſhould be Terreſtrial, in the City of Jeruſalem, 
where Men ſhou'd be bleſs'd with all Kinds of carnal Plea- 
ſures for a thouſand Years, 
About the latter End of this Year 71, or the Beginnin 

of the next, according to Mr. Dodwell, the Apoltie Jude 
wrote his ſhort Epiſtle, which is plac'd the laſt of thoſe ſe- 


ven in the ſacred Canon, which are call'd Cazholrck, It has 


no particular Inſcription as the other fix have, but it was 
obably intended for the Jewiſh Converts, in their ſeveral 
Piſperſions, as St, Peter's Epiſtics were, In it he firſt 
 ſhew'd his Deſign to write to them iu general of the 
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© the Doctrine of Chriſt attack d on every Side by Hereticks, 
© he thought it more neceſſary to exhort them to ſtand man- 
fully upon the Defence of the Faith once deliver'd to the 
Saints, and to oppole thoſe falſe Teachers who ſo much 
labour d to corrupt it. The Hereticks meant in this Epi- 
© ſtle were ſome of the Gnoſticls, but eſpecially the Ebo- 
© nites, whoſe Manners were as corrupt as their Doctrine, 
© alſo imagining Faith without Works ſufficient for Salva- 
© tion. So that his Subject is much the ſame with St. Peter's 
© ſecond Epiſtle, whoſe Senſe he moſtly follows, and often 
* uſes the very ſame Expreſſion; but becauſe the Infe- 
* Qion had ſpread it ſelf farther, and gotten more Ground 
* he eppos'd theſe Hereticks with more Zcal, and Sharpneſs 
© than St. Peter. Yet with a Spirit of Charity he exhorted 
© the Chriſtians to labour by all gentle Methods to ſave 
© them, and to take them out of the Fire, into which their 
* own Folly had caſt them. Several Perſons have ancient- 
1 doubted of the Authority of this Epiſtle, becauſe it quotes 
the Apocryphal Book of Euoch, and alſo brings the Hiſtory 
of the Archanyel St. Michael diſputing with the Devil 
concerning the Body of Moſes, taken out of another Apo- 
cryphal Book, intituled, The Aſcenſion of Moſes. But this 
does not diminiſh the Reputation of this Epiſtle, nor add 
much to the Credit of thoſe Apocryphal Books; ſince 12 
might contain ſome Truths, as well as many Errors, whic 

= #de, inſpir'd by God, knew well how to diſtinguiſh, 

U 


© common Salvation, and to confirm 8 it Heres 
y 


chius tells us, that in his Time moſt Churches made Uſe 


of this Epiſtle ; and it is evident that before the End of the 
4th Century, it was univerſally acknowledg'd for Canoni- 
cal Scripture, in the Council of Laudicea and Carthage, and 
by the moſt eminent Fathers. And Origen ſays of it, That 


in a few Lines it contains many Words full of Divine Pow- 
er and Grace. 


A. D. 4 II. Tho' Titus had conquer'd Paleſtine and the Fews 


72. by 


Veſp. 
3 


4. 
Joſeph. 


e taking of Feraſalem, yet for a long time after, two 
or three ſtrong Caſtles held out; the Jaſt of which was the 
impregnable Fortreſs Maſſada, which was kept by Eleazar, 
Grandſon of Judas Galilæus; who finding that he could 
ſubſiſt no longer, perſuaded the Beſieged, to the Number of 
950, to kill themſelves with their Wives and Children, ha- 
ving firſt burnt the Caſtle and all that was valuable in it. This 
was done upon the 15th Day of April, and compleatly fi- 
niſh'd. all Wars and Rebellions in Fades, which began a- 
bout fix Years before, But many of the Robbers and Af- 
ſaſſinates 
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ſafſinates that eſcap'd from this Country, fled into Ægypt, 
where perſuading the Fews in thoſe Parts to revolt, great 
Diftarbances were rais'd, which ended with the Death and 
Ruin of theſe Incendiaries. And this fo far ptovok'd the 
Emperor, that he order'd Lupus the Governor to demoliſh 
the Fews Temple near Memphis, which Onuiat had built a- 
bove 300 Years before. Which Order was not executed in 
the Rigour; but the Temple was rifled of all its Gifts and 
Riches, ſhut up, and all Perſons forbidden to come at it, 
ſo rhat there was not the leaſt Footſtep of Religion left 
there, About the ſame time a certain Few nam'd Jona- 
than, a Weaver, efcaping to Cyrene, rais'd a Tumult there; 
and perfuading the Vulgar that he wou'd ſhew them Signs 
and Wonders, he ſoon led 2000 into the Deſarts. But Ca- 
tallas the Governor of Lyb1a, by a Party of Horſe and Foot, 
in a ſhort time defeated them, and took Jonatban Priſo- 
ner; who falſly accuſing the moſt wealthy of his Country- 
men, as Authors of this Rebellion, Catullus without any 
farther Enquiry, put 3œoo Fews to Death at once. Beſides 
theſe Miſeries and Calamities, with which Joſephut con- 
cludes his famous Hiſtory, Eaſebius tells us, that YVeſpaſian 
commanded all thoſe that were of the Family of David to 
be diligently ſought out, leſt any one of the Royal Race 
ſhou'd be lett remaining among the Fews; and that upon 
720 a moſt ſevere Perſecution was again brought upon the 
ett. 

All Things being quieted and ſetled in Judæa, it is be- 
liev'd that the Chr:ftians at Pella at this Time return'd to 
Jeruſalem, and the neighbouring Parts, with their Biſhop 
Simeon; where they built ſome few Houſes, and a little O- 
ratory upon Mount Sten, in the Place of that Upper Room, 
where the Apoſtles aſſembled after our Lord's Aſcenſion. 
- About the ſame time it is moſt probable that the Apoſtle 

Barnabas wrote his Epiſtle to the Fewrfo Converts; an E- 

piſtle of great Repute among the Ancients, and ſometimes 
5 read in the CHriſtian Churches, but never admitted into the 
0 Canon of the Holy Scripture. According to the Fewifh 
e Way of Writing, the Frame and Contextare of it is intri- 
care and obſcure to ns, made np of uncooth Allegories, 
c with ſome forc'd and improbable Interpretations of Scrip- 
) 
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ture, Its main Deſign is to prove, That the Law was 4- 
* bolifh'd by the Goſpel, that the legal Ceremonies were 


is then uſeleſs and unprofitable, and that it was neceſſary 
i- * that Feſus Chriſt ſhou'd be incarnate and ſuffer Death. It 
* © has indeed no Inſcription, but the Matter of it evidently 
- * ſhews, That it was written to the Fews, many of whom 
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© after they were become Chriſtiant were ſtill fond of the 
Law, and obſerv'd its Ceremonies as neceſſary to Salvation. 
© Origen, for this Reaſon, calls it a Catholick Epiſtle, becauſe 
© it was not intended for a ſingle Church or People, but 
an Whole Nation. In the laſt Part of it, he gave excellent 
© Rules for Manners, deſiring the Prayers of them to whom 
© he writ, calling them the Children of Love and Peace, 
The Agreement in the Subje& between this Epiſtle and 
St. Paul's to the Hebrews, has made Tertullian and ſome 
others, to attibute this laſt to Barnabas, not having ſeen 
perhaps the Epiſtle it ſelf that bears his Name. How long 
Barnabas liv'd after this, we have no Certainty; it is ge- 
nerally ſaid that he dy'd a Martyr in his own Country 
Cyprus, being ſton'd by the Fews at Salamis, and bury'd 
within a . 2 of a Mile of the City. Both the Greek 
and Latin Church keep his Feaſt on Jane 11. Some have 
attributed to him a Goſpel full of Fables, which is con- 
demn'd by Pope Gelaſius. | 
ln this Year 72, ſeveral Writers place the Death of the 
Apoſtle Fade, who having propagated the Goſpel in Hria 
and Meſopotamia, generally working as an Husbandman, at 
length travell'd into Perſia; where after great Succeſs in 
his Apoſtolical Miniſtry,” he was at laſt for his free and 0- 
pen reproving the ſuperſtitious Rites and Uſages of the 
Magi cruelly put to Death. Some ſay he was ſhot to Death 
wich Arrows, and others, that he dy'd in Peace at Berytzs 
in Phœnicia. The ancient Martyrologies place his Feaſt 
With St. Simon's, on the 29th Day of June, and the 28th of 
October, and ſome have attributed to him a falſe Goſpel 
eondemn'd by Pope Gelaſius. After all, the Time and Man- 
ner of St. Jude s Death is very uncertain, Nor have we 
greater Certainty of the Death of the Apoſtle Bartholomew, 
þ which is by ſome plac'd in the ſame Year. This Apoſtle, 
| after he had preach d with great Succeſs in the hither. India, 
4 or Arabia Fælix, into which he carry'd St, Matthew's Go- 
ſpel, is ſaid to have remov'd into Lycaonia, and laſt of all 
to Albanople in the greater Armenia or rather Albania, a 
City upon the Caſpian Sea, and miſerably over-grown with 
Idolatry: From which, while he ſought to reclaim the 
People, he was by the Governor of the Place commanded 
tobe crucify'd, which Puniſhment he chearfully under went, 
comforting and confirming the Gentile Converts to the laſt 
Minute of his Life. Some add, that he was crucify'd with 
his Head downwards, others that he was flead, and his Skin 
firſt taken off, a barbarous Puniſhment much in Uſe in 


theſe Eaſtern Countries, His Feaſt, according to the _ 
en 
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ent Martyrologies, is to be kept on the 24th Day of Auguſt, but 
the Greeks obſerve it on the 11th of une. The Hereticks 
afterwards forg'd a fabulous Goſpel under his Name, as 
well as St. Jude s, which has been ſufficiently exploded. 

The following Year is ſaid to be ſignaliz'd with the Death a D. 
of the Apoſtle Thomat; but with as much Uncertainty as 52. 
any of the former. To this Apoſtle, according to the ta- Veip. 
dition of the Church in Origen's Days, was allotted Par- , 
thia, which then contain'd all Perſia; and ſome have given 7. 
us a Catalogue of the ſeveral People in that Kingdom, to 
whom Thomas preach'd, namely the Medes, Perſiant, Car- 
manians, Hyrcanians and Bactrians, belides the Magi, to 
whom Pliny allots a diſtint Region of Perſia, and who 
liv'd in ſeveral other Places of the Eaſt. St, Chryſoftom 
ſays, That St. Thomas, who at firſt was the moſt weak and 
molt incredulous of all the Apoſtles, becaine, through the 
Condeſcenſion of Feſus Chriſt to ſatisfie his Scruples, the 
moſt fervent, powerful and invincible of them all, and went 
through almoſt all the Parts of the World, and liv'd without 


— 


r 


ie Fear, inthe midſt of the moſt barbarous Nations, perform- 
14 ing his Duty without any Regard to his own Security or 
at Life. And being encourag'd by a divine Viſion, he tra- 
in vell'd forwards into the Indies, to Maliapur, and the Coun- 
* try of the Brachmans; where after many Travels and La- 
he bours, he by his Miracles converted Sagamo the Prince of 
th the Country, with many others. This much exaſperated 
5 the Brachmans, who fearing the Downfal of their Rites and 


Religion, reſolv'd upon his Death; and accordingly at a 
of Tomb not far from the City, where the Apoſtle often re- 
tir'd for his Devotions, while he was intent at Prayer, they 


n- firſt loaded him with Stones and Darts, *till one of thein 
5 coming nearer, ran him through with a Lance. His Feaſt, 
? 


according to the Martyrologies, is to be obſerv'd on the 
le, 21ſt Day of December. Several Books have been attribu- 
ted to him, namely, his As compos'd by Lucius Carinus, 
0. his Voyages, his Goſpel compos'd by the Manichees, and Re- 
velation, all condemn'd by Gelaſiut. From theſe firſt Plan- 


N. tations of Chriſtianity in the Eaſtern Indies by this Apoſtle, 
* there is ſaid to have been a continu'd Series and Succeſſion 


of Chriſtians in thoſe Parts to this Day, and ſtill call'd by 
led the Name of St. Thomas-Chriſtians, 

But to return from thence to Rome, in the ſame Year 73, 
alt a Nobleman and Philoſopher call'd Helvidius Priſcus, ſut- 


low fer'd Death upon the Account of his inſolent and ſeditious 
yon Practices; and the reſt of his Sect following his Steps, Ce- 


oh | Ip . 
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S thought fit to baniſh all the Philoſophers out of the 
ity, beſides Mrſonrins Rafut. Not long after, Demerrins 
the Cywek meeting the Emperor upon the Road, would ſhew 

him no Reſpect, bur proceeded fo far as to revile him open- 

ty ; but he generouſly paſs'd it by, inflicting no other Pu- 
niſhment upon him, than the bare Qiling him by the Title 

A. D of Deg, as alluding to the Name of bis Sect. In the fol- 
5 4 ' towing Year, Leſpaſian join'd his Son Titus with him in 
Velp the Quality of Cenſor, and they two made the laſt publick 
; Cenſus, or Numbering of the Rowan Citizens that was ever 
= known; in which Pliuy obſerves that ſeveral Perſons were 
found of an extraordinary Age, particularly of 110, of 120, 

of 130, of 140, and two of 150 Years, Which may make | 

bs leſs wonder at the Age of many of the Eceleſſaſticks, | 

and Saints of this Time; particularly of St. John, St. Ana- 
bir, Simeon, Ouadratus, and others, who ſaw Jeſus Chriſt | 

— the Fleſh, yet liv'd 'till the Reigns of Trajan and - 

ian. | 

| In this Year it is ſuppos'd that the Evangeliſt Lake dy'd, | 
| having after St. Paul's Death preach'd the Goſpel with great 
Succeſs in egypt and Lybia, according to ſome, and alſo . 
in Dalmatia, Galatia, Italy, and Macedonia, according to 
others. As to his Death, ſome fix it in one Place, and 
| ſome in another; and whether he dy'd a natural or violent 
Death, we have no certain Account: Yet moſt do aſſert 

his Martyrdom, and IVicephorzes aſſures us, That being in 

4 Greece, a Patty of Infidels made Head againſt him, drew 
1 him to Execution, and for want of a Croſs, hang'd him 
4 upon an Olive Tree, in the 84th Year of his Age, accord- 
1 ing to St, Ferom. And thus we have given as true an Ac- 
| count as we can find, of the Actions and Deaths of all the 
1 Apoſtles and Evangeliſts, beſides John and Simon. And as 
| for the former, we ſhall ſpeak of him afterwards ; bat for 
the latter, we are told by ſome, that he went into eAgypr, 
Cyrexe and Africa, and that after many Converts made there, 
he travell'd into Lybia and Mauritania, where he not on- 
ly diſplay'd the Glory of Jeſus Chriſt by his Preaching, but 
by a great Number of Miracles, From theſe Countries he 
is ſaid to have gone into Britain, where having converted 
and baptiz'd great Multitudes to the Faith, he was, after 
many other Perſecutions, crucify'd by the Infidels, and bu- 
ry'd there. Others give a different Account of his Death, 
ſo that we can have no Certainty either of the Time or the 
Manner of it. God has thought fit to conceal from us, 


the holy Actions and Lives of many of his choiceſt Ser- 
| vants , 
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vants, that we may be ſatisfy'd in having aur religious 
Deeds known to him alone, and not like the Scribes and 
Phariſees affect the Praiſe, of Men. His Feaſt is kept with 
n on October 28th, but the Greeks celebrate in on 

une loth. 15 N 
ay Thiggs now being in a quiet and peaceable Condi- A. D. 
tion in the Komen Empire, V. Ypgfias in the th Year of his 77. 
Reign conſecrated his famous Temple of Peace, which he Veſp. 
began immediately after the Deſtruction of Jeruſalem. Ha- -* 
ving beſtow'd great Charges upon it, he alſo. beautify'd it 7b. 
with divers Pictures and carved Works, placing all the Ra- 
rities in it that in former Ages had been gather d together 
from the utmoſt Parts of the Earth. And Than theſe he 
plac'd all the golden Veſlels, and other rich Utenſils which 
the Fews had in their Temple, expreſſing a great Venera- 
tion for them; but the Few: Law, and the Tapeſtry or 
purple Veils of the Sanctuary he commanded to be kept in 
the Palace. At this time the Fews began in ſome Mea- 
ſure to recover their Misfortunes, tho” they loſt all the Be- 
nefit of Jeruſalem, ereQting a famous School at Fabnah near 

Joppa, WER they {till retain'd their great Sanbedrim, which, 
as Dr. Lightfoor ſays, they kept up in the ſame Luſtre, and 
State, as it had been for many Years before the. City's Ruin. 
It ſeems Jochanan Vice-Pretident of the Sanbearim, eſca- 
ping by a Stratagem from Jeruſalem in the Siege, afterwards 
obtain'd ſo much Favour from the Emperor, that this Aſ- 
ſembly might be fix'd at Fabneh, where it been for 
ſome few Years before the Few:f Wars. This being al- 
low'd, he was made Preſident of the Sanhedrim, and in 
this Year was ſucceeded by Gamaliel Il. the Aſſembly being 
continu'd at this Place *till the Reign of the Emperor A- 
drian. 

The three following Years afford us very few Materials A. D. 
proper for our Purpoſe. In the firſt, Eaſebius in his Chro- 56. 
nicon mentions the Deſtruction of three Cities in the Iſle Veſp. 
of Cyprus by a great Earthquake; of which Salamis and _>_ 
Paphos were two; Cities ſufhciently enlightned bythe Apo- . 
ſtles Paul and Barnabas, if they had made the beſt Uſe. of 
their DoQrine. In the ſecond, Pliny the Elder dedicated A.D. 
his great Work the Hiſtory of Nature to the Emperor's 57, 
Jon Titus, now the {ſixth time Conſul, near four Years Veſp. 
after he had celebrated the laſt Laſtrum or Cenſus in Rome. » 
About the ſame time Exſeb:xs tells us that ſo great a Pe- "Ws 
ſtilence rag'd in Rome, that for many Days together, there 
dy'd 12000 in a Day; during which Plague, a 2 
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A. D. nam' d Alcipa was deliver'd of an Elephant. The third we 
78. find moſt remarkable for the [mpoſtor Peregrinus, a Cynick 
Veſp. Philoſopher, who pretended a great Veneration for the 
s Chriſtian Religion, into which he was baptiz'd; and he 


— — 
16. 
A . 


made Profeſſion of it with ſuch a ſeeming Zeal, that he 
procur'd himſelf to be impriſon'd by the Pagan Power, in 
which he made a great Shew of Patience and Reſignation, 


And being once a Perſon of conſiderable Note, he by his 


Agents procur'd large Contributions from the Chriſtiant in 
many Places; after which he return'd again to his Paga- 
iſm, got free from his Impriſonment, and derided the 
Cbriſtians for having greatly enrich'd him at their Expen- 
ces. But not long afterwards, being univerſally hated and 
rejected, he fell into great Poverty ; and at the Olympick 
Games, excited by a diabolical Vanity, he is ſaid to have 
leap'd alive into the Fire, like the Indian Brachmans. In 
all Probability this is the ſame Perſon againſt whom the 
Scoffer Lacian wrote with ſo much Satyr. | 

In the next Year 79, Veſpaſian being now in his ninth 
Conſulſhip, and his Son Titus in his ſeventh, and having 
perform'd many great and noble Acts, to the happy Eſta- 
bliſhment of the Empire, was ſurpriz'd at Campania with 
ſome light Motions of a Diſtemper, when immediately he 
cry'd out, according to the Dictates of his Pagan Princi- 
ples, Methinks I am going to be a God. His ludiſpoſition 
caus'd him to remove to the City, from whence he retir'd 
to Cutyliæ, and an Eſtate he had about Reate, which he u- 
ſually viſited every Summer. In which Place, notwith- 
ſtanding the Encreaſe of his Diſtemper, he ſtill manag'd the 
Affairs of the Empire as formerly: But having corrupted 
his Entrails by the Uſe of cold Water, he was after a ſhort 
time ſuddenly taken with a Flux, which ſoon brought him 
to ſuch Weakneſs, that he was ready to faint; when of a 


| ſudden he cry'd out with his former Courage and Bravery, 


An —_—_ ought to die ſtanding on his Feet; and ſo railing 
himſelf up, he expir'd in the Hands of thoſe who ſupport- 
ed him. His Death was highly lamented, and his Memory 

ratefully preſerv'd by all the great and wiſe Men of the 

mpire, being a Prince of extraordinary Management and 
Moderation, next to Julius Ceſar in War, and to Ang us 
in Peace; one whom Providence ſeem'd to have rais'd on 
purpoſe for the Recovery and Reſtauration of the Romans, 
and the Ruin and Deſolation of the Fews; and one who 
acted nothing againſt the Chri/t:ans, but as they were acci- 


dentally involy'd under the Notion of Fews. He was the 
| | ſecond 


» P Ä N & = acoc.. cc Au 


— = 


Oe . — OE “ 


Chap. VIII. TITUS be 11h Rom. Emp. 399 


ſecond Roman Emperor that dy'd a natural Death, it being 
n the Ggth Year of his Age, and on the 24th Day of June; 
having reigu'd ten Years wanting fix Days, reckoning from 
© I the firſt of Fly 69, when he was firſt proclaim'd Emperor 
e *t Alexandria ' | 


in III. Upon the Deceaſe of 4 his eldeſt Son Ti- A. D. 
tut, now near 39 Years of Age, ſucceeded by general Con- 79. 

ſent, as well as by his Father's Will, tho“ not without Trrus, 

n ſome Obſtructions from his ambitious Brother Domitian the ele- 

Tho” Titus had ſerv'd in many Wars with great Honour, 7" 

de and diſcharg'd many civil Offices with no leſs Wiſdom, zyerer. 

1” et during his Father's Reign he had given too many gn. 


d I} Occaſions of Prejudice and Aſperſion, upon the Account 

oc his Severity, and voluptuous Lite, his extravagant Paſſi- | 
on for Agrippa's Siſter Bernice, and his promoting his Fa- | 
n ther's Impoſitions and Extortions; inſomuch that he was þ 
Ie generally look'd upon as a ſecond Nero; and ſcarce any 1 
h Man arriv'd at the Empire with a-more ſully'd Reputation, i 


or a greater Repugnancy of the People. But in a ſhort 14 
8 ame theſe Accuſations turn'd all to his Advantage, and 
his Virtues gain'd him a Reputation under the Burthen of 14 
an Empire, which he cou'd not obtain under the Freedom 1 
of a private Perſon; in which he proceeded with ſo much 1 
Prevalence upon the Hearts and Affections of all People, 
4 that he came to he generally ſtill'd, The Love and Delight of 

Mankizd. He began firſt with the moderating his Paſſions, 
and bridling his ſtrong Inclinations; particularly withdraw- 
ing himſelt from the Company of his beloved Queen Ber- 
5 nice, and diſcharging ſeveral Perſons who were formerly 

the chief Inſtruments of his Pleaſures, rightly judging them 
unbecoming the Dignity of his Office. In all which Mat- 
u ers, he ſhew'd ſuch a happy Mixture of firm Reſolution, 
and eaſie Modeſty, that of him it was ſaid, That if ever any 
＋ Man truly abſtain'd from what hit own, He was the Perſon. 
> pe Excellency of his Temper has been applauded by Wri- 
ers of all Ages, and St. Auguſtine ſtil'd him by the Title 
Ja moſt ſweet Prince; and when he enter'd upon the Of- 
4 tice of Pontifex Maximus, he ſolemnly proteſted, That he 
: did it to keep his Hands pare and undefil'd from Blood, One 
of his principal Methods was never to ſend away any Peti- 


N tioner with an unpleaſing Anſwer, declaring, That nu» Man 

obe 20 depart ſorrowful from the Preſence of a Prince; and | 
de was naturally fo deſirous of doing Good, that one Night 1 
being told he had done nothing for any Perſon that Day, 


d * thus readily expreſs'd his Concern, My Friends, J = 
| 0 
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had 
mongſt which that of Lafermers, Prometers, and Peres s 
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lofs Day! A Sentence worthy of an Emperor, and even 
of a Chriftian, 29 2 

Titus in the Beginning proceeded with all Wiſdom and 
Diligence in the great Affairs of the Publick, particularly 
in thy regulating and reforming of ſeveral Miſchiefs, which 
t been perfectly remov'd in his Father's Reign. a- 


was very notorious, who had their Riſe frqm the Licenti- 
ouſneſs and Impunity of former Reigns, and daily encrea- 
ſing in Corruptions, became the Authors and Fomenters of 
all Kinds of Heats and Diſſentions. Of theſe this Empe- 
ror daily made publick Examples, condemning them to be 
ſcoutrg'd and beaten with Clubs in the publick Forum, then to 
be dragg'd through the Theatre, and at lat, paitto be ſoldas 
Slaves, and part to be tranſported to uninhabited Iſlands, 
till he had utterly exterminated thoſe Peſts af the City. And 
to put a farther than his Father had to the Corrupti- 
ons and Tediouſneſs of Law · Suits, he prohibited, among 
other things, that the ſame Cauſe ſhou'd be try'd by ſeve- 
ral Laws; or that any one ſhou'd enquire into the Eſtate 
of any dead Perſon, after a ſet and preciſe Number of Years. 
Notwithſtanding the Excellency and Mildneſs of the pre- 
ſent Government, we are told that Linas, St. Peter's, or per- 
haps St. Paul's Succeſſor, ſuffer'd Martyrdom this Year in 
Rome ; tho* molt probably without the Emperor's Know- 
ledge. - The Year of his Death is uncertain; yet Emſebius 
poſitively fixes it in the ſecond of Titus, or, as Mr. Dod- 
well regulates it, the firſt; after he had been Biſhop of Rome, 
or perhaps only of the Gexti/e Converts in Rome, twelve 
Years; to which others add 4 Months: and 12 Days. He 
was ſucceeded by Anacletus or Cletus, who held the Biſho- 
prick about twelve Years longer. | 

In the ſhort Reign of this Emperor, there hapned ſome 
Misfortunes and Calamities no- leſs aſtoniſhing than deplo- 
rable. The firſt was a dreadful and almoſt incredible Irrup- 
tion of Mount Veſuvius in Campania, in the Beginning of 
November, which was. accompany'd with violent Earth- 
quakes, and wonderful Prodigies, and after it had ruin'd 
many Cities and People with a vaſt Tra& of Land, the 
Aſhes were carry'd through the Air into many diſtant Na- 
tions, particularly Africk, Agypt and Syria, being ſo very 
great at Rome, that the Sun was darkned for many Days 
together. At this Mount, Pliny the Elder, and famous na- 
tural Hiſtorian, then Admiral of the Roman Navy at Miſe- 


uu, being deſirous to diſcover the Reaſon of this W 
| u 
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ful Accident, by his too near approaching it, aud his too 


great Curioſity, was ſuffocated in the Smoak. Beſides this 


4121 


terrible Calamity, in the following Year, there hapned a A. D. 


great Fire in Rome, which laſted three Days, and as many 80. 


Nights inceſſantly, conſuming the Capitol, the Temples of Titi. 


of Auguſtus, with many oth noble Buildings; God here- 
by evidently ſhewing his Diſpleaſufe againſt the Komar for 
their falſe Deities, the Cauſe both of their Vices, and their 
voluntary Blindneſs againſt the Light of the Goſpel, This 


Seraptis, Iſis, and Neptune, d Pantheon, and the Library 


was allo ſucceeded by a dangerous Peſtilence, in which 


there commonly dy'd ten thouſand every Day; which 
Plague was ſuppos'd to have been occaſion'd by the Aſhes 
of X. Veſuvius, In all theſe Miſeries Titus behav'd 
himſelf not only with the Care and Regard of a Prince, but 
alſo with the Teaderneſs and Compaſſion of a Father, com- 
forting the Diſtreſſed with his reviving Edicts, and aſſiſting 


them as his own Revenues would permit, Then to abate ' 


the Peltilence, and the Maliguity of that Diſtemper, there 
were no Methods either human or divine that he neg lect- 
ed, ſeeking all Sorts of ſuperſtitious Rites, and all Kinds 
of Sacrifices, which he thought might be of any imaginable 
Uſe; in which he ſhew'd the Height of Pagauiſin, 


2. 


In this Year Titus confer'd particular Honours upon the 7%. 


celebrated Jeſepbus, tho* his Countrymen were in very low 
Reputation with the Komans. His Father Veſpafian had 
ſhewn great Reſpect to him, after the Fewiſo Wars, lodg'd 
him in his own Houſe, made him a free Citizen of Rome, 
aſſigned him a Penſion, gave him Lands in Judæa, and a- 
bove all order'd him a publick Statue. Titus increas'd theſe 
Favours, and in Honour to him, order'd his Hiſtory of the 
Wars .of the Fews, now finiſh'd, to be depoſited in the pub- 
lick Library, and to be view'd by all Men; after it had 
been carefully examin'd by himſelf, King Agrippa, and ma- 
ny others. The Writings of this Author have been highly 
valu'd by Fews, Gentiles and Chriſtians, ſhewing a very 
fine and polite Pen; and the Turn he gave to Things was 
extreamly agreeable, His Hiſtory is enrich'd with admira- 
ble Deſcriptions, moſt eloquent Speeches, and moſt ſublime 
Thoughts; his Narration is clear and juſt; and, as one 
obſerves, he not only diverts his Readers, but alſo inclines 
them on which Side he pleaſes, raiſing and laying ſuch 
Motions in them as he thinks fit. In ſhort, his Genius and 
Accompliſhments render'd him the moſt illuſtrious of his 
Countrymen; ſo that he may be ſaid to have been a finiſh'd 
and compleat Hiſtorian, and might well be ſtill'd, as he is 
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by many, The Livy of the Greeks, As fot his Hiſtory of 
4 War: of the A which we are now ſpeaking of, it is 


a continu'd Story from the Taking of Feraſalem by Antic- 


chus Epiphanes, down to the utter Ruin of it by Titus, be- 
ginning about 170 Years before our Saviout's Nativity, and 
reaching to the Year 72, conſiſting in all of 242 Years, 
But the moſt conliderable and valuable Part of it is chat of 
the fix laſt Years, where he deſcribes the laſt Few: War, 
the Deſtruction of Jeruſalem, and the Miſeries of his Coun- 
trymen in the moſt lively and affecting Manner imaginable, 
in which alſo is fully ſhewn the Completion of our bleſſed 
Saviour's Propheſies. And whoever would carefully com- 
pare what our Lord has ſaid concerning this War and 
Sackage of Feruſalem, with the Accounts thereof given by 
Foſephur, might find ſo juſt a Correſpondency between 
the Prophecy, and the Completion, as would make him 
imagine that the Hiſtorian had taken his Meaſures as 
much from our Lord's PrediQions, as from the Event of 
Things: So that the Hiſtory is highly uſeful for the Con- 
viction either of Fews or Pagans. 

In the following Year 81, the Emperor Titut, having 
been ſaluted Imperator the fifteenth Time, liv'd not long to 
enjoy that Honour, being ſuddenly ſnatch'd away, to the 
87 Detriment of the Empire, and to the unexpreſſi- 
ble Grief of his Subjects. Not long before, at the finiſh- 
ing of certain publick Solemnities, in which he wept plen- 
tifully before the People, he retir'd into the Territories of 
the Sabines, ſomewhat more melancholy than formerly, be- 
ing diſcourag'd by ſome unfortunate Omens. In his firſt 
Stage he was ſurpriz'd with a violent Feaver, and being car- 
ry'd afterwards in his Litter, and finding that he muſt ſub- 
mit to Death, he could not refrain ſhewing his great un- 
willingneſs to depart; and looking up to Heaven, with an 
uncommon Tendetneſs complain'd, That he 9 be taken 
away ſo undeſervedly ; proteſting, That in the whole Conrſe 
of his Life, he did not know of any Action but One that he 
ought to repent of, which he did not mention. Shortly after 
he dy'd, in the ſame Town where his Father dy'd, not 
without Suſpicion of Poiſon from his Brother Domirian. 
This was accompany'd with an univerſal Grief and Sadneſs 
throughout the City and Empire; and all the Senators with- 
ont any legal or regular Convocation, haſted to the Senare 
Houſe, and ſhutting the Doors for a Time, open'd them 
again, render'd more Thanks and Acknowledgments, heap'd 
upon his Memory more Pcaiſes and Encomiums, than ever 
any Emperor obtain'd, either before or after his Death. He 


dy'd 
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dyd in the Year $1, in the 13th Day of September, under 
the Conſulſhips of S/, ⁰uͥ and Verus, being in the 41ſt 
Year of his Age, and having reign'd only two Years, two 
"Months and twemy Days. 


IV „The venerable Reſpe& all had for Tizxs and his A.D. 


Father, caus'd his Brother Domitian to ſucceed him with- 


out Oppoſition, being now about thirty Years of Age. The Doi 
Pride and Ambition of this Prince ſhortly appear'd in his TIAN, 
declaring in open Senate, That it was he who had given the the 12h 
Empire both to his Father and Brother, and that they had Roman 
but reſtor'd it to him again, Yet the Beginning of his Reign 7er. 
was generally acceptable to the People, he ſhewing ſo lit» — 


tle Signs of Cruelty and Bloodſhed, that he once reſolv'd 
by Edict to forbid the ſacrificing of Oxen, and alſo ſo lit- 
tle of Avarice, that his chiefeſt Advice to them about him 
was to abhor all Rapine and Sordidneſs. At fitſt indeed, 
his Vices and Enormities were happily temper'd by many 
wiſe and good Actions; in which time he ſpent and em- 
ploy'd many of his Hours in divers Kinds of Exerciſes and 
Diverfions, particularly Archery and the like Games, in 
which he excell'd to Admiration. But we muſt not omis 
one deſpicable Recreation of his, of which all Authors take 
Notice; and that was his uſual Cuſtom of retiring an Hout 
in a Day into his Chamber, in the Begianing of his Reign, 
where his fole Employment was catching of Flies, and 
pricking them through with a ſharp Bodkin: A great Ar- 
gument of a cruel, and melancholy I'emper. And after- 
wards this Temper was more ſhewn to Mea than to Flies, 
and even to thoſe of the higheſt Rank and Quality; and 
when the Vizor was taken off, he appear'd in his proper 
Colours, lazy and unactive, il1-natur'd and ſuſpicious, grip- 
ing and voracions, and barbarous and infolent to the utmoſt 
Degree. In his Fierceneſs and Brutality he equall'd Nero, 
and in this Particular exceeded him; that Nero was ſatil- 
fy'd with commanding Execution to be done at a Diſtance, 
Whereas this Tyrant took Pleaſure in beholding his Crue 
ties exercis'd before his Eyes; which at length prov'd his 
only Diverſion; for he did not, like Nerd, delight in the 
Charms of Muſick and ſuch kind of Pleaſures as would 
naturally ſweeten his moroſe Humour, In his Cunning 
and Difſimulation he retembled Tiberius; for he was not 
only fierce and implacable, but alſo exceeding ſubtle and 
artificial in ſurprizing, never pronouncing any diſmal 
Sentence, but with an infinuating Preamble- full of great 
Clemency and Mercy ; ſo that ran he appear'd ms 
2 a! 
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and my in the Prologue, he certainly prov'd cruel and 
bloody in the Epilogue. 


About the latter End of the firſt Year of this Emperor's 


| Reign, the Apoſtle John, being principally at Epheſus, and 


having eſtabliſh'd many Churches in Aſia, is ſaid to have 


. conſtituted his eminent Diſciple Polycarp Biſhop of Smyr- 


na, at this Time. But the Time of this Apoltle's com- 


ing into A/ia is very uncertain, tho* moſt probably it was 


about the Year 70; and his uſual Refidence at Epheſus 
caus'd him to be call'd ſometimes the Biſhop of the City. 
But ſince the Apoſtolick Authority was ſuperior to that 
of Biſhops, he did not confine himſelt to the Church of 
Epheſus in particular, but took Care of all the Aſian 

hurches; nor did his Abode at Epheſus deprive Timothy of 
his Epiſcopal Authority, which St. Paul had formerly con- 
ferr'd upon him. Many Churches of Note and Eminency 
were of his Foundation and Erection, belides Smyrna, par- 
ticularly Pergamus, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, and Lao- 
dicea, which together with Epheſus, make up the ſeven 
Churches which he mentions in his Revelations, Apollo- 
#ius, who defended the Church in the Beginning of the 
third Age, aſſures us that this Apoſtle rais'd a Man from 
the Dead at 4 and depos'd a Prieſt of Aſia for writ- 
ing the fabulous Voyages of St. Paul and Thecla, although 
he compos'd that Work in Honour of St. Paul, to whom 
he attributes them. St. Epiphanius affirms, That he was 
carry'd into Aſia by the ſpecial Conduct of the Holy Spi- 
rit, to oppoſe the Herelies of the Ebionites and Cerinthians ; 
and Jrenexs relates a Story, which he had from his Dilci- 
ple Polycarp, That going with ſome Friends at Epheſus 
to a Bath, and finding Cerintbus the Arch-Heretick there 
before him, he with great Abhorrency turn'd back, crying 
out, Let us eſcape immediately, leſt the Building fall upon 
our Heads, ſince Cerinthus the Enemy of God and his Truth 
it in it: By this Example teaching us to avoid the Society 
of ſach as publickly abuſe and corrupt the Truth. This is 
all that we find of this beloved Apoſtle, from his coming 
into Aſia, to the ſecond general Perſecution. | 

In this Year 52, the Emperor Domitian taking upon him 
the Office of Cenſor, and the Reformation of Manners, 
perform'd many Things worthy of a better Man ; particu- 
larly, he ſuppreſs'd ſuch Libels and defamatory Writings 
as any ways reflected upon Perſons of Quality of either 
Sex, He turn'd a Senator out of the Houſe, purely for 


his immoderate Delight in Buffooary and Dancing; judg- | 


ing thoſe Qualities below the Dignity of that . 
| __ Order, 
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Order. From ſuch Women as were light and ſcandalous 
in their Lives he took a way the Privilege of Litters, and their 
Capacities of Legacies and Inheritance ; and ſtruck a Ro- 
man Knight out of the Liſt of the Judges, for receiving his 
Wife after ſhe had been divor'd for ſuch a Crime as Adul- 
tery. He was very diligent for a while in the Adminiſtra- 
tion of Juſtice, and many times ſat himſelf in an extraor- 
dinary Manner in the Courts of Judicature, ſuperſeding 
the Partial Sentences of the Centumviri. He ſeverely pu- 
niſn'd ſuch Judges and Counſellors as were corrupt, and 
ated by Bribes; and in theſe Matters he was ſo careful, 
as to encourage the Tribunes in Perſon to accuſe a parti- 
cular e/Aarle of Extortion, and to demaud Juſtice againſt 
him in the Senate, He purſued his Father's and Brother's 
Deſigns as to the reforming of tedious Law-Suits, and in 
banifhing Delators and Promoters ; and diſcharg'd ſuch as 
had been ſued in the Exchequer five Years before, 'and had 
their Suits (till depending, not allowing any new Proceſs 
but within a Year's Space; and with this particular Cauti- 


on, that if the Informer made not his Charge good, he 


ſhou'd ſuffer Baniſhment, He likewiſe prohibited the Ca- 
(tration of Children; and of ſach as were already Eunuchs, 
and in the Poſſeſſion of the Merchants, he moderated the Pri- 
ces, and reduc'd them to a more reaſonable Rate, In all 
which Regulations he ſhew'd great Pride and Contempt of 
his Father's and Brother's Management. Therefo e in the 


next Year, becanſe the Whoredoms of the Ye/tal Virgins had A. D. 
been accidentally neglected by his Father and Brother, he 83. 
made a ſtrict Enquiry after thoſe Corruptions, and puniſh'd Doin. 


them without Mercy. Such as were convicted but once, 
ſuffer'd Death as other ordinary Malefactors; but others 
were bury'd alive, according to the ancient Cuſtom, and 
their aſſociate Male-Criminals ſcourg'd to Death. This 
Year a great Earthquake near the Helleſpont gave an oppor- 
tunity to the Magicians, Caldeans —4 Egyptians, to in- 
rich themſelves from the People's Bounty, under Pretenee 
of offering Sacrifices to appeaſe the Gods. And in the 
ſame Year Domitian ſhew*d fo great a Hatred to Philoſo- 
phers, Mathematicians and Aſtrologers, that he not only 
daniſh'd them out of Nome, but likewiſe out of all Tay, 
perſecuting them with ſuch Fury, that they were conſtrain'd 
to fly to many Nations, 


By Reaſon of the Loſs of ſo many Fecleſiaſtical Re- . D. 
cords, the following Year affords us nothing but the bare 54. 
Mention of the Death of Anianns, the firſt Bihop of Alex- Dom. 


andria next to St. Mart; who after 22 Years excellent 
B 2 * Government 
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Government of that Church, was ſucceeded by Avilins, the 
third Biſhop of this vaſt City, who beld the Dignity about 


13 Years. The next Year after that, is remarkable for no- 


thing ſo much as the prodigious Impiety of Domitian, whoſe 


exorbitant Pride at this Time exceeded almoſt all Example. 


For he not only caus'd his Statues in the Capitol to be 
made of pure. Gold and Silver, but his Ambition carry'd 
him ſo far, as to allame Divine Honours ; and He whoſe 
Crimes had render'd him unworthy of the Quality of Man, 
by his Pride equall'd himſelf with God. He ſtil'd himſelf 


the Son of Pallas or Minerva, and T's. aſſum'd the 


Titles of OUR LORD and OUR GOD; decreeing 
likewiſe, that no Man ſhou'd preſume to call him other- 
wile, either in Writing or Diſcourſe. Pliny complains 
that the Way to the Capitol was crawded and incumber'd 
by the numerous I hrongs that went to offer to the Statue 
of this Emperor; ſacriticing Beaſts to Him, who continu- 


ally ſacrific'd Men to himſelf, The next Year, having fi- 


niſh'd the Capital with great Magnificence, he engroſs'd all 
the Honour of the Foundation to himfelf, not permittin 
any Name to be put in the Inſcription but his own. Aft- 


ter which he inſtituted certain Religious Solemnities, call'd 


Capitoline-Games. to be for ever celebrated every fifth 
Year, after tour Years Completion, according to the Man- 
ner of Olympiads. Theſe Games were attended with all 
Kinds of Combats, Races, Exerciſes, Muſick, and Dan- 
cings, with the Conteſts of both Sexes. Being inſtituted in 
Honour of Jupiter, the great Numbers of Pagan-Prieſts 
Attendance, ſufficiently ſtew'd it was in Oppoſition to the 
true Religion ; and ſhortly after, they proved ſo contrary 
to the Purity of good Manners, that many of the wiſer ſort 
of the unconverted Komazs wilh'd to ſee theſe Games a- 


doliſh'd. 


V. In the mean time the Church of God flouriſh'd and 
increas'd in all Parts, tho” it was much infected with Here- 
fies, of wich St. Paul, 1 Gr. 11. 19. ſpeaks as tho” there 
was a Kind of Neceſſity to have them in the Church, to 
ſet off, and diſtiugniſh the Orthodox and Faithful, Befides 
the Ebionites and Cerinthians, and others formerly menti- 
on'd, about this Time there appear'd another ſort of Here- 
ticks call'd the Nicolaitans, particularly mention'd, Rev. 2. 
15. and whoſe DvArine our Lord is with an Emphaſis there 
ſaid to hate ; a horrid brutiſh Sect, generally ſuppos'd to 
derive their Original trom Nicolas, one of the ſeven Deacons 
mention'd in the c of the Aci, whereof Clemens po 

andrinui 
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he W audrinus gives this probable Account. This Nicolas having 
ut a beautiful Wife, and being ceprov'd by the Apoſtles for being 
O- jealous of her, he to ſhew how far he was from that, 
ſe ought her forth, and gave any Perſon leave to marry her, 
le. affirming it was ſuitable to that Saying, Ve ought to abuſe 
de the Fleſh ; which Sentence was by ſome aſerib'd to our Sa- 
4 viour, and alſo to the Apoſtle Matehias, who taught Men 


fe to fight with the Fleſh and abuſe it, Theſe Words and A- 
in, ctions of his being miſunderſtood by his Diſciples and Fol- 
elf lowers, and perverted to the worſt Senſe imaginable, they 


he IU began to let looſe the Reins, and hence-forward to give 
ng themſelves over to the greateſt Impurities, and the ino(t 
er- ſcandalous Liberties, throwing down all Incloſures, allow - 
ns ing of the moſt pernicious — and making Corporal 


d Pleaſure the ultimate End and Happineſs of Man. Yet 
ue Clemens ſays thit Nicolas, their pretended Patron and Foun- 
u- der, was a ſober and tempetate Man, never making uſe of 
fi- any but his own Wife, by whom he had one Son, and ſe- 
all W veral Daughters, who all liv'd in perpetual Virginity, But 
n theſe Hereticks, with many others, together with Drotre- 3 Jula g. 
\t- „ who affected a Supremacy in the Church, and reſiſted ““. 
Id t. John's Preaching, were in no long Time fuppreſs'd by 
tth W the great Care and Vigilance of that holy Apoſtle. 
an- In the Year 88, upon occaſion of the Cruelties of the a D 
all Emperor, and ſome Affronts receiv'd, Lucius Antonius, Go- go 
an- W vernor of the Upper Germany, rais'd a dangerous Rebelli- Dom. 
in on in thoſe Parts; and being Commander of a numerous „ 
(ts Army, uſurp'd the Title of Emperor, The Succets of this 7. 
the In ſurrection remain'd long doubtful, and became daily more Dien. 
ary formidable to Domitian, who had fo much loſt the Love of 
ort his People; till at length his General Normandus dextroufly | 
a furpriz'd Antonius, juſt when a ſudden overflowing of the 
Rhine had ſtopp'd the Arrival of his German Auxiliaries, 
and deſtroy'd both him and his Army. The News of which 
nd F Victory, as Plutarch and others affure us, was brought to 
rt WY Rome by ſupernatural Means on the ſame Day that the 
cre Battel was fought, to the great Surprize of the Emperor 
to and City. In the fame Year Domitiam celebrated the grand 
des Secular Games, which of all others in Nome, were the moſt 
ni WY ſolemn and magnificent, and in a regular Courſe cou'd not 
te- be repreſented but once in a hundred Years, Theſe began A, D, 
2. in the 13th Day of September, and Sth of Domitias, 41 89. 
ere W Years after the laſt under Claudius, and 105 after thoſe un- Vom. 
to der Angaſins. And now this Emperor tag d more fiercely —- 
ons = his Subjects than ever, eſpecially ſuch as he ſuppos'd * 
of Antonins's Party, inventing new Kinds of Cruelties and 
vos B 4 Tortutes, 
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| Tortures, ſuch as were never practis'd before. In this Year 
| Euſebius ſpeaks of his Anger againſt the Philoſophers and 
| Aſtrologers, whom he a ſecond time baniſhed out of Rome 
| and italy; which he did as much out of Hatred to Lite- 
| | . rature, as for any laudable Pretence, For his Jealonlies 


extended to all Writers and Learned Men, eſpecially Hiſto- 
rians, whom he puniſh'd for their due Praiſes of Illuſtrious 
Perſons ; and jultly dreaded them, leſt they ſhou'd record 
his vicious Actions: Only the great Joſephus, by a happy 

Fortune and Addreſs, retain'd his Favour and Encourage- 
ment as long as he liv'd, 


N A. D. In the following Year, it is believ'd by ſome, that Do- 
1 (o. mittan began to vent his Rage againſt the Chriſtians, and to 
FT Dom, raiſe the ſecond general Perſecution againſt the Cnurch. But 
o tho' it is probable he might now begin to expreſs his Ha- 


10. tred to that Sc, yet the beſt Chronologers are agreed, that 
0 the Perſecution began not 'till five Years after, in 95, In 
| A. D. the Year 91, the man Forces having atter many great 
91. Loſſes, finiſh'd the Wars againſt the Dactans, and alſo the 

Dom. Catti a People of Germany, Domitian obtain'd a Triumph, 

10 Which was attended with many ſuperſtitious Rites, as well 

111, as glorious Spectacles, Naval Conteſts, and Combats of 
Women as well as Men. He likewiſe vainly aſſum'd the 
Name of Germanicus, and caus'd the two Months Septem- 

ber and October to be call'd Germauicus and Domitianus, be- 
cauſe in one of them he was made Emperor, and in the o- 
ther he was born. At the ſame time he ſhut up the Tem- 


un ple of Janus in Token of an univerſal Peace, this being the 
1 third time that it was ſhut ſince our Saviour's Nativity. 
5 In the ſame Vear he executed Cornelia the Head of the 


10 Veſtal Virgins for Incontinency; ſhe being condemn'd to 
: be bury'd alive, according to the ancient Cuſtom, and her 
Atlociate-Male-Criminals to be ſcourg'd to Death. 

The Chriſtians were flouriſhing and increaſing in Rome, 
Cletus or Anacletus in the Beginning of 52, or the latter 
End of 951, ſuffer'd Martyrdom, after he had been Biſhop | 
of Kome above 12 Years. He was ſucceded by the famous 
Clement or Clemens, of whom we have formerly taken no- | 
tice, who is frequently call'd the third Biſhop of Kome after 
St. Peter, yet with no little Uncertainty, For many are of 
Opinion, as we formerly hinted, that before the Deaths of 
the Apoſtles Peter and Paul, the Church at Rome was di- 
vided into ]» Catus; one conſiſting of Few: Converts ˖ 
under St. Peter, and the other of Gextile Converts under c 
St. Paul; and that upon their Deaths, Linus ſucceeded St. ] 
Peter, and Clement St. Paul: But that afterwards, 1 * a 
the 
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the Diſtinction of Few and Gentile fail'd, upon the Death 
| of Cletus, there was a Coalition of both the Cœtus under 
N the ſurviving Biſhop Clement; ſo that in that Senſe he may 
be call'd the third Biſhop of Kome, after the Apoſtles, And 
tho' this well grounded Opinion is doubted and deny'd by 
ſome, eſpecially the Ramaniſis, yet it is plain that nothing 
will ſo well ſolve the different Accounts of the Succeſſion 
of the firſt Biſhops of Rome. While Clement was (ole Bi- 
ſhop of Rome, it is'believ'd that that celebrated Book call'd A. D. 
Paſtor was written by Hermas, a Raman Convert, and moſt 43, 
probably the ſame mention'd by St. Pa, Ko. 16. 14. Tho' Dom. 
the Time of its writing is very uncertain, yet all agree that 12 
it was written before the Perſecution under this Emperor; 13. 
and ſoine think that the fourth Viſion is a Prophecy of it; 
and others, that it foretold the Deſtruction of Feraſalem ; 
which if true, it muſt have been written above twenty Years 
before this Time: But of that we ſhall not diſpute, This 
Book was in great Eſteem among the Ancients, many of 
the Fathers have accounted it as part of the Holy Scriptures, 
and ſeveral Churches receiv'd it as Canonical. But many o- 
1 thers have rejected it for ſuch; and the Moderns have had 


ke. MSG AE £5 0A... 


= oY 0 GS W V 


0 = 


f far leſs Opinion of its worth, it being fo diſagreeable to the 
e Reliſh and Palates of the latter Ages. lt conſiſts of three 
1 Parts; the firſt of which, entituled the Viſians, is full of 
> many Revelations explain'd to Her mas by a Woman repres 
T” ſenting the Church, all relating to the State of the Church, 
1 and the Manners of the Chri/t:ians. The ſecond Part, which 
e is moſt uſeful and intelligible, is call'd the Ordinances; 
u. wherein are compriz'd divers Precepts of Morality and Pi- 
e ous Inſtructions, which the Paſtor or Angel of Hermas pre- 
0 ſeribes to him. The third Part is call'd the Similitudes; be- 
er cauſe it begins with ſeveral Smiles or Compariſons, and 

concludes with Viſions. Theſe three Books comprehend 
e, many moral Inſtructions concerning the Practice of Ori- 
er ſtian Virtues; but the great Number of Viſions, Allegories 
p and Similitudes, make them tedious aud uncouth; aud far 
us lels agreeable to our Taſts, than if they had been (imply 


o- pt opounded. 

er About the Beginning of the Vear 94, or the latter End A. D. 
of of 93, aud 13th of Domittan, Foſephns finiſh'd his great 94. 
of Work call'd, The Antiquities of BO in twenty Books; Dom. 


li- being a continu'd Hiſtory from the Creation of the World 1 
ts to the Beginning of the laſt gow War, in the Year 66; . 
er containing, according to A. B. Vfher's Chronology, 4069 N. 


t. Years, Ir is written with wonderful Art and Eloquence, 
en admirably adapted to the Genius and Tempers of the K- 
he mans 
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mans and Greoians ; and particularly his Account of the 
Miſeries of Herod in the Diſſenſions of his Family, and of 
the Death of the Emperor Caligula, have been admired by 
many Criticks. Above one half of it is taken from the 
Books of the Old Teftament, but he has ventur'd to add 
ſeveral Facts not in thoſe Writings, about which the Learn- 
ed are not agreed: And as to thoſe that he has wholly taken 
from them, he oftentimes gives them ſuch an artificial 
Torn, and us'd ſuch diſguifing and mollifying Seroaks, as 
fhew'd that he durſt not always follow Truth rigidly; but 
that he defign'd to accommodate the moſt ſurprizing Paſ- 
_— in the Holy Scriptures to the Humour and Opinions 
of the Perſons to whom he wrote. Vet after all theſe Imper- 
ſections, it muſt be acknowledg*dto be a noble Work, and 
undoubtedly was highly advantageous to the better ſort of 
the Gentiles, who might be induc'd to read this, when they 
defpis*'dthe Scriptures; and this beihg an excellent Prepara- 
tive and Incitement to the other, it con'd not fail of ma- 
king thofe Sacred Writings, and the Works of Providence 
more known, and conſequently Chriſtianity by degrees more 
acceptable. As to that Paſſage, wherein our Saviour is ho- 
nourably mention'd, we ſhall not enter into the Diſpute of 
its Genuineſs; but only obſerve, that it is certainly very 
ancient; and tho” ſome modern Criticks have doubted of 
it, and argu'd againſt it, yet we do not find that any of the 
Ancients ever did, Fo/ephns wrote, beſides his own Life and 
the Wars of the Fews, two excellent Treatiſes againſt Ap- 
pron, as a Reply to the Heathen againſt the Antiquity of 
the Fews, the Purity of their Law, and the Conduct of 
Moſes; and a Treatiſe concerning the Martyrdom of the 
— which Eraſmxs juſtly ſtiles a Maſter- piece of 

loquence. Being in the 56th Year of his Age, ſhortly af- 
— * writing the Antiquities of the Jews, this great Man 
. the ſame time, Domitian again baniſh'd all the Phi- 
loſophers and Aſtrologers out of Rome and Italy, among 
whom was that celebrated Stoick Epictetus. Shortly after 
this Decree, we are told, that the famous Philoſopher and 
Magician Apollenins Tyanens, was ſent for to Rome by the 
Emperor, upon pretence of his Sacrificing a Child, and his 
foretelling Nerva to be Emperor ; and that being brought 
before Domitian, after ſome little Diſcourſe, he vaniſh'd 
out of his Sight, and was found at Puteoli, three Days Jour- 
ney from Rome, Philoſtratus has given us an Account of 
this at large, and alſo of the Life of Apollonius; in which 
he relates many ſtrange Stories, both as to the Innocence of 
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his Life, and as to the Miracles he wrought. Inſomuch 
that Hrerocles, and ſome other Enemies to Chriſtianity pro- 
ceeded fo far as to compare this Magician to our Saviour 
himſelf, and endeavour'd to ſet him up as a Rival to him 
in his Actions : Tho” after all we have ſcarce any other 
Account of his Actions but from one Perſon, upon whoſe 
Authority we cannot much rely. This is ſuppos'd to have 
been done in the 14th of Domitian, under the Conſulſhip 
of Aſprerat and Lateranus, a little before the ſecond Gene- 
ral Perſecution of the Church, near 25 Years after the De- 
ſtruction of Jeraſalem. 


6 


CHAP. IX. 


From the Beginning of the ſecond General Per- 
ſecut ion of the Church, to the third, aud ta 
the Death of St. John the laſt ſur viuing &. 
poſtle; which concluded the firſt Century. 


Containing the J erm of about five Tears. 


The SECOND GENERAL PERSE CUTION. 


Omitian, who imitated the Vices and Cruelties A. D. 


I. D of Nero, did alſo imitate him in his Hatred to 


the Church of God; and to compleat all his *. — 


14 
the ſecond General Perſecution of the Chriſtians, His Let- . 


ters and bloody Edicts were publiſh'd through all Parts of E-. 


former Wickedneſs, in the Beginning of this Year, rais'd 


the Empire, which caus'd the Baniſhment and Death of great 
Numbers both in Rome, and other Places: But Mr. Dodwell 
believes that this Perſecution went na farther than Baniſh- 
ment; to which Monſ. Tillemont and others have given a 
. Anſwer. Several are of Opinion, that by Hermars 
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on. 


ok call'd Paſtor, God thought fit to forewrarif the huren 


of this great Tribulation, that the Chriſtians might prepare 
themſelves for the Conflict, and at length be purg'd from 
the Corruptions that too many of them had contracted. This 
Perſecution began in the fourteenth Year of this Emperor's 
Reign, thirty one Years after the firſt under Nero; in which 
many eminent Chri/tians ſuffer'd: Particularly Antipas, in 


Pergamns, une of the ſeven Churches of St. John's Erecti- 
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on; a Perſon to whom 7eſus Chriſt was pleas'd to give the 
Title of a Farthfal Martyr, Rev. 2. 13. and Dionyſius the 
Areopagite, St. Pan['s Convert, and firſt Biſhop of Athens; 
who ſutter'd many Torments, as well as Death it ſelf. This 
laſt was ſucceeded by Pablius, whom ſome ſuppoſe to have 
been the Governor of Melita, formerly cohvertes VV St. Paul, 
Domitian was not ſatisfy'd with deſtroying the Heads of 
the Church, but proceeded to the Execution of his own Re- 
lations, particularly, his Couſin-German Flavins Clement, in 
the very Year of his Conſulſhip, whom he put to Death 
for embracing Chriſtianity, and baniſh'd this Conſal's Wife 
Domitiila to the Iſland Pandataria, and his Niece of the 
ſame Name to Pontia. Which was ſucceded by the Deaths 
and Baniſhments of great Numbers of others in Rome. 
Nothing tender'd this Perſecution ſo memorable as the 
famous Sufferings of the Apoſtle John, the Courage by 
which he conquer'd all the Power of his Perſecutors, ſhew'd 
that the eternal Hord, which he ſo frequently preach' to 
others, did really abide in him. It is ſaid, that the Calum- 
nies which were brought to Domitian againſt him, as a Di- 
ſturber of the Peace of the Empire, caus'd him to order the 
Proconſul of ia to fend him bound to Rome, where he 
treated him with all the Cruelty that Rage cou'd ſuggeſt ; 
for, according to Tertullian, he commanded him to be caſt 
into a Cauldron of boiling Oil, or rather Oil ſet on lire, 
and this, as others aſſure us, in the Preſence of all the Ko- 
man Senate, But Jeſus Chriſt, who favour'd him above all 
the Apollles, ſo pretcry'd him in this great Danger that he 
felt no Harm ſtom it, but as if he had only been anointed 
as the Athletæ were, according to St. Ferom, he came out 
more active and vigorous than before, thus giving him the 
Honour of Martyrdom, without ſuffering the Torments of 
it, or leaving it in the Powerof Man to take his Life. In 
this illuſtrious Manner was accompliſh'd what our Lord 
had foretold, That he ſhou'd drink of the C 4 of his Paſſion. 
Andfrom hencethe Ancients gave him the Title of a Mar- 
tyr; for tho” Martyrdom had no Power over him, yet he 
yielded his Body to all its Torments, and was willing to 
die for Chriſt; and as the three Children caſt into the fiery 


- Furnace were Martyrs in their Intentions, tho? the Fire 


conſum'd not their Bodies; ſo was John in his Will, tho? 
not in his Sufferings, God miraculouſly r him be- 
yond his Hopes, or Deſires. The cruel Emperor beinſt diſ- 
appointed in his Intentions, hardned himſelf againſt the E- 
vidence of the Miracle, and without any farther Conſide- 


ration baniſh'd him into the deſolate Ifle of Patmos, one ed 
the 
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the Sporades in the Agean Sea, there to be employ'd in dig- 
ing in the Mines, according to Viclorinus, the uſual La- 
bour of Perſons baniſh'd thither for any Crime. 

In this diſconſolate Place God fill'd his Mind with ſpiti- 
tual Comforts, and as if he had been tranſlated from Earth 
to Heaven, open'd the Cabinet of Glory to him, giving him 
a clear Proſpect of the future State of Chriſtianity in thoſe 
excellent Revelations by ſeveral Viſions, which are tranſ- 
mitted to us in the Book of that Name: Which was not 
the leaſt Inſtance of our Lord's Favour to this Apoſtle, 


This Book was written, as it is moſt generally believ'd, a- A. D. 


bout the Beginning of the Year 96; and in a Prophetical 


Stile, with peculiar, and uncommon Expreſſions. The firſt Dom. 
Part conſiſts of Admonition and Inſtruction, as well as 15. 


Propheſie, being directed to the ſeven Churches in Aſia, 
which this Apoltle had principally founded, namely, Epbe- 
ſus, Smyrna, Pergamus, Ihyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, and 
Laodicea: And the three firſt Chapters conſiſt, not only of 
an Epiſtle from St. John, but alſo of ſeven other Epiſtles, 
one to each Church, dictated immediately, and ſent by 
Chriſt himſelf; wherein Advice is given to the Biſhops of 
theſe Places, who are there calPd Angels, concerning the State 
of their Flocks, There are many clear Truths in this Book 
by which humble and plain Chr:t:ans may profit, without 
concerning themſelves with the Explanation of the Prophe- 
ſies above their Capacities. As for thoſe, we ſhall not pre- 
ſame to unfold them, but only obſerve in general, That the 
Romaniſts look upon all the Propheſies as already fulfill'd un- 
der the Pagan Emperors, inferring it from the ficſt Verſe of 
the Book, which ſpeaks of Things which muſt ſhortly come 
1% paſs: But others interpret it, Things which muſt ſhortly 
begin to be fulfilld. Some of the Ancients obſerving the 

yſteriouſneſs and Obſcurity of this Book, have doubted 
whether it ought to be admitted into the Sacred Canon, be- 
cauſe they were uncertain whether it was realfy the Apoſtle 
John's Writing or not; but this being made plainly to ap- 
pear by a Multitude of Witneſſes, ſcarce any one ſince the 
fourth Century has ſcrupled to receive it as Scripture, This 
Apoſtle in his Baniſhment, as Y:&ormus obſerves, ſeeing 
himſelf condemn'd to great Pains and Labour in an Age 
not able to undergo any Hardſhips, deſpair'd of Life, and 
hop'd to finiſh all with Death; but God was pleas'd to un- 


deceive him by revealing to him, That be muſt propheſie be- Rev. 10. 


fore many People, and Nations, and Tongues, and Kings; 

by which his Enlargement was foreſhewn, which hapned 

ſhortly after in the ſucceeding Reygn, hs 
| ti 
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Cuct. 


Still Domitian continu'd the Perſecution, and among the 
Martyrs we find Muri, the firſt Bilhop of Arima in Latium, 
who was ſtrurk into the Head with Temer-hooks ; Felicu- 
fs, an illuſtrious Woman in Nome, whoſe Body was 
thrown into a common Sewer ; and Nirodemm a Presbyter 
of the ſame City, who was beaten to Death. And now 
the Errors and Enormities of the Emperor became more 
conſpicuous than ever, for he grew every Day more lazy 
and unactive, more inſolent and revengeful, and like a 
thorough-pac'd Tyrant, inſupportably jealous and ſuſpicious 
of all Perfons. The Predictions of the Chaſdenns other 
Aſtrologers, concerning his Death, gave him violent Ap- 

tehenſtons; which, together with his numerons Crimes, 

pt him in perpetual Diſquiet and Anxiety; ſo that at 
length he would admit of no Priſoner to be brought before 
him bat with the moſt imaginable Care and Caution: And 
that his Domelticks might perceive how anfafe it was for 
a Man to attempt the Life of his Patron, upon any Pre- 
rence, he commanded Epaphrod:tes to be executed, for be- 
ing ſappos'd to aſſiſt Neyo in his Death, tho' with his own 
Conſent and Defire. Finally, his Jealouſies increas'd to 
that Degree, that he caus'd his Gallery, in which he uſu- 
ally walk'd, to be ſet about with a certain Stone call'd 
Phengites, by the Brightneſs of which he could diſcern 
what was done behind him by Reflexion, as in a Glaf, 
His Severity extended to the Fews, as well as Chriſtians, 
who were alſo proſecuted as Atheiſts and Diſowners of the 
Gods; and he particularly commanded that the Poſterity of 
David ſhould be ſought out and put to Death, like Herod 
exceedingly fearing the Coming of Chriſt. Upon this Ac- 
count two Grand- Children of the Apoſtle St. Jude, and 
Kinſman of our Lord, were brought before him. Having 
contets'd themſelves of the Line of David, he demanded 
what Poſſeſſions they had; and was anſwer'd, That they 
had but 39 Acres of Land, out of the Improvement of which 
they both paid him Tribute, and maimain' d themſelves with 
rheir own hard Labour, as appear d from the Roughneſs and 
Callonſneſs of them Hands, which they then ſhew'd. He 
then enquir'd of them concerning the Meſiab, and the 
Stare and Nature of his Kingdom, and when and where it 
would commence. To which they reply*d, That br; King 
#om was mu of this World, nor of the Dominions of it, but 


. Hlravenly and Angelical, which would finally take place in the 


Erd of the World, when coming with great Glory, he would 
jnage the Onick and the Dead, and reward all Men accurding 
to their Works, The Iſſue was, that locking upon the 
Mean- 
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© Meanneſs and Simplicity of the Men, as below his Jealou- 

, fies and Fears, he diſimils'd them without any Severity a- 

ws gainſt them; and Tertullian adds, that he immediately ceas'd 

18 the Perſecution againſt the Church by his Edict, which hap- 

er ned juſt before his Death. Theſe two were now look d 

N vpon not only as Kinſmen, but as Martyrs of our Lord, 

re and were honour'd of all, being preferr'd to Places of Au- 

y thority and Government in the Church; and Julius Africa» 
u., a famous Author of the third Century, ſays that he 

as learn'd ſeveral Things of Chri/Ps Genealogy, of thoſe who 

er were then his Kindred, according to the Fleſh, and who 

p- from Naxareth and Cocab in Judæa, were diſpers'd in di- 

s, vers Parts of the World. 

R Domitian now became daily tormented with terrible O- Dic. 
re ments and Portents, which ſometimes drove him to De- S. 
ad ſpair; but nothing more affe&ed him than the Anſwer of 

or Aſcleterron, the Aſtrologer, and the ſtrange Accident that 

+ enſu'd, For being accus'd to the Emperor of publiſhing 

he- Predictions of his , and not denying the Charge, Do- 

VI mitian ask'd him if he knew his Fortune, and what Death 

to he himſelf ſhould die; the Aſtrologer reply*d, That be 
ſu- be de vour d by Dogs, To convince the World therefore, ashe 
pd thought, of his Error, the Emperor caus'd him immediately to 
rn be lain, and commanded that he ſhould be burnt with all 
"Y poſſible Care; but while this was effeQing, à furious Tem- 
mw peſt ſaddenly aroſe, blew down the funeral Pile, and threw 
the off the Body; upon which the Dogs caught it up, and de- 
of W vour'd it before it was half conſum'd by the Fire. This 
rod MW Tyrant's Ruin was much promoted by Means of the unjuſt 
\ © Death of his Couſin Clemens before mention'd, and haſtned 

ind by Reaſon of an accidental Diſcovery of his own Wife 
ing Domitia, who ſearching into his black Table Book, found 1 

ies ber own Name there, with many of his principal Friends, | 

hey particularly Stephanus his Steward, Norb anus and Perromus, 9 

ich to whom ſhe ſhew'd the Book, ia Order to oblige them to 1 

vith diſpatch Domitiaun. Theſe and ſeveral others were foon | 

and perſuaded into a deep Conſpiracy, which they form'd and 

He carry'd on with the greateſt Diligency and Secrecy; among 

the whoin Stephanus and Parthenius were Principals, the latter 

e it MW being Domitian's chief Chamberlain, and the former for ſe- 

ing- vera Days wearing a ſhort Dagger in his left Arm wrapt 

but in Wool, pretending an accidental Hurt in that Place. 

the Domitiun had particular Notice long before of the very 

ould Night and the Hour of his Death, according to ſome; which 

ing un the time approached, gave him the moſt * 
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eaſineſs. At that Night when his Fears were greateſt, he 
enquiring of his Attendants what Hour it was, they falſly 
told him Midnight, which was an Hour later than that 
Which he apprehended, At which, being tranſported, as if 
all Danger was palt, he haſtned to his Bath for the Refreſh- 
ment of his Body; but Parthenius with great Earneſtneſs led 
him another Way, pretending he had a Perſon in his Cham- 
ber, who had a Matter of the higheſt Importance to diſco- 
ver to him, and which cou'd not ſafely be deferr'd. in 
which Chamber he was met by Sephanus, who under Pre- 
tence of diſcovering a Conſpiracy, preſented Domitiau With 
a Liſt of ſeveral Names, aſſuring him that Clemens was (till 
alive; and while he was reading it, he ſuddenly ſtruck his 
Dagger in his Groin. Whereupon the Emperor crying out, 
clos'd with him, and with great Violence threw him to the 
Ground before he could give him another Wound; but in 
theſe Struglings Parthenins, Clodianus, Maximus, and Satn- 
rius, With other Conſpirators, ran all furiouſly upon him, 
and with many Wounds diſpatch'd this impious Tyrant in 
ſpite of all his Aſſurance and pretended Divinity, Thus did 
God's Vengeance meet with the ſecond great Perſecutor of 
his Church, who after his Death was farther puniſh'd by the 
Senate, who made a Decree, That no more Honour ſhould 
be ſhewn at his Funeral, than was allow'd to a common Ruf- 
Han; that all his Inſcriptions ſhould be totally raz'd; that his 
Name ſhould be ſtruck out of the Regiſters of Fame, and his 
Memory aboliſh*d for ever. He dy'd in the Year 96, on the 
13th Day of September, under the Conſulſhips of Valens and 
Vetus, being in the 45th Year of his Age, and having reign'd 
1c Years and 5 Days. It is almoſt incredible what ſome 
Writers ſay concerning Apollanius Tyanens, formerly men- 
tion'd, viz, that he being at £&pheſus, at the ſame Minute 
that Domitian was lain, ſuddenly cry'd out before great 
Numbers, Courage, brave Stephanus! Strike the Tyrant home ; 
and that immediately after he ſaid, All is well, the Tyrant 
is dead, be is juſt now ſlain, | 


| [ The Roman Senate, after ſome Moderation of their 


A.D. Joy tor Domitian's Death, by the Aſſiſtance of Petronius 


96. 


Captain of the Prætorian Guards, created Cocceius Nervs 


Nur Emperor, a Perſon of about 64 Years of Age, born in the 


V A, 


the thir-- 


Iſle of Crete, and the firft Emperor who was neither of 2 


tenthb Roman, or Italian Family. He was a Man of ſingular Ho- 
Roman neſty and Generoſity, and of no leſs Moderation and Cle- 


* mency; and one of his ficlt Acts was the reſcinding the 


Prov, odious 
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odious Decrees of his Predeceſſor, particularly recalling the 
diſperſed Fews and Chriſtians, who from Rome and other 
Cities were baniſh'd in the late Reign, not diſturbing them 
in the Uſe of their Religion. He ſhew'd the like Kindneſs 
and Humanity to all others unjuſtly baniſh'd by Domitian, 
likewiſe reſtoring all their Goods found about the Imperial 
Palace; and he not only ſhew'd himſelf liberal to the Op- 
preſſed, but he alſo caus'd great Numbers of poor Mens 
Sons to be bred, up at his own Charges, and gave certain 
Lands for the Recovery of decayed Gentlemen. As an lu- 
ſtance of his Clemency, he ſolemnly ſwore, That no Sena- 
tor of Rome ſhould be "rp to Death by his Commandment ; 
which he ſo-religiouſly obſerv'd, that when two of that 
Rank had conſpired againſt his Life, he as'd no Severity 

ainſt them; but to let them fee he was not ignorant 
of their Deſigns, he carry'd them with him to the publick 
Theatre, plac'd them on each Side of him, and preſenting 
them with two Swords, he told them beforeall the People, 
That they might experience the Goodneſs of the Weapons upon 
his Body. Which, with other uncommon AtQts of Clemen- 

, gave Occaſion to ſome to murmur at the Lenity of his 
— openly declaring, That it was a great Miſ- 
fortune to live under that Reign where all Things were for- 
bidden, but aworſe under that where all Things were allow'd, 
This was particularly made known to the Emperor, who 
took Care accordingly; and during his ſhort Reign, made 
ſeveral good Laws and Ordinances; among which one was, 
that he ſtrictly prohibited a common Abuſe of that Age, 
the Caſtration of Male Children; a Cuſtom which Domitian 
had likewiſe condemn'd, but not wholly remov'd. He al- 
ſo forbad that any Man ſhould marry his Niece, which had 
been firſt allow'd in the Reign of Claudius; and ſetled ſe- 
veral other Matters that wanted Reformation. He would 
not permit any Statues to be erected in his Honour, and 
took down all thoſe Gold and Silver Statues of Domitian's, 
which the Senate had ſpared,and converted them to better Uſes. 
His Symbol was, A good Mind poſſeſſes a Kingdom; and he 
had ſo great a Confidence in his own Innocency, that he 
often declar'd, That tho" he ſhould quit the Empire, and re- 
turn to a private Life, he had ated nothing that could cauſe 
him to fear any Man. 

We are told by Philoſtratus that this Emperor, in the Be- 
ginning of his Reign, ſent to the famous Apollonius Tyanens, 
to defire him to come and aſſiſt in his Council; but was 
anſwer'd, That they two could not meet before Death, How- 
Vo. II. C | ever 


417 


; 


a * = \ — 
= 28 Tb anne... are... Eon —— — — Cee LY 


418 Cent. I. Frcleſraftical Hiffory. Book II. 


A. D. 


ever Apollonia; wrote a Letter to him, full of wiſe Inſtru- 
Crions, and the Arts of Government, which he ſent by his 
Friend Damis, with other verbal DireQions ; and ſhortly 
after dy'd, in the latter End of this Year 96, or the Begin- 
ning of the next, being about an hundred Years of Age. 
As to the ſeveral Miracles faid to have been wrought by 
this Philoſopher and Magician, his familiar Converſe with 
Kings and Emperors, and the mighty Eſtimation, even to 
Adoration, which he is ſappos'd to have obtain'd, as we 
hinted before, there is the greateſt Uncertainty, and alſo 
r Therefore we have ſaid the leſs concerning 
them. 2 

In theſe Times of Indulgence and Toleration, the Church 
of God encteas'd exceedingly, and the Chri/tians multiply- 


97. 
Netvæ ing, became very numerous in moſt Parts of the Roman 


1 
— 
2. 


Empire. But notwithſtanding the great Mildneſs of this 
Reign, it was not wholly without Martyrs, particularly the 
great T:##0thy Biſhop of Epbeſics, who after many Years 
Government of this Charch, ſuffer'd on the 22d or 24th of 
January. This we ate aſſut'd by the Rowan Martyrology, 
and his Ads attributed to Pylyerates in the ſecond Century, 
tho* written in the fifth or ſixth) which inform us, That 

iana's Votaries celebrating a Feſtival call'd Catagagran, in 
which they carry*d about the Images of their Gods, and by 
Means of their Masks and Clubs committed a thouſand 
Inſolencies and Outrages; Timothy ſtood in the Streets to 
oppoſe and reprove this execrable Cuſtum, which ſo inrag'd 
the People, that falling upon him with Stones and Clubs, 
they left him for dead: But ſome of the Cyriſtians finding 
him to breath, took him up, and lodg'd him without 
the Gate of the City, where in two Days he expir'd. Thus 
after infinite Labours and Difficulties, he, dy'd in God's 
Cauſe, being the ſame Perſon whom St. Joh tiles, The Angel 
of the Church of Epheſus, and one of that Note and Emi- 
nency, that many have given him the Title of an Apoſtle. 
Shortly after his Death, the Apoſtte Fob», taking the Op- 
portunity of thoſe eaſie Times, being brought back from 
Patmos, return'd to his moſt intimate Friends at Epheſus, 
Finding Timothy dead, the Biſhops of his Province deſit'd 
him to take the Care of the Church upon him, which he 
accepted, and govern'd it 'till the Reign of Trajan. He 
was 90 Years of Age, according ro Epipharims, when he 
took this Care upon him; and notwithſtanding his great 
Age, he went many Journies into the neighbouring Pro- 


vinces to ordain Biſhops, and ſettle and confirm Churches, 
as 


as Occaſion requir'd, in this Manner governing all the 
Churches of the Leſſer Alia. 
This Apoſtle having again undertaken the Government 
of the Church, wrote three ſeveral Epiſtles, and as it is 
generally believ'd, near the ſame Time; tho' as to that 
we cannot be vety poſitive. The firſt of them is call'd Ca- 
tholich, calculated as it were for all Times and Places, con- 
* taining moſt excellent Rules for the Conduct of the Chri- 
© tian Life, preſſing to Love and Charity, to Holineſs and 
© Purity of — and not to reſt in a naked and empty 
© Profeflion of Religion, particularly not to be led away 
© withthecratty Inſinuations of Seducers and falſe Teachers, 
© antidoting Men againſt the Gnoſticł, and other heretical Prin- 
* ciples and Practices, to whom it is not to be doubted, but 
© that the Apoſtle had a more particular Reſpect in this E- 
* piſtte. According to his uſual Modelty, he conceal'd his 
Name; yet this Epiſtle, as Euſebius tells us, was univerſally 
receiv*d and never queſtion'd by any; and was anciently, as 
appears from St. Auſtin, inſcrib'd to the Parthians, tho for 
what Reafon we are to learn, unleſs becauſe he hifnſelt had 
formerly preach'd in thoſe Parts of the World. It is look'd 
upon to be very like his Goſpel, both as to the Matter and 
the Stile. His other two Epiſtles are very ſhort ; and ſome 
have doubted whether they are canonical, attributing them 
to another Fohbz; and this Diſpute continu'd 'till the End of 
the fourth Century. But fince then, both Fathers and Coun- 
cils have unanimouſly agreed to receive them as the Wri- 
tings of this Apoſtle, becauſe they breath out the ſame 
Spirit of Charity, and Zeal againſt Sin, as St. John's other 
Writings do. The firſt of the two is directed to a Chriſtian 
Lady, which ſome think isnam'd Electa; wherein he com- 
mended her and her Childrens Pieties, * e 1, nar 
© to Charity, exhorting them to Perſeverancein good Works, 
* and perſuading them to ſhew a great Abborrence of falſe 
© Teachers and Deceivers, without ſo much as being hoſpi- 
* table to them or ſaluting them. Adding, that he was ſo 
* brief in his Inſtructions, becauſe he detign'd to ſee her 
* ſhortly. His laſt Epiſtle is directed to Gaius or Cars, 
which ſome think was one of St. Paul's Diſciples; which, 
if true, it is more likely to be Gaius of Derbe than of Co- 
rinth. In it he commended his Hoſpitality to the Faith- 
* ful, exhorting him to exerciſe it chearfully to thoſe who 
* are employ'd in the Church's Service. He condemn'd the 
Ambition of Diozrephes, threatuing, when he came, to 
* puniſh his abuſive Tongue ſeverely; and highly approv'd 
* of the Virtue of n for which he was ä 
2 0 
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© of all Men. John took not upon him the Title of Apo- 
ſtle in theſe two laſt Epiſtles, becauſe they were written to 
bes Friends, but call'd himſelf an Elder, probably from 
is great Age, which perhaps was not the Title he uſually 
gave himſelf. St. Ferom ſpeaking of St. John's, and the 
other general Epiſtles, gives this Character of them, That 
oy are long and ſhort, ſhort in Words, long in Senſe 
and Myſteries, which are ſo many and great, that few Per- 
ſons but are dazled by the View and Contemplation of 
them. | | 
Beſides theſe Epiſtles, the Apoſtle undertook a greater 
Work, in the ſame Year 97, according to the beſt Chrono- 
logers; and this was his Goſpel, which many believe was 
the laſt of his Writings, and of all the Holy Scriptures. It 
was compos'd at the Requeſt of ſeveral of his Diſciples, 
almoſt all the Biſhops of Aſia, and all the Faithful of the 
neighbouring Provinces, who unanimouſly join'd in a Peti- 
tion to him, to give an avthentick Teſtimony to the Truth. 
His Modeſty and a venerable Reſpe& to thoſe profound 
Truths he was urg'd to treat of, made him backward in 
undertaking the Task; but the Importunity of the Aſian 
Churches, who had ſeverally ſent their Deputies, and the 
ſecret Influence of the Holy Ghoſt oblig'd him to venture 
upon the Work. He would not begin it till they had ap- 
pointed a publick Faſt and Prayers, to implore the Aſſi- 
ſtance of God; and at the End of a profound Viſion and 
Revelation, being fill'd with the Spirit, he broke out into 
thoſe Words, In the Beginning was the Word, and the Word 
was with God, and the Word was God. As the other three 
Evangeliſts had ſhewn the Humanity of Feſrs Chriſt, as he 
was King, Prophet, and Prieſt, ſo this foar'd above them, 
and manifeſted his Divinity. The Ancients aſſign two Rea- 
ſons eſpecially for the writing of this Goſpel : The firſt, 
that he might confound the early Hereſies of thoſe Times, 
eſpecially of the Elionites and Cerinthians, and the reſt of 
that Party, who began openly to deny Cbriſt's Divinity, 
and his Exiſtence before his Incarnation; which Reaſon is 
affirm'd by Ireners, Clemens Alexandrinut, Vittorinus, St. 
Ferom, Epiphanius, and many others. The other Reaſon 
was, that he might ſupply thoſe Paſſages of the Evangelical 
Hiſtory, which the reſt of the ſacred Writers had omitted; 
which is aſſerted by Euſebius and St. Ferom, Collecting 
therefore the other Evangeliſts, and viewing them carefully, 
he firſt ſet his Seal and ratify'd the Truth of them, and then 
added his own Goſpel to the reſt, eſpecially inſiſting * 
the 
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the Actions of our Saviour from his Temptation in the 
Wilderneſs, to the Impriſonment of John Baptiſt, wherein 
the others were moſt defective, ſcarce giving any Account 
of his firſt Year's Miniſtry. And as the Hiſtorical Part be- 
gins after our Saviour's Temptation, ſo the whole takes 
in a leſs Compaſs of Time than the leaſt of the other Three, 
St. Mark; and tho? it appears to have been written to ſap- 
ply the Defe&s and Omiſſions of the reſt, recording our 
Saviour's Diſcourſes, more than his Miracles, yet ſtill the 
Order of Time is more carefully obſerv'd, and the four 
Paſſovers exactly diſtinguiſh'd, of which we have expreſs 
Intimation but of one in the other Evangeliſts. The Sub- 
je& of his Writing is very ſublime and myſterious, mani- 
feſting Chriſt's Eternity, creating of the World, c. upon 
which Account Theodoret (tiles his Goſpel a Theology 
which human Underſtandings can never fully penetrate. 
Thence by the Ancients he is compar'd to an Eagle, ſoat- 
ing aloft within the Clouds, where the weak Eye of Man 
eou'd not follow him; hence he is peculiarly honour'd with 
the Title of The Divine, as if it were due to none but him, 
at leaſt were due to him in a more eminent and extraordi- 
nary Manner. Nay the very Gentile Philoſophers cou'd 
not but admire his Writings; and a certain Platuniſt (aid, 
That the firſt Sentence f bis Goſpel ought to be written in 
Letters of Gold, and plac'd in the Front of all Churches, A- 
nother of them, nam'd Amedzas, cites this Paſſage as an ad- 
mirable Piece of Philoſophy, equal to Plato's moſt divine 
Notions; and ſeveral of the molt approv'd Philoſophers 
have admir'd it, and inſerted it in their Works. This Gof- 
pel was always receiv'd by the Cnurch as Canonical, and 
thoſe who rejected it treated as Hereticks, under the Name 


of Alogi, or Enemies to the Word, It was written in Greek 


by St. John himſelf, and ſome ſay the Original Minuſcript 
was at Epheſus in the th Century; but in the fourth, it 
was tranſlated into Hebrew, and kept by the Fews in their 
Library at Tiberias. Dionyſius Alexandrinus ſays concerning 
the Stile, That it was written according to the ſtricteſt Rules 
of the Greek Tongue, with Elegance of Words, Realon- 
ings and Conſtruction; having nothing in it barbarous or 
Improper, flat or vulgar, tho' written with the greateſt Sim- 
plicity ; ſo that God gave him not only Knowledge of the 
Myſteries he relates, but Abilities to expreſs them fairly 
and fully. 


About the Time of the writing this Goſpel, dy'd Avili, Euſeh. 


, the ſecond Biſhop of Alexandria after St. Mark, having 
| . C3 happily 
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happily govern'd that Church about thirteen Years, He was 
ſucceeded by Cerds, who is ſuppos'd to have been one of 
the three firſt Presbyters ordain'd by St, Mark: He held the 
Dignity about cleveu Years, in whoſe time the Numbers 
of the Chriſtians exceedingly encreas'd in eAfgypr, Thebais, 
and Lybia, In-this ſame Year 97, Muuuſ. Tillomont, coutra- 
ry to the Opinion of Mr. Dodwell and ſome others, has 
plac'd the Writings of St. Clement's Epiltle to the Corin- 
thiant, and not without good Reaſons and Cogjectures; 
but having already taken Notice of it in the Year 68, we 
ſhall not contend about a Thing of ſo little Certainty, and 
| which is ſo very hard to diſcover. 

* Towards the latter End of this Year, the Emperor Ner- 
va, finding his Soldiers mutinous upon the Account of 
Domitian's Murther, and himſelf declining in Years and 
Infirmities, relolv'd to adopt ſome worthy Perſon, who 

"| | ſhouw'd be able both to ſapport him, aud govern after his 

Il Deceaſe. Tho” he had many conſiderable Friends, and Re- 

| | lations, who hop'd for this high Diguity, yet like a juſt and 


m generous Prince, he ſought only the publick Good, and 
6 04 wiſely made Choice of Ulpins Trajanus, an utter Stranger 
to his Family, then Governor of the Lower Germany, and the 
| reatelt and moſt deſerving Perſon of that Age, Having 
2 olemuly perform'd this about the 28th of Odtuber, he ſent 
40 Ambaſſadors to him at Cologs with the Enſigns and Arms 
of the Empire; from which time the Soldiers remain'd 
in a perfect Quietneſs and Obedience. But he liv'd not long 
to enjoy the Benefit of this happy Choice; for in the be- 
ginning of the following Vear, near three Months after, 
i he was ſeiz'd with a violent Paſſion” againſt a Senator call'd 
1 Regulus, and by ſtraining his Voice, was put into ſuch Diſ- 
1 | order, that by Reaſon of the Feebleneſs of his Body, and 
the Lowneſs of his Spirits, he fell into a Fever, and ſhort- 
ly after dy'd. This hapacd in the Year 98, on the 21ſt or 
| - 27th Day of January, he being near 66 Years of Age; at- 
F ter a ſhort Reign of one Year, four Months, and about 
eight or nine Days, He was deify'd by the Senate, accord- 
ing to the ancient Cuſtom, and his Body inter'd in the Se- 
pulchre of Augn/tas. 


98. III. Upon the Death of Nerva, Trajan was joyfully 
IA A- receiv'd at Rome by the Scnate and People, and obey'd as | 
[AN, Emperor. He was a Spariurd by Birth, and about 42 Years 
te four: of Age, of a ſtrong Body, and vigorous Mind, happily 
Roman temper'd with the euliycuing Warmih cf Youth, and the 
F maperor, wary 
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way Experience of old Age; ſo that he was in all Re- Pie dc. 

{pe s prepar'd for the greateſt Attempts, and the nobleſt 
nterprizes. In the Beginping of his Reign, he was bleſt 

with the Happineſs of having the greateſt Maſter of his 

Age, that admirable Philoſopher and Biographer Plutarch, 

by whoſe wiſe Inſtructions, added to his own Abilities, he 

purſu'd his Miniſtration of the Government with that Mo- 

deration and Juſtice, and that Wiſdom and Greatneſs, as 

rajs'd both the Love and Admiration of all Men. He be- 

gan with a Reformation of ſeveral Laws, and took care 

to advance the moſt worthy and virtuous Men to the high- 

eſt Poſts, reclaiming ſuch as were otherwiſe with Gentle- 

neſs and Clemency. At his firſt Entrance into the Senate 

he ſolemnly ſwore, That no good Man by his Command 

ſhould ſuffer Death or Diſgrace ; and ſoon after fhew'd great 

Liberality to worthy Men, efpecially relieving the Ne 

and Indigent, in which he both imitated and excell'd his 

Predeceſſor Nerva; which he eminently ſhew'd by his edu- 

cating great Numbers of poor Mens Children in Kome, 

and in all /zaly, He acted all Things with a remarkable 

Mixture of Moderation and Munificence, treated all Men 

with Courteſie and Aﬀability, without Diſguiſe or Envy, 

and entertain'd Perſons of Merit with a molt open IFamilia- 

rity, tho' of mean Rank, frequently paying Vitits to them, and 

admitting them into his private Converſation: For which be- 

ing blam' d for too great Condeſcention, he reply'd, That be 

treated his Subjects with the ſame Uſage as he himſelf would 

defire of his Prince, were he a private Þer an. Then he had 

ſo great an Aſlurznce of his own Innocence and Integrity, | | 

that in giving his Sword to Saburinus, according to Cu- 3 

ſtom, when he made him Commander of his Guards, he pro- 


nd nounc'd theſe Words, Take this Sword, and if I groern like 
— a juſt Prince, employ it in my Service; but if I avzſe ny Au- 
= thority, draw it againſt me, In ſhort, he was engu'd with 
al. all the Excellencies and Qualifications of a mighty Empec- 
but ror, and with ſo great a Meaſure of the nobleſt Gifts that 
rd- Air, Victor. tells us, he ſeem'd to enjoy a trantcendent 
Se. Temperature of all Virtues. His Virtues were all human, 
and he met with all human Rewards, both in the 7 4 * | 
u- 


rity of his Life, and his Fame after Death; it being a 

ly ſtom in ſacceeding Reigns, when the Roman, ponr'd out 
® Y their Bleſſings upon theirnew choſen r they wiſh'd 
1 them 7 he Fortune of Auguſtus, and the Goodneſs of Trajan. 
ily Yet he mult be acknowledg'd to have been exorbitant in his 
ine Y Ambition, the prevailing Paſſion of his Religion, and that ge ; 
v7 and not free ſtom thoſe two Vices of Luxury and Wo- 

84 men: 
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men; tho? in the former he never ſhew'd any Diſorder ot 
Extravagance, nor in the latter us'd any Violence or Com- 
pulſion. | | 
But none of the leaſt remarkable Qualities of this Empe- 
ror was his Superſtition and his Zeal for Paganiſm, the e- 
ſtabliſh'd Religion of the Empire; for which he is high- 
ly applauded by Pliny, who ſays, That he gloried in being 
the moſt religious of all Princes, This falſe Religion he 
embrac'd afterwards prov'd very incommodious to the true 
one; and the famous St. Clement of Rome found the Ef- 
fects of it in the firſt Year of his Reign, according to Me- 
e who aſlures us, That St. Clement having con- 
verted a noble Lady call'd Theodora, and many others in 
Rome, the Emperor baniſh'd him, and condemn'd him to di 
in the Mines in the Taurica Cherſuneſus, where in the mid 
of his great Afflictions he made many Converts, and ſpread 
Chriſtianity farther than ever. But having no better Autho- 
rity than Mietaphraſtes, we (hall neither inſiſt upon the Truth 
- the Fact, nor enlarge upon the Story as we might have 
one. | 
A. D. In the following Year the Emperor was made Pontifex 
99. Maximus, an Office highly agrecable to his Temper, and 
Traj. 2 vigorouſly proceeded in a farther Reformation of the Laws, 
Dien. and all kinds of Inconveniencies: Among the relt he ut- 
terly exterminated thoſe inſufferable Vermin the Delators, 
Promoters, and Pettifoggers, who in former Reigns had 
made vaſt Advantages by fomenting all Kinds of private 
Quarrels and Diſſentions, and had been almoſt deſtroy'd by 
the Emperor Titus. He alſo put down the ordinary Pan- 
tomimi, Farce- Players and Buffoons, rightly judging thoſe 
Diverſions effeminate, and unworthy of the Roman Gravi- 
ty. He augmented the Number of the poor (children to 
be educated at his Charge, to near five thouſand, and per- 
form'd many other worthy Actions; for which he not on- 
ly obtain'd the Title of Pater Patriæ, but the Senate gave 
him the new Title of OPTIMUS, as the beſt of all 
Princes, which he eſteem'd more than all the Glories of 
his Victories and Conqueſts, becauſe this related not ſo 
2 to his Courage and Conduct, as to his Morality and 
iety. 
Ewſch, In the mean time, the Apoſtle John proceeded in his 
cen Duty with all imaginable Care and Tenderneſs, and with 
all the Labour and Vigour that his great Age wou'd per- 
mit, Of which we have this remarkable and undoubted 
Inſtance; Coming to a City near Epeſus, in the Viſitation 
| O! 
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of his Churches, which ſome think to be Smyrna, he eſpied 
a Youth of excellent Shape and pregnant Parts, and taking 
hold of him, deliver'd him to the Biſhop of the Place with 
this Charge twice repeated, commend this Perſon to be 
look'd to with the utmoſt Care and Diligence, and that in the 
Preſence of Chriſt, and the Church. e Biſhop readily un- 
dertook the Charge, receiv'd the young Man into his 
Houſe, inſtructed him, and at laſt baptiz'd him. After 
which, as if this Sacrament would guard him from all 
| Temptations, he thought he might remit the ſtrictneſs of 
his Care; but the young Man, making a wrong Uſe of 

his Liberty, fell into dangerous Company, by whoſe Arts 
and Snares he was ſeduc'd into all Kinds of Riot and 
Wickedneſs ; till deſpairing of Pardon from, God, he let 
looſe the Reins to the utmoſt Exorbitancy, and agreeing 
with his Aſſociates, they combin'd themſelves into a Band 
of Highway Men, and made him their Captain, who ſoon 
became as far above the reſt in Fierceneſs and Cruelty, as 
he was in Power and Authority. St. Fo» upon Occaſion 
returning to the ſame Place not long after, after he had 
diſpatch'd his other Buſineſs, requir'd from the Biſhop the 
Treaſure committed to his Charge; who being ſurpriz'd, 
and not underſtanding his Meaning, the Apoſtle reply'd, He 
requir'd the young Man his Brother, whoſe Soul he hadtruſt- 
ed to his Care, The old Man with a ſorrowful Counte- 
nance, and Tears in his Eyes, anſwer'd, [Je im Dead: And 
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being demanded by what kind of Death, reply'd, He's dead 


to God; for, alas, he is become a Villain, and inſtead of the 
Church, is fled with his Companions to the Mountains to be 
a Thief and a Kohber, The Apoſtle rending his Cloaths, 
and bewailing that he had entruſted his Brother's Soul to 


ſo careleſs a Guardian, immediately call'd for a Horſe and 


a Guide, and haſtned to the Mountains; where being taken 
by the Sentinels of the Robbers, he beg'd to be brought 
before their Captain, who ſtood ready arm'd ſome Diſtance 
off; but as ſoon as he perceiv'd it was the Apcltle, he be- 
came confounded, and fled away. St. 7-4» not regarding 
his own Age and Weakneſs, follow'd with all poflible 
peed ; and when his Legs could not reach him, he ſent 
theſe paſſionate Exclamations after him, by, O my Son, 
Iſt thou flie from thy aged and nnarm'd Father? Take Pity 
n me, and fear not, there is yet Hope of Salvation for thee; 
I will nndertake with Chrilt for thee ; if need require, I will 
ſreely dye for thee, as our Lord did for us all, and lay down 
my own Life to ranſom thine ; only ſtay and believe me, for 1 
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am ſent by Chriſt. Upon which he ſtaid, and with a deje. 
Red Look rowing away his Arms, he trembled/ and 
melted into Tears; he embrac'd the aged Apoſtle with all 
poſſible Expreffions of Sorrow, being as it were again bap- 
tiz'd with the Flood from his Eyes. St. John aſſur'd him, 
That he had obtain d his Pardon of Chriſt, and having faſted 
and pray'd with him, and for him, and with the \ bor of 
Conſolation refreſh'd his ſhatter'd and diſconſolate Mind, 
he brought him into, and reſtor'd him to the Church; lea- 
ving a noble Example of true Love and Compaſſion for 
erring and endanger'd Souls, 


The TRIRD GENERAL PERSECUTION. 


A.D | V/ . The Church of God had enjoy'd Reſt from Per- 
1, ſecution but four Years, before a new Storm broke out, 
Tra; 2 and fell upon the Chriſtians in many Parts of the Empire; WW | 

1:3 which is call'd The third General Perſecution of the Church, 
Lale. beginning in the third Year of Trajau, and about five Year 
" after the Beginuing of the ſecond under Domitian. Many 
Things contributed to this Perſecution, as the ſtanding 
Laws of the Empire, the Empercr's Zeal for his Religion, 
and Averſion to Chriſtianity, and the Pagans unreaſonable 
Prejudices, which were fupported with all imaginable Lal. 
ſities and Calumnies againſt the Chriſtiaus. This Emperar 
had iſſu'd out no Edict or Decree againſt the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion in particular; wherefore he is not plac'd in the Num- 
ber of the Perſecutors by Tertullian, St. Melito, or Laclan- 
tius. But had always forbidden the Heteriæ, the Societies 
or Colleges erected in many Parts of the Empire, where 
en were wont to meet, and liberally feaſt, under Pre- 
text of Buſineſs, and the Maintenance of mutual Love and 
Friendſhip; which yet the Raman State beheld with a jea- 
| lous Eye, as being often the Nurſeries of Faction aud Se: 
dition. jn the Number of which Heteric all Colleges and 
Corporations were accounted, that were not ſetled by the 
Conſtitution of the Emperor, or by Decree of the Senate; 
and the Perſons frequenting them adjudg*d guilty d 
High-Treaſon. Under this - plauſible Pretence, and th 
Name of illegal Societies, the Chriſtians were (eyerely Pro- 
ſecuted by Governors and other Officers; in which Per 
ſecution great Numbers fell by the Rage of popular Tu: 
mults, as well as by Laws and Proceſſes. This Perſecu 
tion continu'd ſeveral Years, with different Degrees of ' 
| | 98 verit 
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verity, in many Parts of the Empire; and was ſo much the 
more afflicting, becauſe the Chriſtian generally ſuffer'd un- 
der the Notion of MalefaQtors and Traytors, and under an 
Emperor fam'd throughout the World for bis ſingular Ju- 
{tice and Moderation. 
| Of the Martyrs that ſuffer'd in the Beginning of this Per- 
b ſecution, we have the Names of Ceſairus, a Deacon of 
Terracina in Italy, and Zaſimus of Piſidia in Aſia; the lat- 
ter on the 19th Day of June; and the former on the iſt 
of November. But the moſt noted Martyr that ſuffer'd this 
Year, was St. Clemens himſelf, who having in the Time 
of his Exile made great Numbers of Converts was ſingled 
out for a ſpecial Example, and condemu'd to be thrown 
into the Sea with an Anchor about his Neck, according to 
the moſt receiv'd Opinion; tho' for want of more ancient 
Authority, many doubt of the Relation, His Martyrdom 
hapned on the 24th Day of November, according to Baro- 
niut, and the ordinary Roman Computation, after he had 
been ſole Biſhop of Ame nine Years, fix Months, and fo 
many Days. He was ſucceeded in that Dignity by Evari- 
ſins a Grecian by Birth, and of Jewiſh Parentage, according 
to Platina, who held the Place near nine Years. As to 
the Writings of this Apoſtolical Man St. Clement, beſides 
the celebrated Epiſtle, of which we have formerly given 
ſome Account, there is a Fragment of a fecond Epiſtle, or 
rather a Homily, containing a ſerious Exhortation to the 
Practice of Repentance, and of divers Chriſtian Virtues on 
the Account of the Mercy of God, and Reward promis'd 
to the Faithful. Some think this Epiſtle more ancient than 
the other, as ſhewing no Footſteps of troubleſome and un- 
quiet Times; yet many have judg'd it a ſpurious Piece. 
Nevertheleſs ſeveral of the Fathers have cited both the E- 
piltles as of equal Authority; tho* few or none have thought 
them of equal Value. Several other Writings are falſly im- 
puted to St, Clement, as particularly The Apoſtolical Conſli- 
int ions, an ancient and uſeful Book, but writ long after 
his Death; The Recognitions, an ancient Book, abounding 
with Ercors and Fables; The Clementinæ, and the Confe- 
rences of St. Peter and Appion, Works of the ſame Na- 
cl ure and Authority with the Recognitions, 

During this Perſecution, the holy Apoſtle St. Jabs felt 
none of the Storm at Epbeſus, but purſu'd his Duty in 
Peace, tho' extreamly weak and declining in Body. He 
continually urg'd his Auditors to the Dutics of Love, 
Meekneſs and Tenderneſs to each other; and our Lord's 
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great Love to him ſeems to have inſpired his fervent Soul 
with a more extenſive and generous Charity than the reſt 
of Mankind. St. Ferom tells us, that by Reaſon of his 
great Age, he was reduc'd to that Weakneſs, that he could 
not go to the Church. or Chriſtian Aſſemblies, unleſs car- 
ry'd by his Diſciples; and that not being able to make long 
Diſcourſes, he ſaid nothing elſe in thoſe Aſſemblies but 
this Sentence, Ay dear Children, love one another, But 
thoſe who heard him, at length being weary with his con- 


ſtant Repetition of the ſame Thing, ſaid to him, Maſter, 


Why do you always ſay the ſame Thing? Upon which he re- 
turn'd them this Anſwer, worthy of the beloved Apoſtle, 
Ie is what our Lord himſelf has commanded, and if we can 
perform this, we need do nothing elſe. In the latter End of 
this Year 100, and about the 27th Day of December, ac- 


,cording to the moſt receiv'd Opinion, this great Apoſtle 


dy'd in Peace at Epheſus; being near a hundred Years of 
Age, and more according to ſome ; having many Years out- 
liv'd the reſt of the Apoſtles, and done ineſtimable Service 
to the Church of God in many Parts of the World, both 
in the ſpreading of the Goſpel, and the eonfounding of He- 
refies. He was bury'd at Epheſas in the City, where ſeve- 
ral Fathers obſerve, That his Tomb was then remaining 
in the Church, built to his Honour, and call'd by his Name; 
but as for thoſe Stories concerning his fleeping in his Tomb, 
and the like, we think them not worthy of relating or con- 
futing. Polycrates Biſhop of Epheſus, ſays he wore a Plate 
of Gold upon his Forchead, as a Prieſt of Feſus Chriſt; 
which was a Bidge of Honour which the firlt Biſhops of 
the Church wore, in Imitation of the High-Prieſts among 
the Fews. Fpiphanius aſſerts, That through the whole 
Courſe of his Life, he obſerv'd a very ſtrict Way of Li- 
ving, and worthy of him; that he never cut his Hair, nor 
bath'd himſelf, nor eat the Fleſh of any Creature, and wore 
but one Coat, and a Linnen Garment, like his Brother James. 
He left many eminent Diſciples behind him, the chief of 
whom were St. Ignatius, St. Polycarp, and Papias Biſhop 
of Hierapolis. He is ſaid to have appear'd to Gregory Bi- 


ſhop of Nevceſarea, when he was young, and gave him a | 
Creed, which is cited in the Fifth General Council. The 
Ebionites of old attributed ſeveral Writings to this Apollie, 
which they forg'd, as a, Book of his Voyages, afterwards 
call'd St. John's A Cs; which is thought to have been com- 
pos'd by Lucius, the ordinary Author of thoſe falſe and 
impious Books, A 
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And thus ended the Apoſtolical Age, and likewiſe the 
firſt Century; in which Age the Church of God, which 
before in a great Meaſure was confin'd to Judæa, and there 
alſo miſerably debas'd and corrupted, now dilated and dif- 
fus'd it ſelf after a moſt ſtupendous Manner; and in a Space 
of leſs than 70 Years, got Footing and Ground in the 
greateſt and beſt Parts of the World: And all this by Me- 
thods uncommon and ſurprizing, contrary to all human Po- 
licy, and human Imagination. Chriſt purchas'd his Church 
and Kingdom with his own Blood, and his Apoſtles and 
Followers did propagate and ſeal it with theirs. Chri/tia- 
nity by the Aſſiſtance and Support of twelve poor Perſons, 
moſt Fiſhermen of a deſpis'd Nation, without Learning, 
without Forces, without Reputation or Authority in the 
World, in a few Years out-ſtretch'd the Bounds of the 
Roman Empire, and flew like Flaſhes of Lightning to the 
utmoſt Limits of the Univerſe. Notwithſtanding it labour'd 
under the moſt conceivable Difficulties, greater than any 
Doctrine before; the Fews bandy'd all their Rage and Fury 
againſt it, the Philoſophers us'd all their Arguments and 
Demonſtrations, the Orators diſcharg'd all their Rhetorick 
and Eloquence, the World loaded it with all imaginable 
Lies and Calumnies, and the Roman Empire employ'd its 
Fire and Sword, and all that was terrible to deſtroy it; yet 
no Arts could diminiſh its Growth, or ſtop its Progreſs, 
but it daily encreas'd beyond Imagination, and overbore al! 
the Powers of Earth and Hell. Such wonderful Increaſe 
and Subſiſtence ſhews its Heavenly Nature, and Divine O- 
riginal ; and that nothing but the Hand of Omnipotence it 
ſelf could guide and preſerve it under ſuch furious Storms. 
What hapued in this Age were but Part of its Conflicts; 
the reſt we ſhall relate in the tollowing Parts of our Work, 
ſo far as we can learn them from the molt ancient Re- 
cords, 
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From the Death of the laſt ſurvivin fe 
S. John, to the firſt E ans op 
Human Laws, under the Empe- 


ſtianity 6b 
ror Conſtantine the Great. 


Cmtaining the Space of about 213 Tears. 
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Frem' the Death of St. John, and the third General 
Perſecution, to the laſt and entire Diſperſion of the 
Jews, under the Emperor Adrian. 


Containing the Space of about 36 Years. 


from the Britiſp Iflands to the far- 
theſt Indies; and fixing not only in 
3 Cities, and populous Places, but al- 
ſo in Towns and Country-Villages, 

6 Pliny himſelf teſtifies, The Metropolitan Cities were 
ander Biſhops' of the greateſt Eminency and Piety ; 
a an 
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and the four great Cities of the Roman Empire, Rome, 
Alexandria, Antioch aud Jeruſalem, uſually ſtil'd Apo- 
fiolical Churches, were govern'd by Apoſtolical Men; 
Viz. Evariſins in Rome, Cera» in Alexandria, Ignatius in 
Antioch, and Simeon in Jeruſalem, Beſides thefe, we find 

 "Pablins in Athens, Polycarp in Smyrna, Oneſimus in Ephe- 
ſus, Papias in Hierapolis, with many others of primitive In- 
tegrity. This was the State of the Church in the Beginning WM 
ot the ſecond Cemury, increaſing and flouriſhing after a Wt 
ſtupendous manner; but grievouſly afflicted on one Side by 
the Malice of the Fews and Pagans, and the preſent Perſe- WM: 
cution under this Emperor, and no leſs wounded on the {WT 
other by the Hereticks, the Simoniant, the Gnoſtichs, the b. 
Aenanarians, the I hionites, the Ceriathians, and the Nico- Wt 
laitans: Yet ſtill it ſtood firm as a Rock againſt all the WT 
Powers of Hell; ſhining and triumphing in the Glories of Whi 
the utmoſt Parity and Piety, Among the Hereticks that 
infeſted the Church, there aroſe at this time a Sec, cal!'d 
Cainites, a Branch of the WVicolaitans, fo call'd after the 
ren. Name of Cain; who they ſaid, was form'd by a celeſtial 

Ter. and almighty Power, and Abel by one weak and inferior. 
They had abominable Opinions, and held that the Way to 
be ſav'd, was to make Trial of all manner of Things, 
and ſatisfie their Luſts with all wicked Actions: They 
feign'd to themſelves a great Number of Angels, to whom 
they gave barbarous Names, altributing to each a particular 
Sin; and when they were about any wicked Action, they 

invok'd the Angel whom they ſuppos'd to preſide over it. 
They compos'd a Book call'd, Sg. Paul's Aſcenſion to Ha- 
ven; and another, intituled, The Goſpel according to St. Ju- 
das; both containing many horrid Blaſphemies. They had 
a particular Veneration for Cain, Eſau, Korah, and the &- 
domites ; but efpecially for Fadas, becauſe his T reache- 
= pts ſo great a Bleſſing as the Death of Je 
rilt, 

Dion, In the mean time, the Emperor Trajan proceeded in the 

publick Adminiſtrativn with no leſs Wiſdom than Clemen 
cy, and in all Things laudably, wow, 0 in relation to Chr! 
ſtianity. And now being excited with an eager I hirlt aft 
Glory, he reſolv'd to extend the Bounds of the Roman En 

pire by the Force of his Arms; beginning his firſt Enter 
prize againſt the Dacians, a barbarous People on the North 

fide of the River Danabe, who had frequently moleſted th 
Komans in the Reign of Domitian. Marching with a poW 
erful Army into thoſe Countries, he was vigorouſly of 

| pos 


jan by his Skill and Valour overthrew him, with exceed- 


| ing Loſs to the Dacians, and no ſmall Slaughter to the 


Romans, who wanted even Linnen to bind up their Wounds, 
This occaſion'd the Emperor out of a, generous Pity to 
tear his own Robes and Veſtments, towards the ſupplying 
chat Defect; and for thoſe who dy'd honourably, he order'd 
Altars to be erected, and Sacrifices to be yearly offer'd to 
their Memory. Trajan purſu'd his Victory with ſo much 
Diligence, that Decebalus, almoſt reduc'd to Deſpair, hum- 
bly implor'd Peace, and offer'd to accept of any Articles 
- Wthat the Emperor ſhould propoſe; which were in a ſhort 
e Time confirm'd, after Decebalus had ſolemnly proſtrated 
if Whimſelf to the Earth, and publickly acknowledg'd himſelf 
ic bis Victim and Vaſlal. This ended the firſt Dacian War, 


d Win the fourth Year of his Reign, for which he both obtain'd 


the Surname of Dacicus, and a ſolemn Triumph, which 
was attended for many Days after with all manner of pub- 


alter he proceeded to many other Regulations in the State: 
Particularly, he forbad all Advocates to receive Fees, or 
any Promiſe before a Cauſe was pleaded; and likewiſe re- 
ltrain'd the exorbitant Expences, Bribes and other Corrup- 
tions, in the Election of Magiſtrates. In all which, and 
nany other Acts of Reformation, he proceeded with the 


Ju- N umoſt Diſregard to Danger, giving many ſignal Inſtances 
dad Wo! his fearleſs and open Diſpoſition; particularly, in his 
Get Confidence ſhew'd to his Friend and Favourite Sara. 


or ſome Perſons, who envy'd his great Share of the Em- 
kror's Friendſhip, us'd all Methods to blaſt his Reputation, 
id render him ſuſpeRed to his Maſter ; accuſing him even 
forming a Deſign againſt his Life. But Trajan, to ſhew 
ow much he rely'd upon the Fidelity of his Friend, ha- 
ng received an Invitation to Sup with him, went freely 


nards, he order'd Szra's Phyſician and Barber to be brought 
him, commanding the former to take off his Hair about 
Ws Eye-brows, and the latter to ſhave off his Beard; after 
ich he bath'd himſelf, and remain'd ſecurely among Su- 
Friends and Companions, Upon this Trial he return'd 
dis Palace, and recounting all Circumſtances, told the 
Vo L. II. 9 Accuſers, 


, 0 D 
pos 


Chap. I. TRAJAN the 14˙ Rom. Enp. 433 
pos'd by King Decebalas, which occaſion'd a very ſevere and 


bloody War; but Decebalus being no longer able to pro- 
tract the War, was forc'd to a general Battel, wherein Tra- 
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lick Games and SpeQacles in the City. But theſe publick A.D. 
Rejoycings did not divert the Emperor from doing of 102. 
uftice, nor from the Cate of the Government; for ſhortly Tra]. 


d unconcernedly; then purpoſely ſending back all his ' 
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434 Cent. IT.  FEcclefiaftical Hiſtory, Book Ill. 
| Accuſers, That if Sura had amy Deſigns againſt his Life, he 


gave him the faireſt and ſafeſt Occaſion to execute them; and 


that his Neglect of it, was a plain Indication that nv ſuch De- 


ſign was ever form'd. 


A.D. 
103. 

Traj.6 

Dion. 


Another Favourite of this Emperor's was the Famous 
Pliny the Younger, who in the fame Year that the Perſe- 
cution began, had pronounc'd in the Senate-Houſe a molt 
celebrated Panegyrick upon all his Vittues and Excellencies. 
In Reward of which, he made him Governor of all Poxtns 
and Bythinia, in Afia Minor, together with the City of By- 
zantium, not as an ordinary Proconſul, but as his own 
Lieutenant with extraordinory Power, He arriv'd at his 
Government about the 17th Day of September, in the ſixth 
Year of the Reign of Trajan; being order'd by him not 
only to examine into the publick Revenues and Charges, but 


alſo to write to him concerning any remarkable Accidents 


A D. 
10g. 


Taj. 


unde his Care, and any Difficulties he ſhould find, whe- 
ther they related to Civil, or Religious Affairs. In the ſame 
Year the Famous Juſtin Martyr was born; and in the fol. 
lowing, the golden Palace of Nero was burnt down, which 
Oroſius ſays, was a Judgment for the Perſecution of the 
Chriſtians; the Divine Juſtice puniſhing Trajan's Crime 
upon the Work of him who gave the firſt Example. In the 
ſame Year Trajau was particularly employ'd in the fecond 
Dacian War; which was begun by Decebalut, who being 
unable to endure Subjection and Servitude, made all poſh 
ble Preparations againſt the Roman Empire. Trajan was no 
leſs vigorous on the other fide; and to proſecute the War, 
and to ſhew his Power and Grandeur, he in a ſhort Space 
built a Bridge over the ſpacious River Da##be, for the Con- 
venience of his Forces, being all of ſquare Stone of wor: 
derful Beauty, and one of the moſt ſtately and magnificent 
Works of that Nature in the World. This Bridge con 
ſiſted of twenty Piles, each 60 Foot in Thickneſs, and 150 
in Height, beſides the Foundation, which ſupported twent 

noble Arches of 170 Foot each; ſo that the whole lengt 

was above 4660 Foot, a ſtupendous Fabrick, confiderinf 
the ſhort Time of its Building, the almoſt inſuperable Diff 

calties of laying ſo vaſt a Foundation in a River extream! 
deep, with an owzy Bottom, and a contracted Stream, ra 
pid to a Miracle, This may be one Proof of the Wealtl 
and Greatneſs of the Romany Empire, and of Trajan in pi 
ticular; ſhewing that nothing was too bold and difficult tc 
the Genius of that Prince to attempt and effect. 


II. Dur 


N 

J 
/ 

7 

4 

1 
n 
7 
7 
60 
et 
hy 
Ky 
w 
C 
a 
th, 
ha, 
thy 
A 
of Fl 


II. During theſe Preparations, the Perſecution ſtill rag'd 
in ſeveral Parts of the Empire, but eſpecially in the Pro- 
vinces of Pontus and Byebinia, where Pliny was Governor; 
who ſeeing vaſt Multitudes of Chriſtians indicted by others, 
and preſſing on of themſelves to Execution, and that to pu- 
niſt all that acknowledg'd themſeves Chriſtians, would be 
in a manner to lay waſte his Provinces, thought it neceſſary 
to write to the Emperor himſelf about this Matter, to know 
his Pleaſure in the Caſe, His Letter, after the Preface, runs 
thus: I have never been formerly preſent at the Examination 
and Trial of Chriſtians, and therefore know not the Nature of 
the Crime, how far it is puniſhable,- and how' to proceed in 
theſe Enquiries. Nor was I a little at a loſs, whether regard 
ought to be had to Difference of Age; whether the Weak and 
Young were to be diſtinguiſh d from the more Strong and Aged; 
whether place were to be allow'd for Repentance, and whe- 
ther it might be of any Advantage to him, who once was a 
Chriſtian, zo ceaſe to be ſo ; whether the Name alone without 
other Crimes, or the Crimes that attend the Name, ought to 
be pnnih'd? In the mean time, I have ud this Method with 
ſuch as have been bronght before me as Chriſtians : [firſt de- 
munded of them, whether they were Chriſtians ? Upon Conſeſ- 
fron, I repeated the Queſtion, threatning Puniſhment ; and if 
they refed, I commanded them to be executed. For I did 
not at all doubt, but that, whatever their Profeſſion was, their 
Stubborneſs and inflexible Obſtinacy ought to be puniſh d. Others 
who were guilty of the ſame Madneſs, becauſe they were Ro- 
man Citizens, I adjndg'd to be tranſmitted to Rome. While 
Things thus proceeded, the Error, as 1s uſual, ſpreading far- 
ther, more Caſes did occurr: A nameleſs Libel was preſented, 
— the Names of many. But theſe denying themſelves 
ever to 
had invocated the Gods, and offer'd Hine and Incenſe to your 
Statne, which for that Purpoſe I commanded to be brought 
with the Imapes of the Gods; and had likewiſe blaſphem d 
Chriſt, (which 'tis ſaid, no true Chriſtian can be compell'd 10 
4%) I diſmiſid them. Others mention d in the Libel confeſs'd4 
themſelves Chriſtians, bat . it; that they 
had indeed been ſuch, but that they had renoumc d it; ſome 


three Years ſince, others many Years, and one twenty five Tears: | 


All which paid their Reverence to your Statue and the [mages 

of the Got, and blaſphem' d Chtiſt. They affirm, that the 

whole Sum of that Sect or Error lay in this, that they were 

wore upon a ſet folemn Day to oy together before * 
| 2 an 
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and to ſing among themſelves a Hymn to Chriſt, AS A GOD, 
and oblige themſelves by a Sacrament, mot to commit 
2 but to abſtain from Theft, Robbery, Adultery, to 
keep Faith, and to, reſtore any Pledge intruſted with them , and 
that after that they retir'd, and met again at a common Meal, 
in which -was nothing extraordinary, nor criminal: Which 
Meetings they have Fid aſide, after I had publiſh'd an Edict, 
forbidding, according to your Order, all Heterie, or unlawful 
Aſſemblies. To ſatisfie my ſelf in the Truth of this, I com- 
manded two Maidens callid Deaconeſſes, to be examined upon 
the Rack; but I percein'd nothing but a lewd and immoderate 
Superſtition, and therefore ſurceaſing any farther Proceſs, I 
have ſent to beg your Advice. For the Caſe ſeem'd to me wor- 
thy of Conſultation, eſpecially- conſidering the great Number; 
in danger: For very many of all Ranks, Ages and Sexes are 
and will be call'd in queſtion; the Contagion of this Superſti- 
tion having overſpread not only Cities, but Towns and Coun- 
ery-Villages, which yet ſeems poſſible to be ſtopt and cured. It 
is very evident that the Temples, which were almoſt left deſo- 
late, begin now to be frequented, that the holy Solemmnities long 
neglected are now revived, and that Sacrifices are from all 
Parts brought to be ſold, which hitherto found but few to pur- 
chaſe them, Whence tis eaſie to cunjecture, what Multitude: 
of Perſons might be reclaim'd, if place be allow'd for Repen- 
tance. 

By this Letter we may eaſily diſcover the Malice of the 
Pagans, as well as the Innocency of the Chriſtians; and by 
this Account we alſo find, that'tho' the Severity of the Per- 
cution might tempt ſome to apoſtatize, yet ſo vaſt was the 
Number of the Chriſtians in thoſe Parts, that this Great 
Man knew not how to deal with them. To dire& him 
therefore in this Affair, the Emperor Trajan return'd this 
following Reſcript. As to the Manner of our Procedure, 

Secundus, in examining the Cauſes of thoſe who have been 
brought _ you for being Chriſtians, you have taken the 
Courſe which you ought to tale: For 1 certain and general 
Law can be ſo form d, _— provide for all particular Caſes. 
Let them not be ſought for, but if they be accur'd and con- 

vicked, let them be puniſh'd: Yet ſo, that if any denies himſelf 
te be 4 Chriſtian, and gives evidence of it by ſacrificing to on! 
Gods, tho) heretofore he has been ſuſpected, let him be par- 
don d upon his Kepentance, But as for Libels publiſp'd with- 
out the Authors Names, let them not be valid as to the Crimes 
they charge; for that were an ill Precedent, and contrary 10 
the Uſage of our Reign, Tertullian, ſpeaking of this Impe 

A | | ri 
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rial Edict, calls it, A Sentence confounded by a ſtrange 
« Neceflity; It allows them not to be ſought for, as if they 
© were innocent, and yet commands them to be puniſh'd, as 
© if they were ponty : It ſpares and rages, diſſembles, and 
yet puniſhes. y does he entangle himſelf in his own 
+ Cenſure ? 'If he condemns them, why does he not hunt 
them out? If he thinks they 7 Her not to be ſearch'd out 
© why does he not acquit them? Here Tertullian is obfery'd 
to argue more like an Orator, than a Logician : For Trajan 
might be unwilling the Chri/t:;ans ſhould be nicely hunted 
out, and yet not think them innocent: He could not find 
them guilty of any enomous Crime, but only of a novel 
Superſtition ; and therefore, while they conceal'd themſelves, 
did not think it reaſonable that they ſhould be left to the 
Malice and Rapine of buſie Under-Officers. But however 
it was, the Keeneſs of their Enemies Fury by this means 
was taken off; and tho' the Popular Rage might in ſome 
articular Places ſtill continue, yet the general Force and 
Rigour of the Perſecution did abate and ceaſe. 

In the mean Time Trajan, purſuing new Glories, conti- A. D. 
nu'd his Dacian Expedition with great Vigour, ſhewing him- 195, 
ſelf a moſt expert and valiant Commander ; and notwith- Traj.3 
ſanding the Country was large and wild, and the Inhabi- Pi. 
tants fierce and hardy, he totally ſubdued the whole, diſ- 
cover'd much. Treaſure, and reduc'd King Decebalus to ſuch 
Extremities, that to eſcape falling into the Romans Hands, 
he flew himſelf. His Head was immediately ſent to Rome, 
and the whole Country of Dacia was added to the Roman 
Empire, and reduc'd into a regular Province; in which 
Country Trajan built many Cities and Towns, and ſent ſe» 
veral Colonies, being now in the eighth Year of his Reign. 
After which he return'd to Rome with great Honour and 
Renown, and enter'd the City a ſecond Time in ſolemn 
Triumph, which was ſucceeded with infinite Variety of 
Shews and Games, with many magnificent Feaſts and En- 
tertainments, for Joy of his Return and Victories. Theſe 
were more' pompous than any before this Time, continuin 
123 Days ſucceſſively ; in which ſometimes ten thouſan 
Beaſts, both wild and tame, were encounter'd and ſlain in 
a Day, accompany'd with a vaſt Number of Gladiators 
Prizes, and other Pagani ſh and ſuperititious Cuſtoms. The 
Name and Generoſſty of this Emperor became ſo celebra- 
ted through the World, that at this Time Ambaſſadors 
from the very Indies, and ſeveral diſtant Nations came to 
ſue for his Alliance, dba” x him to de their 3 
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A. D. and Superior. Fired with theſe Honours, and thirſting af- | 
106. ter new Conqueſts, he reſolv'd upon an Expedition into 
Traj.9 the Eaſt, againſt the Armenians and Parthians ; taking Oc- 


caſion from the King of Armeuia's receiving his Crown | 
from the Hands of the King of Parthia, and acknowledy- 
ing him his Superior; whereas that King ought to have re- } 
ceiv'd his Authority fram Rome, according to former Ar- , 
ticles. Having made all due Preparations, he parted from A 
Italy in Octaber, in the gth Year of his Reign; and paſſing 7 
through Azhens, and the leſſer Aſia, arriv'd at Seleucia, near 1 
Antioch in Syria, towards the End of December. h 

About this Time flouriſh'd Papras, Biſhop of Hierapolis in L 
Phrygia,and one of St. John's Diſciples ; a Perſon ſufficiently ” 
noted for his Writings and Opinions. He wrote five Books, f 
intitled, The Explicatians of wir Lord's Diſcourſes ; but at * 

reſent we have only ſome few F 1 of them in the al 
Worke of other Authors. He was the chief that promoted to 
the famous Opinion concerning the tempotal Reign of Fe- P, 
ſus Chriſt, which they ſuppos'd ſhould happen on Earth a F 
thouſand Years before the Day of Judgment, when the E- al 
lect ſhould be gather'd together, after the Reſurtection, in ut 
the City of Jeruſalem, and then during that Space ſhould he 
enjoy all the Delights imaginable. This Opinion was much th 
in Eſteem for two or three Centuries, the Followers of it he 
being term'd Millenaries and Chiliaftes ; and it was net er 
only held by the Hereticks, as the Cerinthians, and Marcis WM ns 
nites, the Moztaniſts, the Meletians, and Apollizarians, but pl 
alſo by many of the Catholicks and Martyrs, as Papras, Ju- ay 
ſtin Martyr, Irenæus, Nepos, Victorinus, Lactantius, and Sul- for 
picius Severus. So that St. Jerom durſt not abſolutely cou- Vin 
demn the Opinion; but left it to the Determination of God Ha 
himſelf, That which gave moſt Credit to it was its being trat 
embrac'd by Papas, who being a Diſciple of St. John, was 
ſuppos'd beſt to know his Mind, as to the thoufand Years anc 


he mentions in his Revelation; but Euſebius and ſome 0- Pla 

thers have thought him acredulous Man, and of mean Judg- Wl wh 

ment in interpreting the Scripture, and therefore not much at. 

to be rely'd.on, Bi 

A. D. Upon Tharſday the th of Faxxery, the Emperor Trajor St. 
167, Arriv'd at Antioch, anderiter'd that great City with the Pomps Bl Paj 
Traj. and Solemnities of a Triumph; and as his firſt Care was Wl joic 
10, uſually about the Concerns of Religion, he began immedi- WM fico 
an, ately to enquire into that Aﬀair. He look'd upon it as an Wl to « 
Kat. Affront to his other Vidtories to be conquer'd by Chriſtians, of 
and therefore began to revive his Inquiſitions n 7885 part 
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Whexeupan the brave Champion Ignatius, being in Fear for 
the Church of Antioch his Charge, to protect that, fearlefly 
preſented himſelf before the Emperor, between whom there 
paſs'd a particular formal Diſcouſe, Trajan admiring That 
he dared to trauſgreſs his Laws, while the good Man afferted 
his on Innocency, and the Power which God had given 
them over evil Spirits, and that the Gods of the Gentiles were 
10 letter than Demons, there being but one ſupreme Deity, 
who made the World, and his only N Son jeſus Chri f 
who tho" crucify'd under Pilate, had yet deftroy'd him that 
had the Power of Sin, that is, the Devil, and would rum the 
whole Power and Empire of the Dæmons, and tread it under 
the Feet of thoſe who carry'd God in their Hearts, The 
Ine of the Diſcourſe was, that he was caſt into Priſon, 
where, as ſome report, he was ſubjected to the moſt ſevere 
and mercileſs Torments, ſcourg'd with Plumbatæ, oblig'd 
to hold Fire in his Hands, while his Sides were burnt with 
Papers dipt in Oil, his Feet ſtood upon live Coals, and his 
Fleſh was torn with burning Pincers. Having conquer'd 
all Torments, the Emperor pronounc'd the final Sentence 
upon him, That being incurably over-run with 2 
he ſhould be carry'd bound by Soldiers to Rome, and there 
throws as 4 Prey to the Wild-Beaſts, The pious Martyr 
heartily rejoic'd at the fatal Decree, I thank thee, O Lord, 
cry'd he, that thou haſt ry aids mg thus perfectly to honour 
me with thy Love, and haſt thuught me worthy with thy Apo- 
file Paul to be bound with Iran Chains, With that he 
chearfully embrac'd his Chains, and having fervently pray'd 
tor his Church, and with Tears recommended it to the di- 
vine Care and Providence, he deliver'd up himſelf into the 
Hands of his Keepers, ten Soldiers who were appointed to 
tranſport him to the Place of Execution. 

Being accompany'd by two eminent Chriſtians call'd Philo 
and Agatbopus, he was conducted on Foot to Selexcia, the 
Place where St. Paul and Barnabas ſet fail for Cyprus; 
where going on board, after a tedious Voyage, they arriv'd 
at Smyrna, and there landing, he went to ſalute Polycarp 
Biſhop of the Place, his 01d Fellow-Pupil ynder the Apoſtle 
St. Jabn. Joyful was the Meeting of theſe two holy Men, 
Polycarp being ſo far from being diſcourag'd, that he re- 
Joic'd in the other's Chains, and earneltly preſs'd him to a 
firm and final Perſeverance. All the Country alſo repair'd 
to this City, eſpecially the Biſhops, Presbyters and Deacons 
of the Aan Churches, to behold ſo venerable a Sight, to 
partake of the holy Martyr's Prayers and Benediction, * 
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to encourage him to hold on to his Conſummation, To re- 
uite whoſe Kindneſs, and for their farther Inſtruction and 
Eftablihment in the Faith, he wrote four Epiſtles from this 
City to four ſeveral Churches: The firſt to the Epheſians, 
© wherein he teſtify'd his Joy in ſeeing Oneftmus their Bi- 
© ſhop, exhorting them to live in perfect Unity, and in O- 
* bedience to their Biſhop and Presbyters, and declaring the 
© Diſobedient to be out of the Church, and depriv'd of the 
6 celeſtial Food. Next he warn'd them of Herelics, urging 
© their Belief of the Divinity and Incarnation of Jeſus Chriſt; 
© and after that exhorted them to pray for all Conditions of 
Men, frequently to aſſemble together, and inviolably to 
« preſerve Faith and Charity; affirming that the Devil was 
* ignorant of the Virginity of Mary, of her Child-birth, aud 
© of the Death of our Lord; and concluding all with beg- 
ging their Prayers for him and the Church of Syria. He 
wrote his ſecond Epiſtle to the Magnefians, whoſe City 
ſtood upon the River Meander, exhorting them to be o- 
bedient to their Biſhop Damas, to do nothing without 
* him, and to live in Unity; admoniſhing them to beware 
of vain Opinions, not to live like Fews but Chriſtians, 
© to believe in Saale Chriſt, the Word of God not pro- 
ceeding from Silence, but ſent from God the Father, and 
* our only Hope. At laſt he delir'd them to remember 
* him in their Prayers. He wrote his third Epiſtle to the 
FTrallians by Polybius their Biſhop, * wherein he commended 
their Union and. Submiſſion to their Biſhop, Presbyters, 
© and Deacons, exhorting them to Perſeverance in this U- 
nion, and to avoid Hereticks- Then he expounded the 
© Orthodox Principles of the Catholick Church, that Feſ#s 
© Chriſt was born of the Yirgin Mary, that he was really 
Man, that he actually ſuffer'd and dy'd, and not in Ap- 
« pearance, as ſome Hereticks affirm'd. The laſt Epiſtle that 
he wrote from this City Smyrna was to the Romans, whi 
ther he was going, © in which he gave them an Account of 
© his preſent State and Condition, exprefſing a moſt noble 
* Zeal, and fervent Deſire of ſuffering Martyrdom for his 
dear Lord, beſeeching them not to take his glorious 
* Crown from him, by any Ways preventing his being er- 

$ pos'd to the Wild Beaſts in the Roman Amphitheatre. 
His Keepers a little impatient of their Stay at Smyrna 
ſer ſail for Troas; where at his Arrival in the Month of Sep- 
tember, he was not a little refreſh'd with the News he re 
ceiv*d of the Perſecution ceaſing in the Church of Antiocb 
according to his conſtant Prayers to God. Hither — 
. | + - Churchel 


Chap. I. TR A JAN the 14% Nom. Emp. 


Churches ſent their Meſſengers to viſit and ſalute him, and 
hence he diſpatch'd three Epiitles more : The firſt was wrote 


to the Philadelphiaus, * congratulating their Union, exhort- 


ing them to avoid corrupt DoQrines, and adviſing them 
© not to follow the Abettors of Schiſms and Divifions, and 
© to concur in every Thing with their Biſhop. Laſtly, he 
© refuted the Arguments ot ſuch as wou'd believe nothing 
© but what was written in the Old Teſtament, declaring 
© that the Goſpel was the Perfection of what was prefigur*d 
in the old Law, His ſecond Epiſtle was wrote to the 


Smyraeans, from whom he had lately departed, which he 


ſent with the former by Barrhxs the Deacon, whom they 


and the Epheſians had ſent to wait upon him. In this he 


© confuted the Error of thoſe who deny'd the Humanity of 
Feſus, and that he aſſum'd a real Body; admoniſhing the 
Smyrnæan to avoid Diviſions, as the Original of all Evil, 
© to obey theic Biſhop, to honour the Presbyters and Dea- 
* cons, and to do nothing contrary to the | recepts of their 
© Biſhop, without whoſe Allowance, it was not lawful even 
to baptize, or to celebrate their Agapæ or Love-Feaſts, His 
Jaſt Epiſtle was a private Letter only to Polycarp, * in which 
be gave him many excellent Rules and InſtruQions to be- 
* have himſelf as a Biſhop and Head of the Church, to be 
© coutinually vigilant and charitable, tender and affable, not 
deſpiſing the meaneſt Perſons alive, Laſtly, he advis'd him 
to call a Synod, and to ordain a Biſhop to be ſent into 
* Syria, where God had given Peace to the Church. Short- 
ly after, from Troas they fail'd to Neapolis in Macedonia, 
thence to Philippi, where they wereentertain'd by the Ori- 


ſliant of that Church with all imaginable Courteſie, and 


conducted forwards in their Journey. Hence they paſs'd on 
Foot through Macedonia and Epiras, till they came to Epi- 
damnum, a City of Dalmatia; where again taking Ship, they 
ſail'd through the Adriatick Sea, and arriv'd at Rhegium in 
haly; whence they directed their Courſe to Pateols, Igna- 
tius deſiting, if it might have been granted, thence to have 
gone by Land, that he might havetrac'd the ſame Way, by 
which St. Paul went to Rome, After a ſhort Stay at Pu- 
teoli, a proſperous Wind ſoon carry'd them to the Roman 
Port at the Mouth of the Tiber, a few Miles from Kome, 
whither the holy Martyr long'd to arrive, as much defiring 
to be at theEnd of his Race, as his wearied Keepers were 
to be at the End of their Journey. 

The Chriſtians at Rome daily expecting his Arrival, were 


come out to meet him, and accordingly receiv'd him with 


equal 
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nal Sentiments of Joy and Sorrow; glad at the Approach 

ſo great and good a Man, but ſorry at his deſign'd Exe- 
cution. But when ſome of them did but intimate, That 
poſſibly the People might be talen off from deſiring his Death, 
he exprels'd a pious Indignation, entreating them, To caſt 
wo Aube in his Way, nor give the leaſt Hiudrance tu him, wow 
he. wes haſining #9 his Crows. Being conducted to Rowe, 
he was preſented to the Prefect of the City; and while 
Prepazations were making for his Martyrdom, he and the 
other Chriftiens improv'd their Time to the moſt pious 
Purpoſes: He pray'd with them and for them, heartily te- 
commended the State of the Church to the Protection 3 
our Bleſſed Saviour, and earneſtly ſolicited Heaven, To 
flop the Perſecution that was begun, aud bleſs the Chriltians 


 evith a true Love and Charity towards aue another. That 


the Puniſhment might be more pompous and publick, one 
of their ſolemn Feſtivals, the Time of their Saturnalia, 
was pitch'd upon for his Execution; at which Times they 
uſually entertain'd the People with the bloody Con- 
flicts of the Gladiators, and the encountring of Wild Beaſts. 
Accordingly on the 20th Day of December, he was brought 
out into the Amphitheatre, and agreeably to his own Detire, 
that he might have no Grave but the Bellies of Wild Beaſts, 
the Lions were let looſe upon him, whoſe roaring Allarm 
he entertain'd with no other Concern, than with ſaying, 
T het now as God's own Corn he ſhou'd be ground betaveen the 
Teeth of theſe Beaſts, aud become pure Bread for his heavenly 
Maſter. Thus dy'd the great Ignatius, at a great Age, after 
he had been ſole Biſhop of Autiuih about 37 Years; being 
ſucceeded by Heron, an eminent Perſon, who afterwards 
imitated him in laying down his Life for his Flock, The 


- remaining Bones of St. Ignatius were taken up by thoſe 


who were Companions in his Journey, who tranſported 
them to Antioch, where they were joyfully teceiv'd, and ho- 
nourably entomb'd in the Coemetery without the Gate that 
leads to Daphne, Theſe have left us a particular Account 
of this holy Man's Martyrdom, and farther aſſure us, that 
the following Night, after they had pray'd to Heaven for 
Comfort and Aſſurance, falling into a Slumber, ſome of 
them ſaw this Martyr ſtanding by them and embracing them; 
others beheld him, as it were Sweating, and juſt coming 
from his great Labour, and ſtanding by God with 
much Aſſurance, and unſpeakable Glory, As to St. - 
matius 's Epiſtles, beſides the ſeven we have mention'd, eight 
others have been attributed to him, which all learned 125 
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look upon as ſpurious ; but for the Genuineſs of the former, 
which have occafion'd ſo many modern Diſputes, we myſt 
refer all doubtful Perſons to Biſhop Pearſun, Corelorices, Du 
Pin, Ruinart, and Dr. Nate, who have ſolidly auſwer'd all 
the Obje&ions of Saluiaſius, Bloudel, and Dale. | 
This Year was not only memorable for the Martyrdom Z»/e. 

of St. marius, but alſo for that of another great Man, S- 
meon Biſhop of Ferwſalew, commonly call'd The Brather of 
our Lord; occalion'd 3 by the Jealoukies of the 
Koman Emperors agaiuſt the Line o? David, andthe Blood 
Royal of the Houle of Hrael, which both Vp aud 
Domian had endeavour'd to extitpate. This was a ſufſi- 
cient Pretence to take off this aged Biſhop; for ſome of the 
Sects of the Fews, not able to bear his powerful Zeal in 
the Cauſe of his Religion, and finding no other Crime, 
accus'd him to Atticus, at that time Conſular Legat of 
ria, for being of the Poſterity of the Kings of Jadab, 
and withal a Chriſtian. Wherenpon the was apprehended 
and brought 'before the Proconſul, who.commanded him 
for ſeveral Days together to be rack'd with the moſt ex- 
quiſite Torments; all which he ſuſtaĩn'd with ſuch a cam- 
pos'd Mind, and invinoible Patience, that the Proconſul and 
all prefenc were -amaz'd to fee a Perſon fo extreamly aged 
endnre ſuch Tortures. At length he was commanded to 
ſuffer the ſame Puniſhment with his Couſin German accord- 
ing to the Fleſh, our bleſſed Lord; being crucity'd in the 
120th Year of his Age, having been Biſhop of Ferwſalew 
about 45 Years, from the Death of his Brother St. James: 
A longer Proportion of Time thantwelve of his immediate 
Succeflars cowld make up; God probably lengthning the 
Life af this Apoſtolical Man, that as a skilful Pilot he 
might ſteer the Affairs of the Church in thoſediſmal ſtormy 
Days, The Latines keep his Feaſt on the rFth Day of Fe- 
bruary, and the Greeks on the a7th of April: And Euſebiut 
Intimates not only that he kept the Church of Jeraſalem 
from Hereſies, but alſo that his Death concluded the Apo- 
folical Age; or at leaſt of ſuch as were ſo happy as to be 
jr noght by the immediate Mouthof Jeſus Chriſt, 


III. About the time of the Death of St. Jrwativs, the A. D 
bo Polycarp made a Collection of his ſeven Epiſtles, aud 108. 
th before he had beard the Manner and Particulars af his Traj. 
2 Martyrdom, at the Requeſt of the Philippiaut, he ſeut them 11. 
nt d that Church, prefixing an excellent Epiſtle of his own, 
en nd 'highly valu'd'by all the Ancients, In this Epiſtle the 
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« firſt congratulated the Philippians for receiving the im- 
«© priſon'd Saints as they ought, as Ignatius, Zofimns and 
* Ruſus, whole Chains were the Crowns of God's Elect. 
Then he extoll'd their Piety, exhorting them to preſerve 
and encreaſe it more and more, about which he gave 
many excellent Inſtructions ; and farther taught them the 
Reality of our Saviour's Incarnation and Death, con- 
* demning thoſe who disbeliev'd the Reſurrection and future 
Judgment as the Firft-born of Satan. But to ſhew his 
« Modeſty and Humility, he told them, That he took not the 
Liberty to write to them concerning Righteouſneſs, but 
by their own lncitement; for he cou'd not pretend to come 
© up to the Wiſdom of the bleſſed St. Paul, who had al- 
© ready been with them, and taught them; confeſſing that 
© hewanted a perfect Knowledge of ſeveral Things in the 
| Holy Scriptures, He ſhew'd much Concern for the Fall 
| © of Valent, one of their Presbyters, and alſo his Wife, be- 
© ing occalion'd by Avarice; exhorting them nevertheleſs 
| © to pardon them, and to endeavour to re-unite thoſe a 
© ſtray'd Members to the Body of the Church. At the n 
| © End of the Epiſtle he defir'd to know a certain Account n 
: Jof Ignatius and his Companions; which ſhews the exact tt 
Time of writing this Epiſtle, which he ſent by a Chri/t:- 
an call'd Creſcens. This Epiſtle ſeems to have a great Re- 
ſemblance both in Stile and Subſtance with St, Clemen!'s 
Epiſtle to the Corinthians, often ſuggeſting the ſame Rules, 
and uling the fame Words and Phraſes; ſo that it is not 
to be doubted but at the wricing of it he had that excellent 
Epiſtle in his Eye. In ſum, it is a pious and truly Chri/ti- 
an Epiſtle, furniſ'd with ſhort and admirable Precepts and 
Rules of Life, and penn'd with the Modeſty and Simpli- 
city of the Apoſtolick Times, and was eſteem'd by the 
Ancients next to the Writings of the holy Canon; and St. 
Feromtells us, that even in his Time, this Epiſtle, as well 
as St. Clement's, was read in the publick Aſſemblies of the 
Aſian Church, It was written in the Beginning of the 
Year 108, in which Year St. Clement's Succeſſor Evariſtus, 
Biſhop of Rome, dy'd, and as ſome ſay, was martyr'd, al- 
ter he had held this Dignity about 1 * Years; being ſuc- 
ceeded by Alexander |, a Roman by Birth, and the fifth Bir 
ſhop of Rome, after St. Peter and St. Paul, who continu'd 
inthe Chair about ten Years. In the ſame Year dy'd Cer- 
do Biſhop of Alexandria, after eleven Years Continuance 
in that Office, and was ſucceeded by Primus, or Aprimn,, 
the fourth Biſhop of this City after St. Mark, who conti- 
nu'd about ten Fears. „ 
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In the mean time, the Emperor Trajan with wonderful Dim. 
Honour and Succeſs purſu'd the Courſe of his Victories 
and Conqueſts in the Eaſt, Having the laſt Year ſubdu'd 
all the Kingdom of Armenia, and reduc'd the whole Coun- 
try into a Province of the Empire; he this Year march'd 
forwards with his powerful Troops, and firſt conquerin 
the Dominions of the King of Partbhia, he then enter 
that opulent Country of AJeſoporamia, where he took the 
City of Niſibis, and other Places, and reduc'd. that King- 
dom, as he had Armenia and Parthia, to be a Province of 
the Empire. In all which the King of Partbia was con- 
ſtrain'd to ſubmit, after many Skirmiſhes, Encounters, At- 
tacks, Sieges, and a thouſand noble Ads perform'd by this 
Emperor; wherein he not only ſhew'd himſelf a Perſon of 
amazing Courage and Induſtry, but likewiſe of no leſs 
Conduct and Diſcipline. The Fame of his mighty Victo- 
ries daily. fill'd the Ears of the World, as well as of the 
Senate and People of Rome, who order'd 2 Sacrifices 
and Thankſgivings to their Gods, and conterr'd new Ho- 


nours and Titles upon their. Emperor, particularly the Sur- 
names of Armenicus and Parthicas, before he return'd to 
the City. But the time of his Return is not very certain, 

For four ſucceeding Years we find nothing concerning A. D. 


the Actions of Trajan, and not much relating to the At- 109. 

fairs of the Church. But in the fitſt of theſe we are told Traj. 

of the Martyrdom of Barſimæus Biſhop of Edeſſa in Meſe- 12. 

ſotamia; and of that of Oneſimus Biſhop of Epheſus, Who 

was ſton'd to Death at Rome; as alſo of the Deſtruction of 

three Cities in Calatia, which were ſwallow'd up by an 

Earthquake. This laſt Calamity was not long after ſuc- A. D. 

ceeded by another in Xome, the burning of the Pantheon 110. 

by Lightning; accounted a great Misfortune by the Citi- Traj. 

tens, About which time Saturninus or Saturniilus of An- 13. 

och began to broach his Hereſies in ſeveral Parts of Syria, %, 

and to propagate the Errors and Impieties of Simon Magus Teri. 

and his Maſter Menander, adding ſome others of his own. 

He affirm'd that the World and Men were made by An- 

gels, ſome of whom were naturally good, aud others na- 

turally evil; That the God of the Fews was one of the 

dad Angels, to deſtroy whom Chr:/# aſſum'd a fantaſtical 

or fallacious Body. He deny'd the Reſurrection of the Body, 

and faid that Marriage was inſtituted by ill Angels; and by 

dis Auſterity of Life, and Abſtinence from eating of Animals, 

de impos'd upon great Numbers. About a Year or two 

iter him, another Diſciple of Menander's, call'd Bafilider, A. D. 

oach'd his Hereſies in Alexandria, and in a _ = ILL. 
infe 
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H. D. infected the greateſt Part of Ægypr, becoming himſelf one 
112. Of the Heads of the Gunſlic Crew, which fo far prevail'd, 
Traj. that this Century is by many calPd Serxlans Groſticum. 

This Perſon enlarg'd upon the Inventions of former Here- 
ticks, and vented the moſt monſtrous and fabulous Fidi- Ml * 
ons : He imagined a ridiculous Serſes of Gods proceeding Ml 
from one another, and from them Angels, who created I 
each a Heaven ; making the Number of thoſe Heavens to 
amount to 365, to anſwer the Number of the Days of the | 
Year; adding, that the Angels of the laſt Heaven created 
the Earth and the Men that inhabit it, and that their Prince 

was the God of the Fews, who defign'd to make all the Ml * 
other People ſubje& to him. But the Father, who he ſaid 
was never born, and had no Name, ſent his Son to hinder Il © 
this Injuſtice ; which Son appeat'd in the Shape of a Man, ; 
but was none, and the Fews pur Simon the Cyrenian to Nl * 
Death inſtead of him. For this Reafon he held that Men n 
ought not to believe in Feſ#s Chriſt cracify'd, but in him that 
appear'd to be nail'd to the Croſs, tho? he was not ſo in f 
Reality. He deny'd the Reſurrection of the Body, permit- 8. 
ted all carnal Luſts, and made uſe of Images of War, and Ml 7* 
of all the Impieties of Magick; yet ſeem'd ſo fevere as to MW 
Morals, that he maintain'd that God would pardon no Sins WM 
but thoſe of Ignorance; but at the ſame time he allow'd A 
of no Puniſhment but a Tranſmigration of Souls, accord- C 
ng to Pythagoras, whom he follow'd in ſeveral Particulars, be 
e wrote 24 Books upon the Goſpel, but what Goſpel we W 
know not; and Epiphanius and St. Ferom affare us, that . 
the Hereſie of the Ba/ilidians was not extinguiſh'd in their WM I. 
Times. thi 

A. D. In the 16th Year of the Emperor Trajan's Reign, he de- he 

113. dicated a magnificent Place in Rome for the erecting a ſtate- Tr 

ly Column in Honour of all his Acts; and being excited al 

A. D. by a new Proſpect of Gloties, in the following Year he the 

114, undertook a ſecond Expedition into the Eaſt, againſt the Ve 
Traj, Parthians and other Nations. About the Beginning of WW 8” 

17. Which Wars there aroſe a falſe Prophet and Impoſtor in wh 
ph Paleſtine call'd Elxai or Elx#us, who joining himſelf with wh 
,d. the Ebionites and Natarenes, became the Author of a new i mi 
Sect, holding ſtrange and uncertain Opinions concerning WW ber 

Chriſt. Thele were alſo call'd Ofſenians and Sampſean, fey 
and were ſo wild and unſertled in their Notions, that they 
cou'd not properly be call'd either Fews or Chriſtians, tho 
in ſeveral Particulars they agreed with both. They follow'd of 
the Fews in their Sabbath, Circumcifion, and the interior 


Ceremonies of the Law, but deteſted their Sacrifices, — 
cnc! 
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their earing the Fleſh of Animals; As to Chriſtianity they 
affirm'd the Holy Ghoſt to be a Woman, and that Jeſur 
Chriſt had a human, but inviſible Body 66 Miles in Height 
with other ſach Follies and Extravagancies. They teject- 
ed ſome Things of every Part of the Scripture, but us'd fe- 
vetal Texts both out of the Old Teſtament and the New; 
but allow'd of none of St. Paul's Writings, They af- 
firm'd it was an indifferent Lu Foy deny the Faith, hold- 
ing that upon Neceflity a wiſe ſhou d abjure Chriſtia- 
fifty with his Mouth, but not with his Heart at the ſame 
time. They alſo carry'd about with them a Book, which 
they ſay fell down from Heaven ; declaring that every Per- 
ſon who heard it, and believ'd, ſhould obtain Remiſſion 
of Sins; a Remiſſion different from that which Feſus Chriff 
beſtow'd. This Sect ſpread it ſelf principally in Paleſtine, 
about Jordan and the Dead Sea, and there were ſome Re- 
mainders of it *till the End of the fourth Century. 


Area in Ahhria, where Alexander overthrew King Daria. 
; W And continuing his ſucceſsful Progreſs, he conquer'd other 
Countries where the Roman Standards had never before 
been diſplay'd ; from whence without any great Oppoſiti- 
eon, he advanc'd up to the Walls of the renowned City 
t Babylon; and taking it by Force, he alſo ſubdu'd all its 
Territories, by which Means he became intire Maſter of 
thoſe rich and noble Countries Chaldea and Afſyria. Here 

be delign'd to ike a Cut from the River Exphrares to the 
Tigris, for the Conveniency of his Veſſels and his Mar- 
ches; but finding the former River ſo much higher than 
the other, as to render one unnavigable, he monnted his 
Veſſels upon Land-Carriages, and brought them to the 7:- 
gris; from whence he advanc'd to the great City Cteſiphon, 
which he took, and open'd himſelf a Paſlage into Perfis, 
where he ſtill made new Couquelts, and gain'd new Do- 
minions, to the Wonder and Terror of all Nations. Af- 
ter this gteat Succeſs, he defir'd to repoſe himſelf for ſome 
few Days, and to paſs the Winter in Sria, where diſpo- 
ſing his Army, he lodg'd himſelf in his chief City Antioch ; 
to which Place repair'd a numerous and ſplendid Concourſe 
of Kings, Potentates and Ambaſſadors to attend this migh- 
ty Emperor, Continuing there in all Pleaſures, and 2 
rounded by a glorious Train of Monarchs and — 
| cads, 
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In the mean time, the Emperor Trajan proceeded. in the A. D. 
famons Expeditions he had begun in the Eaſt; and with 115. 
great Difficulty and Bravery having paſs'd the great River E- Traj. 
rates, couragiouſly advanc'd forwards, ſubduing Cities 18. 
„nd Caſtles in all Parts, and among the reſt the great City Pan. 
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Heads, his Ambition was abated by an Accident aſtoniſh- 
ing to the utmoſt Degree; a prodigious Earthquake, and 
the moſt dreadful that ever. hapned in any Age of the 
World, It was in a manner general; but Hria and Anti- 
och felt the greateſt Share of ics Fary, it beginning with an 
amazing Storm and Whirlwind, which overthrew infinite 

Numbers of Trees and Houſes, and brought dow the 

Birds to the Earth, being ſucceeded by ſuch dreadful Light- 
nings and Tremblings, that jt ſeem'd as tho' the World 
was all in Flames, aud the Earth open'd to devour all hu- 
man Kind, Many Cities in the Eaſt were ruin'd, many 
Hills and Mountains ſunk and became level, many Rivers 
were dry'd up, and many Waters and Fountains ſprung up 
in new Places. In the City of Antioch almoſt all the Pa- 
laces and Buildings were intirely demoliſh'd, and many 
thonſands of People ſlain, particularly Pedo the preſent 
Conſul; and the Emperor himſelf was in great Danger of 
his Life, eſcaping by a ſudden leaping out of a Window 
into the Fields, where he was conſtrain'd to remain for 
many Days in Tents, Some write that he was held in 
the Air by an unknown Hand for ſome Space; and it is 
believ'd by many, that theſe Calamities were Inſtances of 
the divine Diſpleaſure for the Severities us'd againſt the 
Chriſtians; and that theſe cans'd ſome Remorſe in Trajas's 
Mind, and diſpos'd him to a better Opinion of that Reli- 
gion in the reſt of his Reign. Beſides theſe, we are told 
that Tiherianus, Governor of Paleſtine, ſent the Emperor 
an Account, That he was wearied out in executing the Laws 
againſt the Galilzans, who crouded to Execution in ſuch 
Multitudes, that he was at a Loſs how to proceed; Upon 
which Trajan gave Command, That no particular Inquiſi- 
tion ſhould be made after the Chriſtians, thu? if any offer'd 
themſelves they ſhould ſuffer, But this Account, for Want 
of ſufficient Antiquity and Authority, is doubted by ſeveral. 


Dion. The Reman Empire did not only ſuffer by the Puniſh- 
2 ments ſent immediately from Heaven, but alſo by thoſe 
from Men about the ſame Time: For the Fews, who had 


been diſpers'd into all Parts of the World, fell into a dread- 

ful Rebellion in ſeveral Provinces of the Empire; taking 
occafion firſt from Trajan's diſtant Expeditions in the Eaſt, 

and afterwards from. the terrible Earthquakes, which, as 

they believ'd, portended the Ruin and Downfal of the A- 

A. D. man Power. Having enter'd into a dark Conſpiracy, they 
116, exerted their utmoſt Malice, and made incredible Slaugh- 
Traj. ters, and darbarous Maſſacres upon Romans and Greeks, of 
19, all Ranks and Degrees, without either Diſtinction or Mer- 

| A cy. 


Nr 


NI 


cy. This Rebellion began firſt in Gren-, a Roman Pro- 
vince in Africa, and ſhortly after in eAgypr, and next in 
the Iſland of Cypras ; which Places, eſpecially the firſt and 
laſt, they in a manner diſpeopled, ſo great and boundleſs 
was their obſtinate Fury, Their Cruelties and Barbarities 
wete ſo outrageous, that they proceeded to devour Mens 
Fleſh, beſmeared themſelves with their Blood, wore their 
Skins, ſaw'd them aſunder, caſt them to wild Beafts, made 
them kill each other, and put them to all Kinds of Tor- 
ments. Beſides the Maſſacres they made in ſeveral Parts 
of Apt, in the Province of Cyrexe they deſtroy'd tothe 
Number of 220000 Perſons, and no leſs the 240000 in 
Cyprus; the former under their Commander Lxcxas or 
Andrew, and the latter under Artemion. The Emperor 
Trajan, (till in his Eaſtern Expedition, finding the pernici- 
ous Effects of theſe Barbarities, in a great Rage reſolv'd 
to purſue thoſe impious Wretches throughout his Domi- 
nions, not as Enemies or Rebels, but as Creatures noxi- 
ous and deſtructive to Human Society, with a Revenge 
anſwerable to the Vaſtneſs of their Crimes; which he 
ſpeedily effected, under the Conduct of ſeveral Command- 


ers both by Sea and Land, among whom Marciut Turbo 


was chief. Theſe, after many cruel and bloody Hoſtili- 
ties, ſeverely chaſtis'd that Obſtinate and Rebellious Na- 
tion, whom God had now forſaken, leaving them to be 
treated as the Venom and Peſts of Mankind, and to be 
deſtroy'd like Beaſts in infinite Numbers, by all Kinds of 
Deaths ; which prov'd the molt terrible Execution and Pu- 
niſhment, that ever hapned to any Nation in the World. 
The furious Behaviour of the Fews in Cyrene and Cyprus, 
caus'd the Emperor to ſuſpe@ their Brethren in Meſopota- 


of that Country; which was ſoon effected, with the addi- 
* Wiional Deaths of great Numbers by Ads of Hoſtility. 
And becauſe the Cruelties of the eus were molt notori- 
ous in Cyprus, partly for the Security of the Oyriots, and 
partly to brand the Fews with perpetual lnfamy. it was 
publickly enacted, That 10 Jew, tho' driven by Tempeſts, 
ſhould preſume to ſet foot in Cyprus, upon Pain of immedi- 


g ate Execution, as already condemn'd by his very Appear- 
ce on that Sil, which had been tainted with the p 
Lom of his Countrymen. 

„. In the midſt of theſe Calamities, Trajan ſtill purſu'd his pia 
* Vitories, and paſſing down the River Tigris into the Per- 

„ Gulf, enter'd the yaſt Oriental Ocean, emulating the 
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ma; and upon that order'd L. Quintius to baniſh all out 
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Actions of Alexander, and 2 to make a Conqueſt 
of the udien. And when he was far diſtant from thoſe 
Parts, he boaſted of greater Conqueſts than Alexander, and 
ſent the Names of ſeveral ſubdued Nations to the Senate, 
hitherto unknown to the Romans; for which he ob- 
tain'd a Triumphal-Arch, and many new additional Ho- 
nours, But God thought fit before his Death a little to 
eclipſe his Glories, and to mortifie his Ambition; for now 
many of his Conqueſts were chang'd and revolted, and the 
Garrifons he had left behind, either turn'd out, or cut in 
pieces, However, by his great Vigour and Induſtry he 
recover'd moſt of them, and ſet _—_ over the Parthians, 
But in the following Vear, and 20th of his Reign, going to 
befiegea Town call'd Atra, near Arabra, he met with a great 
Diſappointment. Here he diſguis'd himſelf, and headed a 
Body of Horſe up to the Walls; but was repell'd with 
2 Loſs, > Danger of his Perſon: And, as if God 
mſelf fought againſt him, it thunder'd and lightned, Rain- 
bows ar'd in the Clouds, Storms of Hail and Wind 
fell upoti the Romans when they made their Attacks, and 
the Flies render'd their Proviſions nauſeous. So that this 
great Emperor was conſtrain'd to retire with Diſhonour, 
and abandon the Siege. Not long after he fell into a 
Diſtemper, which he believ'd to be occaſion'd by Poyſon; 
and being invited Home by the Senate, who had prepar'd 
a ſolemn Triumph for him, he took his Journey towards 
_ leaving his Couſin Adrian Commander of his Army 
in Syria, But coming into the Province of Cilicia in the 
Leſſer Afia, he found himſelf weak and declining; and 
his Diſtemper increaſing, he order'd himſelf to be carry'd 
to the City of Selewcia, where within a few Days after he 
dy'd: A Prince of moſt ſhining Virtues, and had he not 
been ſtain'd with his Severities againſt the Chr:/t:an; 
might have been eſteem'd the moſt matchleſs Monarch in 
all the Pagan World; which afterwards occaſion'd the 
Fable of his Soul being releas'd out of Hell by the Pray 
ers of Pope Gregory the Great, He dy'd in the Year 117 
on the $th day of Azgz/t, under the Conſulſhips of Nige 
and Apronianus, being in the 63d Year of his Age, ane 
having reign'd 19 Years, 6 Months, and 15 Days. 


A.D. 
117. IV. The Emperor Trajan leaving no Iſſue behind hi 
AD&I1- his Death was conceal'd for a time, till Ælius Hadrian! 
AN — his Nephew had ſounded the Inclinations of his Ari 
— and Traſaus Widow Plotina the Nobility of Rome; an 


Emperor. upo 
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vpon the Diſcovery ſhe produc'd a forg'd Inſtrument, im- 
porting, That Trajan had adopted Adrian for his Son and 
Jucceſſor. This Artifice ſo well ſucceeded, that the De- 
ſign took effect, and the Army immediately ſwore Obe- 
dience to Adrian; and in Conſideration of his Abilities 
and Relation to Trajan, he was not long after acknow+ 
ledg'd by the Senate and People of Rome. This Emperor, 
as well as the laſt, was a Spaniard by Birth, and now a- 
bout 40 Years of Age; being a Perſon of admirable Parts 
and Qualifications, and ſcarce any Prince in the World 
was ever more remarkable for the Excellency, and Varie- 
ty of his Endowments, He was capable of comprehend- 
ing whatſoever he defired, and was highly skilful in all 
Exerciſes both of Body and Mind ; wanting no Strength 
nor Abilities either for Arms or Learning, in which he 
induſtriouſly endeavour'd to excel all Men. He compos'd 
excellently in Proſe and Verſe, pleaded Cauſes, and be- 
came perfect in Oratory; was a ſingular Mathematician, 
and no leſs skilful in Phyſick, knowing the Virtues and 
Properties of all Plants and Minerals. In Drawings and 
Paintings he was equal to the greateſt Maſters, and ar- 
riv'd at the utmoſt Perfection in Muſick ; being a muni- 
ficent Encourager of all ſorts of Learned Men and Ar- 
tiſts. Beſides all he had a Memory beyond Belief, and 
could exactly retain all Places, Buſineſſes, and Soldiers, 
calling them all by their Names, tho' long abſent ; and 


451 


moreover was of ſuch Capacity, that he could write, in- 


dite, and conferr of Buſineſs all at one Inſtant. In fine, 
he ſuffer'd nothing to eſcape his Knowledge and Curiofi- 
ty; and he is ſaid to have been as much Maſter of all 
Arts and Sciences, as almoſt any fingle Man could be of 
one. His extream Curiotity alſo led him into all Kinds 
of Divinations, Magick and Superſtition; and as St. Fe- 
rom obſerves, he was admitted into almoſt all the Religi- 
ons Myſteries of Greece, His Behaviour was extraordina- 
ry, freely converfing with Men of Reputation, tho' of 
mean Rank, viſiting them in their Sickneſs twice or thrice 
in a Day, and treating them with all the Kindneſs and 
Familiarity of Companions ; and he deſpis'd ſuch as would 
envy him a Pleaſure ſo ſenſible to him, upon the Pretence 
of maintaining the Port and Grandeur of an Emperor. 
His Clemency appear'd in his ready pardoning all paſt in- 
juries, ſo that having once met a Perſon who had offend- 
ed him, he ſaid, Tow have eſcap'd, ſince I am made Empe- 
ror; and after watrds, when . Servant ran madly upon 

OY > 3 him 
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wn Approach to Rome, he was inform'd, That a Magnificent 
118. 


Hadri. was provided for his Uncle Trajan, as being Companion 
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him with his Sword, he took no farther Notice of the 
Action, than to order him a Phyſician to cure his Phren- 
ſy. Vet notwithſtandiug all his uncommon Virtues and 
Qualifications, he was not tree from great Vices and Im- 
perfections; and he is obſerv'd to have had a ſtrange and 
unuſual Mixture of both, ſo as to ſeem to reconcile moſt 
Vices with their contrary Virtues, For in the midſt of 
all his Excellencies, he was noted to be proud and vain- 
glorious, envious and detracting, cruel and revengeful ; 
and notwithſtanding all his Favours, he bore a ſecret Ha- 
tred to Men of more than ordinary Ingennity and Learn- 
ing. He was inquifitive and prying into the Secrets even 
of the meaneſt Families, and was ſo ready to hearken to 
Whiſperers and Sycophants, that the Eſtates and Lives of 
his greateſt Friends became often endanger'd. However, 
he had a peculiar Faculty of commanding and governing 


| his Affections, and by a mighty Artifice and Addreſs co- 


ver'd over his inſolent, envious, ſullen and wanton Diſ- 
poſition. : 

Not long after the Death of Trajan, when the Roman 
Empire was in its utmoſt Extent above 4<co Miles in 
length, Adrian in a great Meaſure abandon'd Parihia and 
the other Eaſtern Provinces, which Trajan had conquer'd; 
judging Media, Meſopotamia, Parthia, and therelt of thoſe 
diſtant Countries, to be of greater Inconvenience to the 
Empire, than Advantage; and for the better Security of 
other Places, he made Euphrates the Boundary and Barri- 
er in thoſe Parts, and plac'd his Legions about the Banks 
of that famous River. Having thus ſetled the Affairs of 
the Eaſt, and ſuppreſs'd ſome Diſturbances lately rais'd by 
the Fews, he took his Journey by Land towards 1aly, 
and ſent the Aſhes of Trajan by Sea. Upon his nigh 


Triumph was prepared for him, in the ſame manner as 


in the ſame Wars and Conqueſts, But he wholly refus'd 
that Honour, judging himſelf not worthy of it; and or- 
der'd that the ſame Triumph and Entertainment ſhould be 
given to the Image of Trajan; all which was perform'd 
with wonderful Pomp and Solemnity : And it is obſerv'd, 
That he was the only Man that ever triumph'd after hc 
was dead. His Aſhes were plac'd in a golden Urn, upon 
the Top of a noble Pillar 140 Foot high, of curious Work- 
manſhip, repreſenting the Particulars of all his great Ex. 
ploits, which remains to this Day ; and beſides _ dei. 
ying 
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fying him after the Rowan Cuſtom, in Honour of him, 
= inſtituted new Games call'd Parthica, which conti- 
nu'd in Rome for many Ages. Shortly after Adriau's En- 
trance into Rome, he took an Oath never to puniſh a Se- 
nator, but by the very Sentence of the Senate ; and that 
he might omit nothing that was kind and generons, he 
forgave an infinite Number of Debts due to the Exche- 
quer from private Perſons in the City and Country, burn- 
ing the Bonds and Regiſters of them in the publick Fo- 
rum. He much recommended himſelf by ſeveral Acts of 
Generoſity and Moderation; particularly, he increas'd the 
Allowance which by Trajan had been given to the Main- 
tenance of great Numbers of poor Children, relievin 
likewiſe many decay'd Noble-men and Senators, whoſe 
Misfortunes proceeded from no viſible Fault of theirs. 

In the ſame Year, and ſecond of Adrian's Reign, Alex- 
ander Biſhop of Rome, dy'd, and as ſome ſay, was Mar- 
tyr'd, after he had held this Dignity about ten Years ; 
being ſucceeded by Stu, I, or X:i/tus, a Roman by Birth 
and the ſixth Biſhop of Rome, after St. Peter and St Paul. 
About the ſame time dy'd Primus Biſhop of Alexandria, 
after ten Years continuance in that Office, and was ſuc- 
ceeded by Fxſtus, a Perſon of celebrated Piety, the fifth 
Biſhop of this City after St. Mark, who continu'd about 
11 Years. The two Churches of Kome and Alexandria 
flouriſh'd in the midſt of the greateſt Oppoſition ; but 
that of Athens, having loſt its Biſhop Publius under Tra- 
jan's Perſecution, fell into a low Condition, and the Peo- 
ple for want of a Head and Governor, grew cold and 
languid, wanting but little of a total Apoſtaſie from the 
Chriſtian Faith, Till about this time that exceilent Man 
Quadratus, a learned Auditor and Diſciple of the Apoſtles, 
being conſtituted Biſhop of the Place, ſet himſelf with a 
mighty Zeal to retrieve the ancient Spirit of Religion, and 
by a happy Management re-eſtabliſh'd Order and Diſci- 
pline, and kindled and blew up their Faith into a holy 
Flame, Nor did he content himſelf with a bare Refor- 
mation of what was amiſs, but with infinite — — 
Preach'd the Faith, and by daily Converts enlarg'd the 
Bounds of the Church; ſo that he obtain'd the particular 
Title of an Epangeliſt. This Onadratus was a Man of ex- 
traordinary Parts and Abilities, and being Cotemporary 
with Philip's Virgin-Daughters, was endued with the ſame 
Prophetick Gifts, as Euſebius teſtifies; who alſo ranks him 
With the Chief of the Apoſtles _ 1 and ſhews him 
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to have been the firſt Apolagiſt of the Chriſtian Religion. 
Valeſius, and ſome othets after him, have thought that 
Quadratus the Apologiſt and the Biſhop of Azhess, were 
two diſtinct Perſons, living in different Times ; but their 
Arguments have been anſwer'd by Dr. Cave, in his Life 

of this holy Man. | | 
A. D. The Emperor Adrian had not been very long in Rame, 
119. before ſeveral of the Nothern Nations, as the Alanes, Sar- 
Hadri. matians and Daciaus, began to make Devaſtatious in the 
2 Roman Einpire. Againſt theſe barbarous People the Em- 
. peror himſelf march'd with a very powerful Army; but 
Din. upon his near Approach, the Name of Adrian, the Lieu- 
ert. tenant of 7 rajan, brought them to a Submſflion ; and the 
better to prevent their future Incutſions, he broke down 
the famous Bridge that Trajan had built over the Danube. 
In this Expedition, a Conſpiracy was diſcover'd againſt his 
Perſon, which occaſion'd the Execution of four Conſular 
Men; which Execution was diſown'd by the Emperor, 
as done without his Conſent and Approbation. Where- 
fore leaving Turbo Governor of Pannonia and Dacia, he 
return'd ſpeedily to Rome, to purge himſelf from the In- 
i Pas Envy of the Fact, making a large Diſtribution 
of Mony among the People, conferring great Favours 
upon many, and exhibiting magnificent Gates and Spe- 
A. D. ctacles in the City, Staying at Rome a thort Time, he 
120, took a Reſolution to vifit the whole Empire in Perſon, 
Hadri. and ſee if all Things were well regulated and eſtabliſh'd; 
and taking with him a ſplendid Retinue, and a conſideta- 
4+ ble Force, he firſt enter'd Gaul, where he made a Lu- 
{tration of the Inhabitants, viewing the Cities and Forts, 
giving Marks of his Favour, as in all other Places of the 
Empire. In his Travels he uſually ſaid, That an Empe- 
ror ought to imitate the Sun, who carry'd his Light through 
all the Regions of the Earth; and he generally travell'd on 
foot, always with his Head bare, making no Difference 
between the frozen Alps, and the ſcorching Sands of A. 
gypr. From Gaal hepaſs'd into Germany, where he ſtrict- 
ly kept the Soldiers to Diſcipline and Hardſhips, and 
carefully -baniſh'd all Luxury and Delicacies from the 
Camp ; particularly, he put down the Uſe of Arbors, 


ſhady Walks and Groves among the Soldiers, and cut off 


many ſuperfluous Expences of his Officers; and to excite 
them by his own Example, he exercis'd himſelf in all 
Hardſhips, fed upon their meaneſt and coarſeſt Provilions, 


and often walk'd on foot twenty Miles together. —— 
ome 


and Security, he caus'd a mighty Wall to be made of 
Wood and Earth, extending from the River Eden in Cum- 
berland to the Tine in Northumberland, 80 Miles in length, 
which might prevent the lncurſions of the wilder Britains. 
This ſtupendous Work was begun in the fourth Vear of 
this Emperor's Reign: And having taken all neceſſary 
Care in this Iſland, he return'd into Gan, where he ere- 
Qed ſome famous Buildings, and confert'd many Favours 
in that Country... Having thus vilited all Gaal and the 
Borders, he difetted his 1 for Spain, where bei 

a Native, he was magnificently receiv'd; and after he h 
view'd many Places, he took up his Winter-Quarters in 
Tarragon, where he call'd an Aſſembly of all the Princes 
in Spain, and ordain'd many things for the Good and 
Safety of the Country. In this Year the Ag tian, after 
a long Concealment, finding one of their Sacred Bulls 
which they ador'd under the Title of Apis; the fight of 
him caus'd the People of Alexandria to fall into a great 
Tumult and Sedition. | 


Aarian having thus travell'd over all Spain, and the Ea- A, D. 
Rome, in A- 122. 
pril, deſigning after ſome convenient Stay, to ſurvey the Hadri, 


ſtern Parts of the Empire, return'd toward 


reſt of the Roman Dominions ; and at this time he ap- 
pointed the exact Limits and Bounds of the Em- 
pire, from the barbarous Nations in the North. Where 
there wanted Rivers and other natural Marks and Divifi- 
ons, he made uſe of large Stones, Pillars, Trees, and 0- 
ther Things; and to the High Germans, who at that 
time were free, he appointed a King, which gain'd him 
much Reſpe& from thoſe People who were ready to re- 
volt. Continuing in Rome for a conſiderable Space, to- 


wards the feventh Year of his Reign, he receiv'd Intelli- A, D. 
gence that the Parthians began to make War upon the 123. 
Empire; which caus'd him to haſten his Journey into the Hadri. 


Eaſt: And making all neceſſary Preparations, he reſolv'd 
to proſecute the War in Perſon ; which fo alarm'd the 
Enemy, that they immediately ſu'd for a Peace, and ob- 
tain'd it, This gave Adrias an Opportunity of purſu- 


ing his Travels without Moleſtation ; and beginuing his 


Journey, he ſhortly arriv'd in the Leſſer Afa,' lurvey'd all 
its Provinces with Syria, erected many Temples and other 


publick Buildings, and then return'd into Greece to the fa- 
E 4 mous 


- 
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ſome Stay in Ger mary he enter'd Belgium, and from A. D. 
thence pals'd over into Britain, where he reform'd many 421, 
Abuſes ; and for the better Eſtabliſiment of future Peace Hadri. 
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mous City of Athens, In this Place he made a long Stay, th 
A. D. follow'd the Studies and Religious Rites of Greece, took 20 
124. upon him the Place and Honour of Archon of Athens, ce- nc 
Hadri. lebrated all their Solemn Sports, and gave many particular hit 
_7_ Lays and Privileges to the ow; but eſpecially he was ini- the 
s. riated into theit Eleufinian Myſteries, which were account- 

ed the moſt ſacred and venerable of the whole Gentile 
World, and by way of Eminence, were particularly ſtyl'd, 
The Myſteries. Theſe were ſolemn and religious Rites 
rform'd to Ceres and Praſerpine, in Memory of great 

Benefits receiv'd, whereof the Candidates were ſtyl'd 
urcer and to the full Participation of which, many times 
they were not admitted till after a five Years preparatory 
Trial, which had many ſeveral Steps, and each of them 
its peculiar Rites; and after all, they were oblig'd under 

a ſolemn Oath, never to diſcover theſe inyſterious Rites. 


A. D. V. The Chriſtians, tho" they often met with local 
125, and occaſional Oppteſſions, were much eas'd ſince the Mi- 
Hadi, tigation of the Perſecution under Trajan, but now there 
s aroſea moſt grievous and heavy Perſecution of the Church, 

9. as St. Ferom calls it; which was occaſion'd partly by the 
Evſeb. Emperor's buſie, and ſuperſtitions Zeal for the Pagan 
Rites, and partly by the infamous Lives of the Gnoſticks 

and other Hereticks, who bearing the Name of Chriſtians, 
brought a Scandal and an Odium upon their Profeſſion. 

This by Reaſon of its Sharpneſs and Continuance, has 

been call'd by ſeveral, The fourth General Perſecution ; but 

it is not generally ſo accounted by the Ancients; for Ter- 
zullian ſays, That Adrian publiſh'd no Laws or Edidds a- 

gainſt the Chriſtians, but the late Laws being unrepeal'd, 

there wanted not ſuch as wou'd put them in Execution. 

50 that it may not improperly be call'd a Revival, or per- 

haps a Continuance of the Third General Perſecution, 
which was not intirely ceas'd in Trajan's Reign. The 
Severity of this Perſecution appears from the great Num- 

ber of Martyrs, mention'd in the old Martyrologies, We 

are told that Arrius Antoainus (whom ſome ſuppoſe the 

ſame with Adrian's Succeſſor) being then Proconſul of 

Afia, and a ſevere Perſecutor, all the Chriſtians of the Ci- 

ty where he reſided unanimouſly beſet his Tribunal, open- 

ly confeſſing their Religion. Being amaz'd at the Multi- 

tude, he caus'd ſome few of them to be put to Death, 
telling the reſt, That if they deſir'd to end their Lives, they 

had Pretipices and Halters enongh, and need not throng thi- 


ther 
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ther for Execution. As to the Martyrs, we have the Names 
and Accounts of many that ſuffer'd in Rome and Italy, tho? 
not from very ancient Authors; particularly Eaſtachius and 
his Wife — 1 with their two Sons, who are ſaid by 
the Emperor's Command to have been thrown to the Lions, 
and when the Mercy of the Beaſts had ſpared them, they 
wereburnt to Death in the Belly of a Brazen Bull. Sympho- 
riſa, the Wife of Getulus the Martyr, with her ſeven 

hildren is ſaid to have ſuffer'd about the ſame time, 
who was firſt hang'd up by the Hair of the Head and cruelly 
ſcourg'd, and then with a ponderous Stone thrown into 
the Ther: after which, her ſeven Children were put to as 
many ſeveral Deaths, We read alſo of Fauſtinut and Jo- 
bta, Citizens of Breſſia, who ſuffer'd Martyrdom with 
cruel Torments; at the Sight of which, one Calocerizs, 
ſeeing their wonderful Patience, cry'd out, Great 1s the 
Cod of the Chriſtians! and thereupon was apprehended, 
ind became Partaker of the ſame Honour with them. Be- 
ſides theſe we have the Names of Antiochus in Sardinia, 
Sabina in Umbria, and ſeveral others, who obtain'd an 
immortal Crown. 


457 


The Perſecution growing very hot and violent, the A. D. 
Chriſtians found it neceſſary to remonſtrate and declare 126. 
their Caſe to the Emperor; among whom Quadratus Hadri. 


Bihop of Athens was _ who preſented an excellent » 
Apology to Adrian in Writing, defending the 4 Re- 187 
gion from the Exceptions and Calumnies of its Enemies, Euſib. 


md vindicating it from thoſe Pretences upon which evil 
Men ſought its Ruin; particularly urging our Saviour's 
Miracles in theſe Words: The Works of our Saviour 
' were always conſpicuous; for they were true, Thoſe 
* who were cur'd, and ſuch as were rais'd from the Dead, 
did not only appear after they were cur'd and rais'd, 
but alſo were afterwards ſeen of all; and that not only 
' while our Saviour was converſant upon Earth, but alſo 
' continu'd alive a long Space after he was gone; inſomuch 
that ſome of them ſurviv'd even to our Times, Exſebius 
ays that in this Apology, he gave large Evidences both 
f his excellent Parts and Apoſtolick Doctrine; and St. 
ſerom calls it a Work moſt profitable, repleniſh'd with 
rong Reaſonings, great Light, and worthy of a Diſci- 
He of the Apoſtles. About the ſame time Ari/tides, a 
lian Philoſopher of the ſame City, preſented another 
pology to the Emperor, fill'd with Paſſages of Philoſo- 
, ſhewing an illuſtrious Inſtance of a fine Spirit, and 

| | great 
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great Eloquence. Dſuard and Ado add, that theſe two main. 
| tain'd the Divinity of our Saviour before Adrian, not on- 
| ly in their Writings, but alſo ia a Diſcourſe in bis Pre. 
| ſence, About the (ame time Serewns Grantanns, now 
Proconſul of A, wrote a Letter to the Emperor, repre- 
| — to him the Injuſtice of the common Proceedings 
| againſt the Chriſtiant; how unreaſonable it was that with. 
| out legal Trial, or Crime prov'd, they ſhou'd be put tg 
| ath, purely to gratifie the tumultuary Clamours of the 
ople. With this Letter, and the two forementiond Wy 
Apologies, the Keenels of the Emperor's Fury was taken Wh: 
off, and Orders were taken that greater Moderation ſhou'd WM: 
be us'd towards the Chriſtians, To which Purpoſe he di- Wh; 
patch'd away to Miuucius Fundanus, Graniau's Succeilor Wir 
in bis Proconſulfhip, this following, Reſcript. I recerv'4s Mee! 

| Letter, written to me from that eminent Perſon Serenius 
_ Granianus, your Predeceſſor. Nor do I think it 4 Matter 
i to be paſiid over without due Enquiry ; that the Chrilti 
ans may nor be needleſly diſquieted, nor laformers have l. 
caſiom aud Enconragement far fraudulent Accuſations, Where 
fore if the Subjects of our Provinces can openly appear 1 
their Indidtments 2 the Chriſtians, let them take that 
Conrſe, and not deal by meer Naiſe and Clamour; it 
being much properer, if any Accuſation be brought, that yuu 
Soould have the Cognizance of it. If any Man fhall preſt 
an Indifiment, and prove that they baue tranſgreſi d "Wand 

| Laws, do you give Sentence according to the Quality of Ci 
Crime: But iſ ic ſhall appear, that be brought it cu cu ou 


— ———— 
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e Spite and Malice, take care to puniſh that Perſon acc At 
rg to the Hainowſneſi of ſo miſchievous a Deſign. Ions 
ſame Retcript was tent by the Emperor to ſeveral the pon 
Governors of Provinces, fo that the Perſecution in a gte eit 
Meaſure ceas'd, after a Year and a half's Continuance; an conti. 
Adrian was (0 far wrought into a good Opinion of Chr1ifithe 
anity, that Lampridius aſſures us, he deſign'd to have bug 
a Temple to Chrift, and to have receiv'd him into e $; 
Number of the Gods; and that he commanded Temp|Mitant 
to be built in all Cities without Images, which were 1nith ; 
a long Space call'd Hadriazi; but was ſtop'd in his P:Qrante 
ceedings by ſome, who conſulting the Oracle had bend B 
told, {hat if this ſucceeded, the Fagan Temples won Where 

A. D. 4eſerted, and all Meu ond become Chriſtians. nd J 
1129, , The Emperor Adrian being return'd a fourth time Wi the! 
Hadri. Rome in Peace and Proſperity, employ'd himſelt in the Mie win 
12 fairs of the City, and the Converſation of ingenious 8 be | 


4 & learn 


learned Men; being in a manner ſutrounded with Philo- 
ſophers, Aſtronomers, Poets, Orators, Grammarians, Mu- 
icians, Geometricians, ArchiteQs, Painters and Statuaries ; 
moſt of whom he ſurpaſs'd in their own Skill; declaring, 
That be never omitted any Mind of Knowledge that might be 
vſeful in Peace or Mar, either for a private Perſon or an Em- 
ror. About this time liv'd Agrippa, firnam'd Caſtor, 4 
earned Chriſtian, who wrote a very convincing Book a- 
gunſt the Hereſie of Bafilides, as Exſebins informs us; in 
which he confuted the Errors of this Heretick, after he 
had diſcover'd them, and detected all his Frauds and Arti- 


fices; But we have nothing remaining of this Work. In A. D. 
the eleventh Year of Aarian, Heron Biſhop of Antioch, ha- 128. 
ving held that Dignity about 20 Years, imitated his Prede- Hadri. 


cellor St. Ignatius, in laying down his Life for his Flock; 1 


and was ſacceeded by Cornelius, who was the fourth Bi- 12. 
hop of Antioch after the Apoſtles, and continu'd about 14 Eſc. 


Years. . In the ſame Year, and twelfth of Adrian, dy" 

Sixtas or Xiſtus, Biſhop of Rome, and as ſome believe 
was martyr'd, after he had held this Dignity about ten 
Years; being ſucceeded by el a Execian by Birth, 
who continu'd abont eleven Years, and was the ſeventh 


Bilhop of Rome after St. Peter and St. Paal. In the fol- A. D. 
lowing Year dy'd the celebrated Juſtus Biſhop of Ale ran 129. 
bia, after about eleven Years continuance in that Office ; Hadri. 


ind was ſucceeded by Exmenes, the ſixth Biſhop of this 22 


City, after the Evangeliſt St, Mark, who continu'd Biſhop T3. 


tout thirteen Years. 
About this Time the Emperor Adrian aboliſh'd an impi- 
dus and Pagan Cuſtom, too often us'd in ſome Parts and 
won ſome Occations; which was the offering Men in 
their Sacrifices to the Heathen Deities. And now having pi 
tontinu'd near three Years in Rome, he reſolv'd upon a Spart. 
father Survey of the Empire, and croſs'd the Mediterra- 
wan Sea into Africk; where he was receiv'd with incredi- 
le Satis faction, not only for the Eſteem which the Inha- 
Mants had for him, but becauſe his Arrival was attended 
vith plentiful Showers of Rain, which the Country had 


Where he built a new Temple under the Name of Koma 
nd Venut; and ſuddenly got ready for a new Journey in- 3 
b the Eaſt. He travell'd a ſecond time into Greece, and Ty 
Newing all Parts, he caus'd thoſe Buildings and Temples 
0 be finiſh'd, which he formerly order'd to be begun, and 
enjoin'd 
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wanted for five Years together. After many Regulations 4. D. 
nd Buildings appointed, he return d to Rome a fifth time, 130. 


Hadri. 
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enjoin'd others to be built, And thus continuing Nis Jour 
ney, hepaſs'd over into the Leſſer Aſia, and from thence 
into Syria; where by Letters and Envoys he invited all the 
Kings, Tetrarchs and Potentates in thoſe Parts, not only fi, 
Subjects and Allies, but alſo Neighbours and Strangers, 10 7 
conſult and converſe with him in that Country. Amon 
this numerous and ſplendid Concourſe, the King of Par. 
thia was one, to whom he freely ſent his Daughter, who 
had been taken Priſoner by Trajan iu the Maur, yok j for 
which generous Act many came to his Court to viſit, ho- r. 
nour, and acknowledge him; all whom he receiv'd with 
ſuch uncommon Courteſie and Civility, as rais'd the Envy WW; 
and Concern, of all others, who had neglected this Oppor- WM; 
tunity, 
Ir;n, dec. About the Year 136, there aroſe certain Hereticks call 0 
Carpocratiaus, ſo nam'd from Carpocrates of Alexandria, 1 
Magician and Platonick Philoſoper, whom Euſebius ac- 
counts the Father of the Gn»ſticks, Theſe however inay 
be called a chief Branch of the Gxoſticks, who held their 
rincipal Errors, and like them allow'd of Community of 
— and the moſt impudent and ſcandalous Actions 
imaginable ; and by that means brought an Odium upon 
the Chriſtians in general, acting all thoſe Impieties with 
which the Pagans charg'd Chriſtianity, As for their Theo- 
logy, they held among other Things, that Feſ#s Chriſt wa 
but pure Man, and the Son of Foſeph; and that his Soul 
received more Energy from God, whilſt it dwelt with hin 
deforeits Union with the Body, than other Souls did; and n 
that God was thus liberal to it, to enable it to overcom 
the Devils, who had created the World. They rejc:WW7;, 
the Old Teſtament, but in the New allow'd of St. Hafen 
thew's 1 yet deny'd the ReſurreQion of the Dead, 1. 
and perſuaded themſelves that there was no ſuch Thin 


as Evil in Nature, but only in Mens Imaginations. Car — 
prone left a Son behind him nam'd Epiphanius, ho ti wy 0 
e dy'd young, by means of the Platonick Philoſophy, ad 
treamly ſpread the Fables, and abſurd Sentiments of hi un 
Father. The Libertiniſm and impious Practices of th ime 
Sect, afterwards produc'd another prodigious Hereſie, call WF, : 
that of the Adamites, of which one Brodicws was Head mira 
This Sect made it their Buſineſs to imitate Adam's Naked 2 
neſs before his Fall, imagining themſelves as innocent nd | 
He, fince their Redemption by the Death of Chri/#; 3 bn 
therefore met together naked, aſſerting, that if Ada 


not ſinn'd, there wou'd have been no Marriages. The 
2 ; appear 
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pppear'd about forty Years after the Carpocratians, But to 
feturn to the Year 139, about this time, a ColleQion was 
made of Greek Verſes, divided into eight Books, call'd by 
the Name of the Sylline Oracles, taken as they ſeem from 
propheſies, Hiſtories, and Dogmas out of both Teſtaments. 
They are ſuppos'd to have been collected, if not forg'd, 
by ſome Platonick Chriſtian of Alexandria, and were often 
us'd in Defence of the Chriſtian Religion againſt the Pa- 
{148 p 
The Emperor Adrian, having finiſh'd his magnificent A. D. 
Entertainments in the Eaſt, after a Survey of Syria, en- 131. 
ter d Paleſtine and Judæa, viliting all the principal Cities; Hadri. 
after which he ſet forwards, and did the like in the ſab- 4 
du'd Parts of Arabia. In the ſame Year, the famous Ju- . 
., Wiiſconſult or Lawyer, Salvins Julianus, by the Emperor's 
oer compos'd that Law call'd the Perpetual Edict; be- 
ie a ColleQion of Rules to be obſery'd by all ſucceeding 
Prztors and Governors of Provinces, that Juſtice might be 
© Wuniform in the Empire; and call'd Edictum Perpetuum, 
e becauſe it was to continue in Force for ever. From Ara- A. D. 
lia Adrian paſs'd into Agypr, where he loft a dear and 132. 
beautiful Companion call'd Antinous; for whom he wept Hadi, 
with all the Tenderneſs and Weakneſs of a Woman, and n+ 
hew'd the higheſt Reſpe& for his Memory. Some re- **- 
— that this Youth devoted himſelf a Sacrifice for the 
mperor ; others that he. was what his Beauty might pro- 
bably incite him to be, and the too great Pleaſure Adriaz 
ook in unnatural Love. He was ſo ſuperſtitious in this 
Vatter, that the Grecians by his Order made a God of 
4 tim, whence in an ancient Inſcription at Rome, he is ſtil'd 
e Aſſeſſor of the Gods in Agypt. He alſo built a City 
n i him in the Place where he dy d, call'd Antinoe, erected 
: Temple, and appointed Prieſts and Prophets to attend it, 
nitituted annual Solemnities, and every five Years ſacred 
| vames, held not only in egypt, but in other Parts. Ma- 
Wi} of the Pagans themſelves derided the Emperor's Folly 
ad Weakneſs, and this new Augmentation to [dolatry 

"rov'd the IT of Chriſtianity. About the ſame 
ime Adrian commanded the holy City Feruſalem to be 
built with great Charge; which was perform'd with ad- 
* Mmirable Expedition, principally by the Aſſiſtance of the 

Jews, who began much to raiſe their ſhort-liv'd Hopes 
rd ExpeQations. In this the Emperor put a Roman Co- 
e, and built a Temple to Jupiter Capitolinus, in the 
om of the Temple of God, which extreamly wa” 
the 
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Prophets. The Study of theſe, and the other Friends to 


A.D. 


134. 
Hadri. 
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the Fetus, and afterwards rais'd greater Miſchiefe than ever; 
and he likewiſe chang'd its tortmer Name, and cal!'d it 
Alia Capitolina, which was done in the 16h Year ot his Wor 
Reign, and 62 Years after its DeſtruQion by Tru, ” 

The following Year is remarkable for the Death of the cb 
Herefiarch Baſihdes in Alexandria; but much more f the Wit 
Coverſion of the famous Juſtia, the Philoſopher and pr 
Martyr to the Chriſtian Religion, now about 30 Years of co 
Age. This Juſtin was a Native of the City of Sychem or | 
Neapolis in Paleſtine, near Jacob's Well and Mount Ge. 
ri21m, the Son ot Priſcas; he was a Grecian by Birth and 
Religion, but having in vain ſought for the true Gods. 
mong all the Sects of the Pagan Fhiloſophers, and chiefy 
among the Platonicks, was coverted to the Chriſtian Faith 
in a private Conference between him and a certain ancient 
Man unknown to him, who advis'd him to adhere to the 


Chriſtianity, together with the continual Examples of the 
Innocency of the Chriſtians Lives, and the Conſtancy of 
their Deaths, intitely gain'd his Heart; but he did not lay 
aſide his Habit nor Frofeſſion, but added to his great Skill 
iu the Heather Philoſophy, a profound Knowledge of the 
Holy Scriptures, becoming the principal and moſt eminent 
Champion of Chriſtiauity. In the mean time the Empe- 
ror Adrian, having been above a Year and a half in A9 
and thoſe Parts, quitted that Country, and return'd with bis 
Deſign to winter in Athens. In this City, being diſpleas d gath 
with the e&gyprians, he wrote a Satyrical Letter to ServMrous 
anus the Conſul, giving a very detracting Character ai wo 
them, and the Chriſtians amongſt them: And ſo much ot C 
it as concerns the latter, we ſhall tranſcribe from Vpiſcu bet 
Saturninus. I have given my ſelf a perfect Under ſtandingretus 
of Egypt; which you, my well belyved Servianus, did ſame u, 
time recommend to me. They are à light inconflant PeopleWhorc 
always in Suſpence, and veermg with every Stroke of Fortune Mult 
Thoſe who worſhip the God Scrapis, are nevertheleſs Chriſtiſ uo 
ans; and Mex who call themſelves the Biſhops of Chtiſt, a Nun 
alſo Votaries to Serapis. There is no Ruler of the Sywagogut 
of the Jews, no Samaritan, 20 Presbyter of the 2 
»o Aſtrolager, no Magician, no Phyſician, but he vor ſbif 
Serapis. 2 Patriarch himſelf of Alexandria when he com 
buber, is by ſome oblig'd to adore Serapis, by others ts ado 
Chriſt. — Serapis is common God tu them all. Him th 
Chriſtians, che 2 and Perſons of all Nations tor ſhip. 

From this Epillle, it is beliey'd, that Adrian, according : 


Chap l. ADRIAN the 15 Rom. Emp. 453 


his changeable Humour, had perſecuted the Chriſtians in 
Alexandria, while he was there, and compell'd ſome light 
or falſe Profeſſors to worſhip the Deities of the Country, 
which probably gave ground to his Cenſure, and to his 
charging the Imputation upon all. And about this time 
it is ſaid, that two Perſons, nam'd Apelles and Ariſton, 
preſented Apologies to the Emperor ; but we have no Ac- 
count of the Particulars, 


VT. The great Loſſes that the Jeu ſuſtain'd under p 
the Emperor Trajan ſo far humbled them as to bring them E,. 
o a reaſonable Quietneſs; but gathering Strength again, &. 
they were provok'd to a general Revolt and Rebellion, part- 
ly by Adriaw's building a Pagan Temple in Feruſalem, and 
partly by his forbidding them the Uſe of Circumciſion, as 
Sartian tells us. They began their Rebellion ſhortly af- 
ter Adrian left t and the Eaſt, being headed and con- 
firm'd by an Impoſtor, who by the Help of lighted Flax 
ſeem'd to vomit Flames of Fire, pretending he came down 
45 2 Light from Heaven, to deliver them from Tyranny, 
and Bondage; and declaring, That he was the very Star 
wetold by Balaam; from whence he was call'd by the 
Name o er the Son of a Star, and accord- 
ingly was worſhipp'd and receiv'd as the Mefiah: Which 
nyvolv'd the Fews of all Nations into this Sedition. But 
this Impoſtor ated more like a Robber than a King; for 
gathering vaſt Numbers together, they began with a barba- 
rous ravaging of all Judæa, Galilee and Syria, and fell 
moſt ſeverely upon the innocent Chri#;ans, uſing all Kinds 
of Cruelties to compel them to renounce and blaſpheme 
the true Meſſiah, and tormenting them alſo becauſe b. 
refus'd to join in their Rebellion. In the Beginning 77 
mes Rufus, Governor of Judæa, having ſome Auxiliary 
forces ſent him by the Emperor, march'd out againſt the 
Multitude ; and making Ule of their Madneſs and Deſpe- 
tion as an Occaſion of his ſparing none, he flew infinite 
Numbers of all Ranks, Men, Women and Children, At 
iſt the Romans deſpis'd the Power of the Fews; but in 
t ſhort time, their Numbers did ſo prodigiouſly increaſe 
tom all Parts of the Empire, as expecting a Deliveranc 
tat Adrian was conſtrain'd to ſend his beſt Forces an 
noſt experienc'd Commanders againſt theſe obſtinate and 
ferfidious People. And Matters were now brought to 
hat Extremity, that Dion tells us, that the whole World 
Was in a manner ſhaken by this terrible Commotion of 
e Fews, The chief Roman Commander was Julius Se- 
ve rus, 
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verus, Governor of Britain, who with great Difficulties 
divided their united Forces, gain'd ſeveral bloody YiRto- 
ries, and in the firſt Year of the War, belieg'd, demoliſh'd 
and burnt the new City of Jeruſalem. | 
A.D. But the principal and moſt remarkable Action, hapned 


135- in the ſecond Year of this War; which was the Siege f 
Hadri. Bether or Bitther by the Romans, a very ſtrong Place, not l 
far from Jeruſalem, whither vaſt Numbers of the Jew; | 
% were retir'd, as to their laſt Refuge. This Siege was long 
and miſerable to the Fews, who were reduc'd to all the ( 

* Extremities of Hunger and Thirſt, and at length ſubdud p 
with a moſt terrible Slaughter, in the latter End of the g 
18th Year of Aarian, and the Month Anguſt, in which o 
Month, as St. Jerom obſerves, Jeruſalem was formerly ta- de 

ken by Nebuchadne z zar, and alſo the Temple deſtroy'd by th 
Titus. The Few:ſh Writers and Rabbins do repreſent the f. 
doleful Slaughter at Bether, as the moſt deplorable Stroke Wh w 
that ever their Nation receiv'd, beſides the Deſtruction of WM in 
"Jeruſalem by Titus. Some of their Exprefſions concern- 

ing the Slaughter are to this Purpoſe: © The Horſes waded 7. 

in Blood up to the Noſtrils; there were ſlain four hun- WM of 

© dred thouſand; and Adrian wall'd a Vineyard of ſixteen WM un 

© Miles about with dead Bodies, There were found the din 

© Brains of three hundred Children upon one Stone; and for 

© three Cheſts full of tatter'd PhilaQteries, containing three Wl had 


© Buſhels every Cheſt. and 
F»ſ#, In the mean time, the Emperor Adrian having winter'd Wl for 
Dion. at Athens, was again admitted into the Grand Eleuſinian Ve. 
ar. Myſteries, which were different from thoſe he had obtain'd MW mo 
nine or ten Years before, theſe being ſolemniz'd only once Wl Rio 
in four Years, in the ſecond of every Olympiad. After ¶ tht 
theſe and many other Pagan Ceremonies, the Emperor re ¶ fnii 
ſolv'd to conclude his whole Journey, and return to me ¶ Dil 
for the reſt of his Days, having ſpent about thirteen Years Wola 
in ſurveying the Empire, beſides the ſeveral times of his Hof ti 
: Continuance at Rome, This was the ſixth and laſt time WM us, | 
of his Return to the City, where his Entrance was er- Watio 
ceeding grateful to the People; and tho? he began to be Wor 
old and unweildly, he was no leſs diligent in the pub- Tin 
lick Adminiſtration than formerly, He made feveral new Wed G 
Laws and Ordinances ; particularly he forbad Maſters to Wtold 
kill their Slaves, as had been before allow'd, but order'l MWol 
them to be try'd by the Laws in all Capital Crimes. He evo 
alſo ordain'd that all ſuch Perſons as wilfully conſum'd dis f 


their Eſtates, ſhould be fitſt expos'd to publick Shame 5 17 
| | * . 
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the Amphitheatre, and then turn'd out of the City. And 
now finding himſelf indiſpos'd, and without an Heir, he 
took Care for a Succeſſor; and after many Conſultations 
about ſo weighty a Matter, he at length made Choice of 
Lacius Cimmoaus, tho' contraty to the Advice of his 
Council, a thing not uſual till then, He inſiſted upon 
the Virtues and Merits of the Perſon, and having adopted 
him, and entituled him Czſar, he chang'd his Name to 
lia, Verus; ordering likewiſe the Celebration of the 
Circenſian Games, and a Donative to the Soldiers and 


465 


People. Not long after, he commanded Severianut, a f. D. 
great and popular Man, to be flain, together with his 126. 
own Nephew Fuſcus, upon Sufpicion of Treaſon and Hadri. 


deign'd Uſurpation : He likewiſe commanded ſome o- 
thers to be put to Death upon Pretences not wholly juſti- 
fiable, his Infirmities now diſcloſing his innate Cruelty, 
which alſo had before this Time ſhewn it ſelf too openly 
in ſome Inſtances, 

In this Year, after many violent Struggles and Conteſts, 
Julius Severus ended the Few:h War; and tho' he came 
off Conqueror, yet he would not have choſen many Tri- 
umphs at the Price of ſo much Blood. But the extraor- 
dinary Strength that was now in the Fews was given them 
for their DeſtruQtion, and the more dangerous this Rebellion 
had been, the more ſevere was the Emperor's Puniſhment, 
and the greater his Care in preventing the like Miſchiefs 
for the future. The War was concluded in near three 
Years time, with the Death of their falſe Meſſiah, the De- 
moliſhment of fifty of their ſtrongeſt Cities, the Deſtru- 
ftion of 985 of their beſt Towns, and the Death of 580 
thouſand Men in ſeveral Battels and Skirmiſhes, beſides in- 
finite Numbers of others conſum'd by Famines, Fires and 
Diſeaſes; ſo that their whole Land was laid waſte and de- 
folate, and there ſeem'd to be almoſt an utter Exticpation 
of the Few:ſþ Name and Nation. Their own Writers tell 
vs, that twice the Number of Fews periſh'd upon this Oc- 
afion than ever came out of egypt ; and that they ſutfer'd 
more under Adrian, than under Nebxchadnezzar, or under 
Titus; ſo heavy was the Hand of Heaven upon this wrerch- 
ed Generation, Dio tells us that this Deſolation was fore- 
told by the falling aſunder of Solomon's Sepulchre, and by 
Wolves and Hyzna's, who howl'd about the Streets, and 
&vour'd People in the Fields. Thoſe Fews that ſurviv'd 
iis ſecond Ruin of their Nation, were fold in incredible 
Numbers, of all Ages and Sexes, like Dogs and Horſes in 
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publick Markets þ * for that purpoſe. Others were 
tranſported into SPP, and other Countries, where ſome 
periſh'd by Shipwrecks, ſome by Famine, and others were 
flain like Beaſts by the Pagans. This was the laſt and moſt 
dreadful Diſperſion of the Jeu, when they were forbidden 
ſo much as to ſer foot on, or come in View of their own 
Soil or Land, becoming Sojourners and Strangers in all 
Nations, and like Cain, Fugitives and Vagabonds through- 
out the whole World; and like him having alſo a Mark 
on them, that they might not be utterly exterminated. 
nd by this Means alſo the Providence of God advanc'd 
the Comm Religion, and now entirely freed it from the 
Servitude of the Law; for *till now, not only the Chri/tians 
of Judæa, but allo the Biſhops of Feraſalem, were of the 
Circumcifion ; and, as far as was conſiſtent with Chri/ti- 
anity, kept to the Obſervations of the Law. From the 
Death of Simeon in 107, to this Diſperſion, there were 13 
Bi 5. of Jeruſalem; of whom we have only the Names, 


i ; 


Viz. Fuſtus, Zachæus, Tobias, Benjamin, John, Matthias, 
Philip, Seneca, Juſtus, Levi, Ephrem, Foſeph, and Judas, 
who was the laſt Chriſtian Biſhop of the Circumcifion, 
This great Diſperſion hapned in the 2cth Year of the Reign 
of Adrian, under the Conſulſhips of Commodus and Pom- 
peianus, 103 Years after our Saviour's Crucifixion, 66 af- 
ter the Deſtruction of the Temple by Tiras, and 36 after 


the Death of the laſt Apoſtle St. Fob. 
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CHAP. Il. 


From the laſt and entire Diſperſion of the 
Jews, to the Beginning of the fourth Gene- 
ral Perſecution of the Church, under the 
Emperor M. Aurelius, or Antoninus Phi- 
loſophus. 


Containing the Space of about 2.5 Tears. 


1 FT ER all theſe deplorable Misfortunes that be- A. D. 
. A fel the Fews, the Emperor Adrian, confidering 137. 
that the Remains of their holy Ci pi and Temple Hadri. 
was one great Cauſe of their Rebellion, order'd the very 2 
Marks and ReliQs, eſpecially of the Temple, to beentire- ** 
ly raz'd, and to beplow'd up according to the Rozzan Cu- Dion. 
; ſtom; which was the higheſt Mark of their Ignominy, and — | 
final Deſolation, and alſo the full Accompliſhment of all | 
- W our Saviour's Predictions. This was compleated in the 
Month of Auguſt; and at the ſame time, all the Jews in 
x Paleſtine, who were yet unſold, were baniſh*d for ever out 
of their own native Country, and their whole Race for- 
bidden to ſet Foot upon, or fo much as to come within 
View of Feruſalem, even from the higheſt Hill, upon pain 
of immediate Death, Only with great Difficulty they ob- 
tain'd the Favour, of going every Year, upon the 16th Day 3 
of Azguſt, to approach the Place, and to deplore their un- i'll 
expreflible Loſs and Miſery ; and, as St. Ferom adds, to 1 
admire the Completion of all the ancient Propheſies. In 1 b 
the ſame Year Adrian, out of the Aſhes and Ruins of the = 
old City built a new one; and the better to efface the 9 
Name of Feruſalem, he call'd it Alia Capitolina, as he had ' 
done before this laſt Revolt, by which Name it was call'd 4 
for ſeveral Ages; cauſing it alſo to be inhabited wholly by 
Romans and Foreigners. This City much differ'd from 
the other in the Situation ; for Mount Calvary, the ordi- | - 
vary Place of Execution, was now inclos'd within the | 
Walls of it, and Mount Son, the Place of the Temple, and 9 
all the Southern Parts of the old City, excluded, left de- 1 
ſolate, and afterwards cover'd with Wood, Herbs and Rub- | 
diſh, Adrian erected alſo a Roman Theatre in this new 


F 4 City, 
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City, employing for this Edifice, and his idolatrous Tem- 
ples here, the ſame Stones that had ſerv'd for the Temple 
and Sanctuary of the living God. And to prophane this 
City after the moſt notorious Manner, he caus'd to be en- 
_ and put upon the Gate leading to Bethlehem the 

igure of a Swine; which, of all Beaſts, the Few: Na- 
tion moſt abhor'd. Then, not contented with that Mark 
of Slavery, he erected alſo a Statue to the Honour of He- 
nus, in the Place where our Lord was cruciſy'd ; and ano- 
ther to Jupiter, where he was bury'd; and a Temple to 
Adonis, at Bethlehem, where he was born: All which ſtood 
*till the time of Conſtantive. 

The ſad Deſolation of the Fews open'd the Eyes of great 
Numbers, who now clearly ſaw the Hand of Heaven, aud 
more readily embrac'd Chriſtianity; and as this new City 
became inhabited, ſo in a ſhort time a new Church of 
Chriſtians was eſtabliſh'd here, conſiſting all of Gentile Con- 
verts, and of ſuch as entirely renounc'd Circumciſion, and 
the Ceremonies of the Liw. Of theſe St. Mark was the 
firſt Biſhop, a moſt learned and celebrated Perſon, who 
continu'd in the Place about 19 or 20 Years ; being the 
firſt Biſhop of Jeruſalem of the Uncircumciſion. In the 
Beginning the Cyriſtians of this City flouriſh'd beyond all 
Expectation, and became ſo renown'd for the Eminency of 
their Miracles, that Agzi/a himſelf, the Emperor's Father- 
in-Law, and whom he had made Governor and Overſeer 
of the Buildings of the City, being convinc'd, was baptiz'd, 
and embrac'd Chriſtianity, This Aquila was a Native of 
Sinope in Pontus, but tho' he chang'd his Religion, yet he En 
did not forſake all his Errors; ſo that till purging his old . 
Magick, and his aſtrological Studies, notwithſtanding the WW þ+ 
frequent Admonitions that were given him, he was caſt or 
out of the Church, as an irreclaimable Perſon. Which he ¶ he 
reſented as ſo great an Affront, that he renounc'd the Me 
Faith, was circumcis'd, and became a Jew: Profelyte ; W that 
after which he made himſelf Maſter of the Hebrew Tongue, W ped 
and tranſlated the Bible into Greet; with Deſign both to ¶ paci 
ruin the Reputation of the Septaagint, aud to corrupt and and 
darken the Propheſies relating to our Saviour, This Tran- WM in 4 
Nation is highly eſteem'd by the Fews ; who account it ot 5 
the moſt exact of all others 10 þ 

In the Year 138, and 21ſt of Adrian, dy'd L. Commodus, W ace, 
on the firſt Day of January; upon which, not long after, | 
on the 25th of February, the Emperor adopted Titus Auto 


«2145, an eminent Man, afterwards ſirnam'd Pius, 1 the 
| ame 


Capitol. 
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ſame time obliging him to adopt two others, namely, 
Marcus Aurelius, and Lucius Verus, two promiling Youths, 
who afterwards became Emperors. All which being eſta- 
bliſh'd with the Approbation of the Senate and chief of 
Rome, and the Emperor ſickning and declining, he caus'd 
himſelf to be carry'd to the City of Bate; where his Pains 
became very tormenting, and ſometimes threw him into 
Convulſions, ſo that he often endeavour'd to deſtroy him- 
ſelf, crying out, How miſerable is it to ſeek Death, and not 
be able to find him He had recourſe to all the impious 
Arts of Magick and Sorcery, and then made uſe of Gifts 
and Promiſes and ſometimes Threatnings to oblige his 
Attendants to kill him. But ſome alledg'd Pity, ſome 
Piety, and others Fear; *till at laſt by the Advice of his 
Phyticians, he abſtain'd from all Kind ot Suſtenance, which 
brought him to an eaſie Death; he in the mean time ſport- 
ing with ſome remarkable peculiar Verfes, enquiring of 
his Soul, Ixto what gloomy Place it deſign'd to go? Thus 
dy'd Adrian, a Prince of extraordinary Virtues with a great 
Mixture of Vices, leaving the World on the 10th Day of 
July, under the Conſulſhips of Camerinus and Niger, be- 
ing in the G2d Year of, his Age, and having reign'd 20 
Years, and 11 Months, wanting one Day, 


II. As the Wiſdom of Adrian's Government was ad- A h 
mir'd by all, ſo was his Wiſdom in chuſing Titus Antoni- 138. 
ms no leſs applauded, who was immediately, without 4g,,. 
Contradiction, acknowledg'd his Succeſſor, and obey'd as Ius 
Emperor. This Antoninus was a Foreigner of Nimes in p, ,, 
Gaul, now above 50 Years of Age; and in a fhort time 4, f 
ede ſhew'd himſelf to be one of the molt excellent Princes tees 
it or the World for Virtue and Munificence; and govern'd — 
he I the Roman Empire with the greateſt Authority, Juſtice, 8 
he Moderation and Clemency. He had all the Qualifications 1 
©, WH that might render a Prince amiable, as a molt graceful Aſ- 
de, pect, and a happy Conſtitution, attended with a mild and 
to WF pacifick Temper, and a learned and eloquent Tongue ; 
nd WF ind he was ſo entirely free from all Kinds of Vices, that 
ln" WF in that Particular he much exceeded Trajan, and the beſt 

Hof his Predeceſſors. For which Reaſon he was compar'd 

o Numa, the ſecond King of Rome; and upon ſeveral 

145 Accounts he had the Sirname of Pins given him by the 
ct; WF Senate, who at the ſame time ſtil'd him, Father of ir- 
150 ues, He ſhew'd himſelf exceeding aftable, caſie, and plea- 
the ¶ ant to all Men; and he often wilh'd, To be ſuch an Em- 
| 2 peror 
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peror to his People, as He, if be were a depriv'd Perſon, 
wound defire another Prince to be, But he was very ſtri& 
as to his Servants Advantages, and took a particular Care 
that none of his Courtiers ſhou'd make any Profit of his 
Favours to another, nor take Bribes or Gratitudes of ſuch 
as were Suiters to him; for which Reaſon he generally 
gave Audience and Anſwer to all Men himſelf in Perſon; 
and in theſe Matters he knew the Qualifications and Dit, 
ference between Men to an extraordinary Perfection. He 
always punith'd Criminals with great Commiſeration, and 
often pardon'd them, whenever he {aw a fair Proſpect of 
their Amendment; and to ſuch as often diſcours'd with 
him of the Valour of Julias Ceſar, and other Heroes, his 
common Anſwer was, That he more deſir'd the Preſerua- 
tion of one Friend or Subject, than the Death of a thouſand 
Enemies, Thoſe few Wars he had in the Beginning of 
his Reign, gain'd him ſuch Reputation in all Parts, that 
for mahy Years after he rul'd the World by his own Au- 
thority, with little or no Bloodſhed ; ſo that Aur. Ciclo 
aſſures us, That all Kings, Nations and People ſtood in 
awe of him, and at the ſame time ſo lov'd and eſteem'd 
him, That they accounted him rather their Father and Pa- 
tron, than their Lord and Emperor; and all unanimouſly 
choſe him for their Judge and Arbittatot of Controverlics, 
looking upon him as tho” he had come down from Hea- 
ven. In ſhort, Poſterity had ſo great a Veneration for his 
Memory, that for near a hundred Years, the Soldiers and 
Roman People wou'd not look upon any Man as their 
Emperor, *till he had taken upon him the Name of Ant- 
ninus. 

Autouiuus, according to his merciful Temper, made it 
his firſt Care to free thoſe Perſons, whom Adrian in his 
laſt Sickneſs had mark'd out for Death; declaring, 7a 
Adrian, if he hadrecover'd, wou'd haue done the ſame, | hen 
taking his Remains to Rome, with great Solemnity he bu- 
ry'd them there; and, notwithſtanding he was much op- 
pos'd, he deify'd Adrian, according to the Roman and Pe- 
71. Cuſtom. Then he made it his Buſineſs to ſeek for 

en able to govern the Provinces of the Empire; always 
conferring great Honours upon Lovers of Juſtice, and the 
moſt deſerving Ferfons. He exactly inform'd himſelt of 
the Revenues of the Publick; but was never ſatisfy'd with 
the Gain that aroſe from an oppreſs'd Province; being 
very ready to hear all Complaints made againſt his Colle: 
ctors and other like Officers, And to ſhew his great — 

berallty 
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berality and Bounty, he ſoon gave away moſt of his for- 
mer Eſtate and Goods in Favours and Acts of Charity; 
ſo that when his Empreſs Fauſtina repin'd at his Genero- 
ſity, he reprehended her as ignorant, and gave her to un- 
derſtand, That as ſoun as he was poſſeſs'd of the Empire, he 
ſuitted all private . and 2 nothing of his own, bus 
that all belong d to the Publick, In Matters of Equity and 
juſt Government, he was no leſs vigilant than his Prede- 
ceſſor Adrian; but he went contrary to his Opinion as to 
Travels, and reſolv'd never to depart from Rome during 
his Reign, only for Hunting and ordinary Recreations. Un- 
der this mild and generous Government, the Chriſtians en- 
joy'd a happy Tranquillity, and great Proſperity ; tho” the 
Heathens, who generally aſcrib'd all publick Calamities to 
them, could not want Opportunities and Pretences of af- 
flicting them; ſo that this excellent Reign was not wholly 
without Martyrs; particularly Tcleſpborus Biſhop of Rome, 
who ſuffer'd in the firſt Year, after he had been 11 Years 
Biſhop. He was ſucceeded by Hyginas, an Athentan by 
Birth, Son of a Philoſopher, who continu'd about four 
Years, and was the eighth Biſhop of Rome after St. Peter 
and St. Paul. 

In the following Year, Antoninus the Emperor marry'd 
his Daughter 7 54 to Marcus Aurelius, and made him 
Ceſar; gave a King to the uc and another to the Ar- 
menians, About the ſume Time, Fauftin Martyr, after ſe- 
veral Journies and Voyages, fix*d his Habitation principally 
at Rowe, dwelling, as appears from the Acts of his Martyr- 
dom, about the 7rmorhive Baths, which were upon the 
Vininal Mount, Here he made many Converts, and kept 
a ſort of a School for the Benefit of the Goſpel; and a- 
mong his Scholars, Tatian was molt celebrated, who after- 
wards became the Head of a Se@ call'd the Excrarrres. 
Juſtin ſtrenuouſly employ'd himſelf to defend and promote 
the Cauſe of Chriſtianity, and particularly to confute and 
beat down the Hereſies that then moſt infected the Church, 
writing a Book againſt all ſorts of Hereſies. And now 
there was ſufficient Occafion for his Pen, for about the 
lame time two grand Hereſiarchs came to Rome, Falen- 
tinus and Cerdo. The former was an e/fgypriien, learned 
and eloquent, and made Profeflion of Plat“ Philoſophy ; 
who being highly ambitious, and diſpleas'd at another's 
being preferr'd to a Biſhoprick before him, in a great Mea- 
lure quitted his Faith with his Country; and coming to 
Kome, under the notion of an orthodox Chriſtian, by his 
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Infinuations created infinite Miſchiefs. Cerdo came out of 

Syria, and ſpread his damnable Opinions at Rome ; but by 

his open Abjuration of them, he found greater Opportu- 

nity of-venting them, and in a ſhort time produc'd that 

notorious Sect call'd the Marciomites, In the Year 140, 

the great Aſtronomer Phlegon of Trallia, the Emperor A- 

drian's Freed-Man, finiſh'd his famous Calculation of the 

Olympiads ; in which he particularly takes notice of that 

miraculous Eclipſe of the Sun that hapned at our Saviour's 
Paſſion. 

A. D. Antoninus reigning in all Proſperity, in the third Year 

141. of his Government, his Empreſs Fauſtina dy'd; and tho 

An.Pii ihe was a bad Woman, the Senate out of Love to her 

Husband appointed her a Temple and Prieſteſſes, publick 

Games to her Honour, and Statues of Gold and Silver, 

The Emperor admitted of all this Pag aniſh Superſtition, 

and made himſelf a charitable Eſtabliſhment for the Main- 

tenance of certain young Children, whom he call'd by the 

Name of Fauſtina's Children, in Memory of his deccas'd 

A. D. Empreſs. In the following Year he inſtituted new Gaines 

142. at Puteoli, in Honour of his Predeceſſor Adrian, to be ſo- 

An. Pii lemniz'd every five Years under the Title of Pia or Pia- 

— ba. In which Year, yginus, after he had been four Years 

5- Biſhop of Rome, dy'd; and was ſucceeded by Pim I, an 

Italian of Aquileia, Son of Raffinus, who continu'd inthe 

Chair about 15 Years, and was the ninth Biſhop of Rome 

after St, Peter and St. Paul. About the ſame time dy'd 

Eumenes Biſhop of Alexandria, aftet he had held this Dignity 

about thirteen Years, and was ſucceeded by Marcus, a Per- 

ſon of noted Piety, the ſeventh Biſhop of this City after WM joy 

the Evangeliſt St. Mark, who continu'd in the Place about anc 

ten Years. Beſides theſe Changes and Succeſſions, in the ¶ tho 

ſame Year dy'd Cornelius Biſhop of the third capital City t 
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Antich, after 14 Years continuance in that See; being the 

| ſucceeded by Eros, who was the fifth Biſhop of Antioch, W Au 
aſtet the Apoſtles, and continu'd ſuch for about 25 Years. the 

A. D. About the fifth Year of the Emperor's Reign, Yalenti- Wl that 
143. nus, having perverted many, and diſcover'd his abomina- Wl the 
An. Vii ble Errors, was cenſur'd by the Church, and entirely ex- Not 
— cluded the Congregation; which was ſo far from hum- Ws, 
Epipk bling him, that retiring to Cyprus, he ſpread the Venomof ¶ the 
Jen. his Doctrine with greater Boſdneſs than ever; and form'd WM ner 


Tenwl, a Scct, which prov'd as ſtrong and numerous as any be- clue 
fore, and continu'd *til the tourth Century, YLalentinus Wl to b 
torm'd his Notions from Pagan Philoſophers and row lime 

an 
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and imagin'd certain Gods to the Number of thirty, which 

he call'd Mn , that is Ages, out ofthe Poet Heſrod's Fa- 

bles. He wou'd have fifteen of the thirty to be Male, 

and the other fifteen Female; and affirm'd, that our Savi- 

our ſprung, like another Pandore, out of their Mixture; 

adding, that he paſs'd with a Body brought out of Hea- 

ven through the Virgin, as through a Conduit or Pipe. 

This Se& was a Branch of the Gzoſticks, and all the Va- 

leatinians glory'd in that Name. They conſtituted three 

Orders of Men, the Spiritual, the Animal, and the Car- 

zal; affirming that the firſt hou'd be ſav'd by their Know- 

ledge, the ſecond by their Works, and the third had no 

Salvation at all. They held that Chr:ft had a fantaſtical 

or imaginary Body upon Earth, and ridicul'd the Ortho- 

dox for aſlerting his two Natures, They deny'd the Re- 

ſurreQion of the Body, held a Tranſmigration of Souls, 

and believ'd with the Anthropomorphites, that God had a 

Body, and of Human Shape, with many other abſurd Opi- 

nions. In the next Year, according to Tertullian, began a D. 

the famous Hereſie of the Marcionites, which took its 14. 

Name from Marcion, a Perſon of Sinope in Pontas, who An. Pi 

in his younger Years follow'd the Szorck Philoſophy; but & 

being convicted of Uncleanneſs with a Virgin, he was ex- 7 

commtnicated by his Father, who was a pious Man and 

a Biſhop. Upon which, after the Death of Hyginus Bi- 

ſhop of Kome, he repair'd to that City; where, not being 

admitted to the Eccleſiaſtical Communion, becauſe his 

Father ſtill oppos'd it, he out of Revenge threatned to form 

a Schiſm that ſhou'd laſt for ever; and accordingly he 

joyn'd with Cerdo then in Rome, embrac'd his Hereſie, 

and added many other Errors, together with almoſt all 

thoſe of the Halentiniant and Gnofticks, He held with Cer- 

4 two ſeveral Gods, the one Good, and the other Evil; 

the latter he ſaid was the Creator of the World, and the 

Author of the Law; and the former the Redeemer of 

the World, and the Author of the Goſpel. Origen affirms, 

that he ſuppos'd there was a God ofthe Jews, a God of 

the Chriſtians, anda God of the Gentiles. Tertullian ſpeaks 

of nine, and curiouſly obſerves the reſt of his Opinions; 

4, that he deny'd the Reſurtection of the Body, rejected 

the Incarnation of our Saviour, and all the Od [eſta- 

ment, with moſt of the New; condemn'd Marriage, ex- 

cluding Married Perſons from Salvation; allow'd Perſons 

to be Baptiz'd three ſeveral Times, and the Livng ſome- 

lines to be Baptized in the Rooin of the Dead; and alſo 
Women 
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Women to adminiſter the Sactaments. The Diſciples of 
this Hereſiarch added many other Errors to his Dogma's: 
which in no long time were ſpread abroad in Ag, 5; 

ria and Arabia, as far as Perſia. 
A. D. As this Age produc'd Abundance of Hereſies, that hin. 
145. der'd the Advancement of the Chriſtian Faith, ſo it wa 
A. D. no lels fertil in great Numbers of ſpurious and dangerous 
146. Books; promoted, no doubt, by the Prince of Darkneſ, 
to obfuſcate the Brightneſs of the Goſpel. Among theſe 
we may name the Hiſtories of Seth, Enoch, Cham, &:. 
the Prayers of Foſeph, the Aſſumption of Abraham, the e. 
ſtament of Adoſes, the Repentance of Adam, the Hiſtory 
of Janne and Fambres, the Teſtament of Job, the Aſcen- 
ſion of Eſatas, the Goſpel of Judas according to Bu/ilde, 
the Goſpel of Nicodemas, the Book of Zacharias, the . 
ſcenſion of St. Paul, with a Multitude of the like fabulous 
and pernicious Writings, which are now happily periſh't, 
But to return from ſpurious to genuine Writings, about 
A, D. the tenth Year of this Emperor, Appion of Alexaxaria fi 
147. niſh'd his famous Work of the Roman Hiſtory ; of which 
An.Pii we have a couliderable Part ſtill remaining. In which 
„ Year, which wasjuſt yco Years after the Building the C- 
10. A of Rome, the Emperor order'd the Celebration of the 
rand Secular Games, as it were ſolemnizing the Birth- 
y of the City; all which were perform'd with great 
Pomp and Magnificence, in which were expos'd infinite 
Variety of ſtrange Beaſts, and other Animals. This ws 
the third Time that theſe Games were celebrated ſince the 
Birth of our Saviour, which was 59 Years after the |al 
| under Domitian, and ic o after thoſe under Claudius, whole 
| Example aud Method Antoninus follow'd. The following 
A. D. Year was attend: d with another Solemnity, which wis 
| 145. thc Emperor's Decennalia; for having finiſh'd his firſt ten 
An.Pii Years Government, he renew'd his Time with much Ce. 
10 remony ana Splendor, according to the Cuſtom of 47 
1. fly; 51:4 the ſucceeding Emperors, 5 


| 

| A. D. j! 1 About the twelfth Year of this Reign the Chriſi b 
b 15. aus, Who had ſuffer'd much from Hereticks, began non 
An. Pii to be more ſeverely treated by Pagans: For tho' Anton 
_z mus was ſignally mild and generous, and put out no Edid PU 
. againſt them, yet the Chriſtians, being generally traduc 
and defam'd as a wicked and barbarous Generation, cal 
dalous and abominable in their Nocturnal Aſſemblies, h“ 

hard Meaſure in all Places, and were frequently perſecu 
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and the general ſtanding Laws of the Roman Empire. To 
vindicate them from the foul Aſperſions caſt upon them, 
and to mitigate the Severities us'd towards them, the great 
Tuſtin about this Time publiſh'd his firſt Apology, which be 
inſcrib'd to Antoniau Pius the Emperor, and his two adopt- 
ed Sons, M. Aurelius and L. Verus, to the Senate, and by 
them to the whole People of Rome; * wherein with great 
strength and Evidence of Reaſon he defended the Chri- 
* ftians from the common Objectious and Calumnies of 
their Enemies, prov'd the Divinity of the Chriſtian Faith, 
© and ſhew'd how unjuſt and unreaſonable it was to pro- 
© ceed againſt them without due Conviction and Form of 
Law; acquainted them with the innocent Rites and U- 
{ ſages of the Chriſtian Aſſemblies, and laſtly put the Em- 
© peror in mind of the Practice of his Predeceſſor Adrian 
in this Matter; who had commanded that the Chriſtians 
ſhou'd not be needleſly and unjuſtly vex'd, but that their 
© Cauſe ſhou'd be travers'd and determin'd in open Judi- 
' catures; annexing to his Apology a Copy of the Re- 
* ſcript which Adrian had ſent to Minuciat Fundauus, to 
that purpoſe. This Apology is written with the Spirit 
and Freedom of an old Prophet, yet with all the Decency 
and Reſpect due to the Character of an Emperor; and 
contains ſo much of the Doctrine, Manners and Cuftoms 
of the Primitive Chriſtiaus, that it is one of the moſt con- 
ſiderable Records of Antiquity. We there find the Do- 
tine of the Church concerning the Trinity, the Incarna- 
tion of our Saviour, and Eternal Life; as alſo the Proofs 
of the Chriſtian Faith, the Holineſs and Converſation of 
its Profeſſors, together with a Deſcription of their Aſſem- 
blies, and their Ceremonies us'd in the Adminiſtration of 
both the Sacraments, 


Juſtin's happy Addreſs wanted not its deſired Succeſs : g. D. 
For the Emperor, in his own Nature of a merciful and 151, 


generous Diſpoſition, being mov'd partly by this Apolo- 
£7, and partly by the Notice he had receiv'd trom other 

s of the Empire, wrote in favour of the Chriſtians to 
the Athenians, Theſſalonians, and to all Greece; beſides 


which in the 15th Year of his Reign, he iſſu'd out this A. D. 
publick Edict, directed to the common Aſſembly of Afia. 152. 
lam very well aſſured, that the Gods themſelves will take Au. “ ii 
care, that the Chriſtians ſhall not paſs undiſcover'd, it being 14. 


mach more their Cunceru, than it can be yours, ts punijt 


tloſe who refuſe 20 0 them, But you the mare ſtrong- 
ly 
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ly confirm them in their own Opinions, while you vex and op- 
preſs them, and accuſe them as Impious and Atheiſtical ; nor 
can a more acceptable Kindneſs be done them, than that bein 
accus'd, they may ſeem to chuſe Death, for the ſake of that 
God whom they worſhip. By which means they become Con. 
querors, being ready to lay down their Lives, rather than be 
perſnaded to comply with your Commands, As for the Earth. 
quakes that have been, or that ds yet happen, it is fit to ad. 
vertiſe you, who/e Minds are apt to deſpond under ſuch Ac. 
cidents, to compare your own Caſe with theirs. They at ſuch a 
Time are much more ſecure and confident in their God, Wt” 

whereas you 2 ignorant of God all that Time, neglef 
both the Rites of other Gods, and the Religion of that im. 1 
mortal Deity, nay baniſh and perſecute to Death the Chii- WI-. 
ſtians that worſhip him. Concerning theſe Men, ſeveral Gy. 4 
vernors of Provinces have formerly written to my Father of C 
Sacred Memory: To whom he return'd this Anſwer, That Je 
they ſhon'd be no ways moleſted, unleſs it appear d that they gc 
attempted ſomething againſt the State of the Roman Em- 
Lire. Tea, I myſelf have receiv'd many Intimations of this 
Nature, to which I anſwer'd according to the Tenor of my 
Father's Conſtitution. After all which, if any ſhall pres 
ceed to create them Trouble, meerly becauſe they are Chri- 
ſtians, let him that is indicted be diſcharged, tho) acknow- 
ledg*d to be a Chriſtian, and let the Accuſer himſelf under- 
go the Puniſhment. We are not ignorant, that Valeſius, 
Dacter, and ſeveral other learned Men, upon the account 
of the Inſcription, wou'd have this Imperial Edict to be 
the Decree of the ſucceeding Emperor Marcus Aurelius; 
but all their Arguments we think ſufficiently anſwer'd by 
Monſ. Tillemont, who intimates, that by this Indulgence, 
the Chriſtians generally remain'd in great Peace and Secu- 
y rity throughout the reſt of this Reign. In the ſame Year that 
this Edict was pnbliſh'd, Marcus Biſhop of Alexandria 
dy'd, after he had held this Dignity about ten Years ; and 
was ſucceeded by Celadion, a Perſon greatly belov'd in 
that City, who continu'd in the See about 14 Years, be- 
ing the eighth Biſhop of Alexandria after the Evangelilt 

St. Mark. 

A. D. The Church of God on one ſide enjoy'd great Eaſe and 
153. Proſperity, but on the other was infected with many and 
An. Pii ne Herelies; particularly, with thoſe of the molt abſurd 
and ſenſleſs Sects, call'd the Ophites and the Sethians, I he 
16. former proceeded from the N:colaitans and Gnoſticks, being 
7. call'd Ophites or Serpentines, from the great Veneration 
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they had for the Serpent, which 3 ſaid taught Men the 
Knowledge of Good and Evil. hen their Prieſts cele- 
drated their Myſteries, they made a Serpent come forth 
fom a Hole, which after it had roll'd it ſelf over the 
Things deſign'd to be offer'd, they ſaid that Jeſus Chriſt 
had lanctify'd them, and then deliver'd them to the People 
who worſhipped them. The other Sect call'd Sethians, 
who drew their Original from Yalentizus, were no leſs 
extravagant ; they held that Cain and Abel were created 
by two Angels; and that the latter being kill'd, the ſu- 
pteme Power inhabited Ser; and that the Angels by their 
mutual Impurities drew on the Flood, which deſtroy'd 
their wicked Offspring; but that ſome of them having 
crept into the Ark, gave a new Original to wicked Men. 
They wrote many Books entituled Seth, and ſome bearing 
the Names of the other Patriarchs ; and gave ont, That 
Jeſus Chriſt was either Seth, or his Vicar. Both theſe 
Sas held many other fabulous and abſurd Notions ; 
which ſhews to What an Abyſs of Folly Men may fall, 
when they are abandon'd by God to their own dark In- 
yentions, and have abandon'd themſelves to the falſe Light 
of their weak Reaſon. | 
Beſides theſe ſenſleſs Sects, which were of no very long A. D. 

Continuance, thoſe of the Valentiniant and Marcionites 154. 


began now extreamly to increaſe in many Parts, becom- An. Fit 
ing much more dangerous than the other, Of theſe the 42 
famous Juſtin was a ſtrenuous Oppoſer ; and the Bright 7 
neſs of the Catholick and only true Church, being always 

the ſaine, and continuing ſtedfaſt like it ſelf, was greatly 
ncreas'd and augmented, Juſtin, not — after the Em- 


peror's Edict, left Rome, and reviſited the Eaſtern Parts of 

the Empire; and arriving at Epheſus, fell into the Acquain- 

ance of Tryphon the Few, a Man of great Note and E- 
minency, who had fled his Country in the late War and 
Rebellion againſt the Romans; ſince when he had liv'd in 

breece, and principally in Corinth, where he had much 
mprov'd himſelf by converfing with the Grecian Philoſo- 
mers, With this Champion Juſtin enter'd the Liſts in a A. D. 
Wo Day's Diſpute, the Account of which he has given 155. 
in his Dialogue with that ſubtle Man: Wherein he An. Pii 
' admirably defended and made good the Truth of the 2 

' Chriſtian Religion; and prov'd from an infinite Number 18. 
of Paſſages of the Old Teſtament, That Feſus Chriſt 

was the Meſſiah, and the Hord, who firſt appear'd to 


the Patriarchs, and afterwards condeſcended to be made 
« Man, 


— 
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Man, and to be born of the Virgin Mary for our 80“. 
vation. He not only diſſolv'd all the Jewiſh Pleas and 
Pretenſions againſt Chriſtianity, but alſo diſcover'd their 
© iwplacable Spire and Malice, who not only barely con- 
© tent to reject that Profeſſion, ſent peculiar Perſon; abour 
© the World; to ſpread abroad, That Jeſus the Galileay 
© was a Deceiver and Seducer, and his whole Religion 
© nothing but a Cheat and Impoſture; and that in their 
* publick Synagogues they ſolemnly anathematiz'd all that 
© tuen'd Chriſtians, hating and deſtroying them, whenever 
* they got them in their Power. The Iſſue of the Confe- 
rence was, that the Few acknowledg'd himſelf highly 
pleas'd, profeſſing he found more than he expected; wil: 
ing he might enjoy it oftner, and begging his Friendſhip, 

in what Part of the World ſyever he was. 
A.D. In the 19th Year of this Emperor's Reign, dy'd Mari, 
156, the firſt Biſhop of Ferz/alem after the laſt Diſperſion of 
An. Pii the Fews, after he had held the Dignity 19 or 20 Years; 
be was ſucceeded by Caſianus, who was the 16th Biſhop 
:9. of this City, after the Apoſtle St. James, and ſecond of WF * 
the Uncircumſion; but how long he continu'd in this WW" 
See is uncertain, tho' ſome ſay it was eight Years. In . 
this ſame Year ſome have fix'd the vegans of Mounts Wi" 
xxs's Hereſie; but others, with better Reaſon, have plac'l W® 
A. D. it 14 or 15 Years after. In the acth Year of this Empe- 
157. ror, Pins, after he had been 15 Years Biſhop of Rome, * 
An. Pii dy'd; and was ſucceeded by Anicetus a Syrian, the Son of l 
10. one John de Vicomarco, who continu'd in the See about 
20 11 Years, and was the tenth Biſhop of Rome, after vt. 
Fuſch, Peter and St. Panl. In the Beginning of this Biſhop's 
ren. Time, the Quartodeciman Controverſie began to ariſe be- 
tween the Eaſtern and Weſtern Churches, which was con- 
cerning the time of the Obſervation of Eaſter ; the former, 
according to the Fewiſh Paſſover, keeping to one particu: 
lar Full- Moon; and the latter, according to the Refurre- 
ion, keeping to one particular Sunday; and both juli- 
tying themſelves by Apoſtolical Practice and Tradition. 
That this Fire might not break out into a greater ['laine, 
| the renowned Polycarp came from Smyrna to Kome, id 
| interpoſe with Auicetus, and the chief of the Weſtern 
Church. But tho? he cou'd not end the Controverſie, and 
they alſo diſagreed about ſome other ſmall Matters, Jet 
there was no great Contention betweeen them, nor an 
| | Violation of Charity. In Token whereof they communi” 
| cated together at the Holy Sacrament ; and Anicetus, to * 
| LN 
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the greater Honour upon Polycarp, gave him leave to con- 
ſertate the Euchariſt in his own Church or Aſſembly; 
iner which they parted peaceably ; each Side tho' retain- 
ing their ancient Rites, yet maiutaining the Peace and 
Communion of the Church, During this great Man's 


—— 3 = 


| + 
ay at Rome, he principally ſet himſelf to convince Gain- 
. ſayers, teltifying the Truth of thoſe Doctrines he had re- 
. Wh ceiv'd from the Apoſtles, by which he recover'd many to 
de Church who had been infgQed with Errors, eſpecially 
Vith the Herefies of Marcion and Valeutiuuts. And when 
„ Ilircion once accidentally met him in the Street, and te- 
„ enting it, that he did not ſalute him, call'd out to him, 
g Polycarp, own ut; the good Man reply'd in a juſt ludig- 
nation, I own thee to be the Firſt-born of Satan. So reli- 
b jouſly cautious, adds Irenæus, were the Apoſtles and their 
1 — not to hold any Converſation with any that 
„e Cocrupted the Truth; oblerving St. Paul's Rule, A Man 
; %% is an Heretic, after the firſt and ſecond Admonition, 
5 reef, Polycarp's pious Mind was extreamly heated with 
of We Zeal and Abhorrency of the poiſonous Principles, which 


in thoſe Times corrupted the Simplicity of the Chriſtian 
Faith, infomuch, that when ever he heard any Thing of 
that Nature, he was wont immediately to ſtop his Ears, 
and cry out, Good God! Tu what Times baſt thou reſeru'd 
me, that I ſhould hear ſuch Things! Immediately avoiding 
the Place where he heard it. 

Not long after Auicetut was made Biſhop, the Emperor A.D. 
Autoninus having compleated the 20th Year of his Reign, 158. 
ſolemniz'd his ſecond Deceunalia. About which time it An. Pi 
s believ'd Hegeſippus took his Journey to Rome, where 22 
e ſtay'd ſeveral Years, till the time of Biſhop Eleuthe- ** 
ms, He was a Few by Birth and Education, but being 
cr, Weonverted to Chriſtianity, he became a noted Author, and 
cu- us the firſt who compos'd an entire Body of the Eccle- 
re Wiltical Hiſtory, which he divided into five Books, where- 
alt- abe related the principal Occurrences hapning in the 
on. Church from our Saviour's Birth; 'till the Pontificate of 
me, cet. This Book was written with Simplicity of 
ee, becauſe he reſolv'd, ſays St. Ferom, to imitate the 
ern caſes and Dialect of thoſe whoſe Lives he wrote. We 
andi ve only ſome few Fragments of this Work left, 
yer hich are incerted by Euſebius in his Eccleſiaſtical Hiſto- A. D. 
ae. ln the 22d Year of this Reign, the Emperor renew'd 1 59. 
anime Laws againſt Adulterers, extending the ſame Pu- Au. Pii 
pot iments to Husbands as to Wives, for which this Prince 2. 

thi | is 33. 


is commended by St, Aaſtin. About which Time 'tis pro- 

bale that Melito the Apologiſt was made Biſhop of Gar- 

dis, one of the ſeven Churches mention'd in the Revela- 

tion; being a Man of rare Parts and Abilities, whom Po- 

dycrates Biſhop of _— places among the great Lights 

of Afta, and ſtiles an Eunuch, upon the Account of his 

great Chaſtity and Sobriety, and whom the Orthodox ac- 

A. D. counted as a Prophet. The following Year we find moſt 

545 6h remarkable for the Death of that Hereſiarch Valentinus, 

An. Pi and for the Impudence of Marcellina, a Woman of the 

22 Curpocratian Sect, who coming to Rome about this time, 

23. by her Arts and Induſtry much promoted that impious 

Herefie, She made uſe of her Wit and Beauty, to ſe- 

duce the Orthodox by her laſcivious Pleaſures, which 

were too conſiſtent with her Principles, and Tenets of her 
Religion, 

capi. In the Year 161, the Emperor, after a long Train of 

Proſperity, was ſeiz'd with a violent Fever at Lorium: 

where finding himſelf ſenſibly decaying, he order'd his 

Friends, the Captains of the Guards, and his principal 

Officers to repair to him, and before them all confirm'd 

his Adoption of Marcus Aurelius, not naming Lucius Ve. 

rut: And when the Tribune came for Orders, the Word 

Which he gave him was Equanimity; intimating, That he 

had nothing more to deſire, ſince he had left ſo worthy a 

Succeſſor, and immediately commanded the Golden Image 

of Fortaxe, which the Emperors always had in their Cham- 

bers, to be remov'd from his Apartment to that of Mar- 

cus Aurelius. Shortly after he dy*'d; a Prince of admiri- 

ble Virtues, and unſtain'd Reputation, of whom it is ſaid, 

That he never willingly ſhed the Blood of Roman ot 

© Foreigner; and in all his Acts, That he never did any 

* Thing raſhly in his Youth, or negligently in his Age. 

He dy'd on the 7th Day of March, under the Conſulſhips 

of Marcus Aurelius and Lucius Verns, being 73 Years of 

1 Age, and having reign'd 22 Years, 7 Months, and 26 Days. 

161. Y The Death of Antoninus Pins was highly lament: 

Ax ro- ed in the City and Empire, and his Funeral ſolemniz'd 

NINUS with extraordinay Pomp and Splendor, being attended 

PH1- and ſucceeded by divine Honours, publick Orations pro- 

L © 50 nounc'd by his adopted Sons Marcus Aurelius and Lucius 

3 Verus, a magnificent Pillar erected to him, and a ne 

temb College of Prieſts inſtituted, call'd Aureliant, from the 


Roman Name of his Family, At the ſame time M. Aurelius, 
Emperor, the 
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the eldeſt and worthieſt of the two, was without Oppoſi- 41. 
tion admitted by the Senate as Succeſſor and Emperor, 9 
who upon his Beginning to act, took his adopted Brother 
Verus as his Aſſociate and Equal in the Empire, and alſo 
took the Name of Antoninas, This was the firlt time 
that Rome ever ſaw it ſelf govern'd by two Sovereigns at 
once; a ſurprizing Sight to a City that formerly had her 
beſt Blood ſhed in chuſing a Maſter, and ſo remarkable, 
that it occaſion'd a new Area to commence from that 
Time. They were both of ancient and illuſtrious Fami- 
lies, Antoninus of about forty Years of Age, and Verus a- 
bout 29; the former a Perſon of admirable Virtues and 
Accompliſhments, of whom all Writers ſpeak great and 
nobly, and the latter looſe and extravagant, diſſolute and 
debauch'd in his Life and Morals, Aurelius or Antoninus 
was a renowned Stoicꝶ Philoſopher, for which he is diſtin- 
guiſh'd from his Predeceſſor by the Name of Philoſophus, as 
being a publick Profeſſor of Philoſophy, which he uſually 
call'd Hrs Mother, oppoſing it to the Court, which he call'd 
His Step- Mother; and for that Reaſon he trequently us'd 
that Expreſſion of Plato's, That People was happy whoſe Phi- 
loſophers were Kings, or whoſe Kings were Philoſophers. Im 
the twelfth Year of his Age he had enter'd himſelf among 
the Szorcks, wore their Habit, praQis'd their Severities, ſtu- 
dy'd as they did, lay upon the Ground, and was with great 
Difficulty perſuaded by his Mother to make uſe of an ordi- 
nary Couch; and according to their Precepts, he retain'd 
ſuch Tranquility of Mind, that he is obſerv'd never to have 
chang'd his Countenance either with Joy or Sorrow. He 
was a Prince of eminent Juſtice and Fiety, and no leſs ce- 
lebrated for his Care and Penetration: His Excellencies 
were ſo ſhining and tranſcendent that Extropraus tells us, He 
was more to be admir'd, than commended; and it may 
de ſaid, That Providence proportion'd the Wiſdom of 
” — to the Miſeries and Calamities deſign'd for 
|S Reign. | 

This wiſe Prince in a ſhort time ſet himſelf to the Re- 
palation of the publick. Afﬀairs, and to the correQing ſuch 
Faults as he found in the Laws and Government; in all 
which he ſhew'd ſo great a Reſpect to the Senate, that 
be remitted many Cauſes to them to judge ſovereignly, 
amd without Appeal; ſo that the People liv'd under his 
Government as in a free City. He was fully ſatisfy'd 
hat the Safety of a State depended upon a wiſe and ho- 
teſt Council; therefore he never undertook any Matter 
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of Importance, without conſulting the ableſt Perſons he 
could find ; and being free from that falſe Ambition of 
drawing others over to his Opinion, he gladly ſubmitted 
to theirs, and often declar'd, That it was much more rea- 
ſonable for him to follow the Advice of ſo many wiſe Friends, 
than for them to follow his, And that he might remove 
that fatal Prejudice of eſteeming it a mean and ſervile 
Thing for a Man to recede from his Opinion, he taught 
this important Maxim, That Man is no leſs free who ſub- 
mits to the Opinion of others, than ke who continues obſti- 
nate to his own; ſuch a Change being often the Perfection 
of Wiſdom and Judgment. As he was ready to hearken 
to the Counſels of others, ſo he was no leſs careful in 
their Execution, often declaring, That an Emperor ſhould 
never ad careleſiy, or in Haſte; wherefore he examin'd 
the meaneſt Affairs with the utmoſt Exactneſs, being pet- 
ſuaded of this Truth, That Fuſtice being throughout entire, 
there is nothing that concerns it but what is great. Upon 
which Account alſo he extended his Care to all Orders of 
Men, and no Perſon of any Condition whatſoever, ap- 
pear'd to him unworthy of his Regard; but the Poor had 
never Recourſe to him in vain, and he took ſuch Pleaſure 
in relieving them, that he look'd upon it as one of the 

reateſt Happineſſes of his Life, that he never wanted 

eans to perform it. In all Matters he was a religious 
Obſerver of his Word ; and that he might never hearken to 
the Reaſons of thoſe falſe Politicians who maintain, That 
© a Wiſe and able Prince is not oblig'd to keep his Word, 
© when it interferes with his Intereſt, he eſtabliſh'd this 
memorable Inſtruction; Beware leſt yon eſteem that 2 
as wr = 0 which will one Day conſtrain you to brea 
your Mord. So much Wiſdom and Juſtice in a Prince 
could not fail of a proportionable Degree of Religion, in 
which he follow'd the Dogmata of the Stocks, which, as 
St. Ferom obſerves, in many Things come neareſt the 
Chriſtian Doctrines. But as there is a wide Difference 
between Chriſtianity and Philoſaphy, fo this Emperor was 
zealous of the Pagan Rites to the higheſt Degree of Su- 
petrſtition; having been educated from his - Youth in the 
Salian College, and gone through all the Offices in his 
own Perſon ; imitating alſo Nama Pompilins, the chief 
Inſtitutor of religious Ceremonies among the Romans, from 
whom he deriv'd his Original: And he was ſo ſtrict in 
his Way of Religion, that upon the Dies Nefafts, the in- 
auſpicious Days, when all publick Sacrifices were — 
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bited, he then offer'd Sacrifices privately at Home; and he 
was the firſt that built a Temple to the Goddels prefiding 
over Good-Turns, which perhaps was the only Virtue that 
the Romans did not then adore, Nor was this Emperor, 
in the midſt of all his noble Excellencies, free from ſeve- 
ral Failures in Morality; being accus'd of too much Af- 
ſectation and Reſerv'dneſs, as well as Arrogance and Diſ- 
ſimulation; and notwithſtanding his Sz9:c# Principles, he is 
blam'd both for Incontinency, and for an unreaſonable Par- 
tiality to his own Family, and Relations. 

The two Emperors Antoninus and Verus began their 
Reign with great Happineſs and Proſperity; and the firſt 
Year was ſignaliz'd, or rather fally'd with the Birth of 
Commodus, the Impoſture of Alexander, and the Perſecu- 
tion of the Chriſtians, Commodus, afterwards Emperor, 
was the Son of Antoninus, and born on the 31ſt Day of 
Auguſt; but by Reaſon of his monſtrous Life, and his 
Mother Fauſtina's immodeſt Practices, ſome Authors be- 
liev'd him to have been a ſpurious Iſſue, and begotten by 
a Gladiator. About the ſame Time the Impoſtor Alexan- 
der became celebrated in Paphlagonia; of whom we have 
a particular Account from Lucian, that witty Scoffer 
both of Chriſtianity and Paganiſm, who flouriſh'd in this 
Reign. Alexander was a Perſon of a quick Wit, a 
fine Preſence, and an extraordinary Talent of Perſuaſion, 
who having learnt from his Maſter, a Mountebank, a Se- 
cret to make Perſons love, hate, Sc. aſſociated himſelt 
i with one Cocconas of Byzantium, an expert Artiſt in Phy- 

ſick. Theſe two, after they had deluded great Numbers 
4 of credulous People, refolv'd to ſet up an Oracle among 
oo he Papblagonians, whom they knew to be dull and ſuper- 
- ſtitious ; for which End they had two Plates of Braſs in a 
Temple of Apoll, with an lnſeription ſignifying that 
Eſculapius and his Father would ſoon ſettle there, Cocco- 
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— as dy'd in a ſhort Time, and then Alexander began to 
j deliver his Oracles; and the better to delude the People, 
u- be bred up two large Serpents, ſo tame, that they would 


de ſack Women, and play with Children without hurt; and 
bis J Paving finiſh'd this Project, he ſecretly convey'd a Gooſe's 
jer Eggs with an inclos'd young Serpent, into the Foundation of 
m dhe Temple then building, proclaiming in the Market Place, 
That the Town was bappy in the Birth of a God, and breaking 
the myſterious Egg, hedeclar'd, That he had found Eſculapi- 
hi. us. Shortly after he ſhew'd one of his great Serpents 
es, doleing its Head under his Army 10 the Attonitument of 
2 the 
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the Spectators, who imagin'd it the ſame that they had lately 
ſeen ſo ſmall; then he declar'd that this God would return 
Anſwers at certain Times, and deſit'd that Queſtions 
might be ſent ſeal'd; which he receiv'd, ſhut up in his 
SanQuary, and deliver'd back _ ſeal'd as he found them, 
after he had cunningly open'd them with a hot Needle, 


without Damage to the Impreſſion. The Anſwers he gave 


A.D. 


162. 
An. Ph. 


1 


2. 
Eu eb. 
Faſtin, 


were all dark and myſtical, except ſuch as related to Phy- 


ſick, wherein he was well skill'd; by which he obtain'd 
vaſt Sums of Mony, and kept ſeveral Officers under him, 
By his cunning Artifices he deluded the People into a 
fe&t Adoration of him; and his Fame ſpreading in all 
arts, he had afterwards Acceſs to the Emperor Antoni- 
aus, As to the Perſecution of the Chriſtians, which be- 
gan in the firſt Year of this Reign, ſome have plac'd it 
in this Year 61; but upon a full Conſideration, we have 
plac'd it in the following Year, about 62 Years after the 
Beginning of the third General Perſecution under the Em- 
peror Trajan. 


CHAP. III. 


From the Beginning of the fourth General 
Perſecution of the Church, to the middle if 


the fifth General Perſecution, under the 
Emperor Severus, and the Concluſion of 
the ſecond Century. 


Containing the Space of about 33 Tears. 
The FouktTy GENERAL PERSECUTION. 


I T: O' Antoninus always preſerv'd the Reputation 


of a molt mild and equitable Prince, yet under 

his excellent Government a ſevere Perſecution 

was rais'd againſt the Chriſtians, which at different Places, 
with ſeveral Intermiffions, and different Degrees of Seve- 
rity, continu'd the greateſt Part ot his Reign; and this is 
call'd by moſt Writers, The fourth General Perſecution, 
only ſome few, who place the fourth Perſecution under 
Adrian, 
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Adrian, call this the fifth. Autoninus himſelf has been much 
excus'd as to this Perſecution; Tertullian aſſures us that 
he made no Laws againſt the Chri/tians, and Lactantius 
names him not among the Perſecutors; and his ſhining 
Virtues would naturally lead us to believe him no Ways 
concern'd in it. Yet if we conſider this Prince's Favours 
to the Philoſophers, thoſe profe(s'd Oppoſers of Chriſtia- 
nity, his ſuperſtitious Zeal for Paganiſm, and his calling 
in his Writings the Sufferings of the Chriſtians, meer Ob- 
ſtiuacy; we need not wonder if he countenanc'd their 
Fnemies, took off the Reſtraints laid by his Predeceſlor's 
Decree, and encourag'd them to put the ancient Laws in 
Execution; which prohibited all Religions not approv'd 
of by the Senate, The Philoſophers of Ryme, amon 

whom was Creſceus the Cynick, were much — . 
and had not liv'd up to their own Rules and Maxims, but 
were Guilty of many notorious Vices : Theſe findin 

their Lives and Converſations expos'd, and even their def 
Morals clearly out ſhone by the Chriſtians, us'd all Me- 
thods of Severity and Revenge, loaded them with all poſſi- 
ble Calumnies, and by Infinuations with the Emperors and 
the People, rais'd a new Perſecution againſt them in the 
very firſt Year of the Reign. In this no Endeavours were 
omitted to cauſe the Chr:tians to loſe their Reputations, 
as well as their Lives; they caus'd their Slaves and De- 
pendents to be tortur'd, in order to make them aceuſe 
them of ſecret Crimes and Enormities, and that in their 
religions Offices; and the innocent Chriſtians were for- 
didden to juſtifie themſelves, and the World to read their 
Apologies; ſo that many ſufter'd by Means of inſupera- 
ble Prejudices, This Perſecution did not rage ſo much in 
the Beginning, as afterwards, which occalion'd ſome to 
place it four or five Years after: And we find not the 
particular Names of any Martyrs in the firſt Year, beſides a 
Woman call'd Glycerie, who is ſaid to have ſuffer'd at He- 
raclia in Thrace, under the Governor Sabinus, on the 13th 


Day of May. 


God being highly diſpleas'd with the Infidelity of the cane. 
Romans, this Perſecution was attended with many de- Dien. 


plorable Diſaſters; particularly the River Tiber, by an In- 
undation overwhelm'd a contiderable Part of Nome, bore 
Jong with it a Multitude of People and Cattle, ruin'd all 
the Country, and caus'd an extream Famine, This was 
ſeconded by Earthquakes, burning of Cities, and a gene- 
nl InfeQion of the Air, which immediately produc'd an 
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infinite Number of InſeQs, which waſted all that the 
Floods had ſpared. At the ſame Time the whole World 
reſounded with the Noiſe of Wars, which almoſt at once 
broke out from every Quarter; the Parthians, under the 
Conduct of their King Volageſus, ſurpriz'd the Roman Le- 
gions in Armenia, and cut them in Pieces; the Catti iuvaded 
Germany and &hetzia, deſttoying all with Fire and Sword; 
and the Britains began to make dangerous Revolts. The 
Parthian War being of the greateſt Importance, one of the 
Emperors was judg'd molt proper for the Enterprize, and Ve- 
rus himſelf undertook the Expedition, being accompany'd 
part of his Way by Antoninus, who then left many wile and 
great Men to attend him, with a Deſign either of ſecuring 
himſelf of his Conduct, or of laying a Reſtraint upon his 


A. D. Vices, which began too openly to appear. During his 
163. Abtence, Antoninus, having quieted the other Parts of the 


Empire, apply'd himſelf to many Regulations, and took 
particular Care in his Choice of wile Governors and Ma- 
giſtrates, being perſuaded, That one of the greateſt Errors 
in Government was to put the Migiſtracy into the 
Hands of unfit Perſons; and therefore leſt he ſhonld fall 
into this Misfortune, he with great Ealineſs and Freedom, 
retus'd whatſoever was unzuſtly requeſted of him. He al- 
ways gave Perſons Encouragement anſwerable to their 
Merits, and plac'd them in Stations molt ſuitable to their 
Capacities; being wont to ſay, That tho" it was not in 4 


Prince's Power to make his Subjects as he deſir d, yet he | 


might always make ꝝſe of their Service, by employing them 
in ſuch Things as they unelerſtond. His excellent Admini- 
ſtration ſo much gain'd the Hearts of the Romans, that 
they offer'd him many peculiar Honours; but he wou'd 
not accept of any lofty Titles, nor permit Temples to be 
erected to him; being convinc'd, That Virtue alone made 
Princes equal to Gods, not the Applauſes of the People; 
and that a King who rul'd juſtly, had all the World for 
his Temple, and all good Men for his Priefts and Mini— 
ſters, While Autoniuus was worthily employ'd at Home, 
his Collegue Verus Abroad purſu'd his Pleaſures, much 
more than the War he was carrying on; wherefore Ant 
niuus, being made ſenſible of his Enormities, judg'd Mar- 


A. D. riage the moſt probable Means of retrieving him; and 
164. without Delay ſent his own Daughter Lucilla into ria, 
An. Fh. and bore her Company as far as Brunduſium. Vers be. 


nieving Antoninus was coming with his Daughter, and 
fearing his Diſorders ſhou'd be known to him, went to 1t- 
ceive 
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Woman brave and reſolute, began with her Children: Ja- 
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ceive him at Epheſus, from whence he return'd ſhortly after p 
his _ at Antioch with his new , Whoſe looſe BY 4 
Life and Converſation prov'd agreeable to her Husband's, —+—/ | 
and to the Example her Mother Fauſtiua had given her. 
The ſame Year was noted for the Martyrdom of a ce- 44 M 
lebrated Chriſtian of Rome call'd Felicitas, with her ſeven 
Sons, Fanuarius, Felix, Philip, Silvanns, Alexander, Vita- 
lis, and Martial, The Pagan Prieſts repreſented to the 
Emperor, that it was necellary to appeaſe the Gods by 
making a Sacrifice of Felicitas, as we are inform'd by the 
Acts of her Martyrdom. Antoninus remitted this Affair 
to Publius, Prefect of the City, who finding this holy 


nuarius the eldeſt, after he was ſcourg'd with Rods, was 
preſs'd to Death with Jeaden Weights; Felix and Philip 
had their Brains beaten out with Bato@ns; Silv, was 
caſt down headlong, and had his Neck broken; Alexander, 
Vitalis, and Martial were beheaded; and laſtly, the Mo- 
ther of them ſuffer'd with the ſame Sword. Beſides theſe, 
we have an Account of the Martyrdom of Concordas, a- 
bout the ſame Time, a Presbyter of the City Spoleto, who 
not only refus'd to ſacrifice to Jupiter, but alſo ſpit on 
the Face of the Idol; for which he was firſt put to ſeveral 
Torments, and afterwards beheaded. Theſe violent and A. D. 
unjuſt Proceedings did not at all diſcourage the great J- 165. 
ſin, who retarning to Rome, ſtood up couragiouſly for An. Ph. 
the Faith, and among others had frequent Conteſts with . 
Creſcens the noted Cynick Philoſopher, who was uot only 5: 
proud and ill-natur'd, but a notorious Slave to all Vice 
and Wickedneſs. Tatian, then at Rome, gives him the Cha- 
tacter of a Traducer of all their Gods, the Epitume of 
Superſtition, the Accuſer of Heroick Actions, the Con- 
triver of Murthers, the Prompter of Adultery, a Purſuer 
of Wealth even to Madneſs, who tho he pretended to de- 
ſpiſe Death, yet did moſt dread it, and to which, as the 
Faces Evil, he ſonght to betray both Jaſtia and Tatian, 
or their freely reproving the vicious Lives of thoſe philo- 
ſophical Impoſtors. This Man, an exceſſive Lover of po- 
pular Applauſe, by all the baſe Arts of lafinuation endea- 
vour'd to traduce the Chriſtiant, and to repreſent their Re- 
ligion under the moſt infamous Charatter. But in all his 
Diſputes Faſtin found him wretchedly iguorant of Chri- 
ſtianity, and ſtrongly biats'd by Malice, which he offer'd 
to make good in a publick Diſputation before the Empe- 
ror and Senate; aſſuring them, That either he had never 
| 64 ten. 
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con ſider d the Chriſtian Doctrines, and then he was worſe 
than the meaneſt Ideots, who never prouounc d Sentence in 
Matters unknown to them; or if he had, it was manifeſt, 
That either he had no Knowledge of them, or out of a baſe 
Compliance with his Auditors, A enabled it for fear of being 
accounted a Chriſtian, and incurring the Fate of Socrates, 
whoſe excellent Principle was, No Man war to be regarded 
© before the Truth. This free and impartial Cenſure did 
extreamly exaſperate Creſcens, who not long after found 
Means to bring about his Ruin. 

Cavitel. - In the mean time, the Lieutenants of Verut ſucceſs- 

Dun. fully carry'd on the War againſt the Parthians, put Volr- 
geſus to Flight, took Artaxata and Seleucia, burnt and plun- 
der'd the famous Cities Babylon and Cteſiphon, and demo- 
liſh'd the magnificent Palace of the Parthians. Theſe 
Wars. continu'd four Years with great Variety, and much 
Bloodſhed, *till the Valour of the Romans prevail'd, ſo as 
to become entirely victorious. But theſe Troops who had 
gain'd ſuch noble Victories, and defeated Armies of 400000 
— in their Return were oblig'd to encounter Sickneſs 
and Famine, which deſtroy'd more than half their Num- 
bers. However this was no Impediment to the Glory of 

Vierus, who readily aſſum'd the lofty Titles of Parthicut, and 
Armenicus, as if he had juſtly acquir'd them in the midſt of 
his Debaucheties; and upon his Return to Rome, partook 

A. D. of the Honour of a ſolemn Triumph with Antoninus. His 
166. Return was thought fatal to the Empire, for he carry'd the 
An. Ph. Plague into all the Provinces through which he paſs'd, and 
— caus'd the Infection to ſpread throughout all Tal, and the 

6. Roman Empire, to the Deſtruction of infinite Numbers of 
all Ranks and Qualities. We are told that this dreadful 
Peſtilence began at the taking of Babylon, or rather Selea- 
oia, where the Soldiers pillaging the Temple of Apollo, in 

a Place under Graund found a little Cotter, which upon 
their opening of it, caſt forth a horrible infectious Air, 
which ſpread it ſelf, and carry'd Mortality through moſt 
Parts of the World; a Story much aſſerted by the Zealots 
for Paganiſm, and the falſe Deities, This Plague was fol- 

- Jow'diby many other Calamities, as Earthquakes, Famines, 
Inundations, and Caterpillars, in Italy, and other Provin- 
ces; all which. had ſuch deplorable Es, that it is gene- 
rally acknowledy'd, that if the extraordinary Vigilance and 
Wiſdom of Antoninus had not been a Means for prevent- 
ipg it, the Romam Empire had been then torn aſunder 0 
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the barbarous Nations, who taking Advantage from theſe 
Miſeries, made Invaſions and Irruptions even into Haly it 
ſelf, 


II. The Miſeries and Calamities then befalling the Ro- 
man Empire, have by many Writers been look'd upon as 
ſupernatural Judgments for the Perſecution of the Griſti- 
ans, Which in this Year grew hotter than ever before in 
this Reign, which has occalion'd ſeveral to date its Begin- 


ning from this Time. It appear'd moſt violent at Smyrna AE. Pol. 


in Aſia, from which Church we have an excellent Letter, 
giving a lively Account of the Martyrdom of ſeveral, but 
eſpecially of the renowned Polycarp Biſhop of the Place. 
This Epiſtle, which was written ſhortly after, tells us, 
That all Men were ſurpriz'd at that Greatneſs of Mind, 
that admirable Patience, and that Love to Jeſus Chriſt 
which appear'd in the Martyrs; who when their Bodies 
were ſo torn with Scourges that their inmoſt Veins and 
Arteries were laid open, endut'd all without a Sigh or a 
Groan, a plain Evidence that their dear Maſter ſtood by 
and ſupported them. Thoſe who were condemn'd to the 
wild Beaſts, being kept long in Priſon, ſuſtain'd many 
cruel Torments; being oblig'd to lye upon ſharp Spikes 
plac'd under their Bodies, and tormented divers Ways ; 
that if it were poſſible, the Tyrant by the Length of their 
dufferings, might have brought them to deny Chriſt. Theſe 
perſever'd to the laſt, and in the Preſence of the wild 
Beaſts; for the brave Germanicus ſtrengthned thoſe who 
fear'd, by his Patience, and fought gloriouſly with the 
Beaſts, And when the Proconſul wou'd have perſuaded 
him to ſpare himſelf, in Conſideration of his Youth, he pull'd 
the wild Beaſt to him, and provok'd him, longing to be 
ſoon deliver'd from a wicked and unjuſt World. Upon 
which the whole Multitude of Spectators admiring at the 
Invincible Courage of the pious Race of aut ors cry'd 
out, Deſtroy the Impious; Let Polycarp be ſought for | There 
following a great Tumult upon theſe Clamours, Quintus 
the Phrygian, ſeeing the wild Beaſts, and other deſign'd 
Tortures, became difoirited, and at length gave way to a Deſire 
of ſaving his Life. This — with ſome others, as 
the Epiſtle obſerves, had raſhly of their own accord put 
themſelves upon the Trial; but being apprehended, gave 
all Men a ſignal Example, that none ought to precipitate 
themſelves into ſuch Dangers without good Warrant from 


the Goſpel. 
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The great Polycarp hearing he was ſought for, was no 
ways diſturb'd, but refoly'd to ſtand the Shock; *till his 
Friends knowing his fingular Benefit to the Church, pre- 
vall'd with him to withdraw into a neighbouring Village, 
where with a few, Companions he continu'd Day and 
Night in Prayer, interceaing with Heaven for the Peace 
— Tranquility of all the Churches in the World, accord- 
ing to his uſual and pious Cuſtom. Three Days before 
his Apprehenſion being at Prayers, he fell into à Trance, 
and thought he ſaw his Pillow under his Head all on 
Fire; which he told his Friends was a prophetick Preſage, 
That he ſhon d be burnt alive for the Cauſe of Chriſt, In 
the mean Time, being narrowly ſought for, he retir'd to 
another Village, whither his Enemies follow'd him, and 
ſeizing upon two young Men, they forc'd one by Tor 
ments to confeſs the Place of his Retreat. Polycarp was 
laid upon a Bed in an upper Room, and tho' upon ſuffi 
cient Notice of their coming he cou'd eaſily have eſcap'd 
to another Place, yet he refus'd, ſaying, The Will of the 
Lord be done. Underſtanding his Perſecutors were there, 
he came down and "ſaluted them with a very chearful 
Countenance; inſomuch that thoſe that knew him not be- 
Fore, admir'd to behold a Perſon ſo truly venerable, of ſo 
great Age, and ſo compos'd a Preſence, and that there 
needed ſuch Diligence to apprehend une old Man. He, no- 
thing concern'd, order'd a Table to be ſpread, furniſh'd it 
with Provifions, and invited them to eat, and only requelt fro 


£4 


ed for himſelf that he might have one Hour for Prayer. 0 
Which being granted, he betook himſelf to his Devotions, “ 
and being repleuiſh'd with divine Grace, continu'd prayiig 2 


two Hours together, earneſtly recommending to God tte 
Caſe of all his Friends and Acquaintance, ſmall and great, ſoo 
noble and ignoble, and the State of the Catholick Church!“ 
throughout the whole World, to the Admiration of all 


that heard him; ſo that many of the Soldiers begon to te.,“ 
pent that they were come out agaiult ſo holy and divine at 105 
old Man. His Prayer being ended, they ſat him upon an AG; y 
and 'condugted him towards the City; being upon thi 
Road he was met by Herad the Irenarch, and his Fatbeff 
Niceſſes, who took him into their Chariot, and by plauli 15 , 
ſible Inſinuations ſought to undermine his Conſtancy, a angh 
ing him, I bat ill there was in callug the Emperor DV 7 to 
MINUS, and ſacrificing, by which be might eſcape Pi * by 
wiſhment? Polycarp at 4 returning no Anſwer, and “ 


laſt refuſing to comply, they turn'd their ſeeming Kindne 
. int 
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into Scorn and Reproaches, and thruſt him out of the 
Chariot with ſo much Violence, that his Thigh was bruis'd 
with the Fall. Whereat nothing daunted, as if he had re- 
ceiv'd nd Hurt, he cheartully haſtned to the Place of his 
Execution under the Conduct of his Guard; and being ar- 
rived there, after a confus'd Noiſe and Tumult among the 
Multitude, a Voice from Heaven was heard by many, bur 
none ſeen who deliver'd theſe Words, Be couragious, Po- 
lycarp, and quit thy ſelf like a Man! Which could nat but 
remind him of that glorious Promiſe made to him by Fe- 
ſu Chriſt about 70 Years before, Rev. 2 10. Be thou faithful 


} 
| 
uu Death, and I will give thee a Crown of Life, 
g Polycarp being brought before the publick Tribunal, a 
N great Shout was made, all rejoicing chat he was appre- 
dended. The Proconſul, whole Name was Statins Oua- 
7 dratus, demanded of him, Mhether he was Polycarp? which 
. Lein confels'd, he began to perſuade him to recant; K- 
43. ſaid he, % great Age, [wear by the Genius of Calar, 
„ent, and /ay with us, * Take away the Impious; the u- 
an Terms and Propofals made to oblige Chriſtians to de- 
8 their Faith, The holy Man looking about the Sadium, 
5 and beholding the Gextile Multitudes, with a ſevere Coun- 
oenance wav'd his Hand to them, look'd up to Heaven, 
„und with a Groan cry'd, Tale away the Impions. The 
. oconſul ſtil] perſuaded him to fear, and to blaſpheme 
, promiling to releaſe him; which Motion drew 
om 1 this generous Confeſſion, Foxrſcore and fix 
er lears I have ſerv'd him, and be never did me any Injury; 


bow then ſhall I now blaſpheme my King and my Saviour? And 
when the Proconſul {tijl urg'd him to ſwear by Ceſar*s 
wel i, he reply'd, Since you "Mg vainly ambitiuus that I 
5 hon d ſwear by the Emperor's Genius, as you call it, as if 
J's knew not who I am, hear my Confeſſion, * I am à Chti- 
han: ¶ yon deſire à farther Acconnt of that Keligion, ap- 
joint a Day, and you ſhall bear it, The Procountul advi- 
bug him to perſuade the People, he anſwer'd, To you F 
bY to atidreſs my Diſcourſe ; for we are commanded to give 
to Princes, and the Powers ordain'd of God, all due Ho- 
war, and ſuch asis not prejudicial to our Profeſſion : As for 
tbe People, I think them not competent Judges, to whom 1 
ben d give an Account of my Frich, Upon this Quadratus 
tetook himſelf to ſeverer Arguments, and told him, That 
be bad wild Beaſts ready at hand to devonr him, wnleſs he 
uud turn: The other detic'd him to call for them; for be 
was not at all diſperd e turn from Good to Evil; it . 
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ſacrifice, or to worſhip the Deities! After this they deir'd 


only hononrable to turn from Vice ts Virtue, The Procon- 
ſul added, That ſince he deſpis'd the wild Beaſts, unleſs he 
repented, he wound uſe a more terrible Puniſhment to tame 
him, which was Fire. To whom Peolycarp return'd this 
Anſwer, Thou threatneſt me with à Fire that burns for an 
Hour, and then dies; but art ignorant of the Fire of the fu- 
ture Fudgment, and eternal Damnation, reſerv'd for the Un- 
godly. 5 ut why do you make Delays? Order what Puniſb. 
ment you think fir. This and much more he ſpake with 
Joy and Confidence, and a divine Grace was conſpicuous 
in his very Looks, ſe that the Proconſul himſelf was aſto- 
niſh'd, who ſent his Cryer into the middle of the Stadium, 
to proclaim three Times, Polycarp had confeſs d himſelf a 
Chriſtian! Whereupon the whole Multitude both 4 r9g 
and Gentiles in Smyrna, with a Shout cry'd out, This ir 
the great Doctor of Alia, and the Father of the Chriſtians! 
This 15 the Deſtroyer of our Gods, who teaches Men not to 


Philip the Aſiarch, that he wou'd let looſe a Lion againſt 
him; but Philip excus'd himſelf becauſe thoſe Kind of 
SpeQacles were already over, and not to be reaſſum'd the 
ſame Day. Upon which they unanimouſly demanded, 
That he might be burnt alive; a Fate which he himſelf had 
prophetically foretold ſhou'd be his Portion, 

This Propoſal was no ſooner made than executed, each 
Man ſtriving to bear a Patt in this Tragedy, with incre- 
dible Speed fetching Wood and Faggots from ſeveral 
Places, eſpecially the Fews, whoſe Malice to the Chriſtians 
was almoſt as natural to them, as for the Fire to burn, 
The Fewel being prepar'd, Polycarp unty'd his Girdle, 
laid aſide his Garments, and began to put off his Shoes; 
Offices unuſual to him, the Criſtians ambitiouſly ſtriving 
to be admitted to do them for him, and happy the Perſon 
who could firſt touch his Body : .So great a Veneration 
even in his younger Years had he obtain'd' by his admira: 
ble Life and Converſation. . The Officers having diſpos'd 
all Things for his Execution, came according to Cuſtom 
to nail him to the Stake ; which he deſit'd them to omit, 
aſſuring them, That He who gave him Strength to endurt 
the Fire, would enable him, without Nailing, to ſtand im. 
moveable in the hotteſt Flames, Upon which they only 
ty'd him, after which ſtanding with his Hands behind hin 
like a Sheep deſign'd for Slaughter, and a grateful Sacti 
fice to the Almighty, he pour'd out this following Praye!, 
Lord God Almighty, the Father of thy well-beloved an 


cer 


ver- bleſſed Son ar Chriſt, by whom we have receiv'd the 
Knnwledge of Thee ; the God of Angels, Powers, and of eve- 
ry Creature, aud eſpecially of the whole Race of juſt Men 
who live in thy Preſence! I bleſs thy holy Name that thox 
haſt vouchfaf*'d to bring me to this Day, and to this Hour, 
that I may receive a Portion among thy bleſſed Martyrs, 
and drink of thy Son's Cup, for the Reſurrection to eternal 
Life, both of Soul and Body, in the Incorruption of the Holy 
Spirit, Into which Number grant I may be receiv'd this 
ay, 4s 4 fair and acceptable Sacrifice ; as thou, the only 
true and faithful God, haſt prepar'd, foreſhewn, and now 
acompliſb d. For this, and for all other Benefits, I praiſe 
thee, I bleſs thee, 1 glorifie thee, through the eternal High- 
Prieſt, thy beloved Son Jeſus Chriſt; with whom to thee and 
the Holy Ghoſt, be Glory both now and for ever, Amen. 
Which laſt Word being pronounc'd with an audible Voice, 
the Miniſters of Execution blew up the Fire, which en- 
creaſing to a mighty Flame, behold a Miracle, ſeen by 
thoſe who wrote this Account, the Flames diſpoſing them- 
ſelves into the Shape of an Arch, like the Sails of a Ship 
ſwell'd with the Wind, gently encircling the Body of the 
Martyr, who ſtood in the midſt, not like ſcorched Fleſh, 
but like Gold or Silver purify'd in the Furnace; his Body 
ſending forth a delightful Fragrancy, like Frankincenſe, 
r ſome other coſtly Spices, At length, when thoſe im- 
ious Wretches ſaw that his Body could not be conſum'd 
with Fire, they commanded the Executioner to ſtab him 
with his Sword; which being done, there came forth ſo 
eat a Quantity of Blood, as extinguiſh'd the Fire; which 
ile, d an Admiration in all the People, to conſider what a 
Ufference there was between the Infidels and the Elect. 
ing de Cbriſtians were deſirous to have given his Body an 
ſon Wonourable Burial, but were prevented by ſome, eſpecial- 
Jeu, who prompted Nicetes to adviſe the Proconſul 
ot to beſtow his Body upon them, leſt leaving their cru- 
d Mafter, they ſhould henceforth worſhip Polycarp. 
Whereupon his Body was order'd to be burnt in the Pile; 
Krertheleſs the Chriſtians gather'd up his Bones, as a choice 
aur: d ineſtimable Treaſure, and decently interr'd them. In 
ch Place they reſolv'd, if poſſible, to meet annually, 
id celebrate the Birth-Day of his Martyrdom; both to 
nour the Memory of the Departed, and to encourage 
ters to give the like Teſtimony to the Faith: Both which 
onfideratious gave Birth to the folemn Anniverſary Com- 
kmorations of the Martyrs, generally obſerv'd in the 
Primitive 
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Primitive Church. Thus dy'd this Apoſtolical Man, Dj. 
ſciple of St. Fohn, in an extream old Age, after he had 
been Biſhop of Smyrna above 70 Years, and as ſome think, 
86. Biſhop Pearſon and ſome Others, have ſeveral re- 
markable Arguments to prove that his Martyrdom hap. 
ned under Antoninus Pius, in the Year 147; but Mon, 
Tillemont ſeems to us to have fully anſwer'd them, and 
to have prov'd, that it hapned in this Year 166, and on 
Saturday the 23d of February. 

To return from Smyrna to Rome, at the ſame time the 
Perſecution grew hot in that City; inſomuch that the 
Champion Jaſtin found it neceffary to write a Second 
Apology for the Chriſtiaxs, it being about 16 Years after 
the Wiitng his Firſt, and directed to the Emperor Ante 
minus and the Senate of Rome; tho* ſome by Miltake 
think it written in the laſt Reign, and ditected to Antoni. 
uns Pins. The Occafion of it was this. A Woman at 
Rome had together with her Husband liv'd in all manner 
of Wantonneſs and Debauchery, but being at length con. 
verted to Chriſtianity, ſhe ſought by all Arguments and 
Perſuaſions to reclaim him from this looſe and vicious 
Courſe, But tho' the Man continu'd obſtinate and deif 
to all Reaſon; yet by the Advice of her Friends, ſhe (till 
remain'd with him, hoping that Time might reduce him; 
'till finding him grow inſupportable, ſhe procur'd x 
Divorcement from him, The Man was fo far from be 
ing cared, that he was more enrag'd by his Wife's De- 
parture, and accus'd her to the Emperor for being a C 

ian; ſhe alſo put in her Petition, to obtain leave to an- Ls 
ſwer for her ſelf, Whereupon he left the Proſecution of 
his Wife, and turn'd his Anger againſt one Prolemens, 
by whom ſhe had been converted to Chri/tianiry, whom 
he procur'd to be caſt into Priſon, and there a long time 
tortur'd, meerly upon his confeſſing himſelf a Chriſtiu 
At length, being brought before Urbicns Prefect of the 
City, he was condemn'd to Death: Whereat Lucius, 
Chriſtian that ſtood by, could not withhold from repre 
fenting to the Judge, That it was very unjuſt, that an it 
ment and virttns Man, charg*d' with nb os, 
adjndg'd to dye metrly for beartng the Name of a Chriſtian 
4 Proceeding no ways reputable to the Government of ju 
Emperors as they bad, and of the anguſt Senate of Rome 
Which he had 10 ſooner ſaid, but he was together with 
third Perſon ſentenc'd' to the ſame Fate; Lucia thankinl 
him, For delivering him from wicked Governors on mm 2 
endri 
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ſending bim to the Governor of Heaven, The Severity of 
3 Proceedin s awak'd Juſtin's Solicitude and Care for 
the reſt of his Brethren, and he immediately drew up an 
Apology for them: * Wherein he laid down a true and 
clear Narration of the Caſe, complaining of the [nju- 
i ftice and Cruelty of ſuch Procedures, to puniſh Per- 
© ſons meerly for the Name of Chriſtians, without ever 
accuſing them of any material Crimes; anſwering the 
© ObjeQions uſually urg'd againſt them, and deſiting no 
© more Favour, than that what Determination ſuever they 
© ſhou'd make of it, his Apology might be put before it; 
© that ſo the whole World might 8 of them, when 
| they had been once truly acquainted with their Caſe, 
This Apology was written in the Year 166, in which 
Vear, Celadion Biſhop of Alexandria dy d, after he had 
held this Dignity in great Reputation about 1g Years; 
and was ſucceeded by Agrippinuts, who continu'd in the 
dee about 12 Years, being the ninth Biſhop of Alexandria, 
after the Evangeliſt St. Mark, 

This Year proving exceeding terrible to the Romans, Copiret. 
the Einperor Antoninus, to put a Stop to all the threatning . 
Miſeries and Calamities, inſtead of regarding F=/tin's A- 
pology, made uſe of all Kinds of Paganiſh Methods, 
which-he purſu'd with infinite Zeal and ſtition, He 
ſent for Prieſts from all Parts to diſpatch the innumera- 
ble Company of Sacrifices, vow'd and offer'd upon this 
Occaſion ; celebrated all the Sacred Foreign Rites that 
ever, were known in Rome; purg'd the City all manner of 
Ways but the right; and exhibited the Solemnities call'd 
L:&i; Terma ſeven Days together. So many Victims were 
lain upon this account, that ſome Men ſatytically ob- 
lerv'd, That if the Emperor return'd Vidtorious, he ton d 

d ns Oxen left in all his Empire, Having perform'd all 
Cetemonies, Antoninus march'd againſt the Maurcomanni 
nd Quadi, taking FVerus along with him; who had rather 
have laid at Rome, to continue his Debaucheries, which 
Antoninus endeavour'd to prevent, The two Emperors A. D. 
wok the Way of Aquileia, where they advanc'd towards 167. 
de Marcomannt, beat them out of their Trenches, and An. Ph. 
Made a great Ranger of them. Victoriaus, Captain of 5 
de Guards, was ſlain in the Battel, with a great Num- 7- 
der of his beſt Troops; but this did not hinder the two 
unperors from purſuing their Advantage, prefling ſo for- 
bly upon the Enemy, that at laſt they broke through 
er Army; which occation'd the greateſt Part * _ 
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Allies to flay the Authors of the Revolt, draw off their 
Forces, and deſire a Truce, After which the Emperors 
again purſu'd the Enemy, overcame them in ſeveral Con- 
teſts, defeated them entirely, and return'd into Italy with- 

out any confiderable Loſs,  _, 
AE. And now the time was come, that the great Juſtin, 
D. who had ſo bravely defended the Chriſtian Religion, 
ſhould ſeal it with his own Blood; the Account of which 
we have from the Acts of his Martyrdom ; which are be- 
liev'd to be very ancient and authentick, tho* not ſo cer- 
rain as thoſe of St. Polycarp. They inform us, That J. 
ſtin and ſix of his Companions having been apprehended, 
were brought before Rxſticus, Prefect of the City, who 
was a great Philoſopher, and Tutor to the preſent Empe- 
ror Antoninus; who ſeeing Faſtin, perſuaded him To obey 
z#he Gods, and comply with the — Edict. The 
pious Martyr told him, That no Man cou'd be juſtly con- 
demn'd that obey'd the Commands of Jeſus Chrit? and 
when the Governor ask'd him, I» what kind of Learn- 
. and Diſcipline he had been educated; he anſwer'd, 
at he had endedvonr'd to underſtand all Kinds of Diſci- 
Pline, and all Methods of Learning, but had finally acqui- 
eſc'd in the Chriſtian Diſcipline, notwithſtauding its ſmall ¶ Pre 
Eſteem among prejudic'd Perſons. Wretch that thou art, 
ſaid the Governor, art thou then captivated with that Di- Wc: 
ſeipline ? I am, reply'd the Martyr; # with ſound Doctrine Wo! 
do I follow the Chriſtians. And when ask'd what that Do- 
Qrine was; he anſwer'd, The true Doctrine which we Chri- 
ſtians do profeſs, is this, We believe the one only God to be the 
Creator of all things viſible and inviſible, and our Lord je- 
ſus Chriſt zo be the Son of God, foretold by the ancient Pro- 
phets, and who ſhall come to be Fudge of all Mankind; 4 
Faviour, Preacher, and Maſter to all thoſe duly inſtructed by 
him: That as for himſelf, he was too mean and unable to ſay 
Thing becoming his infinite Deity ; that this was the Bu 
fineſs of the Prophets, who had many Ages foretold the com 
ing of the Son of God into the World. The Prefect neit 
enquir'd, I here the Chriſtians were wont to aſſemble; and 
being told, That the God of the Chriſtians was not conſin d 
to a particular Place, he ask'd in what Place Juſtin uſu- 
ally inſtructed his Diſciples; who gave him an account of 
the Place where he dwelt, acknowledging, That he Preach 
ed the Chriſtian Doctrine to all that reſorted to him. Then 
having ſeverally examin'd his Companions, the Prefet 
thus addreſs'd himſelf to Faſtin; Hear, thou who art "7 


— — — — — = 
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thy Eloquence, and who thinkeſt thy ſelf in the right; 
7 2555 thee to be ſcourg'd from Hed Foot, doſt —_ 
think to obtain Heaven? He anſwer'd, T he ſhould ſuf- 
tr what he had threatned, yet he hop'd to enjoy the Portion 
of all true Chriſtians ; well knowing, that the Divine Fa- 
wour was laid up for all ſuch, and ſhould be, as long as the 
World endur d. And when agaiti ask'd, Whether he ex- 
| pecked that Reward; he reply, „ That he did not only ex- 
, but be fo certainly knew it, that there was no Room 
for Doubt. Upon this, the Governor without farther ar- 
puing, commanded them to go all together, and Sacrifice 
t0 the Gods, The Martyr declar'd, That 0 Man in 
„ibi Mind, could deſert Truth, to embrace Error and 
Impiety ; and when threatned, That unleſs they 2 
they ſhould be tormented without Mercy; Fuftin added, They 
deſired nothing more earneſtly, than to endure Torments for 
the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt, and be ſaved; which would add to 
their Happineſs, and procure them Confidence at the dread- 
ful Tribunal of their Lord and Saviour, before which the 
whole World my To which the reſt aſſented, 
crying, Diſpatch us as you pleaſe, for we are Chriſtians, 
and cannot ſacrifice to Idols, Whereupon the Governor 
pronounc'd this Sentence; They who refuſe to ſacrifice to 
the Gods, and to obey the Imperial Edict, let them be firſt 
ſrourg*d, and then be beheaded according to the Laws, The 
holy Martyrs, rejoyc'd and bleſs'd God for this Honour 
beſtow'd upon them; and being led back to Priſon, they 
yere,accordingly ſcourg'd,and atterwards beheaded ; their 
Bodies being taken up, and decently interr'd by the Chri- 
hang. And thus dy'd the celebrated Apologiſt and Mar- 
yr Juſtin, whoſe Writings have been juſtly admir'd in 
al Ages, tho” they were not wholly free from Errors. 


jth Year o 


me; and was ſucceeded by Soter, a Campanian of Fundi, 
don of Concordius, a Perſon eminent for his ditfulive Cha- 


may to diſtant Churches; who continued in the See about zu; 

A eebt Years, and was the eleventh Biſhop of Rome, after 

(MW. Peter and St. Paul. In the ſame Year dy'd Eros Biſhop 
BT Antioch, after he had held this Dignity about 26 Years ; 


vd was ſucceeded by the famous Theophilus, a Perſon ce- 
kirated both for his Learning and Piety, who continu'd 
In this See about 13 Years, and was the fixth Biſhop of 
Inoch after the Apoſtles. This was a remarkable Sea- 
Yor, II. | ſon 
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Not long after the Death of Faſtin Martyr, in the 4. D. 
: Antoninus, Anicetus, after he had been 11 168. 
Years Biſhop of Rome, dy'd, by Martyrdom according to an. Ph. 
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fon for Learned Chriſtiau Writers; among whom Diozy- 
fius, now Biſhop of Corinth, was not the leaſt noted ; 


Ecclefraſtical Hiſtory. Book III. 


who not only took Care of his own Flock, as Euſebius 
obſerves, but alſo made the Chriſtians of other Countries 
Partakers of his divine Labours, cauſing them to profit 
every where by his Catholick Epiſtles, which he ſent to 
many Churches; of which we have only ſome Fragments 


remaining in Exſebins, which ſhew them to be as well 

A.D Hiſtorical as Inſtructive. Tatian was another eminent 

169. Writer, who continuing ſtill Orthodox, after the Death 
An. Ph. Of Faſtin Martyr, kept up the ſame School for the Bene- i » 
* fit of the Chriſtians in Rome; among whoſe Scholars K 
. don was the moſt noted. And as Tatian follow'd his Ma- o 
ſter Juſtin's Steps in oppoſing the Gentiles, he alſo wrote Ml « 
a a remarkable Treatiſe againſt them: Proving, that the W 4 


Capit ol, 
Dion, 


© Greeks learnt their Sciences from thoſe whom they 
© term'd Barbarians, and corrupted them beſides; pro- 
© ceeding to the Explication and Defence of the Chri/tian 


© Religion, the Nature of God, of the Word, of the Re. 
© ſurreQion of the Body, of the Freedom and Nature of co 
© the Soul, and of Devils, diſcovering the Snares they Gl 
© lay for Men; all the way mixing Satyrical Reflexions the 
© upon the Pagan Theology, and the corrupt Manners of M co: 
© their Gods and Philoſophers; ſhewing that the Writing WW an 
© of Moſes were more ancient than all other Hiſtories, WM bel 


and giving an admirable Deſcription of the holy Con- 
© yerſation of the Chriſtians. This Work is very full of 
profane ren written elegantly, but not elaborately, 
and well digeſted, In this Year, Monſ. T:/[emont places 
the ſecond Greek Verſion of the Old Teſtament after 
our Saviour's Birth, which was made by Symmachus, fitlt 
a Samaritan and a Few, then an Ebionite; who has taken 
great Liberty in his Tranſlation, obſerving the Senſe, and 
not keeping ſo cloſe to the Words as Aquila did 32 Yes 
before him. 0 | 
The two Emperors ſtill continu'd the Wars with th 
Barbarous Nations in the North; and Winter being fat 
advanc'd, they deſign'd to tarry at Aquileta till it was pall 
but the Plague obliged them to part from thence wit 
ſome of their Forces; in which Journey Verus was ſeit" 
with an Apoplexy near Altinum, and dy'd ſhortly after, i! 
the 38th Year of his Age, after he had reign'd almoſt nine 
Years with Antoninus. It is moſt generally thought thi 
Poiſon was the Cauſe of his Death; which ſome ati 
bute to the Empreſs Faxſtina, but the molt to ** " 
Ca 


caus'd him to be deify'd after his Death; tho' with no 
great Satisfaction, either to Senate or People. 


- he left Name to finiſh the War with the Marcoman- 
-, who joyning with the Quadi, Sarmatians, Vandals, and 


other barbarous Nations, became more formidable than — 


e erer; ſo that the Wars againſt Hannibal and the Cim- 
e %, carry'd not more Terror with them. The Emperor, 
vo ſaw his Army waſted by Peſtilence, and Loſſes ſu- 
o- fain'd in former Encounters, and the Treaſury exhauſted 
„y vaſt Expences, found himſelf ſurrounded with ſach 
c- WI Difficulties as he had never before experienc'd. He was 
of Wl conſtrain'd to remedy the firſt Misfortune, by lifting the 
e Gladiators, the Banditti of Dalmatia and Darilania, and 
ns Wi the Slaves, which had never been practis'd but in the ſe- 
of WW cond Panic Wat; and the latter, by following the Ex- 
amples of Nerva and Trajan, and _ the Moveables 
belonging to the Empire. Before the firſt Battel, the Im- 
w—_ Alexander had the Confidence to ſend ſome few 
erſes to the Emperor in the Nature of an Oracle, inti- 
mating, That if he threw two Lions into the River V. 
' fer, with Arabian Sweets for a Sacrifice, he ſhould be 
* ritorious and happy: Which Artonirus out of Superſti- 
tion obey d; but with fo little Succeſs, that he loft above 
wo00 Men in Bartel, and was purſu'd to the very Walls 
of Aquileia. But this Aﬀront fo rowz'd the Fury and 
Courage of the Romans, that in a ſhort time they repuls'd 
theſe formidable People, drove them into Pannonia, and 
o harraſs'd them with repeated Attacks and Skitmiſhes, 
that they were conlſtrain'd at length to receive ſuch Arti- 
eles as the Emperor thought fit to impoſe upon them. 
About this time, Melito that excellent Writer and Bi- 
hop of Sardis, formerly mention'd, finding the Chriſtians 
everely and unjuſtly treated, preſented an pology to the 
Emperor Antoninus, of which we have only a Fragment 
tha Euſebint: Whetein he intreated the Emperor, that he 
attr1 would vouchſafe to examin the Accuſations alledg'd a- 
SF gainſt the Chri/tiarvs, and cauſe the Perſecution to ceaſe, 
cilla H 2 * by 
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Lucilla, being highly jealous of him for the Paffion he 
bore to his own Siſter Fabia. Notwithſtanding his infa- 
mous Life, Antoninus, out of a peculier Kind of Good- 
neſs, Zeal for Paganiſm, and ReſpeR to his own Family, 


| III. Antoninus, who before govern'd both an Empire A. D. 
nnd an Emperor, had now the former alone left to his 170, 

Charge; and marrying his Daughter Lucilla to Pompeia- an. Ph. 
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by revoking the Edict publiſh'd againſt them: Repreſent- 
ing to him, That the Chriſtian Religion was ſo far from 
being deſtructive to the Roman Empire, that it was very 
much enlarg'd ſince the Propagation thereof; that this 

© Religion was perſecuted only by wicked Emperors, ſuch 

as Nero and Domitian; that the Emperors Adrian and 
Antoninus Pius had written ſeveral Letters in its Behalf; 

© and therefore he hop'd to obtain of his Clemency and 

© Generofity, the Favour he ſo earneſtly requeſted. This 
Champion wrote many other remarkable Pieces, of which 

we have only the Titles remaining; daily doing Service 

to the Church-of God, which was continually attack'd, 

both by Pagans without, and by Hereticks within. For 

cle. Al. about this Time aroſe thoſe Hereticks call'd Antitactes, or 
' Oppoſites; as oppoſing one God again(t another ; being 2 
Branch of the — and Marcionites, who held a 
bominable Principles; and taught, that Sin deſerv'd rather 
Reward than Puniſhment, and accordingly wallow'd in all 

A. D. Kinds of Vices and Enormities. Not loug after, 7/t:s's 
171, Scholar Tatian, who had been ſo very ſerviceable to the 
An. Ph. Church, being ſwell'd with an extraordinary Conceit, fell 
10 from his Orthodox Principles, and leaving Rome, in Me- 
11. 22 he joyn'd ſeveral of the Errors of Saturninus, 
Fuſch. arcion, and Valentinus with his own, and form'd anew 
Kc. ved, call'd by the Name of Excratites, or Continent ; 
becauſe theſe Hereticks condemn'd the Uſe of Marriage, 

as alſo of divers ſorts of Meats and Wine; pretending t0 

lead a ſober and auſtere Life. They celebrated the Sacra: 
ment only with Water, inſtead of Wine; for whichthey 

were ſometimes call'd Hydroparaſtates, and Aguariant; and 
affirm'd that our Forefathers were damn'd. This Set 
ſpread it ſelf through Piſidia, Cilicia, with Aſia Minor and 
Greece, and as far as Ame, Gaul and Spain; inſomuct 

that many eminent Men afterwards thought fit to write . 
gainſt it, It had ſeveral Branches, particularly the Seven 

ans, founded by Severus, who rejected the Epiſtles of & 

Paul and the Ads of the Apoſiles; and the Apotactues, aud 
Cathares, who renounc'd all the Riches and Conveni 
encies of this World, call'd themſelves Apoſtolicks, ani 
damn'd all others that poſſeſs'd them. About the Beginnin 

of theſe Excratites there aroſe two other ſorts of Here 
ticks; the Adamites, a Branch of the Carpocratians, t0! 
merly mention'd in the Year 130; and the Alogi or Arg 

ans, in Aſia Minor; fo call'd becauſe they deny'd the D 


vine A; and the Goſpel and Writings of St. Les 
| whic! 


which do inſiſt ſo much upon it, attributing them all to 
the Heretick Cerinthut. 


who ſeem'd to have us'd all his Arts in attacking it with 
Libertiniſm, now particularly thought of ſurprizing it by 
an appearing Sanctity, and nncommon Auſterities; which 
he carry'd on by means of AMontanut, a Perſon born at 
Ardaba, a little Village in My/:ain the Confines of Phry- 
gia, Pride, and an immoderate Ambition firſt betray'd 
him; at which Breach Satan having enter'd, took poſſeſſi- 
on of the Man, who acted by the Influence of an Evil 
Spirit, was wont on a ſudden to fall into Enthuſiaſtick 
Fits, and Ecſtatick Raptures, which caus'd him in a fran- 
tick Manner to pour out wild and unheard-of Things, 
and to Propheſie in a Way and Strain hitherto unknown 
to the Church. His firſt Proſelytes were his Country- men 
the Phrygians, whence his Sect deriv'd the Name of Ca- 
zaphryges ; whom he inſtructed in the Arts of Evil-ſpeak- 
ing, teaching them to reproach the whole Chr:;/tiaz Church, 
for refufing to acknowledge his Pſeudo-prophetick Spirit ; 
the ſame Spirit on the contrary pronouncing them Bleſ- 
ſed, that joyn'd themſelves to this new Prophet. Among 
the reſt of his Diſciples, two Women were eſpecially re- 
markable, Priſcaand Maximilla, whom he firſt corrupted, 
and then imparted his Demon to them, whereby they 
were immediately enabled to utter the moſt frantick, inco- 
herent and extravagant Diſcourſes. Mantanus laid his 
& Scene with all imaginable Subtilty ; for in the Foundati- 
na oa-Principles of Religion he agreed with the Catholick 
Church, entirely embrac'd the Holy Scriptures, and pre- 
na ended that he muſt receive the Gifts of Divine Grace ex- 
traordinarily conferr'd upon him; which he gave out, 
were more immediately the Holy Ghoſt. Then he made 
1 ingular Shew of ſome unuſual Rigours, and Severities 
«Mit Religion, gave Laws for more ſtrict and frequent Faſts 
than the Orthodox us'd, forbad all ſecond Marriages as 
Fornication, allow'd of Divorces, prohibited his Follow- 
ers to avoid Martyrdom, and Excommunicated them for 
the leaſt Crime; call'd Pepuze and Tyminm, two little 
Towns of Phrygia, by the Name of Ferxſalem, that he 
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or might the more plauſibly invite unwary Proſelytes to flock 
„ther. And the more to oblige ſuch Perſons as mighe 
5 e ſerviceable to him by the Propoſals of Profit, he ns'd 


dll Methods of extorting Mony 44 his deluded Follow- 
| bre, 
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Thus was the Church of God afflicted with divers He- Eb. 
eſies, even in the midſt of Perſecution; and the Devil, “ 
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5 


ers, eſpecially under the Notion of Gifts and Offerings; 
for which purpoſe he appointed Collectors to receive the 
Oblations that were brought in; with which he maintain'd 
Undger-Officers, and paid Salaries to thoſe who propaga- 


ted his Doctrines about the World. His Followers pro- 


Capitol. 


claim'd him the very Comforter promis'd by our Saviour, 
added many other Notions and Practices, infected the 
Church longer than any other Hereticks before them, and 
were divided into many Sects and Branches, as we hal] 
have occaſion to take notice afterwards, 

In the mean time the Emperor Antoninus, having brought 
the barbarous Nations to ſome Ceſſation, return'd to Rome 
with great Honour, where he celebrated his Decennalia 
according to Cuſtom, and made ſuch Vows as were uſu- 


A. D. al upon ſuch Occaſions, During the Peace, he apply'd 
192, himſelf to a farther Regulation of the Laws and Policy : 
An. Ph. And firft, he ordain'd that no Enquiry ſhou'd be made in- 


11 
12. 


Euſeb. 
Fpipb. 


to the State and Condition of deceas'd Perſons after five 
Years; and leſt Crimes ſhou'd go unpuniſh'd, and private 
Perſons ſuffer by Delays in Proceſſes, he increas'd the 
Number of Court-Days. Thatthoſe who were Free-born 
might eaſily prove it, he ordain'd, that each Roman Citi- 
zen thou'd enter what Children they had born, in the 
Temple of Saturn, where the publick Records were kept, 


Ile provided for the Security of Minors and Pupils, by 


conſtituting a particular Pretor, call'd Tatelaris ; and re- 
form'd that Law which order'd thoſe Curators call'd Le- 
toriæ to be given to Minors, in Caſe of Lunacy, or Ex- 
travagancy. He moderated the Fublick Expences, leſſen'd 
the Number of Shews and Sports, and reform'd all the 
Abuſes of Sales and Uſury. He took ſo much care to 
hinder unlawtul Marriages, that he diſſolv'd that of a La- 
dy of Quality, who had been married to her Uncle ſeve- 
ral Years, To put a Reſtraint upon the Luxury of the 
City, he prohibited the Ute of Litters and Charivts to all 
private Perſons; and endeavour'd by all Methods to cor- 
rect the Looſnels and Diforders of Yqung Perſons of both 
Sexes, without knowing it was his own private Intereſt: 
For he was in a great meaſure ignorant of the Wanton- 
neſs, and Irregularities of his own Empreſs Fauſtina, Theſe 
and many other excellent Regulations were made by him, 
ſufficiently denoting both the Greatneſs of his Capacity, 
and the Piety of his Intentions. | 

In the Time of theſe Regulations flouriſh'd ſeveral Chr: 
ſtian Writers, as Pinytas, Philippus, Modeſtus and Barde. 


ſane, 
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ſanes; all mention'd by Exſebinus, Pinytus was Biſhop of 
Guoſſus in the Iſland of Crete, who wrote an Epiſtle to 
Dionyfius of Corinth, very learned and eloquent, ſhewing 
at once a moſt profound Knowledge in Divinity, and a 
moſt tender Care over that Flock with which God had 
intruſted him. Philippus was Biſhop of Gortyna in the 
ſame Iſland, who wrote a particular Treatiſe againſt the 
Heretick Marcion, as likewiſe did Modeſtiun. But Barde- 
Janes was {till more remarkable, a Native of Meſopotamie, A. D. 
and an Inhabitant of the City of Edeſſa; who being of 173. 
excellent Parts and Abilities, compos'd two Tracts in - An. Ph. 
riack, tranſlated into Greek by his Diſciples ; the firſt a- 12 
gainſt Marcion, and other Hereticks ; and the ſecond con- 13+ 
cerning Fate, which he dedicated to the Emperor Antoni- 
1. Belides which he wrote other Treatiſes, upon the 
Perſecutions then rais'd againſt the Chriſtians in Syria; 
and couragiouſly withſtood the Emperor's Friend Apoll 
nius, Who advis'd him to deny that he was a Hriſtian, un- 
dauntedly replying, That he did not fear Death, which was 
ſtill unavoidable, tho) he ſhou'd anſwer the Emperor's Ex- 
pectatiung. But about this Time, this Man adorn'd with 
ſo many Virtues, fell into Hereſie, ſuffering himſelf to be 
infected with the Errors of the Yalentinians; inventing 
new ones, aud denying the Reſurtection of the Dead, 
He acknowledg'd indeed the Law and the Prophets, toge- 
ther with all the new Teſtament ; but then he admitted 
ſeveral Apocryphal Books along with them, fo that he 
became the Author of a new Kereſie, his Followers be- 
ing call'd Bardeſuneſtes, who (till added other Errors to 
his. He left a Son behind him call'd Hermoniut, who 
compos'd ſeveral Books, that were afterwards refuted by 
St. Epbrem of Edeſſa. | 

In the mean time the Marcomauni, who only deſigu'd A. D. 
to lay the Emperor aſleep by their Submiſſion, all took up 174. 
Arms with greater Fury than formerly; being ſo much the An. Ph. 
more formidable, becauſe they had drawn over to their 2. 
Side all the Nations from Iiyricum to the fartheſt Parts * 
of Gaul. Antoninus ſoon undertook an Expedition againſt Dies. 
them, having firſt begg'd the Gods Aſſiſtance by Prayers — 
and Sacrifice; and arriving at Caruutum, he paſs'd the ny 
River Danube by a Bridge of Boats, gain'd Advantages of 
the Enemy in ſeveral Encounters, burnt their Barns and 
Houſes, and receiv'd ſeveral of the chief of their Allies; 
who aſtoniſh'd at the Suddenneſs of his Victories, came 
in to ſubmit themſelyes. But the moſt memorable Eu- 
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chers; who according to Orders immediately fled, and 


| barren Mountains, where they were ſuddenly block'd up 


ement was among the Pannonian Mountains, on the 
North of the Danube; which might have prov'd fatal to 
the Roman Empire, had not ſome miraculous Accident in- 
terpos'd, which much redounded to the Honour of the 
Chriſtian Religion. It was begun by the Enemy's Sling- 
ers croſs the River Grauus, who brought Antoninus him- 
ſelf into ſome Danger; but the Romans being rowꝛ'd by 
the Affront, furiouſly paſs'd the River, fell in with the 
Enemy, and made a -_ Slaughter, The Enemy timely 
retired with no little Policy, and rightly judging that they 
ſhou'd be purſued, left ſeveral Companies of Archers, co- 
ver'd with ſome Horſe, to skirmiſh with the Romans, as 
tho” they intended to (top their Progreſs, Whereupon the 
Romans advanc'd with more Bravery than Conduct, an 
uſual Thing after Succeſs, and briskly attack'd their Ar- 


eunningly drew the whole Roman Army among ſcorched 


on every Side, But they not apprehending the Danyer, 
and imagining their Courage invincible, continu'd fighting 
notwithſtanding the Diſadvantage of the Place; which WG 
caus'd more of them to be ſlain than of the Enemy, who Wh 5 
ſtood upon the defenſive, being not willing to leave that Non 
to Chance, which they expected from Delay. The Ko Wi 
mans cou'd not conceive the Reaſon of this Conduct, till Wii 
the exceſſive Heats between the Mountains, great Weari- Wt for 
neſs, Wounds, and a violent Thirſt had entirely diſheart- ¶ me 
ned and confounded them; at which time they found, W 0; 
that they cou'd neither fight nor retreat, and that they mult I dec 
either ſuffer themſelves to be cut in Pieces, or become a Wl dec 
Prey to their barbarous Enemies. In this deplorable Ex- Di 


tremity, where Rage and Deſpair were principal Atren- WI Oti 


dants, Antoninut more concern'd at his Soldiers Miſeries WW Cl 
than his own, ran through all their Ranks, and in vain Wow 


. endeavour'd to raiſe their Hopes by performing Sacrifices, W Mc 


in which they no longer now confided. When the Sun WM «#4 
had exbauſted all their Strength, they perceiv'd their Enc- WW uit 
mies ready to attack them; and having no Expectation ei» W cart 
ther from their own Courage, from Fortune, or their 2 
Gods, nothing was heard but Groans and Lamentations, WW * 

nothing ſeen but the blackeſt Marks of the moſt horrible I ſupf 
Deſolation. But juſt as the Army was ready to be de- ¶ tific 
ſtroy'd, God was pleas'd to deliver them by means of % Rea 
ſudden Fall of great Quantities of Rain, with which the 
languiſhing Soldiers were relieved by holding their Mouths, 


Helmets and- Bucklers up to Heaven, And while the 
Barbarian 


Barbarians attack d them in that Poſture, making them 
ſwallow their own Blood mingled with the Water ; the 
fame Clouds that had ſent ſo kind a Shower upon 
the Romans, at the ſame time diſcharg'd a terrible Storm 
of Hail, accompany'd with Thunder and Wild- Fire a- 
zunſt the Enemy. So that while the former refreſh'd 
themſelves, and quench'd their Thirſt, the latter were ex- 
* ſcorch'd and confounded with the amazing 
Flames from Heaven, which neither their Water, nor their 
own deſign'd Wounds cou'd extinguiſh. This caus'd many 
with their Wives and Children to ſurrender themſelves 
to the Romans, to receive the Benefit of this miraculous 
Shower. Theſe were treated with great Clemency by the 
Emperor; but the Soldiers, more enrag'd at the Affront 
they had receiv'd, than affected with the Danger they had 
eſcap'd, cut in Pieces all that made Reſiſtance, put the reſt 
to flight, and took great Numbers of Priſoners. 

The Subſtance of this memorable and miraculous Deli- 
rerance is ſufficienty confirm'd both by Chriftian and Pa- 
gan Writers; who unanimouſly aſcribe it tothe Power of 
God, Some of theſe Writers liv'd almoſt in the ſame 
Ige, all of them before Learning was ſunk ; ſo that we 
ought not to diſpute their Authority. Dion Caſſius has 
zien us a particular Account of it, and aſcribes it to ſome 
divine Power aſſiſting the Emperor; tho* he confeſſes that 
ſome had attributed this ſalutary Storm to the Enchant- 
ments of one — an Agyptian Magician; which 
Opinion is deſervedly expos'd by his Abridger Aiphilin, 
decauſe the Emperor was never addicted to Magick and 
declares as much in his Meditations, That he had learn'd of 
Diegnetus, never to give Ear to ſuch ſort of Fooleries. 
Uther Heathen Writers, as Capitoliuus, Ihemiſtius, and 
Claudiam, aſcribe it to the Prevalency of the Emperor's 
own Prayers; of whom Themiſtias puts this Prayer in his 
Mouth, O Lord, the Giver of Life, I implore thy Aſſiſtance, 
and lift up theſe Hands to thee, which were never ſtain d 
with Human Blood. The Care that the Pagans took to 
carry off the Honour of this miraculous Event, ſerves at 
ne to confirm the Truth of the Fact. And without 

ear of being thought too credulous, or endeavouring to 
ſupport the Chriſtian Religion by Fable and Falſhood, Ar- 
tifices it never needed, we ſhall affirm, That there is no 
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f 2 WW Reaſon to reject the Teſtimony of the Writers of thoſe 
the Times, who poſitively aſſure us, That the Captain of the 
hs Guards having inform'd the Emperor, That God deny'd 
the | nothing 
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| Years after, in a ſolemn Apology in behalf of Chriſtianity, 
which he durſt not have done, had not the Thing been 


nothing to the Chriſtians, of whom many4were in the Legin 
of Melitene, a City of Cappadocia, and #hat be ought to try 
if their Prayers ond procure that Deliverance which he 
con'd not otherwiſe expect: The Emperor order'd they 
ſhould: be call'd together; and that they all at the ſame 
Time did with Succeſs invoke the only true God, whom 
the Winds and Storms obey, and who had often deliver'd 
his Servants by ſuch extraordinary Interpoſitions. Antoni. 
uus being, too juſt to ſtifle the Miracle, immediately wrote 
tothe Senate of Rome in Favour of the Chriſtians, and or- 
der'd their Accuſersto be puniſh'd with Death; a convincing 
Proof that he thought this Aſſiſtance owing to their Pray- 
ers. Tertullian appeals to theſe Letters within twenty (ir 


paſt Diſpute. The Miſtake about the Thundering Legion, 
the ſpurious Letter now remaining, and the Additions 
made to this Story in after Ages, can do no real Prejudice 
to the truth of the Hiſtory it ſelf, For the Reader's tarther 
Satistaction we refer him to the ingenious Mr. Hotton's 
Notes at the End of his Life of the Emperor Marcus An 


relias. | 


A. D. ByaconſtantSeries of Vidories, Antoninus in no long th 
175. Space brought theſe barbarous People to an entire Submii . 
An. Ph. ſion; which was ſcarce effected before he was diſtutb iE. 

1+ with the News of the Rebellion of Caffus a hardy Gene! 
cn, ral, whoproclaim'd himſelf Emperor in Syria, and paſiaꝗ I. 
Fils, for a Deſcendent of the ancient Caſſizs, like him pretended Mithe 
If the Gods would but favorr the right Side, to reſtore thay H. 
Commonwealth of Rome. He was very ſucceſsful at firlt 8M 

but afterwards declining, he was brought into Diſcredi En 

with his own Soldiers, and at laſt having been Emperor 

rather in Imagination than Reality, he was flain three bert 
Months and ſix Days after his Revolt, His Head was ſen nd 

to the Emperor, who commanded it to be honourably bu e 

ry'd, and ſorrowfully declar'd, That they had depriv'd bi ies 

of the great Pleaſure of giving Caſſius his Life, and of cu d 
qnering his Ingratituae by hrs own Geperofity, This Ci the 

mency was admir'd by ſome, but one took the Liberty is 

tell him, That Caſſius uon d ot have been ſo generous, h ef 

be been Conqueror ; to Whom the Emperor reply'd, He nur 

ver ſerv'd the Gads ſo ill, ar reign'd ſoirregulariy, as to jen non 
Caſſius cord ever be Conqueror. Having teſtify'd his Gr Vit 

for his Death, he continu'd his dehga'd Journey to! nd 

ere 


Eaſt, to cauſe the People and Army to return to their O 
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y. Arriving in Syria, he was met at Antioch by many 
Kings and Potentates of the Eaſt; and the firſt Thing he 
aid was the Burning of all Letters found in Caſſius's Clo- 
ſet, leſt he ſhould be conſtrain'd againſt his Inclinations to 
hate any Perſon. Removing from thence into e/Lgypr, he 
pardon d all the Cities that had join'd with Co and left 
one of his Daughters at Alexandria, as a Pledge of his 
Friendſhip. Coming to Peluſium, he there cortected ma- 
ny Exceſſes and Debaucheries at the Feſtivals of Serapis; 
and where-ever he paſs'd, he enter'd the Temples, the 
Schools, and all publick Places, and inſtructed the People, 
converſing familiarly with them, and explaining to them 
the greateſt Difficulties in Philoſophy, leaving the Marks 
of his Wiſdom in all Places. In this great Journey, the 
Empreſs Fauſtina was unexpectedly ſeiz'd with a violent 
Diſtemper, and dy'd at the Foot of Mount Taurus, to- 
wards Winter. Her looſe and wanton Life had been a 
great Scandal to her high Place and Dignity; yet Antoni- 
a either from his Ignorance of her Crimes, or his Paf- 
fon to her Perſon, willingly admitted of thoſe great and 
unreaſonable Honours which the Senate, out of Complai- 
ſance and Flattery, decreed to her Memory. And after 
the Example of his Predeceſſor Antoninns Pius, he founded 
a Society of young Virgins, whom he bred at his own 
Expence, and call'd them Fauſtinians; and likewiſe built 
:Templeto his Wife in the Town where ſhe dy'd: Which 
Temple had afterwards a remarkable Chance becoming 
the Divinity that preſided there; it being conſecrated to 
Hel:ogabalus, the notorious God of Impurity. 

After a full Re-eſtabliſhment of Peace in the Eaſt, the A. D. 
Emperor began his Journey towards Rome; and arriving 176. 
Smyrna, he there made ſome conſiderable Stay, and con- An. Ph. 
fert d many Favours. From thence he went to Athens, 12 
and being a Zealot in his Religion, was there initiated in 1s. 
the grand Myſteries of Ceres, call'd the Elen/izian Myſte- 
ties, which was ſolemnly forbidden to all wicked Perſons, 
and Men of ill Reputation. Here he did many Honours to 
the Inhabitants, and eſtabliſh'd in their City Profeſſors of 
all Sciences, with munificent Penſions; making them no- 
lePreſents, and granting them large Privileges and Im- 
munities. From hence he took Shipping and return'd to 
Rome, where upon December the 23d, he triumph'd for his 
Vittories in Pannonia; and to grace his Triumph, he 
ſoin'd his Son Commodus with him, declar'd him Auguſtus; 
mereby inveſting him with all the Honours of a compleat 

| | | * Partnerſhip, 
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Euſib. 


nothing remaining but their Titles. 


A. D. 


An. Ph. 


16 


17. 


Euſib. 


Partnerſhip, which Verus before enjoy'd. In this Year, 
and 16th of Antoninus, dy d Sorter, after he had been eight 
Years Biſhop of Rome, and was ſucceeded by Elexthery:, 
a Grecian of Nicopolis, Son of Habundius, and once Dea- 
con to Anicetus, who continu'd in the See about fifteen 
Years, and was the twelfth Biſhop of Rome, after St. Peter 
and St. Paul. About the ſame time that eminent Light of 
the Church, Apollizarts Biſhop of Hrierapelis, deliver'd to 
the Emperor an excellent Apo'ugy for the * in 
which it is believ'd that he inſiſted upon the Emperor's 
miraculous Deliverance two Years before. This Author 
wrote ſeveral remarkable Pieces againſt the Pagans, Jeu, 
and Montaxſts; but of them, as of his Apology, we have 


The Chriſtians had met with Eaſe and Reſpite 
from their Miſeries for two or three Years after the mita- 
culous Deliverance of Antoninus; but notwithſtanding the 
Clemency and Commands of that Emperor, the Governors 
and Magiſtrates in the Provinces took ſuch Advantage 
from his Zeal and Religion, that the Perſecution was te- 
viv'd, and rag d more fiercely than ever. Theſe unhappy 
Times cays'd ſeveral Apologies to be preſented to the Em- 
peror, by eminent Chriſtians, particularly Atbenagoras and 
Miltiades. The former was a learned Philoſopher of A- 
thens, whoſe Works are (till remaining; but we know Wl 4, 
nothing of the latter, but that he gave evident Proofs of ne 
his Skill and Abilities, in writing againſt the Gentiles, the ¶ Fu 

ews, and the Montaniſts; againſt which latter he main- W ty; 
tain'd, That a Prophet ought not to ſpeak in an Ecſtacy WM the 
« or Fury; and in his Apology for the Chriſtian Philoſophy, unj 
dedicated tothe Emperors, by whom are meant Aztoninus W mi; 
and Cymmodus. Athenagoras in his Apology to the two Wl Net 
Emperors, * firſt applauded the Excellency of Antoninus 


Government, and his Care and Tenderneſs towards his and 
Subjects in General; only complaining of his Neglect tern 
© of the Chriſtrans, and his abandoging them to the Fury W The 
© of their Enemies. After which he refyted the three prin- gina 


c cipal Calumnies alledg'd againſt the Chriſtians, as, That 
© they were Atheiſts, That they eat human Fleſh, and That 
© they committed horrible Crimes in their Aſſemblies : An- 
© ſwering to the firſt, That the Chriſtians were not A. 
© theiſts, ſince they acknowledg'd and ador'd one God in 
© three Perſons, and liv'd conformably to his Laws and 


* Commandments, believing that he ſaw and knew all 
| | % Things; 
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h Things; that they refus'd to worſhip Idols, and to offer 
t © Sacrifice to them, as being perſuaded they were not Dei- 
„ ' ties, He reply'd to the laſt Objection, by ſhewing that 
* the Lives, Laws and Manners of the Chriſtians were far 
n from allowing Murther, and thoſe infamous Crimes 
r © whereof they were accus'd. In this Apology he alſo 
f treated of ſeveral of the Doctrines of Chriſtianity, in all 
0 Wl which he is ſuppos'd not to have been nicely Orthodox. 
n Belides which he wrote. a particular Treatiſe of the Re- 
ſurrection of the Dead, in which he endeavour'd to prove, 
That the Thing was ſo far from being impoſſible, that 
it was extreamly credible. 

We know not what Effe& theſe Apologies had upon 
the Emperor; we only know that there was now great 
Occafion for them: For this Year the Perſecution grew 
hot in many Parts of the Empire, eſpecially at Lyons in 
Can, at the Time of ſome publick Feſtivals; of which 
we have a very lively, and affecting Account in a Letter 
from the Churches of Lyons and Vienna to them of Aſia 
and Phrygia written ſhortly after, as it is believ'd, by the 
Hand of Jrenexs, This Letter tells us, it was impoflible 
for Men to deſcribe the brutiſh Fierceneſs and Cruelty of 
the Pagans, and the Severity of thoſe Torments which 
the Martyrs ſuffer'd, being baniſh'd from their Houſes, for- 
bidden to ſhew their Heads, reproach'd, beaten, hutry'd 
from Place to Place, plunder'd, ſton'd, impriſon'd, and there 
treated with all the Marks of an ungovernable Rage and 
Fury. Their Heathen Servants and Slaves were alſo tor- 
tur'd to oblige them to charge their Maſters with Mur- 
ther, Inceſt, and other abominable Crimes in private. Theſe 
unjuſt Proceedings caus'd Epagathus, a young Man of ad- 
mirable Piety, to remonſttate to the Governor of Lyoxs in 
Defence of his injur'd Brethren; upon which being ask'd, 
Whether he was a Chriſtian ? He confeſs'd it publickly, 
and was receiv'd into the Number of the Martyrs, being 
term'd by the Governor the Advocate of the Chriſtians, 
Then others were diligently examin'd, who with all ima- 
zinable Chearfulneſs accompliſh'd the ſolemn Confeſſion 
of Martyrdom ; only ſome few, about ten in Number, 
being unprepar'd and unexercis'd, thro' Fear and Frailty 
tell away, to the unexpreſſible Grief of the reſt. From 
thenceforth the holy Martyrs underwent ſuch Torments 
$ were almoſt beyond Belief: But the whole Rage of the 
Multitude, Governor and the Soldiers in more violent 


manner fell upon theſe, five, Pothinus the aged Biſhop — 
| ene 
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the City, Sanctus a Deacon of Vienna, Maturus a Perſuy 
lately baptiz'd, Attalus of Pergamut, and an admirable Wo. 
man nam'd Blandind. All were afraid of this latter, eſpe. 
cially her own Miſtreſs, by reafon of the Weakneſs of 
her Body; but B/a»dina was ſapply'd with fuch ſurpriſing 
Strength, that thoſe who by turns tortur'd her from the 
Morning "till Evening, became feeble, confeſſing themſelve 
conquer d, admiring that ſuch a torn and mangled Body 
could live, when one Sort of her Torments were ſuffici 
ent to have ended her Life. But this bleſſed Woman, like 
a couragious Champion, recover'd freſh Supplies of Strength 
during her Confeſſion; and it was a Refreſhment, and an 
Abatement of her Pains, to pronounce theſe Words, lan 
4 Chriſtian, and there is nothing of Wickedneſs acted among ſ 
as. As for Sanctus the Deacon, having at his Examins. 
tion, in a more than human Manner endur'd his exceflive 
Torments, he ſuſtain'd them with that Courage, that he 
declar'd neither his Name, Conditivn nor Habitation, but 
to all Interrogatories anſwer'd, I am a Chriſtian, Where-W ho 
upon his Examiners clapt red hot Plates of Braſs upon the ¶ he 
tendereſt Parts of his Body, which was all over full a 
Wounds, Stripes, and ſo bowed and drawn together, that ba. 
it had loſt the external Shape of a Man. And ſome few Wi g 
Days after, when the ſame Torments were reiterated, bee 
with deſign to conquer him, or by his Death to conquer of 
others, his Body by a particular Favour of God became Hef 
ſtrait, and he recover'd both his Shape and his Limbs. Se- de 
veral others were likewiſe tormented; among whom ved 
2 Woman nam'd Biblias, one of the Lapſed, but now te- 
cover'd. But when theſe Puniſhments were render'd in- 
effectual, they made uſe of Impriſonments in dark and 
noiſom Places, where they were ftretched in woode 
Stocks, and left deſtitute of human Aſſiſtance; where ſome 
were ſuffocated, others dy'd of their Pains, and others tri- 
umph'd over all Miſeries and efcap'd, 

But to crown all, Pothinus the Biſhop was mark'd out 
a venerable Perſon of 90 Years of Age, fuppos'd to ha- 
been ſent to Lyons by St. Polycarp from Rome. Age and 
Infirmities had render'd him ſo weak, that he could ſcarce 
move himſelf ; but he had a vigorous Soul in a decay 
Body, and his earneſt Deſire that Chriſt might triumph | 
his Martyrdom, added new Life and Spirit to him. Be 
ing apprehended, he was haled along to the publick II 
bunal, the Magiſtrates, Soldiers and Multitude following ti 


after with ſuch loud Acclamations, as if our Lord = 
| h F 


F . -@a._£@vu. . 


op ey 


ſelf had been leading to Execution. Being ask'd by the 
Governor, Who was the God of the Chriſtians? knowing 


it to be a captious Queſtion, he reply'd, vn be worthy, 


1 ſfall tuo. Hereupon, without any Reverence to his 
Age, or Reſpe& to Humanity, he was drag'd up and down 
ter 4 barbarous Manner, and unmercifully beaten, they 
that were near kicking and ſtriking him, and thoſe at a 
diſtance throwing whatever they could find, as the Inſtru- 
ments of their Fury; by which means they thought to 
revenge the red of their Gods, At length being taken 
up from the Ground almoſt breathleſs, he was caſt into 
the Priſon, where two Days after he refign'd op his Soul 
to God. Not long after the four Champions, Maturus, 
SUnitns, Attalus, aud Blandina, were brought forth a 
the wild Beaſts in the Amphitheatre, a Day on purpoſe 
being granted to the Multitude; where the two former 
dd again undergo all Sorts of Torments, as if they had 
ſuffer d nothing before; being ſometimes plac'd upon a 
hot Iron Chair, other times drag'd and torn by the wild 
Beaſts, and whatſoever elſe the enrag'd People were pleas'd 
to demand from above. Theſe two Perſons, after they 
had continu'd alive a long time under the Safferings of 
i glorious and mighty Combate, at laft were flain; having 
been made a Spectacſe to the City inſtead of the Combats 
of the Gladiators. But Blandina, being hung upon a Piece 
of Wood fixt in the Ground, was propos'd as Food for 
the wild Beaſts; who by her ſtrong and earneſt Prayers 
tedoubled the Ardour of the Saints, who in the Perſon of 
their Siſter, ſeem'd to have a View of their erncify'd 
Lord, But when none of the wild Beaſts would touch 
her, ſhe was taken from the Stake, and caſt again into 


Priſon, being reſerv'd for another Combate, Arzalas be- 


Ing requit'd by the Multitude, was led round the Amphi- 
lheatre, with a Table carry'd before him, upon which was 
written in the Roman Tongue, This is Attalus the Chriſti- 
in: But when the Governor underſtood that he was a free 
Citizen of Rome, he commanded him back to Priſon with 
de other Chriſtians ; and wrote to the Emperor Antoninns 
o know his Pleaſure concerning him and the reſt. 

During this Intermiſſion and Ceſſation, the holy Pri- 
oners ſpent their Times in the higheſt Acts of Devotion 
ind Charity, praying for their Enemies and Tormenters, 
nd uſing all poſſible Means for the reſtoring, and com- 


ning ſuch as had ſhrunk from the Severity of the Perſe- 


tion, Yet (till they were ſo modeſt and humble as not 
=* 
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to aſſume to themſelves the honourable Title of Martyr, 
allowing it only to Chri/# himſelf, and thoſe who had al. 
ready ſuffer'd. Here they were repleniſh'd with (ſpiritual 
Comforts, and what they wanted on Earth they ceceiv'd from 
Heaven: And whereas Alcibiades, one of the Impriſon'd, 
who led an auſtere Life, feeding upon only Bread and 
Water, deſign'd to continue the ſame Courſe in Priſon, 
it was reveal d to Attralas in a Viſion, that Alcibiades did 
not well in declining the Uſe of God's Creatures, which 
would leave an Example of Scandal to others; whereup- 
on Alcibiades ſubmitted, fed indifferently on all Meats a 
he found them, and gave God Thanks. Shortly after the 
Emperor Antoninus return'd his Anſwer to the Governor, 
That thoſe who confeſi'd themſelves Chriſtians ſhould ſuffer, Wi i 
\but thoſe who renounc'd the Faith ſhould be diſmiſ''d; and Wh: 
the time of a publick Solemnity being begun, when there Wi 
was a numerous Concourſe of all neighbouring Nations, Win 
the Governor order'd the Martyrs to be brought before WO 
the Tribunal, producing them as a pompous Shew before 

the Multitude. Being again examin'd, as many as were Wie 
found Citizens of Rome, were beheaded, and the reſt caſt W17 
to the wild Beaſts. And now Chriſt's 2 became con- Neo 
ſpieuous in thoſe who formerly had fallen from the Faith, N fa 
who contrary to Expectation became Confeſſors; and be- Noch 
ing examin'd apart, they were added to the Number of Win 
the Martyrs. In the time of their Examination, a cou- Whi 
ragious Phrygian Phyſician call'd Alexander, gave them 
ſuch open Encouragement, that he was apprehended; and 
confeſſing himſelf a Chriſtian, was condemn'd to the wild 
Beaſts. The next Day he was brought out into the Am- 
phitheatre, together with Attalus, and together with him 
underwent all the Inſtruments of Torture, praiſing the Al- 
mighty, and at laſt reſigning up their Souls into his Hands, 
Attalas in the midſt of his Torments upon the hot [con Writ 
Chair, told the Multitude, That it was they that now fed 
upon human Fleſh, and not the Chriſtians, who did no Evil; 
and being ask'd what was the Name of his God, he te- 
ply'd, That God had not a Name as Men bad. To finiſh 
the whole Solemnity on the laſt Day, Blandina was 1 
third time brought forth, together with Ponticus, a Youth 
of 15 Years of Age, who continuing firm to the Faith, 
the Multitude were ſo enrag'd, that they had no Reſpet 
to the Age of the one, nor the Sex of the other, but er 
pos'd them to all manner of Puniſhments, and made them 
paſs through the whole Courſe of Torments. Ponticus, be- 


ing 
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ing enconrag'd and ſtrengthned by his Siſter in Afflictions, 
after many exquiſite Tortures, pave up the Ghoſt. Ar 
laſt, the incomparable Blanama, _ like a valiant Mo- 
mer fupported her Children, and ſent them before as Con- 
querors to the King, with Joy haſtned to her Exit, as to 
her Nuptial-Feaſt, And having been ſcourg'd, tortur'd 
pon the Iron-Chair, and expos'd to the wild Beaſts; and 
being inſenſible of all by reaſon of her familiar Converſe 
with her Redeemer, ſhe was at laſt ſlain with a Sword; 
the Pagans themſelves confeſſiug, that never any Woman 
among them ſaſtain'd ſo many and great Torments. Nor 
did the Enemy's Rage ceaſe here, but began afreſh upon 
the very Bodies of the Martyrs, of whom many were 
found dead in Priſon, which were firſt caſt to Dogs, and 
having for ſeyeral Days undergoneall manner of ignomi- 
nious Uſage, were at length burat, and their Aſhes ſwept 
into the River Rhoſne; as if they were able to vanquith 
Omnipotence, and deprive them of a ReſurreQion, 
Theſe Martyrs, with many others, of whom later Wri- 
ters have given the Names of forty eight, ſuffer'd in the 
17th Year of Antoninus, in the Month of Augn/t 177, ac- 
cording to Eaſebius and many others; tho* Biſhop Pearſon 
ſuppotes they ſuffer'd in 175, and Mr. Dodwell with ſome 
others, in 167; but Monſ. TiHlemont has given ſuch con- 
vincing Arguments to the contrary, that we have follow'd 
dis Account. Shortly after, a particular Account of their E. 
dufferings was ſent from the Churches of Lyons and Vi- 
ema, to thoſe of Aſia and Phrygia; to which were ad- 
oin'd, the Epiſtles which ſeveral of the Martyrs, while 
u Priſon, had written to thoſe Churches, containing 
the chief Opinions of the Herefie of Aontanns, which 
as then much promoted in Phrygia, by two Perſons 
tamed Alcibiades and Theodotus, Nor did the Martyrs 
write only to the Aan Churches, but to Elentherns 
hop of Rome, whom ſome believe to have been a little 
ueQted with Montaaiſm. Theſe Letters were ſent to Kome 
If the celebrated Ireneus, whom they perſuaded to un- 
ertake the Journey, and whom they particularly re- 
dmmended to Eleutherus by a very honourable Teſtimo- 
ly; © detiring him to receive him, not only as their Bro- 
ther and Companion, but as a zealous. Profeſſor and 
Champion of that Religion which Chriſt had ratify*d with 
his Blood. After his Return, he was made Biſhop of 198, 
hunt in the room of the Martyr Pothinas, ſucceeding an. Ph. 
m in a troubleſom and tempeſtuous Time. But he was 17 
Wile and skilful Pilot; aud Gregory of Toxrs tells vs, 11. 
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| been 2 planted, but not well water'd in that Nati. 


Teriwl. 


Capitol. 


that God gave ſach Efficacy to his Sermons and Diſcourſes, 
that during his Goverament, he made almoſt all the City 
Chriſtians, Aud others tell us, that he wrought ſever 
Miracles for the Converſion of Infidels; which is not im- 

obable, fince Jrexexs tells us in his own Writings, that 

iracles were frequent in his Time, Irenexs was a Gre 
cian by Birth, and ſome think, an Inhabitant of Smyrna, 
educated and inſtructed both by St. Polycarp and Papia, 
two Diſciples of the Apoſtle St. Jobs, and moſt noted bj 
ſhops of A; and being made Biſhop of , he became 
one of the moſt illuſtrious Defenders of Chriſtianity, inſo- 
much that ſeveral have call'd him at Apoſtolick Man, 
and the Light and Glory of the Ga/kck Church. 

About this time it is believ'd that Lucius, a King of 
Britain, having an Inclination for Chriſtianity, which had 


on, ſent to Eleutherus Biſhop of Rome, to ſigniſie his P. 
ous Intentions, and to deſire his Afiſtance. Elenthery 
ſent Fugatius and Damianxs, two eminent Men, to that 
Iſland ; at which time not only Lacias himſelf receiv'd 
the Faith, but ” the Countenance of his Example, and 
the Diligence of the firſt Preachers, it ſpread in a ſhor 


time over all his Dominions. 80 that Lucins is upp. 
to be the firlt Chriſtian King in the World, and Brian, 
the firſt Province that embrac'd the Goſpel by publick Au; 
thority; but Lucius and his Dominions being dependent 

upon the Romans, and conſequently not ſupream, well , 
muſt not look upon this as theF/RST ESTABLISH- 7 
MENT OFCHRISTIANITY BY HUMANS 


LAWS. About this time alſo appear'd the Herefiarch i, 
Hermogeves, a Perſon better skill'd in Painting, than draw-W 
ing Schemes of new Divinity ; who forſaking the Church, 
fled to the S2orcks, and being tinctur'd with their Princi i 
les, was the firſt C Hriſtian that maintain'd Matter to be 
ncreated, and eternal, out of which God made all Things; 
and that all Evils proceeded ont of Matter; from whence 
he and his Followers were called Materialiſtt. They allo 
aſſerted, That our Lord's Body was lodg'd in the Sun; 
ridiculouſly interpreting that Paſſage, In them hath he ſet 
a Tabernacle for the Sun; and that the Devil and all the 
Demons ſhould in time be diſſolv'd into the firſt Matter. 
The Emperor Antoninus, after two Years Reſt in the Cit] 
of Rome, was now diſturbed with the News of the Norther# 
Nations taking up Arms again, and invading the Empire 
with great Succeſs. This oblig'd him to make ſpeed? 
Preparations to oppoſe them in Perſon, as he always * 
i all 


and going to the Senate, this was the firſt Time he de- 
i'd of them Mony on of the publick Treaſure; which 
ra o“ fa his own Power, he openly declar'd, That Empe- 
m. rer, bad no private 2 to any Thing, not ſo much as 
a to their Palace, in which : 2 dwelt. Aer this, he mar- 

"WW :3'd his Son Cmmodus to riſpina the Daughter of Ben- 
ut Palens, a Conſular Perſon; and then went to the 
Temple of Bellona, and perform'd the ancient Ceremony 
of the Javelin, The Romans, whoſe Love to this Empe- 
ror daily increas'd, before his Departure, aſſembledthem- 
klyes before his Palace, beleeching him, Nos #0 leave them, 
till be had given them ſome Precepts for their Conduct; 
that if the Gods foould take him to themſelves, they might 
tread in the ſame Paths of Virtue, where be bad led thew 

bis Example, The Emperor mov'd to ſee their good 

polition, 57 three Whole Days in explaining to them 
the greateſt Difliculties in Morality, and in giving them 
ſhort Maxims by which they might regulate their Actions. 


. . Walways all owing to his Management; he boldly expos'd 
oo tis Perſon, built many Forts, and perform'd all Things 
* that _— keep their Country in awe. iS 2h 

| Not long after the Emperor's Departure to the North, 
Agrippinus Biſhop of Alexandria, dy d on the goth Day of 
Jamcary, after he had held this Dignity about 12 Years; 


4 Aa was ſucceeded by Jalian, who continu'd in the See 

dest 10 Years, being the tenth Biſhop of Alexandria after 

- „e Evangeliſt St. Mart. In this City was à famous Ca- 
} 


techetical School for training Perſons up in Divine Know- 
ledge, and the firſt Principles of Chriſtianity, which was 
tounded, as it is believ'd, by St. Marl himielf; and ſhort- 
ly after Julian became Biſhop, the celebrated Pawtenns 
came Governor of this School. This Pantenus was a 
Vailian by Birth, and a renowned Siet Philoſopher, who 
ad recejv*'d his Chriſtianity from the very Diſciples of 
de Apoſtles; being highly eſteem'd for his Piety, Wis- 
wm and Learning, And whereas others before had diſ- 
harg'd the Duty of the Place in a more private Way, be 
Made the School more open and publick, freely teaching 
ul that addre(s'd themſelves to him; and that with fo 
ach Diligence and Dexterity, chat both the School and 
y became famous ia all Parts. His Care and _— 
12 muc 
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Shortly after, he march'd his Army towards the Enemy, A. D. 
with his Son Commedus, and gain'd great Advantages in a 179. 
War; that had not fewer Difficulties than the former. He An. Ph. 
fought ſeveral bloody Battels, where the Victoties were 12 
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much contributed towards the Advancement of the Chr;. 
ſtian Religion, which ſtill ſuffer'd great A fflictions in many 
Parts of the Empire. For we hear of many Martyrs a- 
' bout this Time, as Epipodus, and Alexander, who fuffer'd 
at Lyons; Benignus, at Dijon; Spenſippus, and many o- 
' thers, at Langres; Androches, Thyrſeus and Felix at Sau- 
lien, near Autun; Sympovian and Horella at Autun; Se. 
' verinns, Felician, and Exuperus, at Vienna; Marcellus, at 
Challon; Valerian, at Tornes; Cecilia, a Virgin, at Sicily; 
and Thraſexs, a Biſhop of Phrygia, at Smyrna. We have 
the Acts remaining of ſome of theſe; but much corrup- 
ted, and not ſo authentick as many others. 

Thus was the Church of Chriſt daily afflicted; but in 
Dion. the Beginning of the following Year 180, God thought Wl x 
Her d. fjt to give it eaſe; at which time the Emperor Antoninu Wl , 
fell into his laſt Sickneſs at Sirmium in Pannonia, being Wl ( 
in his third 2 againſt the Northern Nations. Here e 
be found many Things to diſquiet and diſturb his Philo- WF 4 
ſophical Temper, as his Conqueſts unſetled, his Enemies 0 
with their Swords in their Hands, and the People incl Nc 
nuble to revolt; but above all, the Youth and Unſteadi-W x 
neſs of his Son and Succeſſor Commoudas, which caus Wl 

him to declare, That he fear'd the Roman Empire would 
not be large enongh to contain his Vices. Strogling with Wy: 
theſe Difficulties, and fluctuating between Hope and Fear, by 
as his Death approach'd, he with great Tenderneſs r-WMp, 
commended the Care of his Son to his principal Friend MW; 
and Officers, and particularly charg'd them to make him bei 
ſenſible, That not all the Riches and Honours in the Un. be 
verſe, were ſufficient to ſatisfie the Luxury and Ambition bn 


wy A@N . mm «©. „ 


Tyrants ; nor their ſtrongeſt Guards and Armies able to d. du 
fend them from the Hatred and Inſults of their Subject. Wh; 
That no Tyrannical Princes ever enjoy long and peaceableye, 
Keigns, but only ſuch as by their Clemency gain the Hearuſ he 
of their People. That it was not they, 9 ſerv'd out 5WM 
Conſtraint, but ſuch as obey'd voluntarily, that would com be 
nue faithful in all Trials, and free from either Flattery les 
Treacbery. And laſi iy, That it was exceeding Difficuli ¶ vit 
and yet highly neceſſary for thoſe Princes to ſet Bound: ti yh 
their Paſſions, who had none to their Powers, ImmediateWhin 
ly aftertheſe InſtruQions, he was ſeiz'd with a Weaknel*Mo | 
which took away the uſe of his Voice, and brought hin p 
to his End the next Day. Dion ſays, that the Phylicial\Wſon 
when he began to be indiſpos'd, poiſon'd him to ingrat! Fat 
ate themſelves with his Son, who was very eager to ear 


freed 
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ri. ¶ (cd from all Conſtraint, Thus dy'd Antoninus Phileſs- 
b a Prince of profound Wiſdom and Underſtanding, 
1- WF and no leſs ſhining Virtues; but thoſe allay'd with ſuch 
ani Superſtition, as occafion'd innumerable Oppreſſi- 
0- Wi ons to Chriſtianity, which is far above the moſt ſublime 
. Philoſophy. But his Name will ever be plac'd among the 
K. beſt of the Heathen Princes, for his numerous and wor- 
at WF thy Acts; which, as well as his excellent Meditations 
ly; which he left behind him, may ſerve for noble Patterns of 
ave Wl Morality, even to Chriftians themſelves. His Death was 
up- infinitely regretted in all Parts; ſo that it ſeem'd as tho” 
de whole Glory and Proſperity of the Empire had dy'd 
in wich Antoninns, The Senate and People ador'd him be- 
gat fore his Funeral, pronounc'd him a ptopitious Deity ; and 
1% i 5 if it had been an inconſiderable thing to ere& him a 
0; Golden Statue, and decree him divine Honours; they de- 
ere i clar'd ſuch Perſons to be ſacrilegious, who had not in 
110- ¶ their Houſes ſome PiQure or Statue of the Emperor. He 
nes dd on the 17th Day of March, under the Conſulſhips of 
ci Conmodus and Annins Aurelius, being almoſt 39 Years of 
Age, and having reign'd 19 Years, and 10 Days. 


11 V. Upon the Death of Antoninus, his Son Commodus A. . 
— was without Conttdiction acknowledg'd as Emperor, firſt 13g, 


by the Army, then by the Senate, and ſhortly after by the Co u- 


re Provinces, He was now almoſt 19 Years of Age; moreMopus 
nde noble by Deſcent than any of the former Emperors, te g 
im i being the firſt that was born in his Father's Reigu; but — 4 
be did not imitate his Father in his Moral Virtues and his Emperor. 
7 Philoſophy, nor yet in thoſe malignant Effects they pro % 


duc'd againſt Chriſtianity, A few Days after his Father's &c. 
Death, he made great Promiſes of a juſt and regular Go- 
ferniment, and for ſome Space was willingly govern'd by 

the wiſe DireQions of his Father's | riends : 500 being ob- 
noxious to all Kinds of Flatteries, by reaſon of his Youth, 

he was ſoon led aſide by deſigning Men, and reſolv'd to 
leave the Wars, and return to the Pleaſures of Rome; not- 


withſtanding the juſt Argumems of the wiſeſt Counſellors, 
Who unanimouſly advis'd him to fer an End of this War 


f himſelf. With this Reſolution the Young Emperor wrote 
cio Rome, advertiting the Senate of his Coming; and for 
- a preſent Eaſe and Security, he made a very haſty, and 


ſome ſay diſhonourable Peace with the Enemy, which his 
Father had almoſt reduc'd to an entire Obedience. Then 


leaving a conſiderable Fotce on the Frontiers, he ſet for- 


13 Wards 
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Euſib. 


Tertul. 


. he aſcended towards Heaven, He deſpi 


wards towards Rowe; and in all the Cities through which 
he pals'd, he was receiv'd with N and Solem- 
nity, upon the account of his Father's Worth, and the 
Hoges conceiv'd of his happy Reign. At his Entrance in- 
to Rome, Qdaberthe ſecond, he was receiv'd in Triumph, 
with infinite Applauſes and Bleffings by all Men, who 
ſtrew'd the Ways where he paſs'd with all Kindsof Flow: 
ers. and Ornaments, ſhewing all pofſible Demonſtrations 
of Joy, and aſſuring themſelves of a good and worthy 
Prince from the Son and Grandſon of the two great An- 
toni nen. Nor were their ExpeQations immediately fruſtra- 
ted; far he continu'd near two Years with much Decen- 
cy and eration, tho” not without fome Tokens of a 
vicious Lemper. The Poor Chriſtians had of all others 


molt, Reaſoy ta rejoyce; for their Affairs were happily 
turn'd into a quiet and ſedate Poſture, and Peace encom:-, 


paſſed the Churches throughout the whole World. ln 
which Interim, the ſaving Word of God invited great 
Nymbers of all Ranks to the Worſhip of the true Dcity ; 
ſo that now many of thalſe in Rome, who were very emi- 
nent both for Riches and Neſcent, did, together with their 
whole Families, betake themſelves to the Faith, and be- 
came Chriſtians. 

Tho” the Church had ſo much Peace without, it was 
by Hereticks ſufficiently diſtyrb'd within ; and now parti. 
cularly by one Apelles, a noted Diſciple of Marcion, wha 
like hun aſſerted two Gods; one Good, the other Bad; 
the latter Author of the Law, and the former of the Goſ- 
pel. But afterwards he grew ambitious of being Founder 
of a new Sect, and fell in with a young Woman call'd 
Philumena, polleſs'd with an Evil Spirit, which ſhe pre- 
tended was the Holy Ghoſt. He then admitted but one 
God, made up of iufinite Parts, and allow'd Feſas only a 
Body of Air, which he diſtributed among the Elements as 

| is'd the Law and 
the Prophets, and a great Part of the New Teſtameut, 


and deny'd the Reſurtection of the Body, wth many 0- 


ther Hereticks. About the ſame time the Errors of An- 


taunus became ſo general and triumphant in the Leſſer A. 


ſia, that the Faithful of that Province thought fit to aſſem- 
ble at ſeveral Times, and divers Places about it: TI hey 
carefully examin'd the Nature of this new Prophecy, pro- 
nounc'd it impious and prophane, reje ed and condemn'd 
this Hereſie, and Excommunicated all its Followers. The 
Syudicon takes notice of a Council held at Hœierapolis by 

A dolinariſ 
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Apolinaris Biſhop of the Place, who with twenty fix other 
Bi eondemn'd- and excluded from the Church thoſe 
falfe Prophets, Montanxs, Mlaximilla and Theodotus. I his 
was the firſt Council we find, after that held by the Apo- 
ſites at Jeruſalem, in the Year' 40. In the ſame Year, 
Theophilus Biſhop of Amtiveb, one of the moſt vigorous. 
Oppofers of the Hereticks, who had written both a- 
ſt Marcion and Hermogenes, now wrote an excellent 
reatife againſt a learned Pagan call'd Antolycus, which 
is all we have remaining of his Works, It is divided 
into three Books; © contiſting of — Variety of Learn- 
ing and Reaſoning, wich which he clearly vindicated the 
i Chriſtian Religion againſt all the Exceptions of Antoly- 
' cus and the Heathens; and demonſtrated the Hiſtory of 
i Moſes, was more ancient, and more true, than any a- 
*mong them; and that their Poets had borrow'd their 
principal Stories from the Holy Scriptures. He is ob- 
ſerv'd to have been the firſt Author that apply'd the ve- 
iy Word Trinity, to the three Perſons in the Godnead. 
Not long after the writing of this Treatiſe, having been 
Biſhop of Antiuch about 13 Years, he dy'd ; and was ſuc- 
ceeded by Maximinus, who continued in the See about 
nine Years, and was the ſeventh Biſhop of Amntioeb after 
the Apoſtles. Hegefippas dy d at Nome, about the ſame 
me; mortly after which, that Church was extreamly di- 
0 WH furb'd by to hresbyters, nam'd Flormnus and Blaſtns, who A. D. 
ew away many trom the pure Faith. The former, a II. 
- Diſcipte of St. Polycarp, fell into the Valentinian Heretie ; Com. 
and moreover maintain'd, Thar God was the Author of 2_ 
; Kinds of Evil; for which he was degraded from his 3- 
” Whrieſthood by Pope Elextherus, Blaſtas forſook the Com- 
© W muvion of the Church, and rather ſeem'd to have made a 
1 Wchiſm, than form'd a Herefie; as is ſuppos'd from a Let- 
0 ter written to him by frenexs, intiul'd, De Schiſmate. 

The Emperor Commodus, had for a conſiderable Space A. D. 
„ WM hearkned to his Father's Friends; but now being excited 153. 
oy the Levity of his Femper, and corrupted by the Exam- Com, 
j ples of looſe Companions, he gave himſelf over to all _2_ 
| 
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Kinds of mean and extravagant Practices, regarding nei- + 
„ber the Honour © his Famify, nor the Dignity of his n 
once. He openly manifeſted his Lewoneſs and [nconti- Lamp, 
eence, ſpenging a great part of his Time with his Aﬀoci- 

+ es at infamous Houfes ; and waſting Days and Nights 

in Feaſtings, Banquetings, Bathings, and molt abominable 
Luxury, Sometimes he was a Small-Ware Merchang, 

14 ſometimes 
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ſometimes a Horſe-Courſer, ſometimes an Archer, other- 

times a Charioteer ; he cat and drank with Gladiators, 

was ſubſervient to common Proſtitutes, and appear'd to 

be born rather for the moſt vile and infamous U (es, than 

for the Government of the World. Theſe Actions, to- 
gether with his Cruelties and Oppreſſions, gave Occaſion 

to many conſiderable Periſous to form a Couſpitac 
againſt him, among whom his own Siſter Lucille 

was one; who envying the Greatneſs of the Empreſs 
Criſpina, became ſſociate, unknown to her Husband 
Pomperanns, The Manner of it being determin'd, the 
Charge of the Execution was given to young Pompetanus; 

who was firſt to ſtrike the Emperor, and the reſt of the 
Conſpirators to ſecond and aſſiſt him. But his open and 
audacious manner of Proceeding. fruſtrated the Deſign; 

for having had ſufficient Opportunity of diſpatching him, 

he inſultingly held up his Dagger, Jus. The Senate ſend; 

thee this; which gave (ome ot the Guards time to ſeize 

him, before he cou'd ſtrike the fatal Blow. This caus'd 

the Diſcovery of all his Accomplices ; and Lucilla, Quin- 
tianns, Quadratus, and the reſt of the Conſpirators were 
executed, beſides many other Perſons, wholly innocent, 
Theſe Executions were ſucceeded by thoſe of his Em- 

preſs 3 accus'd of Adultery, his Father's Couſin- 
german Funſtina, and great Numbers of the moſt Iluſtri- 

ous of the Rua Nobility. He executed many innocent 
Perſons, inſtead of others who were guilty, permitting 
Offenders and Criminals to eſcape for Mony : and if a- 

ny deſir'd to be reveny'd of an Enemy, by bargaining with 
Commodus for a certain Sum, he was allow'd to inflict 
Death, or any other Puniſhment. We are told ſeveral 
ſtrange and monſtrous Inſtances of his Cruelty ; and his 
Tyranny increas'd fo far, that at a publick Feſtival, fan- 

cying himſelf derided by the People, his impetuous Rage 

ſo tranſported him, that he gave Orders to Maſſacre all 

the Muliitude then preſent, and to burn the City; which 

had been executed, but that his Favourite Lætus deterr'd 

him from it. His Cruelties indeed were much owing to 

A. D. his wicked Favourites, of whom Perennis was firſt, who 
184. was made his Captain of the Guards, and was no leſs no- 
Com, torious for his Avarice and Cruelty, than eminent for his 
+ Valour and Hardineſs, During this Man's Authority, ma- 
. Dy Governments and Places were fold, many unjuſt Con- 
fiſcations and Seizures were made, and many horrible Bar- 
batities committed: Vet {till the Chriſtians eſcap'd, and 
were 
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were free from Perſecution, having a greater Breathing- 
time than in any of the latter Reigns; and Dion tells us, 
this was by the Mediation of this Emperor's beloved Con- 
cubine Marcia, who ſucceeding the Empreſs Criſpina, in 
all Things but the Title, had the greateſt Influence upon 
him; and favouring the Doctrine of the Chriſtians, pre- 
ſety d them from T ronble. | 

But ſtill the Church met with new Troubles from He- A. D, 
refies and Hereticks, and now particularly from one Marc, 183. 
one of the worlt of Valentinus's Diſciples, and no leſs re- Com. 
markable for Magick than Herefie, by which he is ſaid to «x 
havecaus'd Blood to appear in the Cup of the Eucharilt. He 
took a ſpecial Care to ſeduce Women, and chiefly the Rich , 
and Beautiful; under Pretence of making chem partake of 
the Spirit of Prophecy, and of that great and heavenly 
Gift, of which he declar'd himſelf the Fountain. He got 
vaſt Sums from the Rich, and Ire the Beautiful, 
that by conſenting to his wicked Defires, they acted pi- 
ouſly, and were repleniſh'd with the Holy Ghoſt. His 
Followers which were call'd Marcaſiant, were chiefly a- 
bout the K hoſue in Gaul. They had an Initiation, which 
they diſtinguiſh'd from the Biptiſin of Feſws Chrift, and 
call'd it a Redemption; and inſtead of a Trinity, they held 
a Quaternity, compos'd of Jneffability, of Silence, of the 
Father, and of the Trath, They affirm'd that Jeſus ſuf- 
fer'd not in Reality, but only in Appearance: They eſta- 


—_ cos a S HD ID WF __ 


* a. ©z 


> As ww. 


1; WW dliſh'd two Principles, oppoſire to each other; held with 
Valentins his Fancy of the Aenes, and deny'd the Reſur- 
th WJ reQtion of the Body, They continu'd till the fourth Cen- 


a, freely committing what Sins they way 7; fit, upon 
a Pretence of being more enlightned than St. Peter and 
dt. Paul. And St. Ferom ſays, that by means of theſe 
People the Baſilidian Heteſie was ſpread through the great- 
eſt Part of Gaul, and carry'd alſo into Spain. In this Year 
185, Monſ. Tillemont places the third Greek Verſion of 
the Old Teſtament after our Saviour's Birth, which was 
made by Theodution of Pontus, a Dilciple of Tatian, then 
m Ebionite or Marcionite, and laſtly a Few; who has ta- 
ten ſome what more Liberty in his Tranflation than A- 
ſuiſa, but not ſo much as Symmachus did in the Year 169, 
deing more exact than either, yet many Things are cut off, 
and additions made to it, as Origen obſerves, | 
The Chriſtians enjoy'd ſo much Freedom from Perſe- A. D. 
cution, that we find but one Martyr of Note in this 186. 
Reign, which was Apollonizs, an illuſtrious Senator, emi- Com. 
nent for his Philoſophy, and other Parts of Learning; s 


who 7. 


522 Cent. II.  Eceteflaſticel Hiſtory. Book Ill 
Fu. who being accus'd of profeſſing the Chriſtian Religion 
Jerom. 9 os Servant calt's . My was — meg the 
Jadgment-Hall before the Emperor's Favourite Perenni,, 

then Captain of the Guards. The Servant undertook his 
Accuſation in a unſeaſonabble Time for himſelf, for 

the Neſtript of M. Antoninns, which commanded the Chri- 

flies Accuſers to be puniſh'd with Death, being till in 

otce, Perennis condemn'd him firft to have his Legs 
droben, and then to be executed. Then he earneſtly ex. 
horted Apollonzus to renounce his Faith, and not to bring 

on his own Ruin; and finding him immoveable, ſince he 

was a Senator, he order'd him to give an Account of his 
Religion before the Senate. Aecordingly he appear'd in 

a full Houſe, where he made a learned and eloquent A- 
pology for the Chriſtian Religion; but notwithſtanding 

that, be was condemn'd to be beheaded, becauſe there 
was an ancient Law ſtill in Force, which ordain'd, That 
thoſe Chriſtians, who were once judicially accus'd for 

their Religion, ſhould not be acquitted if they did not for- 

ſake it, Not long after, the Senate, which had commit- 

ted this Injuſtice againſt one of its Members, was ſeverely p 
puniſh'd by the ynjuſt Deaths of many of the Senators; . 
occaſion'd not only by the Cruelties of Commodas, but 

alſo by the wicked Detigns of Perenxi;: which 


Means Perennis became vaſtly rich and powerful; and 
well knowing the great Luxury and Neglect of Comm e 
dus, he began to endeavour to gain the Empire to himſelf, W, 
and had made ſome ſucceſsful Progreſs in thatgreatAttempt. WI, 1 

t his Deſigus ſoon became apparent to att Men, and . 


the Multitude of Accuſations againſt him at length rouz d 
the Emperor from his Lethargy and Blindneſs, ſo that 
both he and his Sons, who were ſent into Iiyricum to 
draw the Legions to revolt, receiv*d the juſt Reward of 

their numerous Villanies. 
A. DP. Aſter the Death of Pereunis, the Emperor undertook 
187. to re many of his Acts; but continu'd not long in 
Com. that egulation, purſuing his Pleaſures, and ſuffering him- 
— ſelf to be govern'd by another Favourite nam'd Cleander, 
* a Perſon who for Cruelties, Rapines and Briberies, er- 
Herod, ceeded Perennis. His ill Practices occafion'd new Plot 
Din. and Conſpiracies againſt the Emperor's Perſon, particular- 
ly by one Maternus, who oraflifing all Kinds of Robbe- 
ries, gather'd together great Numbers of Banditti and 


Strangers, and waſled Gaul and Spain; and being thence. 


tepell'd, reſoly'd to attempt the Empire it ſelf, But de. 
| | 7 ſpairing 


. 
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pairing of attaiging it by Farce, he betook bim(elf to Stra- 

ugems; and taking Advantage from the annual Solemnr- 

3] kept in Honour of the Mother of their Gods, wherein 

i was lawful to imitate Magiftrates ot their Officers, he 
ſent ſome of his Soldiers privately arm'd to mix them- 
ſelves with the Emperor's Guards, and there to aſſaſſinate 
him. Rut his own Party, in Hopes of Advantage, dete- 
&ed him; and he and many others were executed. Not 
ng er ſucceeded a dreadful Peſtitence, accompany'd 

with a Famine; in which, as at many other times, C- 
anders Management became fo infupportable to the Peo- 

ple of Rome, that they taok up Arms, and tumnltuoufly 

march'd to Commodns, and requir'd to have his H 

And tho* the Emperor's Guards made fome Refiſtance, 

yet at length the Forrent became fo impetnous, that Cm 

modus Was conſtrain'd, tho* extreamly againſt his Will, 

to deliver up Cleander and his twa Sons, to the Mercy 

of the Moltitade, Commodus durft not puniſh this Tu- 

mult; but became fo ſower and ſufpicious of all Men, 

that he caſt off all Care of State Affairs, giring ear to e- 


4 


„oe waliciovs Informer, to the Ruin of many innocent 
Ioeions. No Men of Worth were admitted into his Pre- 
» eace, dut being rul'd by looſe and diſſolute Perſons, he 
a fell inta the Practice of all Kinds of Vice and Cruelty. 

4 About theſe Times, the great Irenæut, who had long 
" Weontended, and was beſt acquainted with the Princip 

f of all the Hereticks, ſet about that tearned and elaborate 
A. Vork Again Hereſies, which he divided into five Books, 
un tbe firſt, he diſptay'd the wild fantaſtick Notions of 
ach Sect trom S mon Magus to his Time, particular! 
1e Palentinians and Mu caſians: In the ſecond, he te. 
2 ' fated all their Principles, by thoſe of common Senſe and 
of ' Reaſon; In the third, by the Writings of the Apoſttes ; 

In the fourth, by the Wards of our Saviour; and in the | 
*, he explain'd ſeveral Paſfages of St. Paul, which the \ 
in ' Hereticks had miſtaken and abus'd, In alt which he | 
* hew'd a great Variety af ſacred and prophane Learning, ; 
tr, nd na leis Skill in interpreting the Scriptures ; retaining | 


igreat Number of Things, which the Diſciples of the 

apoſtles had taught by Word of Month. About the A. D. 
Time of the Appearance of this Work, alias Biſhop of 188. | 
de Alexandria dy d, after he had held this Dignity near ten Com. ; 
bers; and was ſucceeded by Demetrins, a celebrated 2 
= Man, who enjoy'd a long Poſſeſſion of it 43 Years, and 5. | 
ge. ihe eleventh Biſhop of Alexanaris after the * | 1 
** | h 
ing 6 
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lik St. Mark. Shortly after this Perſon's Entrance u 
his Bithoprick, ſome Iadian Emiſſaries defir'd him to {nd 
along with them ſome worthy and excellent Perſon, to 
preach the CHHiſtian Faith in thoſe Countries, None ap- 
pear'd qualify'd for this Errand like Paxntenxzs, Governor 
of the Catechetical School, as being a great Philoſopher, 
and incomparably furniſh'd with divine and human Learn- 
ing. Pantenzs, notwithſtanding all the apparent Difficul. 
ties and Hardſhips, joyfully undertook the Miſſion; there 
being at that time, as &x/ebizs informs us, many Evan- 
gelical Preachers, who inflam'd with a holy Zeal, in Imi. 
tation of the Apoſtles, were willing to travel up and down 
the World for enlarging the Bounds of Chriſtianity. lu 

this Journey we are inform'd, that he met with ſeveral of 
the [zdtaxs that retain'd the Knowledge of Chriſ, preach'd 
to them long ſince by the Apoſtle St. Bartholomew; 
whereof not the leaſt Evidence was his finding St. Mas- 
thew's Goſpel written in Hebrew, which St. Bartholomew 
had left behind him, and which St, Ferom ſays, Pante- 
nus atterwards brought back with him to Alexandria. Up- 
on his Departure from Alexandria, he was ſucceeded in 
his catechetical School by the famous Clemens, uſually 
call'd Clemens Alexandrinus, a Man of infinite Induſiry, 
who by his great Labours and Travels through the World, 
had gain'd a woggerful Skill in Philoſophy, and all Parts ' 

A. D. of Learning both Human and Divine. Not long after his | 

189. entering upon this uſeful Office of Catechiſt, he wrote 

Com. that remarkable Piece intituled An Eo ads Gen- 

tiles, in which he learnedly and rationally refuted the p 
10, + Follies and Impieties of the Centile Religion, and with | 
© the ſtrongeſt Arguments and laducements perſuaded 
Men to embrace Chriſtianity, About the ſame Time Bf 
there appear'd another eminent Chriſtian in Alexandria, 0 
which was Ammonius, call'd Saccas, ſrom his carrying. 0 
Sacks of Corn upon his Back; who now quitting his Em- 


ployment, betook himſelf to Study, and became one of fo 
the moſt learned and eloquent Men of thoſe Times, 4 Y. 
great Philoſcpher, and the chief of the Platonick Se, and a. 
. afterwards Maſter to the great Origen himſelf. x 


A. D. In the ſucceeding Year, MMaximmeus, Biſhop of Antioch 
190. dy'd, after he had been poſſeſs'd of that See about nine wh 
Com. Years; and was ſucceeded by Serapion, a Perſon noted 
. for his Eloquence and Writings, Who held that Diguity thi 


11. about 21 Years; and was the eighth Biſhop of Antioch at. 


— ter the Apoſtles, In the ſame Year there appear'd two Here WF 
| fiarchs OV 
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farchs in Galatia, nam'd Selencnus and Hermias, who did not 
only teach, with Hermogenes, that Matter was Eternal, 
and that the Body of Feſxs was lodg'd in the Sun, but al- 
ſo that God himſelf was Corporeal, that Mens Souls were 
taken from the Earth, and created by Angels, and that 
there was no other Reſurrection than the Generation of 
Children, They deny'd the Baptiſin of Water to be (uf- 
ficient, but inſiſted upon that of the Holy Ghoſt and of 
Fire, and accordingly they ſtigmatiz'd thoſe they baptiz'd 
with a hot Iron on the Forehead. 

And now the Emperor Commodus wallowing in all Lune. 
Kinds of groſs Impieties and ſenſeleſs Fooleries, fell into &c. 
new and unheard of Extravagancies, ſo as to reject his 
own and Father's Name, and inſtead of Commodas the 
Son of Antoninus, he commanded himſelf to be ſtil'd Her- 
cules the Son of Jupiter; and accordingly he forſook the 
Riman and Imperial Habit, and in a ridiculous Manner 
clad himſelf in a Lion's Skin, and carry'd about a great 
Club in his Hand. With this ſtrange Habit he appear'd 
in all Places, ſo that he became the Deriſion of ſome, and 
caus'd the lndignation of others; adding ſo many Execu- 
tions and Cruelties, that he became a Monſter of Man- 
kind, And as if Rome had not been ſufficiently afflicted 
by having ſuch a Governor, ſeveral other Calamities befel 
the yu About two Years before, the Capitol was burnt 
by Lightning, which likewiſe deſtroy'd the adjacent Build- 
ings, and particularly the famous Libraries, which had 
colt the Ancients & much Care to collect. And now a- f. D 


nother Fire broke out, which conſum'd the Temple of 191. 


Peace, and the Temple of Veſta, laying open ghe ancient Com. 
Image of Pallas to publick View, and then rag'd for ſe- 11 
reral Days before it cou'd be ſtopp'd. The Temple of tr. 
Peace was the largeſt and moſt beautiful Temple in the 

City, built by Veſpaſian, and beſides its own magnificent 
Ornaments, many rich Men lodg'd their Treaſures there 

for greater Security ; ſo that this Fire impoveriſh'd many 

more beſides thoſe whoſe Houſes were burnt, In this 
Year, and 12th of Commodus, Eleutberut, Biſhop of Rome 

(y'd, after he had held the Dignity about 15 Years; an 

was ſucceeded by Victor, an Aſian and Son of Felix, a Per- 

lon afterwards noted for his warm and violent Proceedings, 

who continu'd in the See about 10 Years, and was the thir- 
teenth Biſhop of Rome, after St. Peter and St. Paul. At 

this time flouriſh'd Tatian's Diſciple Rhodon, who wrote 
many Pieces againſt the Hereticks, but none of them are 

bow extant. In 
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A. D. In che following Vear Commodar having render'd himma 

192, both odiogs and deſpicable, became ſo extravagant, that 

Com. be reſolv id to lodge in a Feneing School the Night before the 

12 Feaſt of Janus, from thence to iſſue out next Day, hot 4; 

T3. . Emperor, bet as a common Gladiator to fence naked be- 

Hered. fore the People. Which ſtrange Reſölutſon being made 

known to his Friends, his beloved Marcia, his General 

Letus, and his Chamberlain Elecut, endeavour'd by all 

Methods of Perſuaſion to divert him from ſo mean and | 

diſhonourable a Deſign. But being provok'd, he com- 

manded their Departure, and retiring to his Chamber at 

Noon to repoſe himſelf, he wrote down the Names of 

thoſe three Perſons in a Book, and deſign'd them for Ex. 

ecution that Night, together with a great Number of Se- 

nators and rich Perſons, whoſe Eſtates were to putchaſe 

him Security from the Soldiers, ' This Writing was acci- 

dentally taken up by a little Boy, who was met with it 

by Marcia; who viewing the fatal Contents, diſcover'd 

all to Lens and Ele#us, who immediately reſo1v'd upon 

the Tyrant's Death, concluding upon Poiſon as the moſt 

ſafe which was ſpeedily adminiſter'd by Marci 

her ſelf, This immediately caſt him into a heavy Slum- 

ber, and Marcia to conceal all, caus'd the Cotnpany to 

retire, under Pretence of Reſt; but finding him awake 

and yomiting, ſhe and the reſt of the Conſpirators haſtily 

calld in a ſtout young Man call'd Narciſſus, and by ſhew- 

ing him his Name in the black Lift, edgag'd him to go 

in and ſtrangle the Emperor. Thus dy'd Commoda:, 1 

Prince who, as Lampridius ſays, liv'd only for his Sub. 

ors Miſchief, and his own Shame; and dy'd on the oth 

_ of December, being in the 3ziſt Year of his Age; 
having reign'd 12 Years, 9 Months, and 14 Days. 


h the Guards, and immediately repair'd to the 

PexTi- Houſe of Hlelvins Pertinax; and at Night perſuaded him 7 
xax, to undertake the Government of the Empire, carrying him 
the nine- to the Camp of the Prætorian Cohorts for that purpoſe. 
Kona The Soldiers being deceiy'd with a Report that their Ma 
Emperor, ſter's Death was natural, readily comply'd with the Con. 
Heres, Tpirators, and made Pertinax Emperor; and then being 
Cepicol. brought into the City, he was confirm'd by the Senate; 
which at the ſame time ſent an infinite Number of Curſes 

and MalediQions againſt Commodas and his Memory. Per 

rinaæ was the Son of an enfranchis'd Slave, now 68 Year: 

of Age, who had paſs'd through many (ſtrange 1 — of 

"Ort ule, 


A.D. VI The Conſpirators found means to carty the Dead 
193. Body t 8 


Chap. III. JULIANU'S the 20 Rom. Emp. 327 


Fortune, and was branded fort no remerkable Vice bat 
Avarice, which was one Cauſe of his Ruin. He began 
his Government with the Reſtraining the Licentiouſneſs 
of the Pretorias Soldiers, and their | nſolencies and Inju- 
ries uſually committed againſt the People in the late Reign. 
He baniſh'd Promoters and Informers, who again had crept 
into the State, and regulated many other Abuſes and Diſ- 
orders, tolerated in this Time; particularly, he ſold moſt 
| of the Buffoons and Jeſters of Commodus, eſpecially ſack 
as had obſcene Names; and alſo exacted a (tri& Account 
cer thoſe Servants to whom that Emperor had been profuſe 
WH in bis Donatives, He etitertain'd all Men honourably and 
courteouſly ; by which, and other Actions, he ſo 
WH grin'd the Hearts of the Senate and People, that all 
accounted themſelves happy, in having ſo worthy an Em- 
" WH peror. But the Pretorian Soldiers, too looſe to be te- 
form'd, ſoon took an inſaperable Prejudice 7 him. 
won the Account of his Frugality, and fri Diſcipline ; 
G and therefore endeavour'd to fet up ſome others againſt 
m, but with no Succeſs, And now having a | 
, Suſpicion, if not a certain Knowledge of the Murther of 
their belov'd Patron Commodus, they became more inve- 
terate, and withal ſo bold and inſolent, that they reſolv 
to uſe no more private Methods, but in an open hoſtile 
Manner to attack the Emperor in his Palace. ln order to 
which, a confiderable Body of them was drawn ont, who 
in a tumultuous Manner march'd through the Streets of 
Rome, with drawn Swords and other Weapons; and as 
their Motion was ſudden and impetuous, they enter'd the 
Palace, with little or no Oppoſition. The Emperor refus'd 
to fly, urging, That ſuch an Action was unworthy of bit 
Dignity __ 


paſt Deeds; and fo facing his Soldiers, in 
hopes of daunting them, he ſoon met with his Death from 
their Hands. This hapned upon the 28th Day of March, 
ater a ſhort Reign of twelve Weeks and three Days. 


lent, and proceeded to an unheard-of Piece of Arrogan- 1 


ut contrary to the Inclinatfon both of the Senate and 
'eople, who were however conſtrain'd to comply with a 
ower Which they could not reſiſt. This Juan was 

Grandſon 


The Soldiers after they had committed this execrable JY44- 
Fae, finding no Reſiſtance, became ſuperlatively Info» „ 


, which was to ſet the Empire to Sale, and give it to Roman 
e higheſt Bidder. The Competitors were only two, Sul- . 
Man and Julian; which latter obtain'd it of the Soldiers, Hoe. 


1 
! 


328 Cent. Il. Zcciiſiaſtical Hiſtory. Book Ill 


Grandſon to the famous Lawyer of that Name, who com- 
pos'd the Perpetual Euict in the Reign of Aariau, and 3. 
ut 57 Years of Age, which he never cou'd exceed. Fot 
tho“ he much endeavour'd to make himſelf popular, yer 
the Senate and People hated him, upon the Account of 
his ſcandalous Election; and the Soldiers themſelves were 
alſo difoblig'd by his bad Pay, and his covetous Tempe, 
"Theſe Cireumſtances gave an Occafion to the Comman- 
ders of the Armies abroad to aſpire to the ſame Dignity; 
and accordingly three of them ſet ap for themſelves, 7. 
Scennins Niger in the Eaſt, Septimus Severus in Illyricun, 
and Clodins Albinus in Britain. Severus lay the nearelt (0 
Rome, where Niger was molt defir'd ; but he by continuing 
at Antioch, inſtead of haſtening into Italy, gave Severus Op. 
portunity to get before him: For by croſſing the Apr 
with incredible ſpeed, he get to Ravenxa before any ei- 
pected him. His Pretence for taking the Empire was, to 
revenge the Death of Pertinax, whoſe Name he aſſum'd, 
to do himſelf the greater Honour, upon his firſt being pro- WF: 
_ claim'd in [ilyricum Julian endeavour'd to make ſome Wy 
Reſiſtance, but it did him no Service, his Courage and 
Management failing him; and when the Senate heard that 
Severus Was near the City with his Army, they declar'd 
Falian a publick Enemy, and order'd him to be (lain, up- 
on the 2d Day of June, after a ſhorter Reign than his Pre 
deceſlor, being only nine Weeks and two Days. 


SEVE- Upon the Death of Julian, Severus was immediately ac- 
RUS, knowledg'd Emperor by the Senate and People; as he 
— Pri drew near to the City, he ſent Order to all the Pretoria 
Roman Soldiers to come forth and receive him un-arm'd; 
Emperer. which was accordingly obey'd, in hopes of pleaſing and 
Dien. appealing him by their ready Obedience; for he had con- 
Hered. cealed his Deſigns from all but a few. But upon theit 
coming forwards with Laurel-Branches to pay him Ho- 
mage, they were ſuddenly ſurrounded by his Army; and 
ſo having reproached them with their barbarous and inta- 
mous Practices towards the Emperor and Empire, he com- 
manded them to be immediately ſtript of all their Military 
Habiliments, depriv'd them of the very Name and Honout 
of Soldiers, and baniſh'd them 1co Miles from Rome. And 
thus, with the Execution of ſome of the Ringleaders, he 
began his Reign, to the great Satisfaction of all Men. This 
Emperor was by Birth an African, of the City of Lepris, now 
about forty ſeven Years of Age; one who by his * 
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had attain'd to almoſt all Charges and Offices, wherein he 
purchas'd the Name and Reputation of a valiant, wiſe and 
excellent Commander. He was likewiſe commended for 
kis Wit and Learning, his Prudence and Policy, and his 
Vigour and Hardineſs ; but juſtly condemn'd for his Pu- 
viel Craft and Diſſimulation, his Freachery and [Infidelity 
and his Severity and Cruelty : In ſhort, his Temper and 
Circumſtances diſpos'd him to the Performance both of 
the nobleſt Acts, arid the bloodieſt Severities. He immediate- 
ly ſet abont the Regulation of many Abuſes in the City; 


„ind after thirty Days continuance, reſolv'd to march againſt 
0 Wl Niger, a formidable Rival, who had quietly poſſeſs'd him- 
S 7 of B zantium, and all the Eaſt. There was Reaſon 


alſo to dread what Albinus might do in his Abſence, who 
had declar'd for himſelf in Britain; therefore he ſent to 
him, and offer'd him the Partnerſhip in the Empire, with 
the Title of Ceſar; which was willingly accepted by Albi- 
nu, who eſteem'd it a good Bargain to obtain that with 
Eaſe, which he deſign'd to attempt by Force. And thus 
laying Albinus aſleep, the World was divided into two 
Factions, and a War began, as ſevere as any in the former 
Ages of the Roman State, highly remarkable for the Va- 


our of the Commanders, and the Number of the Forces, 
p- Doring theſe TranſaQions and Revolutions, the Church vr. 
r Kome 1 — to be infected with a new Hereſie, form'd £/?* 


by one Theodotns, formerly a Currier or Tanner of Byxan-· 

um; who in the laſt Perſecution, having out of Fear of 
Torments deny'd Feſus Chriſt, to vindicate his Apoſtacy, 

ded Blaſphemy to it; and with the Ebionites and Alogi, 
aught, that tho* our Saviour was conceiv'd by the Opera- 

on of the Holy Ghoſt, yet he was but a meer Man, on! 

celling others in Juſtice and Sanctity of Life. He ha 

ong lain hid at K«me; but afterwards employing what 
earning he had, and having form'd a Sect call'd Theodo- 

ans, he was excommunicated by Victor Biſhop of the Ci- 

7; and ſome ſay, condemn'd by a Council, together with 
famous Diſciple of his call'd Artemon. This Artemon 

ad alſo many Followers, who holding almoſt the ſame 
pinions, joyn'd with the Theodotians, and afterwards be- 

me a numerous and dangerous Sec. Theſe very boldly 

nd falſly aſſerted, That their Docttin was continually held 

| the Church till the Time of Pope Victor; after which, A. D. 
ey ſaid, it began to be corrupted, and the Truth of it 194. 
teſtion'd. About theſe Times, Clemens Alexanarinas Severi. 
rote his famous Work call'd Szromata; which conſiſts 2_ 
Vo I. II. K « of * 


his 
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of Miſcellaneous Diſcourſes, compos'd out of the Holy 
« Writings, and the Books of the Gentiles; both explain- 
© ing and confuting the Opinions of the Greeks and Barb 
© rians, the Sentiments of Philoſophers, and the Notions 
of Hereticks; inſerting Variety of Stories, and Treaſures 
© Out of all Sorts of Learning: Which, as he himſelf tells 
us, he therefore ſtil'd Stromata, that is, A variegated con- 
© texture of Diſcourſes ; which he compares not to a curi. 
© ous Garden, Where the Trees and Plants are diſpos'd in 
© exact Order, but to a thick ſhady Mountain, where Trees 
of all Kinds grow promiſcuouſly together,. He is ſup- 
pos'd to have ſhnewn ſomewhat too much of the Philoſo- 
pher in this Work, and to have expreſs'd ſome few Things 
not ſoundly or wagily ; yet capable of acandid Interpretz- 
tion, and ſuch as are often met with in the Writers of 
thoſe early Ages. 

In the mean time, Severus ſucceſsfully proceeded in his 
Expedition againſt Niger in the Eaſt; and nothing could 
withſtand the rapid Fortune of this proſperous Prince. or 
whether his Buſineſs was perform'd in Perſon, or by his 
Lieutenants, he was equally ſucceſsful. His Army fil 
landed in the Leſſer Aſia, near Cyz:ca7, where they attackt, 
defeated and flew AÆmilian, and after that engag'd with 
Niger himſelf, whom they overcame intwo Battels: The 
firlt was fought near Nice in Bichyyia, a City very faith 
ful to Niger's Intereſt; where his Army had been quite 
cut off, it they had not ſav'd themſelves by retreating into 
the City. The ſecond was near the Bay of Ius, at the 
Straights of Cilicia, where Alexander the Great had tor- 
merly overthrown Darius; after which Defeat Niger made 
his Eſcape to Antioch, where finding himſelf not ſafe, he 
fled towards the Euphrates; but being vigorouſly purſu'd, 
he was overtaken by ſome Soldiers, who cut off his Head, 
and carry'd it to Severus. This Emperor immediately gave 
Orders that Niger's Wife and Children ſhould be baniſh! 
from Rome, and as a Conqueror perform'd his Pleaſute 
upon the Vanquiſhd, deſtroy ing without Mercy great Num- 
bers who had joyn'd with Mer, and particularly demo- 
Iiſh'd the great City Antioch, which had aſſiſted his Adver- 


A. D. ſary. Theſe Succeſſes made Severus reſolve to puſh for: 
195. Wards, and puniſh all thoſe Eaſtern Princes who hed ta 
Seyeri. ken part with Niger, The Parthians and Adiabenians had 


2 


ſent in Men to his Aſſiſtance, and therefore he firſt attacki 
them; and in an Irruption which he made into Partbia, 


be took the City Niſibis, which he made the Frontier 


Town 
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Town of the Empire on that Side. Whilſt he was in Ale. 
ſepotamia, he heard that Byzantimm: had at laſt ſarrender'd 
0 his Forces. That City declar'd at firſt for Niger, and 
after he was dead, held out againſt Severxs, and endur'd 
one of the ſharpeſt Sieges mention'd in Hiſtory, The Sur- 
tender of Byzantium made him abſolute in the Eaſt, and 
he doubted not but to be ſo ſhortly in the HR, 

The Catholick Church, which had hitherto been at U- A. D. 
| BH nity within it ſelf, was now in danger of a Schiſm, about 196. 
de inconſiderable Controverfie of the time of Keeping of Scveti. 
"WH Exfter;; which was with great Violence reviv'd by Victor 2 
"WH biſhop of Rome, who endeavour'd imperiouſly to impoſe „ 
ne Roman Cuſtom of keeping it on the next Sunday after — : 


Co >. 


— 
- 
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the Fews/ Paſſover, upon the Churches of the Leſſer Aſia, 
and all others who obſery'd the contrary Uſage. And be- 
cauſe they did not yield, he raſhly ſent out his Excommu- 
nication againſt them; not only endeavouring, but, as Ex- 
ſebias explains it in the following Words, actually proſerib- 
ing and pronouncing them cut off from the Communion 
of the Church. The Afratichs little regarding the fierce 
Threatnings from this Biſhop, under the Conduct of Poly- 
rates Biſhop of Epheſus, ſtood their Ground; Juſtifying 
their Obſerving it upon the 14th Day after the Appear- 
' ance of the Moon, after the Rule of the Few: Paſſy- 
ver; and this by conſtant Tradition, and uninterrupted 
© Uſage, deriv'd from the Apoſtles St, John and St. Phi- 
' lip, St. Polycarp, and ſeveral others to that Day, All 
which he wrote to Victor, but prevail'd nothing to prevent 
lis rending the Church in ſunder. For the Compoſute of 
this unhappy Diviſion, Synods or Councils were call'd in 
divers Parts of the World; as befides one in Rome, one 
in — — ey Biſhop of Ceſarea, and Nar- 
"ſus Biſhop of Feruſalem, another in Pontus under Pal- 
mus, another in Corinth under Bacchillus, another in / 
droena in the Eaſt; with many Biſhops in other Places; 
who- were very ready in their Endeavours to quench the 
common Flame; and tho? they agreed with Victor in the 
main Controverſie, yet they all in their Epiſtles blam'd his 
Management; and advis'd him rather to mind what con- 
tern 'd the Peace of the Church, and the Love and Unity 
of Chriſtians among each other, But the moſt conſidera- 
dle of all was the excellent Freneas, who as Euſebius ob- 
ſerves, in this Matter truly anſwer'd his Name, in his 
feaceable and healing Temper. For having conven'd a Sy- 
nod in Gawd of 13 Bi — 2 full Debate of the Mat- 
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ter. he wrote a Synodical Epiſtle in their Name to Vicbor: 
Wherein he acknowledg'd the Agreement with him in 
© the Controverſie, but calmly and gravely advis'd him to 
© beware how heexcommunicated whole Churches, for ob- 
© ſerving Cuſtoms deriv'd to them from their Anceſtors : 
© That there was as little Agreement in the Manner of 
the Preparatory Faſt before Eaſter, as in the Day it ſelf; 
* ſome thinking they were to Faſt but one Day, others 
two, others more; and ſome meaſuring the Time by 1 
© continual Faſt of 40 Hours: And that this Variety was 
of long ſtanding, and had crept into ſeveral Places, while 
© the Governors of the Church, who took leſs Care about 
© theſe different Cuſtoms, ſtill maintain'd a fincere Love 
© and Peace towards one another; a Thing practis'd by 
© his pious Predeceſſors, particularly Anicetus towards Fo- 
* lycarp; who tho' they could not ſo far convince each 
© other, as to lay aſide their different Uſages, did yet mu- 
© tually embrace, communicate together, and peaceably 
© part from each other. This Father alſo wrote many o- 
their Epiſtles of the like nature to other Biſhops, and pro- 
bably with very good Effect; for tho' the Afraticks did not 
lay aſide their Cuſtom, yet it does not appear that the U- 
nion between them and the Biſhops of Rome was there- 
upon diſcontinu'd. All continu'd their own Cuſtoms in 
all Places, 'till a full Determination was made of this 
Matter in the Council of Nice, 129 Years after. 
During theſe Diſturbances in the Church, there were no 
leſs Diſturbances in the State; for Severus, who particu- 
larly defir'd to be ſucceeded by his Sons Caracalla and 
Geta, found it high time to remove Albizns, who daily 
increas'd in Strength and the Favour of the Romans. Ac- 
cordingly, having ſetled all Things in the Eaſt, and de- 
moliſh'd the great City of Byzant:zm, and given his Son 
Caracalla the Title of Ceſar, he made uſe firſt of ſecret 


A. D. Methods to deſtroy him, and atterwards of open War. At 
197, firſt Albinus had the Advantage; but at length Sever 
Severi. meeting him in Perſon near Lyons, February the 17th, after 


4 


5. 


a molt obſtinate Fight routed his Army, and forc'd him to 
make his Eſcape. But that prov'd to no purpoſe, for he was 
ſoon kill'd, and his Head carry'd to Severus, who ſent it 
erected upon a Pole in Triumph to Kome; whither allo 
he rceturn'd himſelf, after he had Ttais'd vaſt Sums of Mon) 
by confiſcating the Eſtates of the moſt conſiderable Men 
in Gaul. At his Return to Rome, he upbraided the Senate 


With their Love to Albiuus, and their Ingratitude to him ; 
8 — 
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and in Diſgrace of that venerable Aſſembly, he renew'd 
the Memory of the Tyrant Commodus, call'd himſelf his 
Brother, and on Juue the ad, made him to be canoniz'd, 
and ador'd as a God; He alſo condemn'd to Death great 
Numbers of the Senate and Nobility of Rome, who had 
been Friends to Albinus or his Party; producing Letters a- 
gainſt them, and alledging other Proofs and Reaſons, of 
which ſome are ſuppos'd to have been forg'd, He us'd the 
like Severity to many eminent Perſons of Niger's Party; 
and in this being incited by Avarice as well as Revenge, 
many conſiderable Ladies cou'd not eſcape his Fury. 


The Firry GENERAL PERSECUTION, 


VII. In the midſt of all this Blood and Cruelties, the EAN. 
innocent Chriſtiants, who had enjoy'd Reſt for about 17 Ten. 


Years, were again afflicted and perſecuted ; but at preſent 
neither by the Order, nor the Encouragement of Severas, 
who in the former Part of his Reign was very favourable 
to Chriſtianity. He had been recover'd formerly out of a 
Fit of Sickeſs, by the Intercefſion of one Procalus Tor- 
bacio, a Chriſtian, who anointed him with Oyl, according 
tothe Apoſtle's Command, James 5. 14. and the Practice 
of the Primitive Church; ſo that he knew by Experience 
of how great Efficacy the Chriſtians Prayers were with the 
Phyſician of all Men. And he was ſo ſenſible of this Be- 
nefit, that he ſent for Procalxs, who was Steward to Evo- 
das his Son's Governor, and kept him in the Palace till 
he dy'd; and when ſome Romans of both Sexes, and of 
great Quality, were afterwards accus'd of Chriſtianity, he 
acquitted and applauded them, and openly check'd the 
Madneſs of the People. His Court ſeem'd to be an Aſy- 
lum for Chritiaxs, for a long time; for his Son Caracal- 
ls Nurſe was a Chriſtian, and when he was a Child, he 
expreſt ſo great an Indignation at the Puniſhment of one 
of his Play-Fellows who ſtood up for his Religion, that 
he was not eaſily pacify d. Beſides, the Behaviour of the 
Chriſtians towards Severus, was a great Inducement to 
him to be very favourable to them; for he who took no- 
tice of every Thing, cou'd not but ſee, that in all his 
Wars they never appear'd againſt him, neither joining with 
Niger nor Albinus: The Concerns of another Life were 
chiefly in their View, and they willingly left this World 
{0 thoſe buſie Men, who were ry to put every Trang 
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into confaſion to obtain it. But notwithſtanding this 
Prince's Fayour, the People's Fury prevail'd; eſpecially in 
his Abſence from K me, ſo that a Perſecution broke out, 
and was continu'd for five Years, before it was counte- 
nanc'd by the Emperor's Edicts; the Chriſtians being pro- 
ſecuted by the Standing Laws of the Empire, which not 
only forbad all Religions not approv'd by the Senate, but 
alſb all Corporations und Societies not eftabliſh'd by the Im- 
perial Power. The wonderful Progreſs of Chriſtianity, 
the infinite Numbers of the Believers, with the many M. 
racles ſtill perform'd by them, gave a mighty jealouſie to 
their Pagan - Adverſaries; who loaded them with all kinds 
of Calumnies, and us'd all poſſible Methods to ſuppreſs 
them. The People, upon all publick Misfortunes, cry'd 
out to havethe Chriſtians caſt to the Lions, upon Suppo- 
ſition that they occaſion d all Calamities ; and upon pub- 
lick Feſtivals, they ſometimes tore their Bodies out of the 
Graves, and cut them in Pieces, Many ſuffer'd by Fire, 
by Sword, and by wild Beaſts; and others after cruel 
Scourgings and other Torments, dy'd in Priſon ; and all 
without Complaint or Reſiſtance, but with Joy and Thank- 
fulneſs, for having 12 — of glorifying their Maſter 
by their Sufferings. Tho' there were many Martyrs in 
— Beginning, yet we find not the Names of any till the 
Year 200. 


Not long before this Perſecution, appear'd that celebta · 


ted Champion Tertall:an, the Son of a Roman Centurion 
of Carthage, where he was born and educated in the Ja. 
gan Religion. He had been brought up in all the Accom- 
pliſhments which the Learning of the Greeks and Roman, 
cou'd produce, but he was in a particular Manner skill'd 
in the Roman Laws; for which Reaſon ſome have thought 
him an Advocate. He was a Man of a moſt acute Wir, 
and a nice Inquiſitor into all things ; ſo that being con- 
vinc'd by the powerful and trinmphant Efficacy of the 
Chriſtian Faith above all others, in the Beginning of K.. 
verus's Reign, he forſook his Paganiſm, and was Baptiz'd; 
and for ſome few Years he continu'd the moſt renowned 
Profeſſor, and the moſt ſhining Light in the Chr:/#:a1 
Church. He ſoon ſet himſelf to write concerning that 
Religion he had undertaken, and publiſh'd four remarkable 
Pieces before, or about the Beginning of the Perſecution; 
namely, of Penance, of Prayer, of Baptiſm, and of Pair 
ence; and alſo two others about the Ornaments and Dreſſe! 


of Women, not long after. In all which, he ſhew'd him. 


ſel! 
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ſelf a rigid Cenſor, a ſtrict Obſerver of Rites and Difci- 
pline, and a zealous Aſſerter of the moſt nice Sevetities 
of 1 Which Principles being at length carry'd too 
far, and with a ſtiff and violent Temper, brought him into 
Montan in, and other Errors, as we ſhall obſerve in its 


ar lace, ; 
he Emperor Severut made no long ſtay in Rome; for Hered. 
being ambitions of Honour, and defirous to be reveng'd Dion. 


of ſome Kings who had affiſted his Enemy Niger, he with 
his accuſtomed 9 and Celerity departed towards the 
Eaſt with a conſiderable Force. Arriving in Afia ſooner 
than any could expect him, he immediately began the War 
in Armenia, threatning Barſemius King of the Atreni, who 
had been a particular Friend to Mger. The King of Ar- 
menia dutſt make no Reſiſtance, but ſent the Emperor Pre- 
ſents, ſued for Peace, and gave ſach Hoſtages as he re- 


535 


. ; 


quir' d. Whereupon this valiant Prince turn'd his Forces A. D. 


againſt Arabia Felix, where was then a Mutiny, and took 198. 


and plunder'd ſeveral Cities; and from thence return'd Seveti. 


againſt the Frontiers of the Atreni, and inveſted the City 
Atre, the Metropolis of that Country. But being unable 
to take it ſoon, by reaſon of its Situation and the exceſ- 
five Heats, he immediately took Water, and failing along 
the Exphrates, ſucceſsfully landed in the Confines of the 
Parthians and Perſians, who in his Abſence had invaded 
the Empire. Here with wonderful Expedition, he took 
Celencia, Creſiphon and Babylox, and plunder'd and waſted 
whereſoever he came ; which was accounted the more 
ſignal Conqueſt, becauſe the Romans ſtood in greater Fear 
of the Parthians, than of any other Nation. In the ſame 
Year he miade his Eldeſt Son Caracalla Partner with him 
in the Empire, gave him the Tribunitian Power, and the 
Title of Aaguſtus, June 2. and he alſo gave the Title of 
Ceſar to his Younger Son Geta, In this Year Tertullian 
tells us of a ſtrange Appearance of a Figure of a walled 
City in the Air, in Fades, for forty Mornings ſucceflive- 
ly; which the Montaniſts and other Millenarians imagined 
to be the new Feruſalem, where they were to live happily 
a thouſand Years, | 


In the time of this ſtrange Sight, flouriſh'd Narciſſus Euſch, 


Biſhop of Jeruſalem, the 15th Biſhop of the Uncircumci- 
lion, from the Year 137, and the 3oth from the Apoſtle 
St. James, a Perſon celebrated both for his Piety and his 
Miracles; particularly, for his changing Water into Oyl, 
ln a time of great Want. After he had been ſome few 
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A. D. Years Biſhop, and of a moſt ſtrict and exemplary Life, 
199. ſome profligate Perſons who fear'd to be cenſut'd and pu- 
Severi. niſh'd by him for their Crimes, by Way of Prevention ac- 


6 


— 


7. 


cus'd him of Incontinency ; and to confirm their Accuſa- 
tions, they added both Oaths and Imprecations : The firſt 
wiſh'd to be conſum'd by Fire, the ſecond deſired to be 
waſted with Leproſie, and the third to loſe his Sight, if 
their Allegations were not true; which notwithſtanding 
were not believ'd by the Faithful, becauſe the whole Courle 
of his Life had been unblameable. But Narciſſus being 
unable to endure the Burthen of ſo great a Scandal, and 
being inclinable to a Philoſophical Life, retir'd himſelf 
from his Church, and liv'd many Years in Solitudes, and 
obſcure Fields. But the great Eye of Juſtice would not 
connive at what paſs'd; and theſe wicked Men ſoon found 
the fatal Effects of their Imprecations ; For the firſt was 
burnt in his Houſe, with his whole Family; and the ſe— 
cond was cover'd with that Diſeaſe which he had wiſh'd 
for; but the third, ſeeing the End of the two former, and 
fearing the juſt Vengeance of Heaven, publickly confels'd 
the whole Plot, and by daily pining and lamenting, and 
continual weeping, at length loſt his Eye-ſight. Upon 
the Retreat of Narciſſzs, the Church proceeded to the 
chuſing another Biſhop; and before his Return to Jeru- 
ſalem, he had three ſeveral Succeſſors, Pius, Germanio, 
and Gordias, 


A. D. The Perſecution, which in a great Meaſure had been 
200, confin'd to the City of Rome, within leſs than two Years 
Severi. reach'd Africk and the City of Carthage, where Vigilins 


an 
7. 


Saturninus was Governor, and the firit in that Country 


that employ'd the Sword againſt the Chriſtiant. In which 


Place, we have an Account of the Martydom of Spera- 
tus, and twelve others, call'd by the Name of Scillitain,, 
probably from the Place of their Habitation, who after a 
conſiderable Dialogue with Saturniuut, and a couragious 
Declaration of their Faith, were all condemn'd to be be- 
headed. Theſe Severities towards the Chriſtians, and the 
innumerable Hardſhips they ſuſtain'd in all Places, rous'd 
up the Spirit of the mighty Tertullian. and caus'd him to 
publiſh his famous Apology, which he dedicated to the Ma- 
giſtrates and Governors of the Roman Empire: Where- 
in with incomparable Eloquence, Evidence and Strength 
© of Reaſon he pleaded the Cauſe of the diſtreſſed Chri- 
* ftians; complaining of the Unreaſonableneſs and 1njuſtice 
* of their Enemies, with all the illegal aud irregular wt 
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© thods of their Proceedings; largely demonſtrating both 
the Vanity, and the Falſhood of the Crimes vulgarly 
t charg'd upon the Chriſtians, as their being guilty of 
+ Blood, Inceſt, worſhipping an Aſs's Head, Cc. ni- 
* feſting their Meekneſ $ and lnnocency, their Temperance 
and Chaſtity, their ſublime Piety to God, their inviola- 
© ble Obedience to their Prince, the Soundneſs of their 
principles, and the Sanctity of their Lives, beyond all 
© poffible Exception. By Way of Proof, he inſtanc'd in 
© the Antiquity of the Books of Moſes, the PrediQtions of 
© the Prophets, the Authority of Pilate's Relation concern- 
ing Chriſt, and the miraculous Eſcape of Antoninus. 
© And in the Concluſion he ſhew'd, that the Virtues of 
© the Chriſtians were much more excellent and ſublime, 
than thoſe of the Pagan Philoſophers. Not long after 
he publiſh'd his two Books, To the Nation,; which were 
almoſt of the ſame Subject with the Apology; in which 
the greateſt Part of that is repeated, but put into another 
Order, and more enlarg'd. About the ſame time he 
wrote his Scorpiacus, which was deſign'd for a Remedy 
againſt the Scorpion-Poiſon of thoſe Hereticks, who dil- 
ſuaded the Chriſtians from ſuffering Martyrdom. And to 
pea a Word in Seaſon, he alſo wrote a molt pathetical 

reatiſe to the Chriſtians in Priſon, intituled An Exhorta- 
tion to the Martyrs; wherein he powerfully incited them 
to Patience and Perſeverance to the laſt Moment of Life. 
Befides theſe Pieces, he wrote about this time a remark- 
able Treatiſe call'd, Of Preſcriptions, againſt Hereticks ; ſo 
nam'd, becauſe it ſhew'd, that their Doctrines were not 
to be admitted, by Reaſon of their Novelty; for he ob- 
ſery'd, * That they could not reckon their Original from 
the Time of the Apoſtles, nor could ſhew a Succeſſion 
of Biſhops, from their Times, as the Catholick Church 
* could, This Book was wrote particularly againſt Her- 
mogenes, Marcion, Falentinus, with many others. 

There never was a greater Occaſion for writing againſt C, 
Herefies : For befides the ſeveral Hereticks formerly taken — 
notice of, about this time there appear'd the Docetes, and 
the Patripaſſians, The former were more ancient, againſt 
whom St. John, St. Ignatius, and St. Polycarp aſſerted the 
Truth and Myſtery of the Incarnation, and they were a 
Branch of the Gnoſticks, This Hereſie was reviv'd about 
this time by one Julius Caſſianut, one of the Valentinian 
Se; and his Followers obtain'd the Name of Docetes, 
from engt, to appear; becaule they believ'd and taught, 

ne bo | that 
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that the Aftions and Sufferings of eſs Eris were not 
in Reality, but only in Appearance, The Doctrine of 
the Patripafſians was broach'd by one Praxeas, a Perſon 
of Afi of a turbulent Temper, as moſt Hereticks were; 
who upon the account of his ſuffering a ſhort Impriſon- 
ment for Chriſtianity, vainly attributed to himſelf the ho- 
nourable Title of Martyr, and diffus'd the Poiſon of his 
Error both in Rome and Africk, At Rome he prevented 
Pope Victor from acknowledging the new Prophecies of 
Alontanus, and caus d him to revoke ſome Letters in Fa- 
vour of that Set. Here he taught his Heretical Opini. 
dns, and afterwards in Africk, where Tertullian oblig'd 
him to secant ; but in a ſhort time after he again publiſh'd 
his Doctrine, and taught; that there was but one Perſon 
in the Trinity; that the Father was the ſame with Jeſu; 
Chriſt, who was incarnate, - born of the Virgin, and ſuf- 
fer'd upon the Croſs. So that his Followers who were 
at firſt call'd Praxeaxs, were afterwards call'd Patripaſj- 
— becaule they attributed the Paſſion to the Father him. 
elf. 

Thus we have got over the Actions of two Centuries, 
over five General Perſecutions, and into the midſt of the 
ſixth; in which the Church of God daily increas'd, and 
became more and more triumphant, in ſpite of the Malice r 
of all the Powers of Earth and Hell. And here it is te- : 
markable, that belides the terrible Perſecutions that ha- 
raſs d the Church, and ſeem'd to tear it in Pieces, the De- 
vil made uſe of three very ſubtle Methods to ruin the T 
Chriſtian Religion, Firſt, becauſe the extraordinary Mi- MI 
racles of the Sun of God were a notable Confirmation of ; 
the Truth and Divinity of his Doctrine, he oppos'd the 
Impoſtures of S;mox Magus, and Apollonins Tyanens to his 
real Miracles. Secondly, becauſe the Holineſs of Our 80 ful 
viour's Life and Precepts was a powerful Perſuaſive to in- WM 
cline the World to Converſion, he introduc'd into the the! 
molt Sacred Offices of Religion all Sorts of Luſts adi j1 | 
Impurities, by his Inſtruments the Gzoſticks and Carpocr- WM © 


tians, who adopted their Vices into the Number of their i 

Myſteries; to whom are to be attributed the Inceſts audi , 5: 
Scandals unjuſtly charg'd upon the Orthodox 1 Th, 
And thirdly, leſt theſe ſhould prove ineffectual, that ht Her 
might incline the World to be careleſs and vile, he taugli oY 
by the Mouths of Marcion, Blaſtus, and Horinus, That He! 
God was the Author of Sin, that he might ſuperſede all na 


Laws, and enetvate the Force and Vigour of all Divin 
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lajunctions. Yet 8 all theſe powerful Ef- 
forts, the Church of God, afflicted with Perſecution with- 
out, and wounded with Hereticks within, till ſtood firm 
upon an impregnable Rock, gather'd Strength, increas'd, 
ſhin'd, and became the Wonder and Surprize of all the 
created Beings of the Univerſe, 


— * — 


6 


CHAP. IV. 


From the Middle of the Fifth Perſecution, 
and Concluſion of the Second Century, to 
the Beginning of the Sixth General Per- 
ſecution of the Church under the Emperor 

Maximinus, 


— 


Contatning the Space of about 35 Tears. 


| HE Chriſtian Religion had now diffus'd it ſelf A, D. 

g through all the known Parts of the World; but 201. 
more fully and triumphantly in the vaſt Roman Seveti. 

Empire, where it was moſt violently oppos'd, and met 

with the moſt terrible Conflicts. Chriſtians were now in 7 

the Cities, Towns, and Villages, in the Camp, in the Se- x,,,, 

nate, in the Palace, and in all Places beſides the Pagan Latant. 

Temples and Theatres; and that in ſach Numbers and El. 

Multitudes, that Tertullian aſſutes us, that if they had una- 

nimouſly retir'd to any other Country, the Empire would 

have become a mere Deſatt and Solitude. All the Cruel- 

ties of the Gentiles were to no effect; but a more power- 

ful Invitation to others to encreaſe their Party ; the oftner 

they mow'd them down, the faſter they ſprung up; and 

their Blood was a Seed that grew up to a more plentiful 

Harveſt; and tho* ſeveral of the Gentiles had us'd their 

utmoſt Eloquence to exhort Men to Patience under Suffer- 

ings, yet they could never make ſo many Proſelites with 

their Arguments, as the Chriſtiant did by their Actions. 

The Patience and Sufferings of the moſt Virtuous and 

Heroick Romans, were as far ſhort of thoſe of the Chriſti- 

ant, as their Philoſophy, was of the others Divinity. Their 

Heroes choſe Death when they were no longer able to 

bear the Shame and Miſery of Living: But the * = 

. ac? 
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brac'd that, and all Torments, when they might have com- 
manded all the Conveniences and Pleaſures of Life : RB 
which means they became triumphant in the midſt of the 
molt imaginable Difficulties. And this was the State of 
Chriſtianity in the third Century; in the firſt Year of 
which, and tinth of Severus Vickor, Biſhop of Rone, dy'd, 
ſome ſay by Martyrdom, after he held this Dignity about 
ten Years, He left ſome little Tracts behind him, parti- 
cularly concerning the Time of keeping of Eaſter ; and 
according to St, _—_ he was the firſt Eccleſiaſtical Ay- 
thor who writ in the Latin Tongue, which mult be be- 
fore thoſe of Tertullian and Apollonius. He was ſucceed- 
ed in the Church by Zephyrinus, a Roman, and Son of 
| Habundins, who continu'd Biſhop about 18 Years, and 
was the fourteenth Biſhop of Nome, after the Apoſtles 
| | St. Peter and St. Paul. 
| Sport. The Emperor Severus had now continu'd above three 
E»ſcb. Years in the Eaſt ; where, belides ſeveral Wars, he made 
many Regulations and Alterations. At length paſſing 


fk 
— 


A. D. through the Country of Paleſtine, in the tenth Year of ni 
202. his Reign, to gratifie his Heathen Subjects, he forbad all Ex 
Severi. Perſons, under the ſevereſt Penalties, to turn either Jew; his 
„ or Chriſtians; which Edict very much reviv'd and en- ſuc 
10. Creas'd the fifth General Perſecution of the Church. And WW 
becauſe this Perſecution now rag'd more than ever, and * 

re 


Severus himſelf was ſo. concern'd in it, who before was a 
Friend to the Chriſtians, many Writers make the fiſth Per- Hit 
ſecution to commence this Year. The Governors of W'Y* 


Provinces, and the bigotted People being let looſe, ſuch Sac 
Severities and Cruelties were practis'd in moſt Parts, that * 
ter 


the Chriſtians of thoſe Days verily believed that the Times 
of Antichriſt did then take Place; particularly Juda an , A. 
Eccleſiaſtical Writer, mention'd by 8 who wretea Lyon 
Commentary upon Daniel's Seventy Weeks, and a Chrono: ber 
logy ending at the tenth Year of Severus, This Emperor tlere 


going into Agypt to view all the Rarities and Antiquities infor 
of that Country, caus'd the Perſecution to rage in a more Nen 
particular manner at Alexandria; to which Place, as Es- — 

ON 


ſebius obſerves, the molt ſelect Champions of the Chriſt: 
ans were brought out of all egypt and Thebais, as to the 
nobleſt $/a4inm of the Almighty, to ſuffer all Sorts of 
Torments and Deaths, and to be encircled with Crowns 
of immortal Bliſs. This Perſecution caus'd many Chri/tt- 
ansto retice from Alexandria, and among the reſt, the ce- 


lebrated Clemezs, who was conſtrain'd to quit his greil 
(Cate: 


Catechetical School, and go over to Cappadocia; which 
Method he had vindicated in his Sromata, ſince flying in 
Perſecution was according to our Saviour's own Advice. 


Among the many Martyrs, Leonides, Father to the re- 


nown'd Origen, was firſt impriſon'd, then beheaded, and 
all his Eſtate confiſcated. During his Imptiſonment, young 
Origen, now but 17 Years of Age, began to diſcover a 
mol impatient Deſire of Martyrdom ; and becauſe he 
knew the deplorable Eſtate wherein his Father was like to 


leave his Wife and Children, might probably have great 


Influence upon his Mind, he by Letters paſſionately ex- 
horted him to perſevere to the laſt; adding this Clauſe a- 
mong others, Take heed, Sir, that your Care for us do not 
make you change your Reſolution, And he himſelf had 
bone not only to Priſon, but to the very Block with his 
Father, had not his Mother us'd all imaginable Arts to 
dert him; as firſt, Tears and all kinds of Endearments, 
and afterwards hiding all his Cloaths, ſo that mere Shame 
confin'd him to the Houſe: A mighty Inſtance of a juve- 
nile Forwardneſs and Maturity. Tus Origen had a molt 
excellent and religious Education beſtow'd upon him by 
his Father, who was ſo pleas'd to find him in his Youth 
ſuch an admirable Proficient in the Holy Scriptures, that 
to give vent to his Joy, he frequently went into his Cham- 
der when he lay aſleep, and reverently kiſs'd his naked 
Breaſt, as a noble Treaſure of an early Piety, and a divine 
Pirit, He had likewiſe learnt all the luſtitutions of the 
two great Maſters Clemens Alexandrinus, aud Ammonizs 
daccas; and by means of his Studies and natural Abilities, 
te was not only then a Miracle of his Years, but became 
afterwards the Wonder of the whole Age. 
As the Perſecution rag'd at Alexandria, fo no lefs at 
Lyons, where Severus had been formerly Governor, and 
Where Jrenæus Biſhop of the Place was a ſhining Liglu. 
Here, as Gregory of Toxrs, and the ancient 282 
inform us, Irenæus having been prepar'd by ſeveral Tor- 
ments, was at length put to death, and together with him 
amoſt all the Chriſtians of that great and populous City, 
Whoſe Multitudes could not be enumerated; ſo that the 
directs of the City flow'd with the Blood of Chriſtians. 
enen was above 24 Years Biſhop of this City, and a 
Ferſon whoſe profound Learning was accompany'd wich 
eat Prudence, Humility and Charity; ſo that he wanted 
0 neceſſary Qualification of a good Chri/tran, an accom- 


ld Biſhop, and au able Eccleſiaſtical Writer. Vet he 
is 
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is obſerv'd, 2s well as Juſtis Martyr, to have held ſome 
Opinions not ſtrictiy Orthodox, and to have had one Fail 
ing, common to him and many other ancient Author, 
IR, *. 1333 weaken'd and darken'd the moſ 
„certain Truths eligion, by Arguments not very ſolid 

A.D. Not long after the Death this great — os the 

203. Hereticks, there appear'd another fort of them call'd A. 

Severl. chonticks, a Branch of the Afarco/ians, who among other 

J2 extravagant Notions, held that Archangels created the 
u World, from whence they had the Name of Archontich, 

—_ They deny'd the Reſurrection of the Body, and plac'd per. 
fe& Redemption in a Chimerick Knowledge; they jude'{ 
that the God of Sabaoth exercis'd: a cruel Tyranny in the 
7th Heaven; that he engender'd the Devil, who begot 4 
bel and Cain of Eve; and that the Woman was the Work 
of Satan. Theſe wild Errors they defended by Books of Wl 
their own compoſing, which they call'd, The Revelation Wh © 
of the Prophets, and the Harmony. This Se& remain'd 'tl 
the time of 7 N and were particularly found in ſta 
Paleſtine and . 

Fuſeh, o return to Alexandria, where the Perſecution ws i ber 
carry'd on with ſuch Violence, Leoxides being beheaded, WF 
and all his Eftate contiſcated, youmg Origew remain'd with 
his Mother and Brethren, reduc'd' to the utmoſt Poverty; 
but a rich Lady of the City, ont of Reſpe& and Compe(: Rap 
ſion to his Miſery, afforded him all kind of Afliſtance Enc 
and took him into her Houfe. This Lady at the ſame time WF: 
maintain'd one Paxd, a noted Heretick of Awtioch, whom he W'' 
had adopted for her Son, who held Conferences in her WM 17a" 
Houſe, where a great Number, not only of the Here: Mot 
ticks, but alſo of the Orthodox, were preſent. But 
tho* Origen was oblig'd our of neceſſity to converſe 
with this Man, yet he would never hold Communi 
on with him in Prayer, keeping exaQly to the Eccle 


ſiaſtical Conſtitutions, and teſtifying his Abhorrence of the BY 
Doctrines of Hereticks, However, in a ſhort time he put lee 


himſelf into a Condition of no longer needing this Lady" 
Charity; for applying himfelf vigoroufly after his Father's 
Death to the Study of Human Learning, he open'd 4 
School for the Profeffion of the Learned Arts, which 
rais'd him a conſiderable Maintenance. And tho” he wil 
then but a very Youth, yet did not the Grave and th! 
Learned, the Philoſophers and the Hereticks, diſdain to! 


preſent at his LeQures; many of whom from Auditor 05 
became his Converts, and afterwards Martyrs for the Faith 2 10 


In a little time Fame recommended him to publick No 
| | tice 
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tice; and the Chair of the great School of Alexandria be- 
coming vacant by the Retreat of St. Clement, and the 
Flight of many Chriſt:ans, ſome of the Heathens, who 
were diſpoſed to be converted, made their Application for 
him to undertake the Charge, tho” he was not then above 
18 Years of Age. The two firſt of his Diſciples were 
Plutarch and Heraclas his Brother; and the Reputation 
and Number of his Converts encreaſing every Day, De- 
metrins Biſhop of the City confirm'd him in the Employ- 
ment of Catechiſt, or Profeſſor of Sacred Learning in the 
Church of Alexandria. Being ſetled in this Office, he ex- 
ecuted it with infinite Diligence, and uo leſs Succeſs; 
and leaving off teaching Arts and Sciences, he fold all his 
Books that treated of human Learning, and gave himſelf 
rely to the Inſtructing his Diſciples in the Rudiments 
: Wi of Chriſtianity. And then it was that he began to lead an 
Wh extraordinary ſtrict and auſtere Life, which with his Learn- 
| WF ing, brought over great Numbers of Diſciples, notwith- 
Wh landing the Fury of the Perſecution, which in Alexandria 
was carry'd on then with greater Violence than ever, un- 
der the new Governor Aquila, Succeſſor to Letus, Se- 
veral of his Diſciples ſuffer'd Martyrdom in the ſame 
ace; among whom, were Serenus, Heraclides, Heron, 
Hermes, &c, and he himſelf was very often expos'd tothe 
age of the Pagans, when he went to the Affiſtance, and 
+ Wy Encouragement of the Martyrs, He then a” bo his Au- 
berities 10 far, as to commit an Ad of ſuch Exceſs, that 
a" was blam'd even by his rp Defenders, and after- 
„vuds condemn'd by himſelf, tho' he did it upon a pious 
Motive, and out of an abundant Zeal and Charity, For 
his Employment obliging him to be often with Women, 
0 hom he inſtructed as well as Men, that he might re- 
move from the Pagars all Ground of Suſpicion of any 
WW ameable Conduct by reaſon of his Youth, he reſoly'd 
o execute to the very Letter that Precept and Perfection 
which he was perſuaded our Saviour had propos'd in theſe 
Words of the Goſpel, that there are ſome who make them- 
ves EUNUCHS for the Kingdom of Heaven's ſake. 
He endeavour'd to keep this Action private, and to con- 
ceal it from his Friends; but it was ſoon diſcoyer'd; and 
being come to the Knowlege of Demetrius the Biſhop, 
ie then commended his Zeal and Faith, and excited him, 
Not to be diſcourng'd upon that account, but to continue more 
aneſtly in the 70 ion of the Catechumens. 


triumph'd 


343 


During the Heat of the Perſecution, the Emperor Sæve- Din. 
4 in the tenth Year of his Reign, return'd to Rome, and &. 
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ttiumphb'd with great Magnificence over all thoſe Nations 
which he had ſubdu'd in his ſeveral Expeditions, having 
aſſum'd the Title of Parthicus Maximus, from his taking 
Seleucia and Cteſiphon in the Year 200. He likewiſe cele- 
brated his Decennalia, upon finiſhing his tenth Year, and 
marry'd his Son Caracalla with Plautilla, the Daughter of 
his Favourite Plantianxs, a ſevere Perſecutor of the Chu. 
ſtians, who for his Ambition and Treaſon not long after, 
receiv'd the juſt Reward of all his Wickedneſs. Severy; 
choſe to perform all his Solemnities ſoon after one an«- 
ther, that he might by out-doing all his Predeceſſors, make 
the People and Soldiers eaſie, and obliterate the Memory 
of his former Severities. And for that reaſon he gave 
them a Donative amounting to above a Million and a half 
of our Mony. His Spectacles were almoſt beyond Be- 
lief; for the Pit of the Amphitheatre, as Dion deſcribes it, 
was like a Ship, contriv'd ſo as to hold an incredible 
Number of wild Beaſts; ſuch as Lions, Panthers, wild 
Bulls, wild Aſs, Oſtriches, and other ſtrange Creatures, 
which for feven Days together were let looſe to combat 
A. D. each other. And as tho? all theſe pompous Solemnities 
204. had been inſufficient, in the twelfth Year of his Reign, and 
Severi, the ſeventh of Caracalla's, he celebrated the grand Secalar 
_'1 Games, Which, as they were the moſt ſplendid and magni- 
2. ficent of any regular Feaſts among the Romans; ſo this 
Emperor was not defeQive in any thing that might con- 
tribute towards their Glory. This was the fourth time 
that theſe Games were celebrated ſince the Birth of our 
Saviour, Which was 57 Years after the laſt under Axton. 
uus Pius, 116 after thoſe under Homitian, and 157 after thoſe 
under Claudius. Theſe pompous Shews gave occaſion to 
the zealous Tertullian, who had lately been at Rome, to write 
his Piece de Spectaculil, in which he earneſtly diſſwaded | 
the Chriſtians from being preſent at thoſe publick Sights e 
* and Spectacles, ſhewang that thoſe Diverſions were both 1 
* ſcandalous and dangerous to thoſe who had before te- hi 
* nounc'd the Pomps and Pleaſurcs, as well as the 1dolatry 10 
© of the World. It is believ'd, that not long after he wrote Y 
his Book de Idololatria, againſt the Idolatry of the Pagan, 71 
tho* ſome think it was wrote in the latter end of his Life, 5 
becauſe there are ſeveral Paſſages in it more ſtrict and ri fy 
gid than in his former Writings, whilſt he continu'd free P, 
from the Errors of Montunus. About the ſame time Ma- wo 
ſanus, an Eccleſiaſtical Author, wrote a Book againſt thoſe el 
Hereticks call'd Encratites, of which we have nothing but 
the Title remaining, In 
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In the mean time the great Origen proceeded in his Em- Eb. 
loyment With extraordinary Succeſs, and many of his 
Diſciples ſeal'd their Faith with their Blood, Befides the 
Martyrs before-mention'd, Platarch his firſt Convert, was 
led to Execution; and not long after Marcella, and her 
Virgin-Daughter Potamiæna, were both conſum'd in the 
ſame Fire. The latter was celebrated, not only for her 
Beauty, but alſo for her Chaſtity and Courage; which 
caus'd her to ſuſtain a thouſand Combats with her Lovers 
to preſerve her Virginity, and no leſs Conflicts with her 
Enemies to preſerve her Chriſtianity, Being brought be- 
fore the Judge Aquila, after he had inflicted grievous Stripes 
upon every Part of her Body, he threatned to deliver her 
to the Gladtators to violate her Chaſtity, if ſhe did not de- 
ny her Faith, She ſtill continn'd firm, and in her Anſwer 
refleting ſeverely upon the Pagan Religion, Aquila was 
ſo provok'd thereby, that he forthwith pronounc'd the de- 
finitive Sentence of Death, and Baſilides, one of the mili- 
tary Apparitors, led her to her Execution, When the 
Multitude endeavour'd to moleſt and reproach her with 
obſcene Words, Baſilides prohibited and thruſt them away, 
hewing much Commiſeration and Humanity towards her. 
Putamizena being ſenſible of his charitable Intentions, free- 
ly exhorted him to be of good * for that when ſhe 
was gone hence, ſhe would intreat her Lord for him, and 
would ſhortly make him an ample Requital, When ſhe had 
ſpoken theſs Words, ſhe couragiouſly underwent Death 
with her Mother, hot ſcalding Pitch being leiſurely and 
gradually poured upon all the Parts of her Body, from the 
Crown #1 the Head, to the Sole of the Foot, Such was 
the Combat fought by this renown'd Virgin. Not long 
after, Baſilides upon ſome Occation, being deſired by ſome 
of his Fellow-Soldiers to ſwear, he openly declar'd him- 
ſelf a Chriſtian; which at firſt they thought was ſpoke in 
eſt; but when he firmly maintain'd it, he was brought 
fore the Judge, and making before him a Profeſſion of 
his Faith, he was immediately impriſon'd. And when 
ſome Chriſtians repair'd to him, and ask'd the Cauſe of 
this ſudden and unexpected Change, he anſwer'd them, 
That Potamizna, three Days after ber Martyrdom, ſtood by 
bim in the Night, and put a Crown upon his Head, declaring 
that ſhe had intreated the Lord for him, and had obtuin'd her 
Requeſt, and that ſhortly the Lord would take him to bim- 
ſelf. Upon this Declaration the Brethren immediately im- 
parted to him the Seal of Baptiſm, and the Day follow- 
Vol. II. L | ing 
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ing he was beheaded, Exſebizs adds, that according to 
Report, many others in Alexandria were converted to the 
Faith by means of Potamiæna, who appearing to them in 
the Night, invited them to embrace the Goſpel. 

As the weaker Sex thus triumph'd in Alexandria, fo no 
leſs in Africk, in the Perſons of Perpetua and Felicitas, 


Severi, two Ladies of Taburbis in Mauritania; the former of no- 


12 
13. 


Ad. Per. 


ble Parentage, 22 Years of Age, and now a Nurſe to a 
Son, and the other of inferiour Extract, and very big with 
Child, Theſe two Ladies being remarkable for their Re- 
ligion, were accus'd and brought before Hillarian the pre- 
ſent Governor of Africk, together with four other CHriſli. 
ans, namely, Revocatus Brother to Felicitas, Saturninn; 
and Satyras Brothers, and Secandulus, all Catecumens, and 
very young. The Ladies nobly reliſted a thouſand Temp. 
tations and Perſwaſions, and joyfully endur'd all the Mi- 
ſeries of a Dungeon, where they receiv'd the Comfort of 
Heavenly Viſions, and converted Padeus the Jaylor ; and 
notwithſtanding Felicitas was newly deliver'd of a Child 
in Priſon, ſhe was order'd two Days after with the re} 
of them to be thrown to the wild Beaſts in the Amphi- 
theatre in Carthage: Only Saturninus was brought back 
from the Beaſts and beheaded, and Secundulus dy'd in Pti- 
ſon. This was done March the 7th in the 12th Year of 
Severus; of which we have a particular Account in the 
Acts of Perpetua and Felicitas, which are look'd upon as 
of 17 Authority. Thus the Chriſtians ſuffer'd in Africl, 
and about the ſame time, while Hillarian continu'd Go- 
vernor, the common People with loud Out- cries demand- 
ed of him to take away from the Chriſtians the Uſe of 
their Floors, or their Burying-places they then had: But, 
as Tertullian obſerves, God who hearken'd to the Cries 
of the Pagans, render'd their Barn-floors uſeleſs ; for he 
ſent them no Corn for all that Year. Tertullian ilill con- 
tinu'd a ſtrenuous Defender of the Chriſtians : But yet this 
great Man and Champion, who had gain'd ſuch infinite 

eputation, and done ſuch noble Service to the Church, 
now in the middle of his Age, (perhaps 45 Years) began 
to incline towards the Errors of the Montanifts, which 
ſoon caus'd him to ſeparate from the Catholick Commu- 
nion. The Fall and Separation of ſo famous a Perſon 
was a mighiy Temptation, and Diſcouragement to the 
Church in General; and the Cauſes of it are variouſly al 
lign'd; ſome ſay, it was for his being diſappointed of the 


Biſhopricks of Ame, and of Car:ihage; but this no ways 
agrees 


grees with his moxtify'd Temper, and known Contempt 
of the World. St. Ferom, with moſt Probability, tells us, 
that the Envy and Reproaches he met with from the Cler- 
gy of the Church of Rome, firſt caus'd him to fall off from 
the Church, ahd to joyn with Afortanus and his Party, 
whoſe appearing Auſterities were moſt agreeable to his ri- 
id and violent Temper, and moſt exactly conſpir'd with 
s ſevere Coutſe of Life. Tho” he did not run into all 
the Extravagancies of Montanxs, but pretended chiefly to 
reſtore the Apoſtolick Diſcipline, yet in his after-Writings 
he frequently ſpeaks of Montanus as the Paraclete that was 
to come into the World, and violently declaims againſt the 
Catholicks, under the Name of Pſychics, or Animal Per- 
ſons, who took too much Liberty in their Manners and 
Devotions, ſtiling his own Party Spiritales, as more im- 
mediately guided by the Holy Spirit, and converſant in a 
more Divine and Spiritual Life, 


All this time the Emperor Severus diligently apply'd A. D. 
himſelf to the Lupe Affairs, ſpent a conſiderable time in 206. 
ities in eh in hearing Complaints, and Severi. 

h 


viſiting ſome 
doing of Juſtice; for which he is deſervedly applauded by 
all Writers; particularly he was ſo exact as to the Places 
of Truſt, that he permitted no Man in his Dominions to 
ſell his Honours and Dignities. He likewiſe erected ma- 
ny noble Works and _—— in Rome, and other Cities, 
and had a ſpecial Regard to the Publick Good; and not- 
withſtanding his Cruelty and Avarice, he perform'd many 
Parts of a wiſe Governor, and worthy Prince. Particular- 
ly he declar'd hiqſelf an Enemy to thoſe Vices that 
wounded Perſons Reputations, and made new Laws a- 
gainſt Adulterers : And the Age was then ſo looſe, that 
three thouſand were indicted for that Crime. He took 
ſuch Care in the Treaſury, that notwithſtanding his infi- 
nite Expences and Donatives, he left behind him more 
Mony in the Exchequer than any of his Predeceſſors; 
and was ſo careful of Proviſions, that he left in & me ſuch 
Quantities of Wheat, Wine and Oil, as were ſufficient 
to maintain the City for five Years. He kept ſo many 
Legions of Soldiers, that he had no Cauſe to fear any 
Foreign Potentate whatſoever ; but to them he gave ſuch 
Rewards and Privileges, as tho' fort the preſent they 
ſtrengthen'd his own Intereſt, yet prov'd afterwards ex- 
treamly prejudicial to the Commonwealth, For the Sol- 
liers having formerly by the Management of ill Emperors 
contracted Sloth and Avarice, were by theſe lacourage- 

L 2 ments 


up. IV. SEVERUS the 21% Rom. Emp. 547 


13 
— 
14 


— A ̃⏑8«Ö⏑,ß—2. — — — P 7 —＋Ü—1Ä;̃ wLũ . ²⁰ V ˙¹nŨ ˙ 
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ments ſtill more incited to violate the Sovereignty, to de- 

ole, deſtroy, and ſet up whom they pleas'd; which broke 

in pieces the Relicts of the ancient Diſcipline, and after- 

wards threw the Empire into ſuch Confuſions, as were 
never tolerably remov'd till the Reign of Dioclerian. 

Ew. lu the 14th Year of this Emperor's Reign, Narciſa, 

Biſhop of Feruſalem, after ſeven Years Retirement, in the 

time of his third Succeſſor Gordius, appear'd again in the 

City, as one riſen from Death to Life. ' And being re. 

turn'd from his Solitudes, he. was prevail'd upon by the 

People again to take the Government of the Church up- 

on him; being highly reverenc'd by them both for his 

ſtri and Philoſophical Courſe of Life, and for the ſignal 

Vengeance which God had taken on his three Acculers 

formerly mention'd, It is believ'd that Gordizs was joyn'd 

with him, who dy'd ſhortly after; ſo that Narciſſus was 

not only the 3oth, as formerly mention'd, but alſo the 33d 

Biſhop of Ferzſalem after the Apoſtle St. Fames. In the 

A. D. 15th Year of the ſame Reign, Tertullian, as he tells us 


r= FF 


207. himſelf, wrote his Treatiſe againſt the Heretick Marcion, f 
Severi, conliſting of five Books, ſtill extant. Tho Tertullian was G 
14 now a Montaniſt, he was free from the Hereſie of the p 
35. Marcionites; and in the firſt Book he ſhew'd that one Will }; 

© of the Gods of Marcion was only a fantaſtical and im: Wl (+ 

* ginary Being. In the Second, he prov'd that the Gd v 

© whom' the Fews worſhipp'd, was the only true Gol, WF g. 

© the Creator of the World, and the Author of all Good; WM 

© reſolving all the Difficulties which the Marcionites hid WM th. 


© rais'd againſt God's Covenant in the Old Teſtament. lu 
© the Third, he ſhew'd that Jeſus Chriſt was the Son of |, 
© God, the Creator of the World, and Author of the 50 
© Law, who was foretold by the Prophets, and took up- de: 
© on him true Fleſh, and human Nature, In the Fourth er 
'© he ſhew'd, that it was the ſame God both in the old * 
and new Teſtament; reconciling the pretended Conti , 
© ditions alledg'd by Marcion, and making it appear, tha En. 
© the whole Life of Jeſus Chriſt was foretold aud figur in; 
in the old Teſtament, In the fifth Book he prov'd from in 
the Epiſtles of St. Paul, that it was the ſame God tha No 
* was preached both in the old and new Teſtament, aud ting 
© that Jeſus Chriſt was the Son of the Creator of the and 
World. After his Schiſm, and much about the ſam bfiy 
time, he wrote, befides his Preſcriptions formerly mem 10; 
| tion'd, three Treatiſes againſt other Hereticks, as Prax 8 
eas, Hermogines, and the Valentiniant, beſides — a yi 
| uk | gain © 
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Againſt Praxeas, and the Patropoſſians, he maintain'd the 
« [ncarnation of our Saviour, and the Diſtinction of the 
n «+ Perſons in the Holy Trinity; and ſhew'd that the Trini- 
: « ty of Perſons did no ways prejudice the Unity of the 
i Godhead, as the Unity of the Godhead did no ways 
a © hinder the Trinity of Perſons. Againſt Hermagines he 
© « diſcover'd the Fallacies and Sophiſms of that Heretick 
a © ſhewing that ouc Religion taught us that God created | 
{ even that Matter whereof he made the World. His 
e Book againſt the Valentinian is rather a Satyr, and Piece 
of Railery, than a ſerious Confutation of the extravagant 
s Sentiments of thoſe Hereticks. We find two other Pieces 
l of his near this Time, one of the Fleſh of Jeſus Chriſt, and 
ue other of he Son: In the former he prov'd againſt ſe- 
( Wi veral Hereticks, that Jeſus Chriſt took upon him true 
8 Fleſh; in the latter he falſely maintain'd the Corporeality, 
: as well as the Traduction of the Soul. 
e Still the Emperor Severus proceeded vigorouſly in the A, D. 
I publick Affairs; and having waded through a Sea of Blood 208. 
1 to make way for his Family, he declar'd his two Sons Seyeri, 
_ Succetlors conjointly, and gave to Gera the Title of Au- 1 
e gu/izs, and the ſame Power with Caracalla, whoſe Beha- 16. 
e viour made him extreamly uneaſie. Not long after he re- Die. 
* ceir'd Advice, That the Northern Inhabitams of Britain — 
were up in Arms, and had been ſo ſucce6fal, that the 
a, ſtanding Legions were in danger of being deltroy'd, That 
therefore the Empire might not in his Reign be diminiſh'd by 
the Loſs of an Ifland of ſuch great Importance, he refvlv'd 
to go thither in Perſon, thu” then aged and gouty ; and 
the better to prevent the Eumity and lrregularities of his 
be Sons, be took them along with him. The Britains un- 
YI dcrltanding the Eperot's approach, and dreading his Pow - 
er, offer'd him an honourable Peace; but this Prince had 
ſuch an inſatiable Deſire of obtaining the glocious Tide of 
"I 5ritannicus, that he refus'd their Propotals., Upon his A. D. 
Entrance into the Country, he left his. youngeſt Son Gere 204. | 


0 in the Southern Parts of the Province, which had continu'd Seveti, 
- in Obedience; aud march'd with Caracalla againſt the 1s 
ir Northern Britains and Caledonians ; where with the cut- 47. 


' ting down Woods, making of Bridges, draining of Meers, 
"I 40d by the Enemies Ambuſcades, and Sickneſs, he loſt 
"Wo fifty thouſand Men, according to Din. The old Empe- 
ror encounter'd theſe Miteries and Difficuities with ex» 
ceeding Bravery, and proſecuted his Attempts with ſuch 
3 vigorous Reſolution, that he at length forg'd his Ene- 
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A. D. 


210. 


mies to a Submiſſion, and likewiſe to deliver up a conſi- 
derable Part of their Country, and all their Arms. This 
was effected in the 17th Year of his Reign; in which 
Year it is probably believ'd that Ph:lofiratzs the Athenian 
Orator compos'd that famous Hiſtory, or rather Legend, 
of the Life of Apollonius Tyanexs, which he ſays, was ta- 
ken from the Commentaries of one Damit, and revis'd 
_ improv'd by the particular Order of the Empreſs 
4. 

About the ſame time an eminent Chriſtian Lawyer of 

Rome, nam'd Miuntius Felix, wrote an excellent Defence 


Severi, Of the Chriſtian Religion, entitul'd Octauins, in form of 


& & „ 


a Dialogue. * It is a Conference between a Chriſtian 
* call'd Octavius, and a Heathen call'd Cecilius, at which 
© Minntias fits as Judge. The Heathes firſt us'd all the 
« ſeveral Arguments and Evaſions, as well as all the ſe— 
© veral Caluinnies and Reproaches that ever had been urg'd 
in theſe times againſt the Chritrans Actions, and their 
Religion. Ihe Chri/tian on the other fide gave full and 
convincing Anſwers to every Particular alledg'd ; and 
withal ſhew'd the noble Triumphs of the Cbriſtians in 
© their innumerable Sufferings, far beyond the molt hardy 
© couragions of the old Romans. This ſmall Treatiſe is 
written with rare Elegancy, and an agreeable Turn, and 
the Reaſons are ſet forth to Advantage, and beautity'd 
with a great deal of Learning; and as Ladtantizs obſerves, 
Minutint had been an admirable Defender of Religion 
and the Truth, had he entirely apply'd himſelf to this Stu- 
dy. In the ſame Year, according to Mon. Tillemont, Ter- 
twllian wrote his Book de Pallio, which was upon this 
Occaſion. He had lately left off the Gown, the Garment 
ordinarily worn in all Parts of the Roman Empire, and 
had put on the Cloak, the uſual Habit of Philotophers, 
and of thoſe Chri/tians that enter'd upon a ſeverer State 
of Life; which caus'd him to be derided by them of Car- 


| zhage for his Levity and Inconſtancy, in turning from one 
: Courſe of Life to another. To vindicate himlelf there- 


fore, he wrote this Diſcourſe, * wherein he puts forth the 
© Keenneſs of a Sarcaſtick Wit, and ſpreads all the Sails 
© of his African Eloquence, retorting the Caſe upon his 
* Accuſers, ſhewing the Antiquity, Simplicity and Gravi- 
© ty of this Habit, and ſeverely reproving the Luxury and 
* Prodigality that had of late over-run all Orders and 
Ranks of Men. Dupin handfomly obſerves, that it 
ſeems to have been written rather to ſhew his Wit and 
Parts, than for au; ſerious Defence of himſelt. Thy 
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The Emperor Severus having been nigh two Years in Pn. 


Britain, and rebailt the famous Wall begun by Adrian, he 1 | 
retir'd to Eboricum or Tork, where he grew weak, partly 
with Age and Travel, and partly with Grief, for the irre- 
claimable Life of his eldeſt Son. Hearing that the Soldi- 
ers had declar'd him Emperor, rouz'd with the Affront, 
he commanded him, with the Tribunes and Centurions, 
to be immediately brought before him; and when they 
implor'd Pardon upon their Knees, he briskly told them, 
That he govern'd with his Head, and not with his Feet, aud 
ſo diſmils'd them. His Diſtemper increaſing, and per- 
ceiving his Death approaching, he cry'd out, I have been 
all that a Man can be, but it is of no Uſe or Service to me 
yow, And ordering his Urn to be brought, wherein his 
Aſhes were to be enclos'd, and taking it in his Hands, he 
laid, Little Urn, thou ſhalt now contain what the whole 
Wirld could not before, Ihen calling his Sons and his Friends 
about him, he made this remarkable Speech to them, Ihen 
I took the Empire upon me, ¶ ſound it decliuing and lan- 
guiſhing ; and nuw being aged and decrepit, I leave it in a 
dtaze firm and laſting to my Sons, if they prove good; if o- 
therwiſe, feeble and finking. His Pains increaſing, eſpeci- 
ally in his Feet, he in vain call'd for Poiſon, according 
to Au. Victor; and then glutted himſelf with groſs Meats, 
which ſoon after ended his Life. Thus dy'd Septimnus 
Severus, a Perſon both of extraordinary Vices and Excel- 
Jencies, who is rather to be tauk'd among the Greac, than 
the Good Princes. He dy'd in the Begianing of the Year 
211, on the 4th Day of F:bruary, under the Contulſhips 
of Gentranxs and Baſſus, being 65 Years of Age, and ha- 
ving reign'd 17 Years, 8 Months and 3 Days, reckoning 
from the time of his being declar'd Emperor by the Se- 
nate, - 


Upon the Death of Severxs, his two Sons Cara- A. D. 
calla and Geta were both declar'd aud acknowledg'd Em- 211. 
perors, who agreed to leave Britain, and return to Kome Cara- 
with the Aſhes of their Father. The firſt thing they did caLLa 
after their Arrival, was the Apotheofis, or Deitication of the , 
their Father, which was perform'd afier the ancient and * 
uſual Cuſtom; and becauſe it o well ſhews the Religion Eugeror. 
and Paganiſh Superſtition of the Romans, we ſhall here ,,,,,, 
out of Herodian briefly recite the Particulars of this pom- 
pous Ceremony. Firlt, the whole City was commanded 
to go into Mourning, being mix'd with ſome Feſtival So- 
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lemnity : Next, a pale Image of Wax, exactly reſembling 
the deceaſed Emperor, was plac'd at the Entrance of the 
Falace, upon a (ſtately Ivory Bed magnificently adorn'd 
with Cloth of Gold: On the left hand were ſeated the 
whole Body of the Senators in Black; On the Right, the 
Ladies of the higheſt Quality in plain white Habits, with- 
out Jewels, or other Ornaments. T his laſted for ſeven 
Days, during which Space the Phylicians often reſorted 
to the Image, as tho? it had been a living Patient, figni- 
fying every time, That they had ſtill leſs hopes of the Em. 
peror's Life than before; at which Words the Mourners 
always gave a Groan. Atlaſt, when the Phyſicians had de- 
clar'd his Death, the nobleſt and youngeſt of the Senator 
and Equites carry'd the Bed upon their Shoulders through 
the Via Sacra into the old Foram; on each tide of which 
were erected two large Scaffolds, one fill'd with Lads, 
and the other with young Maids, all Children of the high- 
eſt Quality, who after a molt ſolemn and mournful man- 
ner ſung Hymns and Songs in Honour of the Dead, 
Theſe finiſh'd, the Senators and Knights again took up 
the Bed, and carry'd it out of the City into the Campus 
Martiut, where was ereted a beautiful Structure of 
Wood, almoſt in the Form of a Pyramid, with ſeveral 
Stories, The firſt was ſquare, and a ſort of a Chamber 
Hill'd with all forts of combuſtible Matter, and the Out- 
ſide richly adoru'd with Cloth of Gold, Ivory, Statues, 
and fine Pictures: The ſecond had the ſame —— 
and was of the ſame Figure, only was ſomewhat leſs, 
with the four Sides open: Upon this was a third till lefs, 
and upon that a fourth; and fo ſeveral other leſs Stories, 
till the laſt terminated in a Point, The Bed and Statue 
being plac'd in the ſecond Story, fill'd with the richelt 
Flowers, Plants, Odoprs, Gums and Spices, the Roman 
Knights rode on Horſeback round the Pile in Order and 
Meaſure, according to the Sound of ſeveral Warlike lu— 
ſtruments: After them follow'd certain Perſons in Cha- 
riots in Purple Robes, with Masks, repreſenting to the 
Life the Faces of the molt famous Commanders, and 
Emperors among the Rumans, Theſe ended, the Suc- 
ceſſors in the Empire ſet Fire to the Pile with Torches; 
the Conſuls, Senators and Knights did the ſame to their 
appointed Side; ſo that all was in a Flame immediately, 
and at the fame time from the top of the Pile an Eagle 
was let fly, which was ſoon out of fight, This was 
accompany'd with infinite Shouts and Applauſes; and the 
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People being made to believe that it was that Eagle which 
carry'd the Emperor's Soul to Heaven, from that Moment 
they — him the ſame Worſhip that they did to their o- 
ther Gods. 

Caracalla and Geta were both young Men; the former 
now about twenty three Vears of Age; in his Vouth he 
had been noted for his compaſſionate Temper; but his Pity 
and good Nature ſoon forſook him, and he became one 
of the cruelleſt Monſters that ever reign'd. His Brother 
Gets was naturally of a milder and ſofter Diſpoſition, and 
gaining the Affection of the People, Caracalla ſoon ſought 
means to deltroy him by Poyſon, and alſo endeavour'd 
to bribe the Pretorian Soldiers by many Preſents and Fa- 
yours, and withal gave them leave to live according to 
their Pleaſure. So that the City ſoon found the dangerous 
Effects of a State being govern'd by two Princes of equal 
Power and Authority, and ſo contrary in their Tempers, 
that they continually endeavour'd each other's Death, In 
Matters of Juſtice and publick Adminiſtration, they were 
ever contrary in Opinion; and in chuſing of Commanders 
and Governors, each ſought to prefer his own Friends 
and Favourites, as likewiſe they did in the Ele&ion of 
Conſuls and other Magiſtrates, which caus'd all Affairs to 
ſucceed according to Favour and Contention, By which 
means inſupportable Injuries and Diforders were daily 
committed, either of them perſecuting the contrary Facti- 
on, without daring to puniſh thoſe of their own Party, 
leſt they ſhould make them their Enemies; whence grew 
an univerſal Prejudice to the City and Province, and in- 
deed in the whole Empire. 

As the Romans now met with daily Afflictions, ſo did 
the Chriſtians; for the fifth Perſecution, which with diffe- 
rent Degrees of Severity had continu'd near 14 Years, was 
ſtill kept up; particularly in Africk by Scapala the Procon- 
ſul of that Province, The Severities and Barbarities of 
this Man rouz'd the Spirit of Tertullian, who thereupon 
wrote a neat and pathetical Book to him, which is (till re- 
maining to us. In the Beginning, he repreſented to him, 
That the Chriſtians rather choſe, than fear'd Sufferings, 
and to change a temporal Life for an eternal; that there- 
fore he did not direct his Diſcourſe to him out of Ap- 
prehenſion for them, but out of an earneſt Deſire he had 
for the Salvation of the Heathens, ſince the Chriſtians 
' were oblig'd to love their Enemies, and to endeavcur 
' their Converſion. He then repreſented the Honeſty and 
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Euſeb. 


1 


2. 
Euſeb. 


probably in different Parts of the World; but how long 


the nivth Biſhop of Autioch after the Apoſtles. 1 
A. D. Origen being return'd from Rome to Alexandria, foon e 
212. found his Einployment to encreaſe, and Auditors to prels 
Carac. in ſo faſt, that he wanted Leiſure for Retirement, Con- * 


* Simplicity of the Chriſtians, and their hearty Prayers and 
* Endeavours for the Proſperity of the Empire, with thoſe 
< particular Inſtances of Severity, which the Divine Provi- 
* dence had lately inflicted upon it, which could not rea. 
* ſonably be ſuppos'd to have been ſent upon any other 
* account, than to revenge the innocent Blood that had 
been ſhed; inciting him to Moderation by the Clemency 
and Indulgence of former Princes and — Not | 
long after, Caracalia forgetting the Chriſtians, to follow 
other Cruelties, the Perſecution ended; and, as S. Seve- ( 
rus aſſures us, the Church of God had a long Peace ot 33 ( 
Years, ſetting aſide that little Interruption by the Emperor 
AMaximinns, in the Year 235, At the Ending of this Per- 
ſecution, Origen had a great Delire to ſee the Church of 
Rome, ſo venerable for its Antiquity and Renown, and ac- 
cordingly came thither in the time of Pope Zephyrin, where 
he ſtaid not long, but return'd buck to Alexandria, and 
to his accuſtom'd Catechetick Office, Demetrius his Biſhop 
earneſtly importuning him to relume it. His two renown'd 
Predecetlors, Pantenxs and Clemens, wereſtill living, tho 


they liv'd, and what Deaths they dy'd, we have no cer- 
tain Account. Alſo Montanus was (till living, who had 
broach'd his Herelie forty Years before, and was now 
writ againſt by Apollonins a Greek Author, who confuted 
the Practices and Manners of him and his Followers. ln 
the ſame Year 211, Serapion Biſhop of Antioch dy'd, after 
he had been poſſets'd of that See 21 Years, and was fuc- 
ceeded by Aſclepiades, a Perſon of celebrated Repucation, 
who held that Dignity about fix Years or more, and was 


templation, and the Study of the Holy Scriptures ; ſo thit 
he was oblig'd to take in Heraclas for his Aſſiſtant, wi" 
had been his Diſciple, and was well vers'd in divine andi 
human Studies, by which he divided the Labour between. Ki 
them, coinmitting the younger and more untutor'd Cate 
chumens to Heraclas, and taking the maturer and older t6 f, 
his own Care, And now he made many Converts, 4 ruſh's 


well of erericks as Heathens, particularly Ambro/ius, uo 
ted for the Valentinian Hereſie; ſo that great Numb! wh t 
flock'd to him, to make Trial of his fam'd Learning aq hy, 


Abilities, others to be inſtructed in the Precepts both © 
| hiloſoph 
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Philoſophy and Chriſtiauity. And the better to qualifie 
himſelf in Theology and the Underſtanding of the Holy 
Scriptures, he diligently fer himſelf to learn the Hebrew 
Tongue, a 14 little underſtood by the Fathers and 
the Learned in thoſe Times; which he effected with ex- 
ttaordinary Labour, and (*) great Purpoſes, By this means 
the Church of Alexandria flouriſh'd exceedingly, as like- 
wiſe did the Church of FJeruſalem about the lame time; 
of which we have the remarkable Account from Exſebins 
of one Alexander, a worthy Biſhop of Cappadocia, who 
ont of a religions Curiofity, had refolv'd upon a journey 
10 Jeruſalem, to viſit the holy and venerable Antiquities 
of the Place, to which he was particafarly excited by a 
divine Revelation intimating to him, that it was the Will 
of God that he ſhould be aſſiſtant to the Biſhop of the 
Place. Forſo it was, that the celebrated Narci/zs, who 
hd return'd ſix Years before to his See at Jeruſalem, and 
was now 116 Years old, became incapable through his 
great Age and [nfirmities, duly to manage that Charge. 
Alexander approaching near Fernſalem, the Chriſtians were 


the City, and there receive him whom Heaven had delign'd 
for their Biſhop. T his being done, aud finding Al-xazuder, 
they entertain'd and introduc'd him with all poflibie Kind- 
neſs and Reſpect; and by the Importunity of the People, 
and the Conſent of all the neighbouring Biſhops, he be- 
came Colleague with Narciſſus in the Government of the 
Church, who liv'd with him about three or four Years, 
This is the firſt expreſs Inſtance we meet with in Church 
Aatiquity of two Biſhops fitting at once by Conſent in the 
lame See, Alexander held this Dignity with extraordinary 
Reputation about 39 Years, and was the 34th Biſhop of 
Jeruſalem after the Apoſtle St. James. 


bela; 'till at length upon the 27th Day of Febrnary, Ca- 
"calls reſolving to be freed from a Rival, found means 
0 kill his Brother, even in his Mother Jalia's Arms, whi- 
der he had run for Shelter; having reign'd wich him one 
tear, and 23 Days. Immediately after the Fact, Curacalla 
'uſh'd out of the Palace, and run through the City to the 
anp, where going ditectiy to the Place where the Guards 
ſept their Standards and the Images of their Gods, he 
drew himſelf upon the Ground to thank them for his 
Deliverance, After which he dclir'd the Soldiers to mY 
te 


warn'd by a Vifion and Voice from Heaven, to go out of 


355 


in the ſame Year at Rome all pofſible Methods were Fer. 
made vſe of to reconcile the two Emperors Caracalla and Tt. 
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22 Earth, But all theſe Ads of Remorſe were ſoon 
efac 


A.D 


213. 


Tac. Provinces of the Empire; and his firſt Progreſs was into 


— — 


Euſeb. 
— 
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te& him, and with broken Speeches, like one recovering 
out of a Fright, gave them to underſtand, That he had at 
laſt diſpatch'd his Enemies that ſought his Life, Whilſt they 
were muling and doubting, he put an end to all Scruples 
by his mighty Promiſes, telling them, That he defer den) 
to live and dye with them; and nnmediately gave them all 
that incredible Maſs of Mony which his Father Severy; 
had been collecting during his whole Reign, This Dona. 
tive not only ſatisfied the Soldiers, but caus'd them to 
threaten the Senate into a Compliance, who out of Fear 
approv'd of Geta's Death, and juſtify'd the Murther, Ca. 
racalla, to appeaſe all, perform'd many Acts of Mercy, 
and likewiſe deify'd his Brother, being content, as he de- 
clar'd, that he ſhould be a God above, ſu he was not aliv: 


'd by his brutal Cruelty towards thoſe who were but 
the leaſt ſuſpected of favouring his Brother; and all his 
Servants and Guards, with their Wives and Children, to 
the Number of twenty Thouſand, were without Mercy 
put to Death. Papinian the renown'd Civilian, with many 
others of the molt illuſtrious Families, were likewiſe exe- 
cuted upon the weakeſt Pretences. Whole Nights were 
| on in the Execution of bloody Edits; and the dead 
Bodies of Perſons of all Ranks and Ages were contemp: 
tuouſly thrown into Carts, and hurry'd out of the City, 
where they were burnt in Heaps, without the Decency of 
common Ceremonies. So that the proud City of Rune, 
which had often dipp'd her Hands in the Blood of the. in- 
nocent Chriſtians, had now her Streets overflown with 
the Blood of her chicfeſt Citizens; and was trampled up- 1 
on by one of the greateſt Monſters in the Univerſe. C. 


* racalla being generally deteſted in the City, in the third 


Year of his Reign, reſolv'd to take a Journey through the of 
Gallia Narbonenſis, where for the time he tarry'd, he pet: 
form'd as great Miſchiefs as he cou'd, He kill'd the Pro- and 
conſul of the Province, and broke in upon' the Privileges dre 
of ſeveral Cities; and when he had gain'd the Hatred 
the whole Province by his tyrannical and cruel ' Deport 
ment, he return'd back to Kome, before his Expedition intd 


Germany, as ſeveral learned Antiquaries are of Opinion. Wl 2 * 
In the ſame Year there hapned a celebrated Diſputatio! 8. 
between Caius, an Orthodox Presbyter of the City and h & 


Diſciple to Irenæus, and one Proclus, who was one of ih 
Heads of the Montaniſt Party, wherein the latter bel 
/ 4 a N ; #4 vanquiſ f 
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yanquiſh'd, was together with all the Followers of that 
dect, excommunicated by the Church of Rome, and even 
Tertullian himſelf among the reſt, as he ſufficiently inti- 
mates in his Piece de Fejwniis, This, to a Perſon of ſo 
rigid and unyielding a Temper as Tertullian, was ſo far 
from reclaiming or recovering him, that it made him more 
fierce and implacable than ever againſt the Orthodox and 
Catholicks, looking upon them as far too licentious in 
their Lives, and himſelf and his Party as the only true 
Praticers and Reſtorers of Diſcipline and Devotion. Ac- 
cordingly he wrote four Treatiſes principally againſt the 
Catholicks, viz. of Modeſty, of Monogamy, Exhortations to 
Chaſtity, and of Fafts. In his Book of Modeſty, * he en- 
* deavour'd to prove againſt the Church, that it had no 
© power to remit the Sins of Fornicators and Adulterers, 
and that ſuch as fell into theſe Crimes after Baptiſm, 
could not be admitted into the Communion of the Church, 
how penitent ſoever they were. In his Book of Mono- 
gamyand E xhortations to Chaſtity, he abſolutely condemn'd 
* ſecond Marriages as being Adultery. In his Diſcourſe 
of Faſts, he commended the exceſſive Falts of the Mon- 
' zaniſts, who made ſeveral Lents, obſerving the Stationa- 
ry Faſts, as if they had been expreſly enjoin'd, making 
them to continue *till Night, and eating upon thoſe Days 
only Bread and Fruits, and drinking only Water. As 
Tertullian continually declin'd in the Opinion of the Church, 
ſo Origen daily improv'd, and became the Wonder of all 


Men; and having with infinite Labour and [nduſtry exa· Car 


min'd all Parts of the Holy Scriptures, he compos'd that 
— and famous Work call'd the Terrapla; which was a 
ble, wherein by the Side of the Hebrew Text, he had 
tranſcrib'd in different Columns, the Tranſlation of the 
way, Fob that of Aquila, that of Symmachus, and that of 
eodotian, diltinguiſh'd all by Vertes, to which he after- 
wards made great Improvements and Additions. This 
and other Works extreamly encreas'd his Reputation, and 
drew great Numbers of learned Men from all Parts to 
Alexandria to couverſe with him, and to be inſtructed by 
him, About this time came a Meſſenger from the Gover- 
nor of Arabia with Letters to Demetrius the Biſhop, and 
to the Præfect of Æg gt, 2 that with all ſpeed Ori- 
gen might be ſent to impart the Chri/tian Doctrine to him; 
lo conſiderable had the Fame of this great Man render'd 
him abroad in Foreign Nations. Accordingly he went in- 
to Arabia, with great and folemn Attendance; in _ 
| ation 
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ing in their Diet, and doing many = s like a hardy 


 Jons believe that the [nhabitants of that Country had turn'd 


many he paſs d through Thrace into Macedonia, where he 


pig, could give Caracalla any Eaſe, tho" 


Cent. Ill. Eccteſiaftical Hifory.” Book Ill 


Nation having perform'd his Buſineſs, he return'd to his 
Charge in Alexandria. 

ln the mean time the Emperor Caracalla purſu'd his in- 
tended Journey through the Empire; and taking his Way 
towards Germany and the Dazabe, there at firſt, to win 
the Hearts of the Country People, he follow'd the Faſhi- 
ons of that Country, took upon him the German Habit, 
and choſe ſuch of the Germans as were moſt ſtrong and 
active, for his Guard. He ſought alſo to gain the Aﬀetti. 
ons of the other Soldiers, by ſhewing himlelf affable aud 
ſociable, perſonally aſſiſting them in their Labours, join- 


Man aud a Soldier: By which means he became popular 
in the main; but he could not with-hold himſelf from 
many Extravagancies and Cruelties, as putting certain emi- 
nent Men among the Germans to Death, and maſlacring 
a great Number of their Youth whom he had got together 
on pretence of liſting them jato his Service. From Ger- 


fooliſhly pretended to imitate Alexander the Great in all his 
Actions; and had a Body of 160006 Macedonian about 
him, whom he call'd his Phalanx, in Imitation of that 
ancient Body of Macedonian Foot ſo call'd. From thence 
he crols'd into the leſſer Aſia, where at Pergamos he ſa- 
crific'd to Aſculapins for the Recovery of his Health. For 
now he began to be afflicted with ſeveral ſtrange ſorts of 
Diſeaſes; which beginning in Germany, made ſome Per- 


his Bruin by their Charms and Incantations. It is more 
probable that Caracalla's Crimes made him horribly ut- 
eaſie, and that the Diſturbance they gave him, a: length 
affected his Head; for he was frequently affrighted with 
dreadful Viſions, and. often imagin'd that he ſaw his Fi 
ther and Brother come upon him with drawn Swords, 
His reſtleſs Fears drove him to make uſe of Magical Arts 
to raiſe the Dead; and amongſt others, he call'd for the 
Ghoſts of his Father and of Commodut. His Brother's 
Ghoſt came up with his Father's tho' uncall'd for; and 
tho* they ſaid nothing, they join'd in torinenting him, 
whilſt the Ghoſt of Commodas bad him aloud prepare for 
Vengeance. It is no wonder then, that neither Supplies 
tions, nor Gifts, nor Ceremonies, could cure this Mals- 
dy; that neither Apollo-Grynæus, nor Aſculapius, nor Irs 

he ſent noble 


relents to each of thein, and was initiated with the great 
al 


tile Hiſtorian himſelf confeſt, That God more regarded 
the Actions of Caracalla than his Gifts, In this reſtleſs 
Condition he ſhifted about from Place to Place *till his 
Death, and going to Troy, he there in all his Actions imi- 
tated Achilles, travelling more like a Player than an Em- 
peror, Which Levity caus'd the Deriſion of ſome, and the 


and contemptible Names they had given him. At his Ar- 
a, be was ſolemnly receiv'd with great Joy and a migh- 
J Concourſe of People, gather'd together from many 
outs. Here he offer'd ſeveral Sacrifices, and ſhew'd ma- 
iy great Favours to the Inhabitants ; but ſhortly after 
; aſſembling them to ſee ſome publick Games, he caus'd 
 Whthem to be ſuddeply ſurrounded by his Soldiers, and in- 
„tate Numbers of all Ages and Degrees were miſerably 
eau in Pieces, to the vaſt Aſtoniſhment and Terror of the 
hole Country. After this monſtrous Action, he paſs'd 
nino Syria; and being deſirous to ſignalize himſelf by ſome 
memorable Exploit, he ſent to Artabanus King of Par- 
tha, to deſire his Daughter in Marriage, declaring, That 
be was coi to ſolemni⁊e the Nuptials; and that King be- 
og perſuaded to meet the Emperor in a large Plain with 
aiplendid Concourſe of Nobility, unarm'd Soldiers and 
feople, he ſuddenly ſet upon them with his Army, and 
made a moſt terrible Slaughter, Artabanus himſelf hardly 
ſcaping, For this Piece of Treachery, he aſſum'd the 
tle of Parthicus, as he had before that of Germanicut, 
jor killing ſome of the German Nobility, 


ve Origen from that City; and not knowing any Place 
l e/fgype that could afford him Shelter, he retit'd into 
Faleſlize, and fixt his Refidence at Cæſarea. Where his 
mirable Abilities being ſoon diſcovet'd, he was requeſted 
the Biſhops of thoſe Parts, tho* but then ia the Capaci- 
of a Lay-mas, publickly in the Church, and before 
emſelves, to expound the Scriptures to the People. The 
eus hereof was immediately carry'd to Alexandria, and 
hly reſented by Demetrius the Biſhop, who by Letters 
Doltulated the Caſe with Theod:/tus Biſhop of Cæſarea, 
d Alexander Biſhop: of Jeraſalem, as a thing never heard 
before in the Chriſtian Church. They in their Anſwer 
u him in mind, that it was no ſuch unuſual Thin 2-3 
ick 
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eſt Superſtition in all their Rites, So that Dion, the Gen- 


ladignation of others, In the following Spring he haſted A. D. 
to Alexandria, where he reſolv'd upon an unheard of 316. 
Piece of Revenge againſt the Inhabitants, for their Jeſts, Carac. 


5 


6 


The barbarous Cruelties of this Emperor at Alexandria E»{h. 12 


— — 
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L aicks to preach by Order, and in the Preſence of Biſhops, 
whereof they gave him particular Inſtances, All which 
did not ſatisfie Demetrius, but he by Letters commanded 
Origen to return, and ſent Deacons on purpoſe to urge 
him to it; whereupon he came back, and apply'd himſelf 
to his wonted Charge. Before his Return he found a new 
Verſion of the old Teſtament into Greek, in a Veſſel 2. 
mong other Greek and Hebrew Books at Fericho, It was 
done by ſome unknown Few, and was the fourth Greek 
Verſion of the old Teſtament ſince our Saviour's Natiyi- 
ty; it was found in the 7th Year of the Emperor Cara. 
Herd. calla, A. D. 217. About which time, or very ſhortly ef. 
&. ter, Caracalla met with the Reward of all his Wickedneſz, 
by the Contrivance of Macrinus, one of his chief Com- 
manders, and the Hands of Martialisr, who ſtabb'd him 
whilſt he was retir'd from his Company to eaſe Nature, 
This was the End of one of the cruellett Monſters in the 
Univerſe; and we can't but admire the juſt Judgment of 
Heaven in cutting off the Poſterity of Severus in the firlt 
Generation, who had labour'd by all poflible Methods, 
Juſt and unjuſt, to ſecure a laſting Empire to his Family, 
Caracalla died on the 8th Day of April, under the Con- 
ſulſhips of Preſens and Extricatus, being 29 Years of 
Age, and having reign'd fix Years, two Months, and 
four Days, 


A.D. III. Shortly after the Death of Caracalla, Opilius Me 
217. criuus, the chief Contriver of the Aſſaſſination, upon Sup- 
- potition of his Innocence, was choſen Emperor by the 

us Army, and likewiſe acknowledg'd by the Senate at Kom- 
u ie He was now about 53 Years of Age; a Perſon of at 
Roman Obſcure Parentage, and a Moor by Birth, who with {mal 
Emperor, Deſert, and much Favour obtain'd the Office of Pretor: 
Dim, an Præfect, and by Treaſon and Chance arriv'd at the Em 
—— pire. He alſo nominated his Son Diadumenianus, a Youth 
cru. of ten Years of Age, for his Companion and Equal ia il 
Empire, to whom he gave the Name of Artoninns, | 

cauſe that Name was ighly acceptable to the Romani 

Not long after Macrinus's Election, Arrabanns King © 
Parthia came down with a mighty Army upon the Fron 

tiers, threatning to be reveng'd upon the Romans for i 

the injuries he had receiv'd under Caracalla. Macrin 

who wanted both Courage and a good Cauſe, readily ſe 

| back all the Priſoners, deſiring the Friendſhip of Arta 

#175, and charging all upon his Predeceſſor; but the a | 

ehi 
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thian King, knowing the Weakneſs of the Roman Army, 
requir'd more ample Reparations, and coming forwards as 
far as NMiſibis, the Romans were beaten in ſeveral Engage- 
ments, and Macrinus was glad to purchaſe a Peace by 
diſtributing among the Parthrans a Sum exceeding a Mil- 
fon and à half of our Mony. After this, and ſome: lit- 
tle Advantages obtain'd againſt the Armenians, Macrinus 
with his Son | repair'd to Antioch, where he principally 
follow'd the Pleaſures of the Place, neglected the Govern- 
ment of the Empire; and delay'd his Journey to Rome, 
tho! he was often ſollicited both by Letters and his own 
Soldiers, to come. to the City. In which he committed a 
great Error; for his ſtaying to partake of the Debauche- 
ries of Antioch, and his ill-tim'd Severities to his Soldi- 
2 prov'd the Occaſion of his Ruin a few Months 
after. + | | | | 

ln the ſame Year it is believ'd, that Aſclepiades Biſhop, E.. 
of Antioch, dy'd, after he had worthily fill'd that See a- 7%. 
bout ſix or eight Years; and was ſucceeded by Philetut 
who held that Dignity about eight or ten Years, and was 
the tenth Biſhop of Antioch after the Apoſtles, In the ſame 
Year alſo Mon. Tillemont places that remarkable Story of 
Natalis a Confeſſor at Rome, which Euſebius in the latter 
End of his fifth Book, relates from an anonymous Au- 
thor. This Naralis, had been ſeduc'd by Aſclepiodotut and 
Theodotus a Banker, both Diſciples of that Heretick for- 
merly mention'd, Theodotxs the Currier, who perſwaded 
him to be made a Biſhop of their Sect, upon conſiderati- 
on of a certain Monthly Salary. Being thus beguil'd by 
the Bait of Primacy, as well as Profit, God, who was. 
particularly merciful to the Aſſerters of his Son's Honour, 
as pleas'd firſt to admoniſh him by Viſions; and after 
hat, to torment him all Night by his Angels, in order to 

ls Recovery and Reſtoration, Inſomuch, that rifing ve- 

y early, with Sackcloth and Aſhes, and a Flood of Tears, 
ecalt himſelf down before v4 > hag Biſhop of Rome, 

d alſo before the Clergy and Laity; uſing all Methods 
o move the Compaſſion of the injur'd Church. And at- 
er many Intreaties and Supplications, and ſhewing the 
rints of the Stripes he had receiv'd by the luſtruments of 
eaven, he was with much Difficulty receiv'd again into 

» Communion of the Church. As for Theodotus the 
anker, he formed a new Set of his own, and added 
me Things to the. Theodutrans formerly mention'd, as 
ticularly that Feſus Chriſt was inferior to Melchiſedeck, 

Vo T. II. M who 
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who was, according to his Opinion, Eternal without Fa. 
ther or Mother, and the Advocate of Angels; and that 
Feſns Chriſt was pure Man, and exercis'd the Office af 
Advocate only for Men. For which Reaſon his Folloy- 

ers obtain'd the Name of Melchiſedecianr. 
A. D. ln che mean time the Emperor Alacriuus daily loſt ground 
218, in the Reputation of all wiſe Men; but that which moſt 
Macri. promoted his Downfal, was the Artifices of Meſa, Siſtet 
to the late E ſs Julia, who upon the Death of Cara- 
2. calla had retir'd to Emeſa in Pbænicia, with all her Fa. 


= mily and her vaſt Eſtate which ſhe had gain'd by living 
Kc. 


above twenty Years in the Emperor's Court. Her Fami- 
ly conſiſted of two Widow Daughters, Soemias and Ma 
mea, and their Sons Baſſianus and Alexianus, one 14, and 
the other 12 Years of Age. Emeſa was a City famous 
for worſhipping the Sun in the Shape of a Black Conical 
Stone; which Idol, they ſaid, came down from Heaven, 
and was call'd Elagabal, or the Frming God. Now Ba 
fiames being a Prieſt of that Temple, he obtain'd the Name 
of Elagabatus, or as ſome write it, Heliogabalns; and he 
was much admir'd by the Roman Soldiers tor his fine Shape 
and Beauty. Mæſa finding the Soldiers to affect him, 
that ſhe might loſe no Advantage, readily proſtituted het 
Danghter's Honour by reporting that he was the real Son 
of Ceracalla ; and by means of large Sums, great Promi- 
ſes, and producing her Grandſon in the Amas Campnea WW 

, the procur'd the Soldiers there to proclaim him 
Emperor, under the Name of M. Aurelius Antoninus; 
which was done on the 15th Day of May, 218. Afar WW" 
nus at firſt contemn'd that Faction rais'd only by a Wo- 
man and a Boy, and thought it ſufficient to ſend a Com. 
mander call'd Julian to chaſtize the Revolters ; but for 
want of his own Perfonal Appearance, the Soldiers under 
Julian were ſoon corrupted, cut off their General's Head, 
and went over to Elagabalns, This oblig'd Macrinus im- 
mediately to make uſe of his whole Power ; but he want- 
ing Courage himſelf, and his Army an [aclination to fight, 
he was intirely defeated; and flying with all Secretie and 
Expedition towards Rome, where his Arrival was defir'd, 
he was overtaken at Chalcedon, and both he and his Son 
put to Death, This hapned-on the 7th Day of June, un- 
der the Conſulſhips of Himſelf and Adventut, he being 
fifty four Years of Age, and having reign'd but one Year 
and two Months, wanting three Days. N 


* 
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Immediately after the Death of Macriaus and his Son, E L a- 

Elagabalus, by the Advice of his Grandmother Meſa, A- 

wrote to Kome in the moſt obliging manner imaginable; Los. 

which notwithſtanding was ill digeſted by the Senate ang . rwen- 

People, who much more deſir'd the Government of Ma- dunn 

cin. But finding they were unable to refiſt ſuch a Ener. 

powerful Party, they yielded Obedience to Elagabalus, of . 

whom they conoeiv'd ſome Hopes, both upon the Ac- &c. 

count of his good Shape, and for his Name of Antoninus. 

By reaſon ot his Youth, many things were at firſt or- 

der'd by the Advice and Directions of Meſa and her Fa- 

yourites, who ſetling the unquiet' Aﬀairs of the Eaſt, 

haſtned towards Rome with the young Emperor; but be- 

ing conſtrain'd to winter at Nicomedia in On, he 

there by ſeveral Inſtances manifeſted his ſcandalous and 

ireclaimable Life. He was but fourteen Years of Age 

when he was elected; and as he was the youngeſt, fo be 

was the moſt looſe and profligate Emperor that Kome, or 

perhaps the World ever ſaw. His Life is one continu'd 

and amazing Inſtance of the moſt ſuperlative Effeminacy, 

and the moſt unaccountable Extravagancy ; and it cannot 

be determin'd which was moſt notorious, his unbridled 

Obſcenity, his boundleſs Prodigality, or his Fantaſticat 

Foolery. It affords a melancholy View of Mankind, that 

when left to themſelves and abandon'd to their Luſts, no 


— Senſe of Honour, no Regard of Humanity or common 
„ Deency, can reſtrain them. And that which made theſe 
„ W'bings. the more wonderful in this Emperor, was, that 


m extraordinary Vein of Superſtition run through all his 
Actions; ſo that whilſt he liv'd like a Brute, he would 
needs ſeem pious and religious. 


Fo His Mother Scemias was infamous like himſelf, but 
4 es Aunt amen was a Woman of admirable Virtues; 
ny nd tho* the Domeſtick Examples ſhe had. been us'd to, 


were far from being excellent, yet (he kept her ſelf un- 


= drrupted in the mid(t of ſo much impurity, and took a ſtrict 
— to keep her Son Alexianus the ſame. She was not 
70 n virtuous according to the Heathen Notions of Vir- 


ve and Goodneſs, but her Aims were infinitely higher. 
un- ng a Hias born, ſhe could not but be acquainted. 
* th the Affairs both of Jews and Chriſtiant; and having 
ard of the great Fame of Origen, was extreamly deũ- Ed. 
dus to ſee him, and hear him concerning Religion, that. 
e might truly underſtand it, and know what it was, for: 
men ch the World had him in 1 Veneration. Aud — 
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rigen, has given ſufficient Reaſons to place it in this pre- 


A. D. 


21 


. 
2 
Herod. 


Dion. 


ab. 


this purpoſe, before the Emperor's Departure from the 
Eaſt, ſhe ſent for him from Alexandria, ordering a mili. 
tary Guard to conduct him to Antioch, where he ſtaid 
with her ſome conſiderable Time; and having fully open'd 
the DoQrines of 9 and given her many De- 
monſtrations of the Faith of its Profeſſors, to the great 
Honour of God and Religion, he was honourably dil: 
miſs'd, and permitted to return to his old Charge in Alex. 
andria. It is probable that ſhe was baptiz'd; fince ſeveral 
Writers do account her a Chriſtian, and her Piety is ſo 
highly commended by Euſebius a Chriſtian Biſhop ; be- 
ſides, ſhe was ſo great a Patroneſs, that ſhe protected the 
Church from all Perſecution during all her Son's Reign, 
Some late Writers are of Opinion, that this Interview 
between Origen and her was ſeveral Years after this time; 
but Mon. Tillemont in his 16th Note upon his Life of 0- 


ſent Year 218. In which Year, it is believ'd that Maxi- 
milla, one of the two great Propheteſſes of the Montanifts, 
dy*d. In the ſame Year alſo, or the following, Zephyr 
us Biſhop of Rome dy'd, after he had held the Dignity 
18 Years, and was ſucceeded by Caliſtus, an Italian of 
Ravenna, Son of Domitius, who continu'd in the See 5 
Years, and was the 15th Biſhop of Nome after the Apo- 

ſtles St. Peter and St. Paul. | | 
Elagabalus having paſs'd the Winter at Nicomedia, in 
the following Spring came to Rome, where he made large 
Diſtributions, and noble Spectacles of all ſorts; but his 
only Concern for any thing that might claim the Name 
of Bufineſs, was to do Honour to his Syrian Stone Idol, 
by which he repreſented the Sun; to which with all pol 
fible ſpeed he erected a magnificent Temple. To this 
Temple he repair'd every Morning, and offer'd Hecatombs 
of Oxen, with an innumerable Quantity of Sheep, which 
he laid on Altars loaded with the richeſt Spices, and 
waſh'd with the nobleſt Wines, which were conſum'd 
with incredible Profuſion, that the greater Honour might 
be paid to this Image, Theſe extravagant Superſtions, 
celebrated with all ſorts of Muſick and Dancings per 
form'd by Phænician Women, were ſo much the more 
inſupportable, by how much Elagabalus made them but- 
thenſome to the Perſons of the higheſt Quality; for the 
whole Body of Senators and Equites were oblig'd to at 
tend theſe Ceremonies as often as the Emperor thought 
fit to call them, Beſides this Temple near the DINER, - 
| lit 
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built another in the Suburbs to his God, whither annnal- A. D, 
in the Heat of Summer the original Image, which 220. 
he had brought from Emeſa, was carry'd, where the Pro- Elagab. 
cefſion was as pompous as poſſible: For the Idol was 2 
plac'd alone in a triumphal Chariot moſt exquiſitely a- . 
dorn'd; and the Emperor held the Reins himſelf, running 
backwards by the Chariot fide, that he might the more 
frequently view his Deity; all which was accompany'd 
with the Images of all other Gods, and the moſt ſacted 
and valuable Treaſures of the Roman Temples, The Gen- 
tile Romans, who had been educated with Sentiments of 
Reyerence towards their other Gods, were extreamly mor- 
tity'd, to ſee, that whatſoever they held dear or ſacred in 
their Idolatrous Worſhip, muſt all now be ſacrific'd to 
this new Image. They could have been ſatisfy'd to have 
worſhipt it as the Tutelar Deity of the Emeſeni, and as 
ſuch to have erected a Temple to it; but to proftrate all 
their other Idols to this fingle one, was, as they thought, 
abominable. Yet nothing leſs would fatisfie Elagabalas, 
who accounted all their ancient Gods as only Servants 


and Attendants to his; tho” ſome of them were ſo much 
ot N favour'd, as to be choſen either for a Wife or for Com- 
5 WY panions to this. He was alſo ſo vain, as to hope to com- 
o- 


prehend the Jeuiſß and the Samaritan {ray ans in his 
own, and therefore perhaps it was that he Circumcis'd 
himſelf, and ſuperſtitiouſly abſtain'd from Swines Fleſh ; 
for he was deſirous to put the Rites of all Religions in 
practice, that he might the more eafily bring them that 
were of other Religions, to pay a Reverence to his own 
Deity, It is probable that he would have been Baptiz'd 
too, vainly imagining that by that means he might ſeduce 
the Chriſtians to the Worthip of his Idol; and perhaps 


bebe was, if there were any Apoſtates profligate enough to 
ch betray their Faith to gratific his fantaſtick Humour. As 
id i for che other Impieties and Monſtroſities related of this 
„ Emperor, the Hints we have before given, are ſufficient 


in this Place; they being ſo much below a Prince, and al- 
— reaſonable Man, that they ought to be bury'd in Ob- 
Vion. 


In the third Year of this Emperor's Reign, Dion relates 3 D 
* ſtrange Story of an Apparition of Alexander the Great, 22 
he or ſome Demon in his Shape, near the River Dauube, Elagat 
who with four hundred Companians, dreſt and dancing 3 
like Bacchanals, paſs'd through Mefia and Thrace to By- 7, 
beg mum, without any Endeavours of Oppoſition 1 = 

| | algiers 
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Soldiers and Governors, who allow'd them all Accom. 
modations in their Journey. Then paſſing the Sea to Cul. 
cedon in Aſia, there, after ſeveral peculiar Ceremonies per- 
form'd, aud, putting a wooden Horſe. into the Ground, 
they wholly dilappeat'd. In the, ſame Year a noted Chri- 
ſtian, call'd Julius Africanus of Paleſtine, obtain'd a De. 
putation;from the Emperor to cauſe the City of Emma; 
pear Jeruſalem to berepair'd, which was afterwards call'd 
by the Name of Nicopolis. This Africanus about the ſame 
time.compos'd.an exact Chronicle divided into five Books, 
from the Beginping of the World, to the third Year of 
the Reign of Elagabalus, wherein he gave a brief Account 
of the moſt remarkable Accidents from the Creation, to the 
time of Feſus Chri/t, and related in few Words all that 
hapned from our Saviout's Time, to that wherein he 
wrote. We have not this famous Work under Africa 
#«;'s Name; but Exſebius has inſerted it almoſt entire in 
his Chranicon, altering and adding ſome few Things, and 
cottecting ſome of his Miſtakes, Beſides, his Chronicle, 
he afterwards wrote two Letters, one to Ariſtides, to te- 
concile-the ſeeming Difference between St. Matthew and 
St. Luke, concerning our Saviour's Genealogy; and the 
other to Origen, to ſhew the Fabulouſneſs, or at leaſt the 
Uncertainty of the Hiſtory of Suſanna, 

In theſe times Elagabalus having rendred himſelf odi- 
ous and deſpicable to all Men, was prevail'd upon by the 
2 of his Grandmother Maſa, to adopt his Couſin- 

erman Alexianns, tho but two Years younger than him- 
ſelf, and make to him Ceſar and his Succeflor, giving him 
the Names both of Alexander and Severus. This ſtrange 
Adoption was readily confirm'd by the Senate, but in a 
ſhort time it much diſpleas'd Elagabdlns: for he found the 
Diſpoſitions of young Alexander too virtuous for him, and 
that the growing Hopes of that wonderful Youth would 
ſoon-eclipſe his Glory. This put him upon many fooliſh 
as well as impious Projects to deſtroy him; but fearing 
that the Senate might ruin his Deſigns, by chufing ano- 
ther Emperor, he reſolv'd to anticipate them, aud in the 
fourth Year of his Reign, Az. 222, he ſuddenly banilh'd 
the whole Senate out of the City, without allowing them 
to make the leaſt Preparations for Travelling. Shortly af: 
ter, having unſucceſsfully endeavour'd to poiſon Alexa: 
der, that he might ſound the Soldiers, he reported that he 
was dead, which immediately rais'd a Mutiny among 
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der along with him in a glorions Chariot to the Camp; 
where the Soldiers Acclamations were ſolely directed to 
his Couſin, and no Reſpect ſhewn to himſelf ; which fo 
enrag'd\him, that he threatned the Authors of the Mati- 
ny with the ſevereſt Puniſhments. But the Tempeſt was 
wn too high, and the Army was reſolv'd to rid this 
World of the Monfter, and thereupon ran furiouſly after 
him, intending to kill him where ever they found him. 
In a ſhort time they found him with bis Mother hanging 
about him in a Sink of the Army, whither he fled, hoping 
to eſcape by that fecret Way; but the Paſſage being too 
narrow, he was ſtopt, and the Soldiers immediately cut 
off his and his Mother's Heads, dragg'd their Bodies through 
the Streets, afier the moſt — a0" Manner, and at 
laſt threw his headleſs Trunk into the common Sewers 
that led into the River, with a Weight ty'd to it, that it might 
never riſe again and be bury'd. Thus dy'd Elagabalus, 
the moſt vile and abominable Prince in the World, out 
of Hatred to whoſe Memory, a Decree was made by the 
Senateand People of Rome, That thencefor ward no Emperor 
Rome ſhould be call d by the Name of Antoninus. His 
eath hapned on the 11th Day of March, being in the 
18th Year of his Age, and having reign'd three Years, 
nine Months, and four Days. 


IV. Immediately after the Death of Elagabalus, young A. 1» 
Alexander was by an univerſal Conſent acknowledg'd 122. 
Emperor of me, being now about ſixteen Years of Aye, a, rx. 
and a Prince of ſuch admirable Virtues and Qualificati- azo: 
ons, that they ought not to be paſs'd over in an Eccleſia- the rwrn- 
ftical Hiſtory without particular Notice. This Prince hav- g 4% 
ing the moit celebrated Men for his Maſters and Tutors, x,,,,,,. 


became skilful in all Arts and Sciences, and was ſo con- 
fiderable for his Parts and Abilities, that at the Beginning 
of his Adminiſtration, he rather ſeem'd a wiſe old Man, 
than a Youth, By the Advice of his wiſe Mother Aa- 
mes, he choſe the worthieſt, and moſt experienc'd Perſons 
of the Empire for his Council; and never aQed any Thing 
without their Opinion, notwithſtanding his own Abſolute 
Authority, and that he was ſo judicious and ſagacious 
himſelf, that ſcarce any Man could impoſe upon bis Un- 
derftanding, By the Aſſiſtance of his great Counſellors, 
he immediately ſet about a general Reformation; and firſt, 
he ſent back all the Foreign [mages that had been brought 


to Kome, to their reſpeQive Cities and Temples; then he 
M 4 remov'd 
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remoy'd all thoſe impure Miniſters of Elagabalus, the Eu- 
nuchs, the Buffoons and Partomimes, with an incredible 
Numberof lewd Women, 'that had been brought into the 
Palace. He wou'd admit none to pay their Devoirs to 
him, his Wife, or Mother, but Perſons of Honeſty, and 
known Reputation; ſolemnly forbidding by the publick 
Cryer all ſuch as knew themſelves to be otherwiſe, to ap- 
roach'his Preſence, threatning that if he once diſcover'd 
lden, it ſhould colt them their Lives. And that he might 
remove all Corruptions of Manners, he deſtroy'd the Uſe 
of mixt Baths in Rome, where both Sexes bath'd together; 
all which had been prohibited by ſome of the good Em- 
perors, but were reviv'd by his infamous Predeceſſor. He 
reſtrain'd the ordinary Charges of the Court, and reduc'd 
the Palace to an excellent Order, abridging the ſuperfluous 
Expences introduc'd by the Luxury ot former Emperors, 
He apparell'd himſelf with great Plainneſs and Modeſty, al. 
ledging, That Goverament" conſiſted in Virtue, and nit 
in coſily Attire ; wherefore he wore no Jewels, nor 
'wou'd permit any in his Chamber, and accounted it a 
great Vanity, That a Thing ſ» ſmall in Quantity ſhould be 
% large in Price. He never made uſe of golden Cups, 
nor allow'd above 200 Pound Weight of Silver Veſſels 
in his Palace; ſo that at publick Entertainments he uſually 
borrow'd both Plate and Servants of his Friends, He was 
highly affable and courteous in his Temper, familiarly vi- 
fired all Perſons of Worth, and permitted any Man per- 
ſonally to inform him of their Buſineſs; and finding their 
Demands reaſonable, he perform'd their Requeſts; if o- 
therwiſe, he' calmly debated the Matter with them, and 
ſhew'd them their Errors, He kept a private Memorial 
of the Names of ſuch as ought to be conſider'd for their 
Services, and the Preſents made to deſerving Perſons, which 
he frequently view'd ; and when he found any to whon he 
had given nothing, or not anſwerable to their Merits, he 
call'd them to him, asking, My they were ſo backward in 
demanding a Reward; and why they would ſuffer him 10 
continue iu their Debt? He took care of the Education of 
great Numbers of poor Children, and was very bountiful to 
all indigent Perſons of Merit ; and he is obſery'd every 
Day to have done ſome good to others, in which he en- 
ceeded the renown'd Titus, by having the Happineſs of 2 
longer Reign. = 
As the Bounty of this Emperor extended to all, ſo did 
his Care to all publick Officers and Magiſtrates, Q the 
| | | Wy | oice 
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Choice of whom, his Opinion was, That they were muſt 
fit for publick Places wha declined them, not thoſe who ſu- 
2d for them; to which he frequently added, That ſuch on- 
ly ought to be advanc'd, who could diſcharge their OR 
themſelves, and not by Deputies, That he might be exa 
in chuſing Men, when he appointed Governors of Pro- 
vinces and Cities, he publiſh'd the Names of the Perſons 
deſign'd, deſiring and encouraging all Men, to make 
all juſt Odjections againſt them, and to prove their Accu- 
ſation; with this Proviſo, that if they did not make good 
their Charge, and if it proceeded from Malice, the Accu- 
ſer ſhould be immediately beheaded :. For, ſaid he, fince 
Chriſtians aud Jews aſe ſuch careful Methads in the Choice 
and Ordination of their Prieſts, it is moſt reaſonable that the 
like Courſe ſhould be taken in the Choice of Rectors of Pro- 
vinces, to whom are committed the Lives and Fortunes of 
thoſe under their Subjettions, He would in no Cale per- 
mit Offices and Places to be bought and fold: For, de- 
clar'd he, He who buys his Office muſt needs ſell Fuſtice: 
] cannot bear any Merchants in Authority, which ,I tole- 
rate, I cannot afterwards condemn their Actions; and I ſhall 
bluſh to puniſh that Perſon who bought, ſince I once permit- 
ted him to be a Bayer, He was alſo a ſevere Puniſher of 
ſuch Magiſtrates as were guilty of any corrupt Practice; 
and frequently ſaid, He had always his Finger in readineſs 
to pluck out the Eyes of that Fudge who was partial, or re- 
ce Bribes and Gratuities; in which he was ſo ſtrict, 
that when Arabinut, a Perſon accus'd of Bribery, came to 
pay him his Reſpects, he cry'd out in a violent Paſſion, 
Arabinus wot only lives, but takes me for ſuch a ſenſeleſs 
Prince, as to appear in my Preſence. He baniſh'd one of 
his Secretaries for forging a Bill in his Council, and caus'd 
the dine ws of his Fingers to be cut through, that he might 
never be able to write after. And becauſe the Corrupti- 
ons of publick Officers were of ſuch dangerous Conſe- 
quence, he often declar'd, That fince their Truſts were ſo 
great, in moſt Caſes, the Laſi of their Places was an inſuf- 
ferent Puniſhment, that nothing could recompence for ſuch 
Miſchiefs, but the Loſs of their Lives, Accordingly, he 
commanded one of his Servants, who had receiv'd a hun- 
dred Crowns of a Soldier for a Bribe, to be hang'd in the 
High-way, where his Servants commonly paſs'd to his 
Houſes out of the City, Nor would he ſpare his chief 
Favourite Tarinus, who for taking Mony for a Place, 
ind not performing his Part in it, was adjudg'd by him 
| to 
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to be bound to a Stake in the main Frum, and to be ſmo- 
ther'd to Death with the Smoke of green Wood, and wet 
Stubble, the publick Crier in the mean time proclaiming, 
He who ſold Smoke, dies by Smoke, By theſe Acts of ju- 
ſtice, as well as many others of Mercy and Generoſity, 
he gain'd the Affection and Admiration of all Men. 
Amidſt ſo many Virtues and Excellencies, this Empe- 
ror could not want a proportionable Degree of Religion, 
which was really Pagan, but not fo pernicious to the true 
Religion as that of Anioniuus Philoſophus; for by means of 
his Mother Mama, he ſhew'd a particular m for 
Chriſtianity, and had the Images of Abraham and Feſa; 
Chr:/t in his Cloſet, where he perform'd his daily Devo- 
tions; but as a purblind Man, without full Knowledge, he 
plac'd Chriſt among Orpbent, Apollonius Tyanexs, and his 
other Deities. Tho' Alexander di lieve in Feſw 
Chriſt as a Saviour, yet he reverenc'd him as a Law-giver, 
whoſe Inſtitutions excell'd all thoſe of the Gentile Philoſo- 
hers. That Command, on which all the Law and the 
ophets depend, DO NOT THAT TO ANOTHER, 
WHICH YOU WOULD NOT HAVE ANOTHER 
DO TO YOU, he was ſo fond of, that when he pu- 
niſh'd any Man for AQs of Injuſtice, the Crier was com- 
manded publickly to pronoùnee it in the Court; and that 
it might be the more regarded, he order'd it to be inſerib i 
upon his Palace, his Courts of Judicature, and his public 
orks and Buildings. He had ſuch a goed Opinion of 
Chriſtianity, that he once defign'd to ere& a Temple to 
JESUS CHRIST in particular; but his Soothſayers hin- 
der'd him dy giving a Reaſon, which coming from a P- 
an Author, is a noble Character of the Chriſtian Faith, 
* That if the Chriſtians were ever publickly allow'd to 
have Temples of their own, the Temples of the Roman 
© Deities would be forſaken, and the Empire would ſoon 
© embrace Chriſtianity. Tho? this hinder'd the Emperor 
from building Churches to the Honour of Jeſus Chrif, 
he was not willing that any already built ſhould be pulli 
down. For when the Company 8 complain 
that the ha yan had built a Church upon a Piece of 
waſte Ground, which they claim'd for themſelves, he de- 
ny'd their Petition, deciding the Matter by his Reſcript in 
theſe Words; I: is better that God be there worſhipped i 
any manner, than that the Place ſhould be put to ſuch Uſe 
as they defign'd it for. The greateſt Part of his Famil) 
were converted, and the Chriſtians enjoy'd perfect * 
| ; | quill 
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quility Spring his Reign; in which Reign, it is moſtly be- 

lied, the Chriſtians Wi firſt to build their Churches in x4. 

pablick, _ 5 Al of the e „ N 
in e firſt Year Emperor's Reign, Hippohrur a 

celebrated Biſhop of Arabia, and e a Martyr, fi- 

nih'd'his remarkable Treatiſe concerning Eaſter, wherein 

hegavea kind of a Chronicle to the firſt Year of Alexan- 

der, and alſo a Paſchal Cycle for fixteen Years, This Au- 

thor was eminent for ſeveral Pleces, as particularly one 

concerning Antichriſt, one concerning the Reſurrectium, and 

one againſt all Hereſtes; but for none more than his Com- 

mentaries upon the Holy Scriptures. Theſe are ſaid to have A. D. 

given Occaſion to the great Origen to do the like, beim 222, 

particularly excited by his dear Friend Ambrofizs, who nat Ale, 

onlyimportun'd him, but alſo tarniſh'd him with all Con- 

veniencies neceſſary for ſuch a Labour; allowing him be- 2 

des his Maintenance, ſeven Notaries, and ſometimes 

to attend upon him, who by Turns 4 take from his 

Mouth what he dictated, and as many Tranſcribers, befides 

Virgins employ'd for that Purpoſe, who copy'd out fair 

what the others had haſtily written. His Induſtry and Di- 

lgence in theſe Studies were incredible, few Parts of the 

Bible eſcaping his narrow and critical Re-ſearches; where» 

in heattain'd to ſo admirable an Accuracy and Perfection, 

that St, Ferom himſelf, who was not always civil to his 

Memory, profeſt, he could have been ſatisfied to have born 

that Load of Envy caſt upon his Name, provided he had 

with it his Skill and Knowledge in the Scriptures. About A. D. 

theſe Times, and the ſecond Year of Alexonder, Califlas 224. 

Biſhop of Rome, after he had held that Dignity about five Alex, 

Years, was martyr'd in the City; undoubtedly without the 2 

Emperor's Knowledge, He was ſucceeded by Urbanns, a +: 

Roman, and Son of Pontianut, who continu'd in the See 

about eight Years, and was the fixteenth Biſhop of Rome, 

after the Apoſtles St. Peter and St. Paul. 


V. For the Space of two or three Years we find very A. D. 
ttle, either of Eccleſiaſtical or the Roman Affairs. The 227. 
al ckief we find do relate to the indefatigable Studies of Ori. Alex. 
dee; who having made himſelf a moft profound Matter of _< 
Funn Fbilopphy, as well as Divinity, now wrote in Defence . 
oP of his Philoſophical Studies, as well from the Uſefulneſs C. 
UM. of them, as from the Examples of Pantænus and Hera- 

* clas, now a Presbyter in Alexandria. But his Philoſo- 


Phical and unbounded Genius often tranſported him wo 


YU 
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Far in his Writings, and made him afterwards advance ſe- 


veral extravagant Notions, not to ſay dangerous Errors; 


which made greater Noiſe in the Church, than any others 


A. D. ſince the Beginning of — In the Year 228, he 
r 


228. was ſent by his Biſhop Demetrius 


om Alexandria into A- 


Alex. chaia in Greece, which was then diſturb'd with divers He- 


s 
7. 


refies, that over-ran the Churches in thoſe: Parts, He ſtaid 
a conſiderable time at Athens, where, as Epiphanius tells 
us, he frequented the Schools of the Philoſophers, and 
convers'd with the Sages of that City. At Nicopolir near 
Actium, he found a new Verſion of the old Teſtament in- 


Bhs Greek, which was. done by ſome unknown Je, and 


was the fifth Greek Verſion of the old Teſtament ſince our 


Saviour's Nativity, Origen afterwards joining this with the 
Verſion found at Fericho 11 Years before, and adding them 
to his Work call'd Terrapla, mention'd A. D. 214. he com- 
pos'd his Hexapla and his Octapla; which was a Bible 
conſiſting of all the Greet Verſions, with the Hebrew 
Text in two diſtinct Characters, and all plac'd in different 
Columns: A noble Work, and of ſingular Uſe. In this 
Journey to Achaia, as he paſs'd through Paleſtine, he took 
Ceſarea in his Way, where producing his Letters of Re- 
commendation from Demetrius, he was ordain'd Presbyti 
by Alexander Biſhop of Fernſalem, and Theodtiſtus of Ce- 
ſarea, he being now 43 Years of Age. Tho' this was in- 
tirely the Act of theſe two excellent Biſhops, who deſign'd 
only to add Authority to his Embaſly, yet the Thing was 


highly reſented by his Dioceſan Demetrius, who envying 


his mighty Reputation, declar'd it was an Affront to his 
Juriſdiction, and a Contempt of his Power ; and that he 
might not want Pretences, he condemn'd him now for the 
unnatural Action committed in his Youth, ſeverely refled. 
ing upon the Biſhop who ordain'dhim. However, Origen 
return'd peaceably to Alexandria, where he continu'd his 
Commentaries upon the Holy Scriptures. lt was then 
that he publiſh'd his five Books of Commentaries upon the 
Goſpel of St. Jobn, eight Books upon Geneſis, Commen- 
taries upon the firſt five and twenty Pſalms, and upon the 
Lamentations of Jeremiah, his Books de Principiis, and his 
Stromata. BE + us 

In the ſame Year that Origen was ordain'd Prieſt, Pl. 
letus Biſhop of Antioch dy'd, after he had held that Dig: 
nity 10 or 11 Years; and was ſucceeded by one Zebinw 


or Zebennus, who continu'd in the See about nine Years 


and was theeleventh Biſhop of Antioch after the Apoll 
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In the ſame Year at Rome there hapned a dangerous and Dien. 
bloody Conteſt between the Emperor's Guards and the 
Citizens of Rome, upon the Account of that renown'd Ci- 

vilian Dipian, who being Commander of the Guards, vi- 
gorouſly endeavour'd to reform their many Corruptions ; 

but the Soldiers growing too powerful, not only forc' 

the Citizens to a Compliance by Fire, but purſu'd Vipian 

into the Palace, and flew him in the Preſence of the Em- 

peror and his Mother; which put an End to the Conteſt. 

This Vipran was chief Counſellor to the Emperor, and 

wrote many excellent Books upon ſeveral Subjects in the 

Law, out of which there are noble Excerpra till preſerv'd 

in the Digeſts. In the following Year the celebrated Dion A. D. 
Caſſius, having been Proconſul of Africa for a few Years, and 229. 
now a ſecond time Conſul, retir'd himſelf into the Pro- Alex. 
vince of Bithynia, where he wrote that great and excellent —< 
Work of his, the Roman Hiſtory, of which we have a con- 
fiderable Part ſtil! remaining, and which ſufficiently ſhews 

the extraordinary Abilities of the Author. 

All this while Demetrius Biſhop of Alexandria was not A. D. 
appeas d, but continu'd to perſecute Origen; and in a Coun- 230. 
cil which he aſſembled in the tenth Year of Alexander's, A. D. 
Reign, it was ordain'd that Origen ſhould quit Alexandria; 231. 
that he ſhould neither be permitted to teach or live there Alex. 
any longer; but that nevertheleſs he ſhould not be depriv'd »_ 
of his Dignity of Prieſthood. Origen being thus baniſn'd 29: 
from Alexandria, refign'd the Government of his Cateche- Eſc. 
tical School to his Colleague Heraclas, and retir'd to Cæ- Jr 
ſerea in Paleſtine, his ordinary Place of Refuge, where he 
was generouſly receiv'd by his Patron TBeactiſtus Biſhop of 
that City, and Alexander Biſhop of Feruſalem, who under- 
took to defend him, commiſſion'd him publickly to ex- 
pound the Scriptures, and heard him as if he had been their 
Maſter. But Demetrius being not fatisfy'd with the firſt 
Judgment againſt Origen, accus'd him of Heretical Princi- 
ples in a ſecond Council of the Biſhops of Age, and 
having caus'd him to be depriv'd of his Prieſthood, and e- 
yen to be excommunicated, he wrote at the ſame time to 
all Parts againſt him, to procure his being excluded the 
Communion of the Catholick Church. For when once a 
Prieſt was depos'd and excommunicated by his Biſhop, 

With the Conſent of the Biſhops of the Province, he could 

not without Reconciliation be admitted into any other 

Church, So that it is no Wonder, if all the Biſhops in 

me World, except thoſe of Paleſtize, Arabia, TIO, 
| an 
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and Ae baia, who were intimately acquainted with 0rigey, 
Mould conſent to his Condemnation; and if the Biſhop uf 
Rome it ſelf, having aſſembled his Clergy againſt him, did 
condemn him after the Example of his own Biſhop, Ne. 
vertheleſs Origen found ſeveral Ptotectors, eſpecially in 
Paleſtine, where he continu'd to explain the Scriptures 2 
Ceſare, as formerly at Alexandria, with ſo great a Repy- 
tation, that all ſorts of Perſons, not only from that Pro- 
vince, but even from remote Countries, came to be his 
Diſciples, The moſt. famous were Gregory, afterward; 
furnam'd Thanmaturges, and his Brother A: embdorus, who 
afterwards returning to their own Country Pontus, both 
became Biſhops, and prov'd eminent Lights, and Gover- 
nors. of the Church, Firmilian, afterwards Biſhop of Ce. 
ſarea in Cappadocia, was another; who had fo great an 
Eſteem for him, that he ſometimes engag'd him to come 
over into his Province for Edification of the Churches in 
thoſe Parts, and other times went into Paleſtine to viſit 
him, and to perfect himſelf by his Society and Converſati- 
on. His Enemy Demetrius liv'd not long after he had ei- 
communicated him, but dy'd in the ſame Year, after he 
had held this Dignity 43 Years; and was ſucceeded by 
HTeraclas, to whom Origen had left his School, who con- 
tinu'd in this See about Raton Years, and was the twelfth 
Biſhop of Alexandria, after the Evangeliſt St. Mark. He- 
raclas left the Care of his Catechetical School to an emi. 
nent Prieſt call'd Dionyſius; and tho? both theſe were Scho- 
lars and Friends of Origen, which caus'd the Heat againlt 
him to abate, yet he was always look'd upon as an ei- 
communicated Perſon by the ptians, and the Sentence 
of Demetrius continu'd under his ucceſſors. In this Re. 
tirement Origen compos'd his Hexapla and Ocłapla, went 
on with his Commentaries upon St. John, and began ſome 
upon. Ezekiel and Jſatah, 

About the time of Origen's Retirement from Alexar- 
dria, it is believ'd that the Council of Iconizm was call'd, 
which Euſebius briefly mentions in his 7th Book and 7th 
Chapter. This was aſſembled to determine a Controverſic 
concerning the Validity of that Baptiſm that was admini- 
ſtred by the Jſonraniſts or Cataphrigians, and therein it 
was reſolv'd, That all Baptiſm adminiſtred out of the 
Church was to be reje&cd, as had been done before it 
Cappadocia by immemorial Cuſtom. All that we know 
further of this Council, is, that there were many Biſhops 
at it from Cappadocia, Galatia, Cilicia, and the neighbour- 

ing 
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ing Provinces ; and that Firmillian Biſhop of Cappadocia, 

was none of the leaſt eminent among them. In the fol- A. D. 
lowing Year, and tenth of Alexander, Urbanus Biſhop of 232, 
Rome dy'd, by Martyrdom, as it's commonly believ'd, after Ajex. 
he had held that Dignity about eight Years; and was ſucceed- 20 
ed by Pontianus a Roman, the Son of Calpbarnius, who 11. 
continu'd in the See about five Years, and was the feven- 

teenth Biſhop of Kome after the Apoſtles St. Peter and St. 

anl. In the ſame Year, 162 Years after the Deſtruction 

of Jeruſalem, according to the Rabbins, the Jeraſalem Tal- 

mud was begun and compos'd by R. Fochanan; which is 

a confus'd Heap of the extravagant and the wild Notiohs, 
Cuſtoms, and Traditions of the Jeu in thoſe Times, But 

it is ſo obſcure, that the Fews of latter Times could make 

but little uſe of it; fo that when they cite the Talmnd, 

they ordinarily mean that of Baby/oz, written above three 
hundred Years after, and when they would denote the o- 

ther, they add the Title Feruſalem 


it Alexander having now reign'd about ten Years, to the Lm. 

general Satisfaction of all Men, was alarm'd by the Pro- 

1. refs of Artaxerxes in the Faſt, who having conquer'd 

» arthia, and reftor'd the Perfian Empire, began to invade 
de Roman Dominions, This caus'd Alexander to make 

10 all neceſſary Preparations to oppoſe this new Conqueror, 

1. u to go in Perſon againſt him; in which Expedition he 


obſerv d the greateſt larity and Diſcipline, maintain- 
my ſuch Order and Juſtice, and puniſhing Outrages and 
iſdemeanors with ſuch Prudence and Severity, that his 


x. amp ſeem' d a well-govern'd City, and a Sight of his 
Army was ſufficient to give an Idea of the Grandeur of 

de Withe Roman Empire. H xceeding careful, that 
de. e Roman Empire. e Was e ing caretn!, no 
5 Soldier ſhould defraud another; ſo that if any Colonel or 
p Captain detain'd the leaſt Part of his Mens Allowance, he 
me Ws condemn'd to inevitable Death; and once he diſcard- 
„ a whole Legion at a time, never fearing any Muti- 


„d, reers, becauſe he knew they could object nothing againſt 
' W's Life and Management. If any of his Soldiers in their 
March near Gardens and Orchards, treſpaſs'd upon the 
Owners, he commanded them to be beaten with Rods of 
Iron; or if the Dignity of the Perſon exempted him from 
* ſuch a Puniſhment, he publickly reprimanded him, and 
putting him in mind of the Chriſtians Maxim, would ſo- 
emnly ask him, I he would willingly have been ſo ſerved 
in bis own Eſtate? By theſe Methods, and his innumera- 
die Acts of Kindneſs and Condeſcention, with his _ 
| er 
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der Regard to the meaneſt of the Sick and wounded, he 

was infoitely valu'd and admir'd both by his own Soldiers 
A. D. and all the Countries through which he paſs'd. In this 
233. manner Alexander advanc'd againſt the Perftans; and dy. 
Alex. ring the time of the War, there paſs'd many remarkable 
11 Skirmiſhes, till at length both Parties gathering together 
12. all their Forces, reſolv'd to come to a general Battel; in 
which Alexander, by his Management, gain'd one of the 
greateſt Victories that ever was known in the Empire, 
Artaxerxes with great Difficulty eſcaping with Life. There 
were ſlain in this Battel 1coco Horſemen, Foot-Men with- 

out Number, 200 Elephants, and 3co taken, as alſo 10 
armed Chariots, and an infinite Number of Priſoners of 

all Ranks and Qualities, as is evident from the Account 
which Alexander gave to the Senate. after his Return to 
Rome. Tho” Herodian, who hated both him and his Mo- 
ther for favouring Chriſtianity, has given a different and 
detracting Account of theſe Wars. After this happy Vi- 
Cory, the Emperor without Reſiſtance, recover'd all thoſe 
Countries that Artaxerxes had taken from the Roman; 
and paſſing through the Body of Meſopotamia, he enlarg'd 

the Bounds of the Empire, took the Cities Crefiphon and 
Babylon, ſubdu'd Part of Arabia, and then return'd to Aw 
A. D. ioch in Syria, Having eſtabliſh'd Peace in the Eaſt, he te. 
234. turn'd to Rome, where he triumph'd on September 25, with 
Alex. great Solemnity. His Chariot was drawn by four Ele- 
12 phants, and the whole Senate, Knights and People, with of 
13. an infinite Throng of Women and Ghildren, attended him in 
from the Capitol to the Palace, crying, Now Rome is ſafe, Wl bit 

ſince Alexander 1s ſafe! The following Day was ſpent in Wl Pic 

the Games of the Cirque, and the Diverſions of the Stage; Wi £0 

at which time the Emperor gave a Largeſs to the People, ft. 

and eftabliſh'd Penſions for the Maintenance of poor Chi- Wh 

dren, in Imitation of the Amxtoninus's, calling them by tle Wh 
Name of Mamæuns, in Honour of his excellent Mother me: 
Mamas. 

Lawy. This admirable Emperor continu'd but a ſhort time in WI 0 | 
— Rome, before he was diſturb'd by the Revolt of the Ger- al 
mans, Who joining with other Northern Nations, had 

paſs'd the Rhine and the Danube, with ſuch Fury and Num- n! 

bers, that all Italy was in a great Conſternation., Upon or 
Notice of which, Alexander made what Levies he could, that 

and to the mighty Regret of the whole City, went in I Gall 
Perſon to ſtem this furious Torrent. Tho? the Emperor I be v 

met with much Succeſs againſt theſe barbarous Nations, H. 


yet * 
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et he met with more barbarous Uſage from the ſtandin 
ions encamp'd about Moguntia or Mentz, which h 
been abominably corrupted in the Reign of Elagabalus, and 
ever ſince train'd up in all kinds of Rapines and Diſor- 
ders. Alexander could neither endure their inſolent Out- 
rages, nor they his regular Diſcipline : but more eſpecial- 
ly they exclaim'd againſt the exceeding Penuriouſneſs of 
his Mother Mamæa, who was then, as at other times, 
with him in the Camp. Theſe Inſolencies increaſing on 
one Side, and the Emperor's Strictneſs on the other, the 
Soldiers being excited by a famous old Soldier call'd Maxi- 
minut, reſolv'd upon his Death; which they ſhortly after 
effected in his Tent, together with that of his Mother 
Mamea, Thus dy'd this admirable Prince, by the Hands 
of a profligate and irreclaimable Army, to the infinite 
Grief of the Koman People ; who not only deify'd him, 
and beſtow'd a moſt magnificent Funeral upon him, but 
alſo appointed that his Birth-day ſhould be kept very reli- 
giouſly, and it was obſerv'd for many Years after. Alex- 
auder dy d on the 19th Day of March, under the Conſul- 
ſhips of Severut and Quintianus, being about twenty nine 


— of Age, and having reign'd thirteen Years and nine 
Ys. 


VI. Upon the Death of Alexander, the Soldiers made A. D. 
choice of Mariminut, who had been the chief Promoter 235. 
of the Murder, and ſwore him Emperor. Maximinas Max- 
immediately join'd his Son Maximus with him, allowing wixvus 
him equal Power and Authority; but the Senate and Peo- %% 260 
ple of Rome utterly refuſed to confirm their Election, and Conse, 
continu'd in that Reſolution ; ſo that Maximinus was the * 
firſt Roman Emperor, to whom Hiſtorians give that Title, — 
who was elected without the Conſent of the Senate. 
Maximinus was now 62 Years of Age, a Perſon of the 
meaneſt Extraction, barbarous by Deſcent, ſprung from a 
Goth and Alane, who from a poor Herdſman of Thrace, 
dy his monſtrous Stature, prodigious Strength, and brutiſh 
Valour, gain'd ſeveral military Poſts, and at length the 
Empire of the World, He was eight Foot and an half 
in Height; had Joints ſo large, that his Wife's Bracelet 
would ſerve him for a Thumb- Ring; a Stomach fo ſtrong, 
that he ordinarily eat 40 Pounds of Fleſh, and drunk tix 
Gallons of Wine; and a Strength ſo extraordinary, that 
be was able to turn and draw loaden Wains, to ſtrike out 
« Horſe's Teeth with his Fiſt, kill him with a Kick, and 

Vo I. ll, N N cleave: 
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cleave young Trees with his Hands. Beſides, he was of 
a Temper to bold and couragious, ſo fierce and pre- 
ſumptuous, that relying upon his vaſt Bulk and Strength, 
he neither fear'd nor regarded any Man in the World, 
So that Capitolinus truly laid of him, Never did a more 
© cruel Breaſt tread upon the Earth, Seeing bimſelf ad. 
vanc'd to ſo high a Station, he immediately ſhew'd the 
utmoſt Extent of his Authority; and firſt he put to Death 
all ſuch as had been intimate with Alexander, and then 
baniſh'd an infinite Number of others, not alis ing any 
Commander or Senator that had been advance by him 
And becauſe he was much aſham'd of the Meanneſs of 
his Extract, he commanded all ſuch as well knew him 
and his Parents to be ſlain; tho* many of them had re- 
liey'd both him and his Parents in the time of their low 
Condition, He commanded many of the moſt illuſtrious 
Perſons of Rome to be lain, ſo that the Senate and People 
ſtood in great Fear of him, being ready to tremble at his 
Name; and both Men and Women made ſolemn Vows 
and Prayers to their Gods, T hat he might never ſet Foot 
in their City. 

In a ſhort time the inſupportable Behaviour of this Ty- 
rant caus'd Magnus a Contular Perſon, to conſpire with 
many of Alexander's old Soldiers, and ſome others, to 
break down a Bridge as ſoon as Maximinns had paſs'd it 

and abandon him to the Enemy. But this was ſoon diſco- 
ver'd; tho' ſome think the whole Project was invented by 
Maximinus, to colour over his Cruelties, which he ex-- WM b 
cuted to ſo high a Degree, that he caus'd above 400 to 
be ſlain, upon pretence of their being concern'd in this t 
Treaſon, Shortly after, a great Number of Alexander Ut 
old Soldiers mutinied; and withdrawing themſelves from Ot 
the Camp, proclaim'd one Quartianus or Ticus, for Em 
eror, who had lately been” remov'd from his Charge. {ti 
"he Soldiers conſtrain'd him to accept of the Empire, Ou 
which he upon ſufficient Grounds refus'd ; for Macedin-· Ct 
us, who had been the chief Promoter of his Advancement, va 


within a few Days after murder'd him in his Bed, andi ſtet 
carried his Head to Maximinnus, who firſt kindly receiv'd of 
him, and then put him to a cruel Death, puniſhing bing %, 
for his Treaſon to his Sovereign, and his Treachery to i not 
Friend. With theſe Succeſſes the Cruelty and 'T yraun Part 
of Maximinusencreaſed ; but ſhortly after he was dW i l“ 
by his Wars againſt the Germans, whom he overthrew it 5 | 


ſeveral Battels, walted all their Country with F 7 and 
ä wor 
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Sword for above 400 Miles together, and threatned to 
ſubdue all the Northern Nations as far as the Ocean; and 
had his general Carriage been anſwerable to his Courage, 
he might probably have enjoy'd Time and Opportunity to 
have perform'd all. In the time of theſe Wars began the 
Sixth Perſecution of the Church, after it had enjoyed a- 
bout 24 Years reſt, from the End of the Fifth, under Se- 
verns aud Caracalla, 


1 5 1 
HA 


From the Beginning of the Sixth general 
Perſecution of the Church, to the End of 
the Seventh, hegun and ended under the 
Emperors Decius aud Gallus. 


Containing the Space of about 18 Tears. 


The SixTa GENERAL PERSECUTION. 


[ N the midſt of ſo much Cruelty and Bloodſhed, it a 1 
is no wonder if the Emperor Maximinus ſet him- ſy ; | 
ſelf to perſecute the CHriſtians; eſpecially ſince they 12 

had met with ſo much Favour from his Predeceſſor. ; 


This is generally call'd The Sixth general thy e = 
tho“ Sulpitius Severus admits not this into the Number, _ 


and therefore makes no more than nine Pagan Perſecuti- 
ons, peculiarly reſerving the Tenth for the Times of An- 
tichriſt. But Euſebius expreſsly affirms that daximinus 
ſtirr' d up a Perſecution againſt the riſtians, and that 
out of Hatred to his Predeceſlor, in whoſe Family many 
Chriſtians had found Shelter and Patronage ; but that it 
was almoſt wholly levell'd againſt the Biſhops and Mini- 
ſters of the. Church, as the prime Pillars and Propagators 
of Chriſtienity, Whence Firmilian, Biſhop of Cappade- 
cia, in his Letter to St. Cyprian, ſays of it, That it was 
not a general, but a local Perſecution, that rag'd in ſome 
particular Places, and eſpecially in that Province where he 
liv'd, Serenianus the Preſident driving the Chriſtians out 
of all thoſe Countries, He adds, that many dreadtat 
Earthquakes happening in oy Parts, whereby whole Ci- 
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ties and Towns were ſwallow'd up, much increas'd the 
Perſecution ; it being uſual with the Pagans, if a Famine 
or Peſtilence, an Earthquake or Inundation happen'd, im- 
mediately to turn their Rage againſt the Chriſt:ans, con- 
cluding them the Cauſers of thoſe Calamities. And this 
Origen meant when he tells us in his Homilies, that he 
knew ſome Places overturn'd with Earthquakes, the Cauſe 
whereof the Heathens caſt upon the Chriſtians, for which 
their Churches were burnt to the Ground; and that not 
only the common People, but the wiſer Sort among 
them, did not ſtick openly to affirm, That theſe Thing: 
came for the ſake of the Chriflians, About the Begin- 
ning of this Perſecution the Emperor Maximinus and his 
Son exhibited ſome magnificent Sports, and gave a Dona- 
tive to the Soldiers, which whoever receiv'd, was oblig'd 
to come up to the Tribune with a Laurel Crown up- 
on his Head. Among theſe Soldiers, a Chriſtian, more 
ſcrupulous than ordinary, brought his Crown in his Hand; 
and being ask'd the Reaſon of his not wearing it upon 
his Head, made Anſwer, That he could not becauſe he was 
a Chriſtian, Upon which, he was publickly accus'd, (tript 
of all his military Ornaments, molt cruelly ſcourg'd, and 
then caſt into Priſon, hourly expecting Martyrdom, The 
reſt of the Chriſtian Soldiers took Offence at his over nice 
Singularity, as giving the common Enemy too juſt a Pro- 
vocation to vent their Rage againſt them. But this Action 
coming to the Ears of Tertullian, now old and more rigid 
than ever, he immediately ſet about to defend this Soldier, 
and wrote his Book De Corona Militis, wherein he ex- 
© told the Act as an heroick Piece of Zeal and Chriſtian 
C Magnanimity, not only lawful and warrantable, but ho- 
© nourable, juſt and neceſſary; and with an Air of migh- 
© ty Aſſurance maintain'd, that it was abſolutely prohibi- 
© ted to the Chriſtians to crown themſelves, and even to 
© bear Arms. Shortly after, he wrote his Book concern- 
ing Flight in time of Perſecution, which is a further Mark 
of the extream Rigour of Tertullian: For there he poſi- 
tively maintain'd * That Chriſtians were abſolutely prohibi- 
ted to fly in time of Perſecution, or ſo much as to 
A.D . * any Mony not to be perſecuted. 

3 ho* this Perſecution was very ſevere in ſome Places, 
4 j yet we have the Names but of a few Martrys. The chiet 
of them was Pontiauus, who after he had been about five 

2. Years Biſhop of K me, for his free reproving the Romas 


2. 
Ei ſab. Idolatry, was baniſh'd into the Ifland Sardinia, where be 
Origen, ſhort!y 
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ſhortly after dy'd or was ſlain. He was ſucceeded by Au- 

teros a Grecian, the Son of Romulus who by his extraor- 
dinary Care in collecting the Ads of the Martyrs, exaſpe- 

rated the Government, and it is ſaid, caus'd himſelf to be 
made a Martyr, after he had held this Dignity forty Days. 
After his Deceaſe, Euſebius informs us, that when many 

were Competitors for this See, a Roman called Fabian, 
coming out of the Country by Chance into the Aſſembly, 

by means of the Deſcent of a Dove upon his Head, was 
unanimouſly choſen Biſhop ; the People looking upon that 
unuſual Accident as the particular Direction of Heaven. 

He held this Dignity for about 14 Years, and was the 

19th Biſhop of Kome after the Apoſtles St. Peter and St. 

Paul. About the ſame time Origen was very induſtrious 

in ſupporting Mens Spirits againſt the Miſchiefs of Perſe- 

cution, and underſtanding that his dear Friend Ambroſius, 

and Protoctetus Presbyter of Czſarea, had been brought 

before the Emperor, and undergone Impriſonment tor 

their noble Confeſſion of the Faith, he wrote his Piece 

concerning Martyrdom, © direQing it immediately to them, 

and exhorting them not only to part from all their E- 

* ſtates, but even their Lives for the ſake of Feſas Chriſt, Ne- 

rertheleſs, contrary to the Notions of Tertullian, he con- 

ceal'd himſelf during this Perſecution, and retir'd for ſome 

time to the City of Atbent, where he finiſhed his Com- 

mentaries upon &ze#zel, and proceeded with his Commen- 

faries upon the Song of Solomon, which he finiſh'd when 

he return'd to Ceſurea, from whence he went afterwards 

to Ceſarea in Cappadocia, where he remain'd for ſome 

Space with Firmilian, who invited him thither. During 

this Retirement of Origen, Zebinus Biſhop of Antiuch dy'd, 

after he had held that 5 nity about nine Years; and was A. D. 

ſucceeded by the famous Babylas, a brave and prudent Pi- 235. 

lot, who in the midſt of the greateſt Storms guided that M4 ail 

Church about 13 Years together, and was the 1 2th Biſhop 2 

of Antioch after the Apoltles. 
And now the Church of God again found Reſt; which ,,,,4 

was Occaſion'd more by the Confuſions that were in the Capitol. 

Empire, than the Diſpoſition of the Governors. For moſt 

of the Provinces groaning under the Burden of a Tyrant, 

Africk firſt ſnew'd its Deteſtation of him and ſet up an 

eminent old Man near 80 Years of Age, nam'd Gordian, 

then Proconſul of the Province, who together with his 

don Gordian, were immediately confirm'd in the Empire 

by the Roman Senate, and Maximinus and his Son de- 

8 clar'd 
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clar'd Enemies and Rebels to the State, This was ſuc- 
ceeded by many Executions and Cruelties in Rome againſt 
the Friends of Maximinns, and Orders were given to re- 
move all his Governors, which were obſerved in moſt 
Provinces ; but as in ſome the Governors were ſlain, fo 
in others the Senate's Meſſengers; ſo that there was Blood 
ſhed in all Parts, and the Cruelties of Maximinus made 
all Men cruel. Gordian was proclaim'd in the Middle of 
Atay ; but before he had enjoy'd his Empire two Months, 
Capel:tanus Governor of Namrdia, joyning with Maxim: 
nas's Intereſt, march'd againſt his Son, overthrew him, 
and flew him; which occaſion'd the poor old Emperor to 
end his Life with his Girdle. In the mean time Maxim: 
nus was coming againſt Rome, like a raging Lion, breath- 
ing out Deſttuction to all Oppoſers, which caus'd the $c- 
nate to mect with great Solemnity at the Temple of Ju- 
piter, and on thegth of July, they choſe two worthy Com- 
manders, nam'd Maximus and Balbiaus, and made them 
Emperors conjointly. This Election was ſucceeded by 
new Miſchiets in Rome ; for the Arrival of ſome Spies 
from Maximmus, rais'd ſuch Tumults and Conteſts be- 
tweenthe Prætorian Soldiers and the Citizens, that after ſe- 

| veral Attacks, Slaughters and Cruelties, the City it ſelf 
: was let on fire by the Soldiers, and a great Part of it con- 
fum'd. The Koman Empire alſo felt the Vengeance of 
Heaven for the Blood of the Chri/tians ; for during this 
Reign, neither the City of Rome, nor the Provinces, were 
free from Wars, Tumults, Murders, Robberies, and all 
manner of Calamitics. In the Beginning of the Year 238, 
Maximinus croſs'd the Alps into Italy, and belieg'd Aqui 
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leia, where he met with an unexpected Oppoſition, and . b. 
many Difficulties and Diſappointments. Here his Cruel. L. 
ties and Milſ-managements render'd him both odious and b 
deſpicable, inſomuch that his own Soldiers at length ſet Pi 
upon him in his Tent, and flew both him and his Son, th 
ſent their Heads to the Senate at Rome, and left their Bo- R 


dies to be devour'd by Dogs, and Birds of Prey. This WM f. 
was the deſerv'd End of an Uſurper, Tyrant and Perle- C 
cutor, who dy'd in the End of the Month March, undet m 
the Conſulſhips of U/pins and Pontianus, being about 65 W an 
Years of Age, and having reign'd, or rather continu'd in 2e 
his Uſurpation, three Years and a few Days. of 


A. D. II. Upon the Death of Aluximinus and his Son, Max: to 
238. imus and Bulbinas continu'd Emperors without Contradr 
&tion, 


1 
4 
q 

| 

| 

{ 
| 
| 

| 


— = 4 
— — rr, ee * 
= — * = 


Chap. V. GORDIAN the28th Rom. Emp. 583 


gion, having been created by the Senate above nine Max. 
Months before. They began their Reign with a happy &Bar- 
F(tabliſhment of Peace in the Empire, govern'd all things teen, 
well and wiſely, made ſeveral good Ordinances, and — 
gain'd the Love of all Men in general. Only the Præto- Enper. 
rian Soldiers were highly aftronted at the Manner of their ,,,q 
Election, as being made by the Senate without their Con- &c. 
currence ; and finding themſelves in danger of loſing their 
darling Power af making Emperors, they ſoon reſolv'd 

upon the Death of theſe Perſons. Yet (till they might 

have ſecured themſelves by the Help of the Citizens and 

their new German Guards. had not their own private Jea- 

louſies made way for their Ruin; which, notwithſtanding 

their Age and Experience, gain'd ſuch an Aſcendant upon 

their Minds, that they kept their diſtinct Guards, and in a 
manner ſtood upon their Defence againſt each other. The 
Prætorian Soldiers ſoon made their Advantage of theſe 
Divifions, and at a Time when the Capituline Games 

were celebrated in Rome, and the Emperors weakly guard- 

ed, they enter'd the Palace with great Fury, diveſted the 
Emperors of their Robes, and hal'd them like two Criininals 
through the midſt of the City towatds the Camp. But under- 
ſtanding that a conſiderable Force was haſtniug after them 

to their Reſcue, to put an end to all further Conteſts, 

they flew them both, and left their Bodies in the Streets. 

This hapned upon the 15th Day of Jay, theſe Emperors 

having reign'd a Year and fix Days, ſince their firſt Crea- 

tion by the Senate, and but a little above three Months 

from the Death of the laſt Emperor Maximiuut. 

The Soldiers, after they had, committed tnis Murder, Go x- 
by Accident met with young Cordian, Gtrandſon to the old prax, 
Emperor of that Name, whom they immediately ſaluted te rwen- 
by the Title of Auguſtus and Emperor, and accordingly 77 ©2/ 
1 Wl proclaim'd him their Sovereign, Being thus choſen by x,” 
1, the Pretorian Soldiers, the Senate and People, feeing no 
)- Remedy againſt their pretended Authority, readily con- 
5 firm'd their Election; for he was generally belov'd in the 
-- W City, upon the Account of the Memory of the two for- 
f mer Gordians ; And from this Election, there enſu'd an 
5 amicable Correſpondence between the Soldiers and Citi- 
dens. Gordian was now but thirteen or fourteen Years 

of Age, but of an ancient and illuſtrious Family; of a very 
ſweet and docible Diſpoſition, and ſo ſtudious and incligable 
do Learning, that we are aſſur'd that he had 62065 Books in 
WJ "is Library. He ſo much follow'd the Couacils of wiſe 
N, N 4 ang 
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and worthy Men, that tho' he was naturally prone to 
Vice and Senſuality, they ſoon form'd him into an excellent 
Prince and Governor. He wanted no Qualification of a 
Governor, but Age; and by his mild and prudent Behavi- 

our he ſo much gain'd the Affections of all Men, that 

the Soldiers call'd him their Child, the Senate their Sox, 

and the People their Foy and Delight. 
Euſeb. The Church was free from — 2 in all this, aud 
= ye the ſucceeding Reign, which gave an Opportunity to Pope 
© Fabiantore gain the Chriſtian Cœmeteries, and to make 
a Collection of the A&s of the Maryrs, according to the 
Deſign of his Predeceſſor Anteros, Theſe Times alſo gave 

an Opportunity to Origen to re-aſſume his School in 
Cæſarea in Paleſtine; about which time the famous Erego- 

ry of Neocæſarea, og been his Scholar for five Years, 

was now re call'd to his own Country, together with 

his Brother Athenodorus, Gregory being to take his leave, 
made an excellent Oration betore his Maſter and a nume- 

rous Auditory, wherein he gave a wonderful CharaQer 

© of Origen, and elegantly bewail'd his Departure from 

© his School, as a kind of Baniſhment out of Paradice, 

At his Return to Neocæſarea, Origen follow'd him with a 
Letter, * commending his excellent Parts, able to render m 
him either an eminent Lawyer among the Romans, or a an 
© renown'd Philoſopher among the Greeks, but eſpecially * 


— 


« perſwading him to improve them to the Ends of Chr. bu 
ſtianity, and the Promotion of Virtue and Piety. All W n 

A. D. Mens Eyes were upon him at Neoceſarea, expecting the ex- Pr 
239. traordinary Fruits of his Studies, tho“ the Place was miſe- WM (tr 
Gordi, rably overgrown with Superſtition and Idolatry ; but inſtead ma 
1 of anſwering their Expectations, he retir'd to the Wilder- Wl fir! 
2. neſs, and reſign'd himfelf up to Solitude and Contempla- Wl Da 
tion. In which Place he was miraculouſly conſecrated bi- Ea 


ſhop of Neocæſarea, by Phedimus Biſhop of Amaſea, a Wl we 
neighbouring City. After which, he not only made great WW upc 
Numbers of Converts, but is ſaid to have wrought many gte 
Miracles, of which are mention'd in particular his expell- Wl but 
ing Demons out of a Pagan Temple, his (topping a dread- Wl it. 

ful Plague by his Prayers, his drying up a Lake, and put- ¶ Ne 
ting an end to an implacable Quarrel, his reſtraining the Wl ſa, 
Overflowings of the River Lycus, with ſeveral others ; Wl full 
upon the Account of which, he afterwards obtain'd the ken 
Sirname of Thaumaturgus, or the Worker of Miracles, Tho cau 
theſe are confidently related by St. Gregory Niſſen and St. Wl vit. 
Baſil, who liv'd but an hundred Years atter, yet _— zaly 

| "YES oubte 
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doubted by ſeveral learned Men; for which Reaſon we 
have been the leſs particular in relating them. Yet at the 
ſame time it muſt be acknowledg'd that Miracles were 
not then ceas'd, eſpecially in Places over-run with Paga- 
vii, as Neocæſarea was. Not long after Gregory's Ad- A. D. 
yancement in Neoceſarea, there appear'd a new Sort of 240. 
Hereticks in the Church call'd Valeſians, from Valeſins an Gordi. 
Arabian. They made all their Followers Eunuchs, either 
by Perſwaſion or Force, and often did the ſame to other 
| Men, when they could meet with them conveniently. 
They alſo maintain'd other Errors, and reje&ed the Law 
and the Prophets; and were known in the Time of Epi- 
banius. 
* the mean time, the Emperor Gordian, who had Cepire?. 
reign'd ſucceſsfully about two Years, was extreamly di- 
ſturb'd by Sabinianus Commander in Africk, who proclaim'd 
| himſelf —— But the Governor of Mauritania, by 
Gordian's Order, marching againſt him, he was ſeiz'd by 
his own Men; who by bringing him to Carthage, and de- 
livering him into the Hands of the Emperor's Officers, 
obtain'd Pardon for their Oftence. This InfurreQion 
caus'd Gordian to ſtrengthen his Intereſt ſeveral Ways, but A. D. 
more eſpecially by the Alliance of Miſitheus the Præfect , 41. 
and luſtructor, whom he ſo much honour'd for his great Gordi. 
Wiſdom and Learning, that he marry'd his Daughter, tho* 3 
but of an ordinary Family; and the Authority and Ma- 7 
nagement of this Perſon added much to his Succeſs and 
Proſperity, The laſt Year and this were attended with 
ſtrange Accidents and Calamities, ſuch as drove the Ro- 
mans into great Fears, and ſuperſtitious Projects: The 
firſt was an unuſual Eclipſe of the Sun, which made Noon- 
Day as dark as Midnight; the ſecond was ſuch a terrible 
Earthquake, that many Cities and Towns of the Empire 
were {wallow'd up and deſtroy'd, Theſe put the Romans 
upon conſulting the Books ot the Hit, and occafion'd 
great Number of Sacrifices not only in the City of Rome, 
but generally all over the World, as Capitolinus expreſſes 
it. Gordian having reign'd four Years, was alarm'd with A. D. 
News from the Eaſt, that the mighty Sapores King of Per- 242. 
ſa, who ſucceeded his Brother Artaxerxes, had ſucceſs- Gordi. 
tully invaded the Koman Empire, over-run Syria, and ta- 
ken and plunder'd Antioch it ſelf. Upon this Gordian . 
caus'd the Temple of Jauus to be open'd, and left me 
with a powerful Army; aud marching by Land from /- 
taly, he firlt paſſed through Miaſia, to ſtop the Progteſs of 


the 
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the Goths, and other barbarous Nations, which came down 
like a Torrent to inhabit Thrace; againſt whom he oh. 
tain'd ſome Victorĩes, and left thoſe Provinces in a peace. 
able Condition. From thence he paſs'd over into the leſ. 
ſer Afia and Syria, where he had many Encounters with 
| Sapores, and obtaining ſeveral Victories, he ſoon recover'd 
atioveh; and Age Tar new he took the Cities Ny. 
bis and Carre from the Perſians: For Sapores being dil. 
courag'd by the firſt Battels, ſoon abandon'd the Roman 

Empire, and retir'd into his own Country. 
| | Eſc, During theſe TranſaQions in the State, Beryllus Biſhop 
of Boſtra in Arabia, broach'd ſome dangerous Errors, al- 
| ſerting that our Saviour before his Incarnation, had no 
| proper Subſiſtence, no perſonal Deity, but only a derivs- 
|; tive Divinity from the Father afterwards. The Biſhops of 
| | thoſe Parts met about it, but could not reclaim his Er- 
| rors; whereupon the Aſſiſtance of the great Origen was 
requeſted, who went from Cæſarea, and treated with him 
both in private Conferences, and in publick Synods. 0- 
| rigen's greateſt Difficulty was to find out the true Mean- 
\ ing of the Perſon, which when he had once diſcover'd, 
he attack'd him with ſuch cogent Reaſonings and Demon- 
| ſtrations, that he was oblig'd to quit his Hold, recant his 
| Errors, and return back to the Church. The Records of 
: all that paſs'd in this Affair were preſerv'd till the Time 
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of Euſebius. After Origen was return'd back to Cæſarea, 

| Beryllus ſhewing himſelf a true Convert, in ſeveral Let- 

| | ters gave Thanks to him for his kind Pains in his Com- 
| viction, kiſſing the Hand that thus brought him back. 

| | A, D. And now all the good Fortune of the Emperor Gord: 

| 243 an began to fortake him; which was occation'd by the 

| Gordi. ſudden Death of his Father-in-law Miſitheus, and the Ad, tat 

|  vanceimentcota valiint Arabian call'd Philip, into his PH cla 

| 6s. ces of Prætorian Præfect, and General of the Army. PW En 

Capitol. 1 ſeeing himſelt ſo potent, and being ſwell'd with te dis 

opes of the Empire, reſolv'd to venture all to obtain to | 

it; in order to which, he uſed the utmoſt Artifices an inc] 

Methods of Treachery to bring Gordian into Diſgtac led; 

with his own Soldiers. Which at length prov'd ſo ci: we: 

Qual, that the Soldiers by Force made Philip his Equi 

in the Empire, and likewile gave him the Title of his 1 

tor and Governor. Cordian patiently ſubmitted to th 

impudent Determination, which caus'd Philip to becom 

more inſolent and imperious, ſo that by means of the 

ther's Youth, and the Army's Favour, he began to act! 
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ſole Emperor. But Gordian being unable to endure this 
exravagant Incroachment, aſſembled the Army, and o- 

aly expoſtulated with his Men concerning this ſtrange 
Uſage: But Philip ſo ſubtilly and ſucceſsfully manag'd 
his Affairs, that the poor young Emperor was diſplac'd, 
+andon'd by all, and reduc'd to that Extremity, that he 
ſent to entreat Philip, That he would pleaſe to allow him 
the Dignity of Cæſar; but that not being granted, he then 
ird to be bis Pratorian Præfect: Which being likewiſe 
deny'd, he at laſt requeſted 2% be one of his Captains as long 
a he liv'd, At this Petition Philip's cruel Mind ſome- 
what relented ; but however afterwards conſidering how 
much Gordian was belov'd in molt Parts of the Empire, 
both for his Family and Virtues, he commanded him to 
be ſlain. This hapned on the Borders of Perſia in the 
Month of March, under the Conſulſhips of Peregrinus 
ind Æmilian, Gordian being now inthe 20th Year of his 
Age, = having reign'd five Years, and eight or nine 
Months. 


III. Thus Philip ſucceeded in his Wickedneſs, and was A. D. 
ſo fortuvate, as to be acknowledg'd Emperor both by the 244. 
Army, and the Senate; and he took his Son Philip, tho* Pnirie 
but a Child of about ſix or ſeven Years of Age, for his the 29th 
Companion in the Empire. Julius Philippus was now a- Nomen, 
bout forty Years of Age, and was by Birth an Arabian of ß 
Trachonites, of diſhonourable Parentage, his Father being 
a notorious Captain of Robbers in that Country, He was 
bred up in the Wars among the Roman Armies, from 
whence he learnt Experience and Valour, and from his 
own Country Treachery and Cruelty. Yet notwith- 
landing his unjuſtifiable Actions, many Authors have de- 
clar d him a Chriſtian, and conſequently the firſt Chriſtian 
Emperor of Rome; but ſeveral later Criticks have utterly 
disbeliev'd it, The Authorities of the former ſeem to us 
o out · balance the Reaſons of the latter; ſo that we are 
nclinable to think him a Chriſtian, but withal acknow- 
ledge him to have been an immoral and wicked Man, 
weak and iimperfect in his Religion, if not heretical in his 
Principles. Philip ſhortly after his Election, made a diſ- 
honourable Peace with the Perſiant, and returned to An- 

u; where upon the Vigil of Eafter, he and his Em- chr. 41. 
preſs attempted to enter into the Chriſtian Church, to par- x 
take of the Prayers of the Congregation: But the holy 
Babylas, Biſhop of the City, well knowing his late Crimes, 

| couragioully 
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couragiouſſy withſtood him, and laying his Hand upon hj; 

Heart, pronounc'd him Unworthy to enter into the Sheep. 

fold of Jeſus Chriſt, and declar'd, That he ſhould have » 

Admittance, munleſs he made a general Confeſſion of hi, Sin, 

and was plac'd among the Number of the Penitents. Ty 

all which, it is ſaid, the Emperor humbly ſabmitted, and 

demonſtrated in his Deeds, the Sincerity and Devoutneſ 

of his a ffection towards the Majeſty of Heaven. lt i 

uncertain whether it was upon the Account of this Adi. 

on or ſome other, that Origen wrote a Letter both t» Wi? 

Philip and his Empreſs ; which Letters St. Ferom ſays 

were extant in his Time, and Euſebiut adds, that the 

Church of God very much flouriſh'd and encreas'd under 

the Reign of this Emperor; and Pope Fabius ſent many 

A. D. Biſhops and Paſtors into Gaul, as Denis to Paris, Satur 

245. minus to Tholouſe, Trophimus to Arles, Paul to Narboun, 

Philip. Gratian to Tours, Auſtremion to Clermont, and Martialto 

2. Limoges, The Emperor, to ſhew his Morality, when be . 

*- return'd to Rome, made many good Laws to reform the 

Vioiÿces of the Place, which Alexander himſelf could not ef. 

fect. Particularly, he reſtrain'd the open and ſcandalous 

Actions of Sodomites; and deptiv'd the Poets of their I.. 

tles and Privileges, becauſe they then corrupted good Man- 

ners, and often tarniſh'd the Reputations of good Men, 

So that Philip ſeem'd to endeavour to attone for all his 
former Errors, | 

Auguf. About the beginning of this Reign, or before, Tertul- 

lian in the main forſook the Montaniſts or Cataphrygian, fi 

but his Age and Opinions would not permit him to te- 

turnto the Church ; ſo that from an Heretick, he became 

an Hereſiarch, kept his ſeparate Meeting at Carthage, and 

form'd a Sect call'd by the Name of Tertullianiſt;, who 

continu'd in that City till St. Auguſtin's Time. The 

condemn'd ſecond Marriages, and held all the rigid Plin. 

ciples of Tertullian, with the Traduction of the Soul; but 

they denied the wild Revelations and Prophecies of Mn 

tanus. Tertullianliv'd not long after his Separation from 

the Montaniſts, hut dy'd very old and decrepit, as St. J- 


rom informs us, being probably about 90 Years of Age. = 
He was a Man of an acute Wit and Keenneſs, and admit 

bly skill'd in all Parts of Learning, yet his Stile was for c 
the moſt part abrupt, rugged and obſcure, but at the ſame * 


time ſublime and maſculine, carrying a commanding and | 
majeſtick Eloquence along with it. His Excellencies were 0 
almoſt beyond Compariſon; fo that his Fall was highlj 
8 | a 
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adverſe Party were oblig'd to throw down their Weapon, 


A. D. upon the Death of Dozatns Biſhop of the Place, he u 


248. 


Philip. Modeſty and Humility made him fly from the firſt A 
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vive, and riſe together to eternal Life. For this purpaſ 
a general Synod of thoſe Parts was call'd, and Origen 
tir'd to be preſent at it, who manag'd the Cauſe with ſuc 
weighty Arguments, and unanſwerable Reaſons, that th 


and relinquiſh their Sentiments, He likewiſe ſucceſsjuly 
combated againſt another impious and heretical SeR, call 
the Helceſaitæ, the Followers of Elxai, of whom we hay 
given Account in the Year 114. About the- ſame ting 
Origen's Scholar Heraclas Biſhop of Alexandria dy d, if 
he had held this Dignity about 16 Years, and after a lo 
Vacancy, was ſucceeded by another of his Scholars, tis 
celebrated Dionyſius, who was then Maſter of the grea 
Catechetical School. This Dionyſiut was a molt learnel 
and excellent Man, and worthily fill'd the See about 17 
Years, being the 14th Biſhop of Alexandria, after the E 
vangeliſt St. Marl. In the fame Year the renowned ( 
priau was made Presbyter in Carthage, in which Office te 
ſo admirably behav'd himſelf, that in the following Ye 


by a great Majority choſen in his Room. But his gret 


proaches of the News, judging himſelf unfit for ſo weigh 
ty and honourable an Imployment, and defiring that 
more worthy Perſon, and ſome of his Seniors in the Faitt 
might poſſeſs the Place. But this would by no means ft 
tisfie the People, who crowded his Doors, and block'd u 
all Paſſages of Eſcape; which made him endeavour to ff 
out of the Window ; but finding it in vain, he unwilling 
ly yielded, the People impatiently waiting, divided betweet 
Hope and Fear, till ſeeing him come forth, they receiv 
him with an univerſal Joy and Satisfaction. 

In the fourth Year of this Emperor's Reign, which wi 
juſt a thouſand Years after the Building of the City, Ph 
{ip order'd the Celebration of the famous Secular Gamt 
as it were folemn:zing the Birth- Day of the City of Rome 
Mon. Pagi obſerves that this was the ninth and laſt tink 
they were exhibited in Rome, and the fifth ſince our Sail 
our's Nativity, And this Emperor took care to celebratf 
them with greater Pomp and Magnificence than ever | 
been known before, by reaſon of the ſolemn Commemo 
ration of the Building of the City, In the Circus Alus 
mus were hunted, baited, and encounter'd infinite Nun 
bers of all Kinds of ſtrange Beaſts; two thouſand Gladi 


tors were match'd, who tlew each other to give oy Op 
ator 


bp V. PHILIP the 29h Row. Emp: 


tors Delight; and in Pompey's Theatre were ſuch Va- 
ety of Shews and Games, as laſted three Days and as 
any Nights, without Intermifſion ; where was ſach an 
anumerable Company of Lights, that the People could 
de at Midnight as well as at Noon-Day. But towards 
he latter End of theſe famous Sports, Pompey's Theatre ac- 
identally took fire, and the greateſt Part of that glorious 
Kifice was conſum'd, together with ſome other magnifi- 
nt Buildings neat it, Philip's Celebration of theſe Games 
makes him look very unlike a Chriſtian, or at leaſt like a 


wpprefling of Vice, as we have formerly hinted, was a- 
reeable enough to one of that Profeſſion, Which has oc- 
fon'd ſome to report that he was converted immediate- 
y after the Secular Games, and baptiz'd by Pope Fabian, 
which is a Thing more uncertain than his being a Chri- 
ian. 


edible Induſtry, at the 


briſtiaus; who being an Epicurean Philoſopher, and of 
rent Parts and Learning, had of all the Heatbent uſed the 


| Malice and — 1 To this Man Origes return'd a 
ull Anſwer in eight oks, *Wherein he by convincing 
Proofs eftabliſh'd the Truth of the Hiſtory of Feſus 
Chriſt, his ſeveral Miracles, his Divinity and ReſurreQi- 
on. He confuted all the Calumnies and Impoſtures of 
Celſus, and of the other Pagans againſt the Chriſtians ; 
and at length prov'd the Truth and Excellency of the 
Docttine and Religion of Jeſus Chriſt. All which he 
wrote with ſo much Politeneſs, Clearneſs, and Accuracy, 
that were there nothing elſe to teſtifie the Abilitics of this 
preat Man, this Book alone would be ſufficient, And it 
$ believ'd not only to be the beſt of Origen's Works, but 
alſo the moſt excellent and moſt compleat Apology for 
the Chriſtians that we have among all the Ancients. At 
this time there was ſufficient Occaſion for Apologres; for 
now a dreadful Storm hung over the Church, threatning 
Its intire Deſtruction. This firſt appear'd in Alexandria, 
without the Knowledge of the Emperor, occaſion'd by the 
luſtigation of a certain Geutile Prieſt, or Magician, who find- 
Ing the People prone to Superſtition, excited them to re- 
lu enge the Quarrel of their Gods, The Multitude once 
bed, ran on with uncontroulable Fury, accounting _ 
0 elty 


ery bad one; yet his purging the City afterwards, and 
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About this time, — * remitting nothing of his in- A. D. 

equeſt of his Friend Ambraſius, 249. 

ndertook an \nſwer to the Book of Ceſſus againſt the philip. 
$ 
E. 


pſt ſubtle Arguments, and propos'd them with the great · Eu. 
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all her Teeth daſh'd out, and was threatned to be burnt a 


Goods, and burning the reſt; and a Chriſtian could not 


Li 
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elty to the Chriſtians, the only Inſtance of Piety to thei 
Gods, Immediately they laid Hands upon one Metrys, an 
aged Man, who retuling to blaſpheme his Saviour, they 
beat him with Clubs, prick'd him in the Face and Eyes 
with ſharp Reeds, and atterwards ſton'd him. Next, they 
ſeiz'd on a Woman nam'd Oxzinta, whom they carry'd to 
their Temple, where for refuling to worſhip their Idol, 
ſhe was dragg'd by the Feet through the Streets over ſharp 
Flints, daſh'd againſt Mill-ſtones, ſcourg'd with Whips, 
and diſpatch'd by the ſame Death with the other. Apoll. 
nia an ancient and eminent Virgin, being apprehended, had 


live, who only begging a little Reſpite, of her own Ac- 
cord chearfully leapt into the Flames. They in all Places 
broke open Chriſtians Houſes, taking away the beſt of their 


ſtir out Day nor Night, but they immediately cry'd out, 
Away with him to the Fire, ln which Manner they con- 
tinu'd, *till by Seditions among themſelves, they fell into 
new Conteſts, and gave the Chriſtians a little breathing 
Time from the Purſuits of their Malice and Inhumanity, 

In the mean time the Roman Empire began to be pu- 
niſh'd by Famines, Plagues and other Calamities; and d 
Philip himſelf was in no ſmall Trouble upon the Account Wi t 
of the Gozhs Invaſions, and the Rebellion of his Army, 
which he ſent againſt them, who ſet up their Comman-W © 
der Marinus for Emperor, Philip in great Fear complain- 
ing to the Senate of this Preſumption, his Succeſſor D. 
cius with much Aſſurance declar'd, That Marinus's Am. c. 


tion world ſhortly be his Ruin, which prov'd true; fa jp; 
within a few Days after the ſame Army that choſe Mok 
rinus, being diſſatisfy'd, flew him. Upon Notice of this pe: 
Philip remembring.the Prediction of Decius, gave him wlll ret 
Command of the Army againſt the Coths, with an Aug br 


mentation of Men, Mony, and Provifion, Decius was! 
Man of uncommon Wildom and Experience, and ſufic ub 
ent for the Diſcharge of that Truſt; ſo that when hea 
riv'd at the Camp, all the Soldiers as well for the Won 
of his Perſon, as the Fear of Puniſhment for the forme 
Crime, reſolv'd to chuſe him Emperor; and by meer Cot 
ſtraint oblig'd him to take upon him that Title and Digit) 
Decius ſeeing himſelf thus unexpetedly advanc'd, for ti 
future Security ſent a ſecret Meſſenger to acquaint 2% 
lip, That being compell'd by his Army, he had unwilling) 
aſſumed the Name of Emperor, but that be ſtill a Y 
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him his Sovereign; aſſuring him, that as ſoon as he could get 

Liberty, he would utterly renounce that Title and Preten- 

ſons of Power. But Philip was too well acquainted with 

treacherous Projects, to rely upon ſuch Pretences and Pro- 

miſes; therefore in a great Rage, he reſolv'd to march a- 
| gainſt him in Perſon, In order to which, he made uſe of 
| many ſtanding Legions and new Levies, threatning with 
) many Imprecations to cat Decius and all his rebellious Le- 
| gions in Pieces; and in this manner he began his March, 

hewing ſuch Anger and Haughtineſs towards his Soldi- 
ers, as rendet'd him odious to the Army; ſo that eſteem- 
"WH ing Decius more worthy of the Empire, before they left 
4 Jraly, in the City of Verona, they openly proclaim'd De- 
$ cius; and ſetting violently upon Philip, cut off his Head, 
or rather cleav'd it in ſunder, juſt by his upper Row of 
Teeth, This hapned between the 17th of June and the 
19th of October, under the Conſulſhips of eAmilian and 
Aquilinus, he being now in the 46th Year of his Age, and 
having reign'd five Years and ſome few Months, 


IV. Shortly after the Death of Philip, which was A. D. 
ſucceeded by that of his Son, Decius was without Contra- 249. 
dition, acknowledg'd and confirm'd Emperor, both by Hxgc;. 
the Soldiers and Senate. He was by Birth of an ancient 65 
and noble Family of Pannonia, the only Emperor of that he zorb 
Country, who having held many Offices and Dignities, ar- Roman 
riv'd at this high Station in the 38th Year of his Age, As e. 
ſoon as his Election was confirm'd, he gave the Title of . 
Ceſar to his four Sons, Decius, Hetruſcns, Trajan, and 
Hoſtilian; which ſome have mention'd as a particular Mark 
of his Ambition. Then leaving Valerian, a wiſe and ex- 
perienc'd Commander, for General of all his Forces, he 
return'd to the City of Rome; where he ſhew'd himſelf fo 
brave and active in his Regulations, ſo ſagacious and po- 
litick in Adminiſtration, and became ſo univetſally accep- 
table by his modeſt and excellent Behaviour, that by the 
Sentence of the Senate he was voted not inferior to the 
Emperor Trajan, and like him had the Title of Optimus 
given to him. But notwithitanding all his Merits, and the 
Reſpect paid to him, his unheard of Cruelties towards the 
innocent Chriſtians, has juſtly occaſion'd him to berank'd 
with Nero and Domitian, and according to Lactantius, to 
procure him the Title of The Execrable Decius: 


ot Vo I. II. O The 
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of the Matter, namely, the large and triumphant Prevalen- 


The SEVENTH GENERAL PERSECUTION, 


For this mercileſs Man, ſhortly- after the Beginning of 
his Reign, rais'd the moſt dreadful Perſecution that ever 
had been known in the Church, which is moſt commonly 
call'd Ye ſeventh General Perſecution ; tho" Lactantiu 
names Decius as the third of the general Perſecutors, lea. 
ving out Trajan, Antoninus, Severus, and Maximinus, as not 
Ferſecutors in ſo proper a Senſe. Euſebius aſeribes the 
main Cauſe of this Perſecution, to this Emperor's Hatred 
to his Predeceſſor Philip, whom he accounts a Chriſtian; 
to which Gregory Nyſſen adds a more probable Account 


cy of the Chriſtian Faith, which had diffus'd it ſelf over 
all Parts, and enliven'd every Corner, not only Cities and 
Towns, but Country Villages; ſo that the Temples were Wt ar 
forſaken, and the Churches throng'd, the Pagan Altars o- 
verthrown, and their Sacrifices deſpis'd. This wonderful m 
Increaſe of Chriſtianity, and great Declenſion of Paganiſm, Wh thi 
awaken'd the Malice of Decius; who was enrag'd to ſet 


the Religion of the Empire trodden under Foot, and the Wmi 
Worſhip of the Gods in all Places negleQed, oppoſed and ger 
undermined by a Novel and upſtart Se, which daily mul- Wecul 
tiply'd into greater Numbers. This made him reſolve ther 
with all poflible Force to check this growing Party, and cher 
to uſe all Methods of Cruelty imaginable to exterminate ¶ chei 
the Name of Feſus Chriſt, and reduce the People to the Hof C 


Religion of their Anceſtors: Thereupon he iſſu'd out E 
diets to the Governors of Provinces, ſtrictly commanding 
them to proceed againſt the Chriſtiant with the utmoſt Se 
verity, and to ſpare no kinds of Torments, unleſs the 
return'd to the Obedience and Worſhip of the Gods, Tho' 
it is not to be doubted, but that the exceeding Growthdl 
Chriftianity was the main Spring that ſet on work the 
Malice of its Enemies; yet the excellent Cyprian, like 1 
Man of great Piety and Modeſty, finds out a Cauſe neate 


home, ingenuouſly acknowledging that the Sins of te Num 
Chriſtians had ſet open the Flood-Gates for the Divine ich T 
Diſpleaſure to break in upon them: For Pride and SellWilcal 


Intereſt, Want of Charity, Divifions and Factions, begat 
to reign amongſt them; and the very Martyrs themſelves 
who ſhould have been an Example to others, caſting ol 
the Order aad Diſcipline of the Church, became ſwell 

wit 


d the 
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with ſo vain and immoderate a Tumour, that it was time 
God ſhould ſend them a Thorn in the Fleſh to cure it. 


As to the Violence and Severity of this Storm, no- Cyprian. 


thing can be imagin'd more black and diſmal; and this 
ſucceeding a Calm of 38 Years continuance (excepting 
that little Interruption under Maximinus) it made it the 
more dangerous and inſupportable. Rome, Carthage, A- 
lexandria, —_—_— and all Parts of the Empire, felt 
the dreadful Effects of it; every Heathen being ambitious 
| to promote the Imperial Edicts, and thinking it meritori- 
ous to bring a Chriſtian to the Stake. e Chriſtians 
| WH were in all Places driven from their Habitations, ſpoil'd 
in their Eſtates, and tormented in their Bodies; Racks and 
( WT Priſons, Axes and Halters, Fire and wild Beaſts, ſcalding 
„Pitch and melted Wax, ſharp Stakes and burning Pincers, 
were but ſome of the Methods of their Treatment; and 
4 Wh when the former were run over, new were daily inven 
re nd executed, Nor did they only vary, but repeat their 
> Wh [orments, and where one ended another began; they 
many times tortur'd them without Hopes of dying, adding 
this Cruelty to the reſt, to (top them in their 2 to 
Heaven; and others were kept upon the Rack that they 
might die by Piece- meals, that their Pains might be lin- 
gering, and the Senſe of them without Intermiſſion. Ac- 
culations were infinite; ſome came in as Informers, o- 
thers as Witneſſes, ſome ſearch'd all private Corners, o- 


nd Withers ſeiz d upon them that fled, and ſome who expected 
ate their Neighbours Eſtates, took occaſion to accuſe them 
the of Chri/tianiry, So that there was a general Confuſion 
EHI Conſternation, the Laws of Nature and Humanity 


ere trodden under Foot; Friend betray'd his Friend, 


in 
5. brother his Brother, and Children their Parents, every 
hey Man being afraid of his neareſt Relations. By this means 


ne Woods and Mountains became full, and the Cities 
nd Towns empty; yet no ſooner were many Houſes 
leared of their proper Owners, but they were turn'd into 
ommon Goals, the publick Priſons not being ſufficient 
o contain the Multitudes of Chriſtians ſent thither. Great 
umbers that fled, inet with new Miſeries, being tamiſh'd 
th Hunger and Thirſt, ſtarv'd with Cold, over-run with 
Viſeaſes, ſurpriz'd by Robbers, or worried by wild Beaſts, 
d many taken by the wild Arabs and Saracens, who re- 
uc'd them into a State of Slavery more miſerable than 
Wcath it ſelf, And what was another terrible Calamity 
d the Church, many of the weaker Chriſtians, unpre- 

O2 par'd 
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Spirit, ſupplying the Want of his Preſence by thirty exctl 


Tho” many revolted from the Faith, yet more maintain'd 


ar'd for ſo terrible a Conflict, apoſtatiz'd, or compound- 
ed with their Perſecutors. Several of theſe were puniſh'd 
by the immediate Hand of Heaven; and ſeveral afterwards 
return'd to the Church, and were reſtor'd and recover'd. 


their Station with a firm and unſhaken Courage; and ma. 
ny thouſands held out 'till they had obtain'd the Crown 
of Martyrdom ; Nicephorus affirming it to be eafier to 
count the Sand of the Sea, than to reckon up the Martyrs 
in this Perſecution. And what moſt mortify'd the Perſe- 
cutors, was, that many who till now had been Enemies 
to as 1 on a ſudden came in, and publickly pro- 
feſs'd themſelves Chriſtians, and defy'd all the Powers of 
Satan; inſomuch that the Judges were amaz'd and trem- 
bled, whilſt the Condemn'd were chearful and couragj- 
and willing to undergo the ſevereſt Conflicts. C 
Wii. Perſecution begun in Rome about the latter End n 
of the Year 249; and in the Beginning of the following of 
Year, January 20, Fabian Biſhop of Rome, after he had W wi 
held this Dignity 14 Years, receiv'd the Crown of Mar- Wan; 
tyrdom. After his Death there was a Vacancy for 16M 
Months, and the Place was in a great meafure ſupplied WW 7h 
by the Clergy of the City. His Martyrdom was fucceed-Wwi 
ed by that of Abdon, Sennas, Victoria, Anatolia, and many Ming 
others in this City, as alſo by the Impriſonments of two bort 
eminent Confeſſors, Ceilerinus and Moyſer, In the Begin thop 
ning of the ſame Year the Perſecution reach'd Carthay: 
and Africa, where it rag'd after an unheard of manner, o 
which St. Cyprian gives us a ſad and diſmal Account 
This great Man was publickly proſcribed by the Named 
Cacilius Cyprianus, Biſhop of the Chriſtians; and ever 
Man commanded not to conceal his Goods; beſides which 
the People frequently call'd out that he might be throm 
to the Lions. So that being warned by a divine Adme 
nition and Command from God, as he himſelfaſſures u 
and leſt his Preſence ſhould provoke his Enemies to fi 
more ſeverely upon his Flock, he thought good at pre 
ſent to withdraw himſelf from Carthage, continning in 
private and diſtant Retirement for above a Year. Durin 
his Receſs, tho” abſent in Body, yet he was preſent | 


lent Letters, furniſh'd with pious Councils, grave Adm 
nitions, ſeaſonable Reproots, earneſt Exhortations, : 
* hearty Prayers to Heaven for the Welfare and Proſperi with 
of the Church. His greateſt Concern was for the in his 
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of the Lapſed, whom Feliciſſimus and ſome few Presby- 
ters, Oppoſers of Cyprian's Election, without the Know- 
ledge and Conſent of their Biſhop, had raſhly admitted to 
| the Communion of the Church upon very eafie Terms, 
Cyprian a ſirict Aſſerter of Eccleſiaſtical Diſcipline, and 
the Rights of his Place, was highly offended, and not on- 
ly by ſeveral Letters complained of it, but endeavour'd to 
reform it, not ſparing the Martyrs themſelves, who pre- 
ſuming upon their great Merits in the Cauſe of Religion, 
took upon them to give Libels of Peace to the Lapſed, 
whereby they were again taken into Communion, ſooner 
than the Rules of the Church did allow. The Example 
of Cyprian's Retirement was follow'd by ſeveral eminent 
Men, particularly Gregory Thaumaturgus, who not only 
retreated from Neoce/area himſelf, but alſo advis'd his 
Church to decline the preſent Storm, and not to rely too 


d much upon their own natural Strength. Dionyſius Bin 
of Alexandria, with much Difficulty, eſcap'd into the 
id WI wild Deſarts of Lybia, with his four Fellow-Priſoners 
.ind Presbyters, Cams, Fauſtus, Peter and Paul. Among 
16 WW thoſe that fled, we may mention the celebrated Paul of 
el Thebars in e/Egypr, a young Man of 21 Years of Age, who 
d: withdrew himſelf into the e/£gyprian Deſarts, where find- 
ming a large and convenient Cavern in a Rock, which had 


formerly been a private Mint-houſe in the Time of An- 
in- rbony and Cleopatra, he took up his Abode, leading for 
above 90 Years, *till he was 113 Years old, a ſolitat 
and anchoretick Courſe of Lite, and became the Fa- 
ther of Hlermits, and all ſuch as afterwards reſign'd them- 
elves to Solitude, and a more (ſtrict mortity'd Life. 

But moſt of thoſe eminent Men who ſtood their Ground, g 
became glorious Sufferers, Among whom were Neſtor A A. 
Bihop of AMegyddo in Pamphilia; Pionius, the illuſtrious c. 
Presbyter of Smyrna, who ſhew'd the molt heroick Cou- 
unge imaginable ; Julian, Chronicon, Epimachus, Alexan- 

fall der, Ammon, Zeno, Ptolumy, Ammonaria, Mercuria, Iſi- 
pref re, and many others at Alex anα ria; Mappalicus, Baſſus, 
Hrtunio, Paulus, Donatus, Martialis, &e. in Carthage; 
delides thoſe already mention'd in Rome, and an infinite 
Number of others. Alſo the renowned Babylas Biſhop 
of Antioch, after he had worthily held that Dignity about 
13 Years, dy'd either in Priſon, or by the Sword, having 

it order'd his Chains to be bury'd in the ſame Grave 
with him, where St, Chryſo/tom aſſures us, they remain'd 
his Time concerning which we are told a ſtrange 

| O 3 Story; 
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Story; but that is out of the Limits of our Hiſtory. He 
was lucceeded by a Perſon call'd Fabius, who continy'd 
in the See but a Year or two, and was the 13th Biſhop 
of Antioch after the Apoſtles. Among all the Sufferers in 
this diſmal Time, the renowned Origen (now 64 Years 
of Age) had not the leaſt Share. Euſebius ſumming up 
his Sufterings, tells us that the Devil muſter'd up all his 
Forces againſt him, and aſſaulted him with all his Arts 
and Engines, marking him out above all others of that 
Time, as the Obje& of his utmoſt Rage and Fury. He 
was caſt into the Bottom of a loathſome and uncomtfor- 
table Dungeon, loaded with Irons, a Chain about his 
Neck, his Feet ſet in the Stocks, with his Legs (tretch'd 
to the utmoſt for many Days together ; he was threatned 
with Fire, and try'd with all the Torments that a merci- 
leis Enemy could inflict. Which meeting with a Perſon 
of his Age, and a Body broken with ſach infinite Cares 
and Labours, muſt needs be unexpreſſibly burthenſome. 
And yet he bore all with a noble Patience, and was rcady 
to ſubmit to the laſt fatal Stroke; but the Judge, to give 
all poſſible Additions to his Miſery, order'd his Torments 
to be ſuch as ſhould not take away his Life; ſo that be- 
fore the Perſecution ended, he eſcaped, The Storm of 
the Perſecution was very diſmal all this Year, and molt 
of the next; yet in the latter End of this, there appear'd 
ſome Dawnings of Light in Carthage and Africa, and 
many of the Confeſſors of thoſe Parts were releas'd out 
of Priſon. | 

This Perſecution, rouſing, as it were, the Vengeance 
of Heaven, was attended and ſucceeded by many Miſeries 
and Calamities in the Roman Empire ; particularly by 
great Wars and Devaſtations from the Gozhs, and other 
barbarous Northern Nations, and likewiſe by a dreadtu| 
Peſtilence, which beginning in eAzh:0pta in the Confines 
of Aeypt, from thence infected all the Provinces in the 
World, ſpreading for no leſs than ten Years after in an 
unhead of manner, and deſtroying incredible Numbers ot 
People in every City in the Empire. To remedy the fill 

A. D. of theſe Evils, the Emperor having nominated his Sons 


3: ſucceſsful; leaving the Government of Rome in the Hands 
Cyprian, of the Senate. Shortly after his Departure, the Clergy 
Ewſch, Kome, who had taken Care of that Church during ſixteen 
c. Month 
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Months Vacancy, made choice of Cornelius for their Bi- 
ſhop, a worthy Roman, Son of Caſtmmxs, who continu'd 
in the See but one Year and a little above three Months, 
and was the 20th Biſhop of Rome after the Apoſtles St. Pe- 
ter and St, Paul. Notwithſtanding the Worth of this 
Perſon, this Election accidentally occation'd vaſt Miſchiefs 
in the Church, which were rais'd and promoted by the 
Pride and Turbuleace of two Presbyters, Novatian and 
Novatus, one of Ame, aud the other of Carthage, No- 
vatian had been formerly a Pagan ' hilolopher, who be- 
ing dangerouſly ill, had been baptiz'd in his Bed, and af- 
terwards was ordain'd Prieſt, tho* not without Oppotition 
from Clergy and People, it being, as they ſaid, contrary 
to the Orders of the Church, that any ſhould be ordain'd 
who had been baptiz'd after that Manner, Cornelius ac- 
cuſes him of denying his Sacerdotal Function in the Time 
of Perſecution, and of other unjuſtifiable Pradtices. Being 
Maſter of much Wit, Knowledge, and Eloquence, he 
might have been very ſerviceable to the Church, if his 
Ambition to be Biſhop, the main Occaſion of the Apoſta- 
cy of the firſt Herefiarchs, had not carry d him to a Sepa- 
ration, After the Death of Pope Fabian, he wrote a very 
elegant Letter to St. Cyprian, in the Name of the Clergy 
of Rome, and continu'd in the Communion of the Church 
during the Vacancy of that See. But as ſoon as Cornelius 
was choſen Biſhop, puſh'd forwards by Envy and Ambi- 
tion, he openly attack'd his Election, accus'd him of ſe- 
veral Crimes, and publiſh'd a Libel againſt him. His pt in- 
cipal Plea was, that Cornelius admitted thoſe to Communi- 
on who had been guilty of idolatry ; and to make the beſt 
Wh 2dvancage of this Accuſation, he rigorouſly maintain d, 
That we ought never to permit thoſe Perſons to partake 

of the Communion, who had once fallen into ldolatry. 
Upon this Pretence he ſeparated from Corneliut, and from 
thoſe who believ'd that the Church might receive them 
again upon Repentance. The greater Part of the Con- 
feſſors who had ſuffer'd couragiouſly for the Faith, too 
much ſwell'd with Vanity, and unable to endure, that o- 
thers who had ſhewa ſo little Conſtancy and Reſolution, 
fhould ſtand on the ſame Level with themſelves, embrac'd 
Novatian's Party, together with ſome Presbyters. At the 
ſame time, Novatus before · mention'd, having imbroil'd 
the Church of Cartbage; and finding himſelf in Danger 
of being excommunicated by Cyprian for his ſcandalous, 
regular and unpeaceable Practices, repait'd to Nome, 
0 join'd 
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join'd himſelf to Novatian, and brought with him from 

Carthage thoſe of his own Faction. They both maintain'd 
the ſame rigid Frinciples, denying all Communion to the 
Lapſed, tho? never ſo penitent. And thus a dangerous 
Schiſm began in the Church of Rome, which at that time 
conſiſted of one Biſhop, 44 Presbyters, 7 Deacons, ) Sub- 
Deacons, 42 Acolyths or Clerks, 52 Porters and Exor- 
ciſts, above 15co Widows and Poor, and a very great 
Multitude of People, 

In the mean time the Perſecution being ſomewhat 2. 
bated in Carthage, St. Cyprian return'd to his Polt, where 
he vigorouſly ſet himſelf to reform Diſorders, and to com- 
poſe the Differences that diſturb'd the Church. For which 

purpoſe he conven'd a Synod of his neighbouring Biſhops 
to conſult about the Cauſe of the Lapſed ; who having 
diſcuſſed the whole Matter, according to the Rules of the 
Holy Scripture, concluded upon this wiſe and moderate 

'  Expedient, that neither all Hopes of P-ace and Communi- 
on ſhould be deny'd them, leit Deſpair ſhould throw them 
\ into a total Apoſtacy ; nor yet the Cenſutes of the Church 
be ſo far relaxed, as raſhly to admit them to Communi- 
on: But that the Cauſes being examined and Regard be- 

ing had to the Will of the Delinqdents, and Axgravati— 
ons of particular Caſes, their time of Penance ſhould be 
accordingly prolonged, and Clemency be obtain'd by Acts 

of more than ordinary Sorrow and Repentance. That the 

Lapſed being of ſeveral Sorts, ſhould be treated according 

to the Nature of their Crimes; the Libellatici, who had 

only purchaſed Libels of Security and Remiſſion from the 

Heathen Magiſtrate to excuſe them from ſacrificing in 

time of Perſecution, ſhould be ſoon admitted to Reconci- 

liation; but the Sacrificati be (till kept under Penance, and 
not allow'd Reconciliation 'till they became dangerouſly 

fick, provided they began to do Penance before their Di- 

ſtemper. For as for ſuch as ſtaid *till they were ſick, be- 

fore they deſired to undergo Penance, it was thought ex- 
pedient wholly to refuſe them Abſolution, * becaulc then, 

« ſays St. Cyprian, it is not ſo much Sorrow for their 

© Sins, as the Fear of Death, that obliges them to delice 

© it, As for thoſe Eccleſiaſticks who had fallen into 1do- 
latry, it was ordain'd that they ſhould for ever be ex- 
cluded from the Clerpy, that they ſhould communicate no 
more with the Faithful, but as Lay men, and that even 
ſome of them ſhould be oblig'd to undergo the Severities 
of Penance. T bey likewile excommunicated Fliciſſimus 
and thoſe of his Party, who had diſturb'd the Tranquility 


of 
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of the Church of Carthage, in St. Cyprian's Abſence; and 
here Privatus an Heretick of the Colony of Lambeſa, who 
had been condemn'd by yo Biſhops, preſented himſelf; but 
ſeeing himſelf ſo far neglected, as not to be admirgy4 #0 make 
his Defence, he embrac'd the Party of Felggi{/irtirs. The 
Council, after they had made theſe R-guRations, ſent a 
Synodical Letter to Cornelius, whom they acknowledg'd 
Biſhop of Rome; who thereupon aflembled a Synod of 60 
Biſhops, and above as many Presbyters and Deacons, who 
follow'd the Rules of the African Council in ordering of 
publick Penance for the Lapſed : Particularly Trophimns, 
a lapſed Biſhop with his Flock, W d in, after 
great Humility and ſevere Penance; but he himſelf was 
not allow'd to communicate, but only in a Lay Capacity. 
As for Nyvatian, Novatus, and all that obſtinately adher'd 
to their inhuman and mercileſs Opinion, they were ex- 
communicated ; but it was ordain'd, that the Brethren who 
had fallen into that Calamity, ſhould be more gently trea- 
ed, and reſtor'd by reaſonable Methods of Repentange. 


fojects; and being inſtigated by Novatas, he reſolv'd to 

himſelf Biſhop of Rome. In order to effect this, he 
em two of his own Cabal to three mean ignorant Bi- 
ops, who liv'd in a ſimall Province of Italy, and pre- 
ail'd with them to come to Ame, under pretence of ac- 
ommodating Affairs, and putting a Stop to ſome new 
Diviſions. Theſe Biſhops arriving, he ſhut them up in a 
hamber, and caus'd himſelf to be ordain'd Biſhop of 
me by them, about ten a-clock at Night, and this after 
e had made them Drunk, as Cornelius telates the Matter. 
d his rais'd a great Diſtutbance in the Church of Rome ; 
nd the Heads of both Parties being defirons to obtain the 
wour and Approbation of St. Cyprian, and of the other 
Iſrican Biſhops, wrote Letters to them, and ſent their De- 
utes to Africk. Nyvatian's Letters were very ill receiv'd; 
et the African Biſhops for a while ſuſpended their Judg- 
vents, and ceas'd to ſend Letters of Communion to ei— 
er of the two Parties, *till they were inform'd of the 


0- {Wlatter by two of their own Brethren, call'd Caldonius and 
1- anatut, whom they purpoſely diſpatcht to Kome to learn 
10 W*true State of the whole Affair. After they were fully 
en W'orm'd by them, and two other African Biſhops, who 


es ere preſent at the Ordination of Cornelius, they decided 
„n ravour of him, and ſent him Letters of Communi- 
Ity wal op, 


The Church's Cenſure was. ſo tar from humbling Nova- N. 
ian, that he immediately enter'd upon new and worſe G. 
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| on, having firſt confirm'd the Judgment he had paſs'd a- 
gainſt Novatian in Italy. This occaſion'd St. Cyprian to 
Write to the Confeiſors of Rome his Treatiſe of the Unity 
of the Church, wherein he ſhew'd by ſeveral Reaſons, 

* That the Church of Jeſus Chrift was eſſentially One, 

© and that there could not be more; that there was only 
one Epiſcopacy, a Part whereof every Paſtor really po- 

© ſels'd; that ſuchas were out of the Church could hope 
for no Salvation; and that Schiſin and Hereſie were the 

© moſt enormous Crimes, which God had always puniſh'd 

© with the greateſt Severity. Therefore he exhortcd all 
© Chriſtians whatſoever to return to it again, to promote b. 
nion by their joint Endeavours, and to maintain no Cor- 

© relpondence with Schiſmaticks. The judgment of the 
Church in 4frick, and the eloquent Writings of St, Cypri- 

© ax brought the Confeſſors of the Koman Church over to 
Cornelius: The Italian Biſhops alſo adher'd to him; and 
one of the three who ordain'd Novatian, acknowledy'd 
his Fault, and did Penance for it, Novatian and Novatus 
finding themſelves tejected, endeavour'd to raiſe Diltur- WM D 
bances in Afr:ick and other Parts; and to fecure their Inte- WF ac 
reſt, Novatian caus'd his Followers to take this Oath, 1M B 

. ſwear by the Body and Blood of Chriſt, that I will never de. 
ſert you, nor return 10 Cornelius. They till perliſted in WM ex; 
teaching this Doctrine, that the Church neither can, nor WM Fo 
ought to admit any to the Communion, who had onces h 
oſtatiz'd; and they likewiſe condemn'd ſecond Marriages, C 

as the Montaniſts before them had dune. They charge his 


the Orthodox with horrid Licentiouſneſs in admitting 45 
ſcandalons Offenders, and by way of Diſtinction, they call and 
themſelves and their Party Cathari, the pure undef hay 
Party, who kept themſelves from all Society with wei it P 
Lapied, and ſuch as communicated with them. And f latte 
this Severity was agreeable to the Humours of many, NW wer 
vatian became the Head of a prevailing Hereſie, which aud 
ſpread through many remote Parts of the World, and { 
extreamly diſturb'd the Peace of the Church for a long \ 
time, that this Century is call'd by ſome Secalum Novel ſeral 
tianum. lcap 

Euſ#b, In the midſt of theſe Diſturbances in the Church, t.. a Cc 
Cyprian. Perſecution ſtill continu'd, tho? abated in ſome Place fon | 
ae And now Alexander Biſhop of Feruſalem, having held th enco 
| Dignity 39 Years, after ſeveral Araignments and vario Ener 
Sufferings, dy'd in Priſon at Ceſarea, to the great Lols and p 
the whole Church, particularly to Origen, who had MF Senat 


foul 
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found him a true Friend and Patron. He was ſucceeded 
by Mazabanes, who continu'd in this See about nine Years, 
and was the 35th Biſhop of Ferzſalem, after the Apoſtle 
St. Fames. About the ſame time Mayſes that eminent Prieſt 
and Confeſſor, with uncommon Courage and Conſtancy, 
ſutfer d Martyrdom within the Walls of Ame. And now 
God thought fit to give ſome Eaſe to his Church, by re- 
moving its ſevereſt Perſecutor Decius, who warring with 
| the Goths and barbarous Northern Nations, in a ſhort 
| WH time was in a hopeful Way of deſtroying thoſe Ravagers. 
| For he had not only gain'd an entire Victory over them, 
with the Loſs of zog of their Men, but had alſo block'd 
them up in ſuch a manner as to have them all at his Mer- 
e WT cy. But by the Treachery of his chief Commander Gallus, 
-e Goths were put into ſuch a Condition, as not only to 
o Wl eſcape, but alſo to attack him with all poſſible Advantage 
don their Side. So that being ſurrounded by the Enemy, 
q a great Part of his Army was cut off, Perceiving his De- 
„feat, and ſeeing his eldeſt Son kill'd before his Face, he in 
r- WF Deſpair clapt Spurs to his Horſe, and rode furiouſly into 
e. adeep Lake or Bog, where he periſh'd miſerably. His 
I Body had not ſo much as the Honours of a Funeral, but 
. belt befitted one who had ſet himſelf againſt God, Was 
in expos'd as a Prey to the Beaſts of the Earth, and to the 
or Fowls of the Air. Thus dy'd Decius, a Prince ſufficient- 
ri fam'd for his Actions, excepting thoſe relating to the 
Chriſtians, whoſe Blood was reveng'd not only upon him, 
his Son, and his whole Army, but alſo upon the whole 
Koman Empire, by means of the Inundations of the Goths 
and other barbarous Nations, who at that Time might 
have been eaſily ſupprelt, if not ruin'd by natural Means, 
it Providence had thought it fit. His Death hapned in the 
latter End of November, inthe Year when he and his Son 
were Conſuls; being now in the Goth Year of his Age, 
and having reign'd a little above two Years. 


V. The Goths purſu'd their Victory, and made a mi- GAT. 
ſerable Slaughter of the Roman Army; and thoſe who e- Ts 
(cap'd, fled to the Legions commanded by Gallus, who, as the 31/8 
a Confederate with the Goth, was in Safety. This Per- Roman 
ſon ſhew'd himſelf very induſtrious in ſtrengthening and Ce. 
encouraging his Army, promiſing great Succeſs againſt the Z. 


reg. 


Enemy, 'tili by his popular Actions he effected his Deſigus; ,“ 
and procur'd the Soldiers to proclaim him Emperor. The Cyprian. 
denate and People of Rome were extreamly concern' d, 


both 


8 — 
2 * . 


— 


* 

4 

an 
þ 
n 
1 
U 
41 
| 


- Y - — 
8 . 
* 


— — . 
by 


—— 
ͤ—1ũ— ͥ ?T— 


Di. Ale. no lets diſtorb'd by Novatian and his Party, who finding 


604 Cent. III. Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory. Book Ill. 


both for the Death of Decius, and the Overthrow of their 
Army; but underſtanding that Gallus was choſen Empe- 
ror, and that his Legions had fecured ſuch Men as eſcap'd 
from the Battel, they confirm'd his Election. Gallus waz 
now about 45 Years of Aye, and deſcended of an honou- 
rable Family in Rome, which he mach ſtain'd by his infa- 
mous Actions. For he not only ſully'd it by his treaſon- 
able Practices before he was Emperor, but after his Ad- 
vancement he made a Peace with the Goths, the moſt dil- 
honourable that ever the Romans made fince the Fonnda- 
tion of their City; which was, That the Romans ſhould 
every Tear pay a conſiderable Tribute to the Goths, And 
thus to gain the Title of Emperor, he was content to 
make himſelf and the Rumans, who were accounted Lords 
of all Nations, tributary and ſabje& to a rnde and barba- 


A. D. rous People. But the Succeſſes of this Emperor prov'd 
252. according to the Merit of his Actions: For the Gozhs, and 
Galli other Northern Nations, not ſatisfy'd with their Advants- 


from Peace, broke it in a ſhort time, and like a mighty 
orrent, came down upon the Provinces of Thrace, Ma- 
ia, Theſſaly, Macedonia, and ſome Parts of Aſia, com- 
mitting all kinds of Devaſtations and Maſſacres. On the 
other Side, the Perfians ſeeing the great Succeſſes of the 
Gothe, enter'd into Meſopotamia and Syria, with a mighty 
Power, under their great King Sapores; and then paſling 
forwards, they ſubdu'd Armenia, and drove out Trridates 
the King of that Country, But Gallus not much regard- 
ing theſe Troubles and Calamities abroad, conſum'd his 
Time in the Pleaſures of Rome, taking his Son Yoluſran, 
tho* but a Child, for his Companion in the Empire, and 
cauſing Virtus Auguſtoram to be ſtampt upon their Coins, 
as tho* Valour, and not T reachery, had gain'd him the Em: 
ire 
- During theſe Diſturbances in the State, the Church was 


themſelves rejected in Italy, to be reveng'd upon their 
great Oppoſer St. Cyprian, rais'd what Miſchiefs they could 
in Africk, where they caus'd one Maximus, a Deputy 0! 
Novatian, to be choſen Biſhop: On the other ſide Felicilſ. 
mus of Carthage, an old Enemy to Cyprian, procar'd 
Privatus of Lambeſa, formerly menticn'd, to ordain 1 
Perſon call'd Fortanatus, Biſhop, in oppoſition to Cyprian, 
and afterwards came into Italy to get his Ordination rat! 
fy'd there by Cyrnelius, pretending that this Frtunatus had 


been ordain'd by five and twenty Biſhops, and that 2 
| IMC! 
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himſelf favour'd the Party of the Novatians. Cornelius at 
firſt rejected Feliciſſimus, and thoſe of his Faction; but at 
length, either terrify'd by their Menaces, or ſhaken by 
their Diſcourſes, he entertain'd ſome Suſpicions to the Pre- 
judice of St. Cyprian, and writ to him after a very diſobli- 
ging Manner ; to which the other return'd a very warm 
Anſwer, expoſing his Weakneſs, and acquainting him 
with the Malice of his Enemies. At the ſame time the 
Faction of Novatian began to ſpread it (elf in the Eaſt, 
and to prevail in the City of Antiuch; and Fabius the Bi- 
ſhop of the Place ſhew'd them too much Favour and Af- 
fection. This occaſion'd a Synod of the Eaſtern Biſhops 
about this Affair. For ſo Dionyſius Alexandrinus in his 
Letter to Cornelius, tells him, that he had been ſummon'd 
by Helenus Biſhop of Tarſus, Firmilian of Cappadocia, 
and Theoctiſtus of Cæſarea, to meet in Council at Antioch, 
to ſuppreſs the Endeavours of ſome who thought there to 
eſtabliſh the Novatian Schiſin. But ſhortly after the Par- 
ty declin'd by means of the Death of Fabius, who held this 
Biſhoprick not above two Years. He was ſucceeded by 
Demetrian, who continu'd in this Dignity about eight 
_ and was the fourteenth Biſhop of Antioch after the 
poltles, . 
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ln the mean time the excellent Cyprian call'd a Coun- Sp 
cil at Carthage of forty two Biſhops, who meeting on the EA. 


15th Day of May, ſteered much the ſame Courſe as to 
the Lapſed; being ſway'd to moderate Councils, becauſe 
dt, Cyprian had been frequently admoniſh'd by Divine Re- 
yelations of an approaching Perſecution; and therefore 
they did not think it prudent and reaſonable, that Men 
ſhould be left naked and unarm'd in the Day of Battel, 
but be fortify'd with the Euchariſt, and reconcil'd to the 
Church. In the times of Peace and Proſperity they pro- 
tracted the time of Penance, and allow'd not the Sacri- 
ficatito be re-admitted, but at the Hour of Death; but now 
the Enemy was breaking in upon them, Chriſtians were 
to be prepar'd for Suffering, and Encouragement given to 
thoſe who by a ſincere Repentance had ſhew'd themſelves 
ready to contend earneſtly for the Faith. This they did, 
not to patronize the Idle, but to excite the Diligent, the 
Church's Peace being granted, not in order to aſe, but 
to Conflict; and if any us'd their Indulgence to worſe 
Purpoſes, they did but delude themſelves, and were re- 
mitted to the Divine Tribunal. The Reſolution of this 
Council was immediately G6gnify'd to Cornelins, that bs 

might 
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might uſe the ſame Conduct in his own Church, And 
now there was particular Occaſion; for the Emperor 64d. 
lus, to compleat the Miſeries of his Reign, renew'd the 
Decian Perſecution againſt the Chriſtians, which had been 
much abated ; reſolving as it were to imitate his Predeceſ. 
ſor in nothing but his Crimes. He iſſu'd out no new De. 
crees, but only let looſe the Reins of the former; fr 
which Reaſon it is properly enough call'd, a Continuati. 
on of the Seventh Perſecution, This was attended with 
many Miſeries and Calamities in the Empire, which were 
one Pretence for it, as Wars, Ravages, Famines, and 
that dreadful Plague which began in Decizs's Time, now 
rag'd more furiouſly than ever, particularly in St. Cypriar's : 
Dioceſs of Carthage. There vaſt Multitudes were ſwept WM in 
away every Day, and the Streets were fill'd with the Car- W of 
caſſes of the Dead, which ſeem'd to implore the Aſſiſtance Wh 
of the Living. In this calamitous Time of Perſecution WY hi 
and Peſtilence, St. Cyprian call'd the Chriſtians together, WIC) 
and in Imitation of the Divine Benignity, exhorted them Wo 
to Acts of Mercy and Charity, and that to their greateſt 
Enemies and Perſecutors; and by his own Munificence 
and Perſuaſions, great Aſſiſtance was given to all ſorts 
of People, And that he might not be wanting to any, 
he at this time penn'd his excellent Diſcourſe concerning 
Mortality, wherein he eloquently taught the CHriſtiant to 
© triumph over the Fears of Death, and not to decline, 
© but rather deſire it, ſince it deliver'd them from all the 
. © Miſeries of this Life, and united them to Jeſus Chr! 
for ever; that therefore they had very little Reaſon to 
« grieve for their Friends and Relations, fince they were 
gone to the Enjoyment of the moſt imaginable Felicity, 
This horrible Peſtilence, as the other Calamities of the 
Empire had been before, was now by the Pagans charg'd 
upon the Chriſtian Religion, as the Cauſe for which the 
Gods were implacably angry with the World. To vindi- 
cate it from this vulgar and popular Objection, Cyprias 
addreſs'd himſelf in a particular Treatiſe to Demetrian the 
Proconſul © wherein he prov'd, that theſe Evils that came 
© upon the World could never be laid at the Door 0 
* Chriſtianity, aſſigning other Reaſons of them, and & 
mongſt the reſt, their wild and brutiſh Rage againſt the 
Chriſtians, which had provok'd the Deity to bring thele 
© Calamities upon them, as a juſt Puniſhment of thelt 
« Folly and Madneſs, in ſetting themſelves againſt a Re— 
© ligion io innocent and dear to Heaven. About the 
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game time alſo he wrote to Fortunatianus a particular 


Treatiſe call'd The Exhortation to Martyrdom. 


Fry of it. For having made an open and generous Con- 
tefſion of his Faith, for which St. Cyprian applauds him, 
he was baniſh'd to Civita Vecchia, not far from Rome. 
But that not ſatisfying the Malice of his Enemies, he was 
after that taken up, cruelly ſcourg'd, and then beheaded 
upon the 14th Day of September, having continu'd in the 
See one Year, three Months, and ten Days. He left ſome 
few Writings behind him, and was ſucceeded by Lucius, 
Aman, Son to Porphyrius, who for his vigorous aſſert- 
ing the Truth of Chriſtianity, was ſhortly after his Electi- 
on baniſh'd with ſeveral others. But in the Beginning of 
+ WT the following Year 253, he return'd from his Exile with 
his Companions, for which he was congratulated by St. 


obtain'd a glorious Martyrdom as well as his Predeceſſor, 
having held this Dignity but five Months and ten Days, 
according to Biſhop Pearſon, He was ſucceeded by Se- 
pen I. a Roman, the Son of Julius, a Man of a warm 
and violent Temper, who continu'd in this See ſomewhat 
above four Years, and was the twenty ſecond Biſhop of 
Rome after the Apoſtles St. Peter and St. Paul. And now 
he Perſecution drew to an End, but the Miferies of 
he Empire were as great as ever, and all the Reign of this 


ther Calamities. He had only one conſiderable Victory 
0 Mafia, gain'd by his General ÆEmilian over the Goths ; 
ff whom many Thouſands were lain, and the Purſuit 
ollow'd for ſeveral Days. But this Victory was ſo far 
rom being an Advantage to Gallus, that it ſoon after oc- 
alon'd his total Ruin; for Æmilian by this became ſo 
elebrated, and Callas ſo deſpicable, that the Soldiers 
ho admit'd the Preſents and Promiſes of Amilian, and 
ho ever affected Novelties, proclaim'd him Emperor. 
the News of this ſoon rouz'd Gallus from his ſoft Plea- 
ures in Rome, who thereupon with all poſſible Expedi- 
ol! prepar*'d himſelf to oppoſe this dangerous Rival; 
nd ſo leaving the City, with his Son and a powerful 
umy, he march'd towards Mæſia. Here he was met by 
miliau, who boldly came to a Battel with him, and at 
bath overthrew hun, and flew both him and his Son 
Valufian; 
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The Perſecution till continu'd in ſeveral Places, and EH. 
tticularly in Rome, where Cornelius the Biſhop felt the O 


A. D. 
213. 


Cyprian; and not long after, in the Month of March, he Galli 2 


wicked Emperor was unfortunate and deplorable; as well 2. 
or the Loſs of ſeveral Provinces to foreign Enemies, as &c. 
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Volaſian; the Soldiers all joining with the Conquer 
This hapned at Terni in the Month of May, under th; 

 Confulſhips of Voluſiun and Maximus, A. D. 253. Gally 
being 47 Years of Age, and having reign'd one Year ang 
fix Months, His Death gave an entire Peace to the Church 
of God, after it had endur'd the moſt terrible Storm and 
Conflict, that ever had been known before; and which 
had continu'd with ſome little Intermiſſions and Abate 
ments, near three Years and a half. 


— 


CHAP. VI. 


| 
From the End of the Seventh General Per. 
ſecution of the Church, to the beginning off © 
the Diocleſian Ara, uſually calls, be 

( 


Era of the Martyrs. 
Containing the Space of about 31 Tears. | 
| ) 
A.D. I P ON the Overthrow of Gallus, Æmilian begnMl 
273. to look upon himſelf as real Emperor of Rome; th 
VALE- and accordingly wrote to the Senate of his Sue 
RIAN ceſs and Election, adding many Complaints againſt they? 
—— G de of Gallus, and as many Promiſes of H 
th 
Emperor, Mn Performances. But the Senate had no Regard ue 
Polls, theſe Promiſes; and the Army of the Alps likewiſe 08M” 
Euſeh, $'d him, chuſing their own Commander Valerian to tho 
mperor, whom the Senate favour'd. Upon Notice of but 
which, e/&milian's Soldiers, mov'd with the great Reputs Thi 
tion of Valerian, and the Favour of the Citizens, to avoid Me 
civil Wars, roſe up againſt Æmilian, and flew him, after 
a ſhort Reign, ot rather Uſurpation of about three Month Phil 
Upon this, Valerian was not only acknowledg'd Emp? o 


ror by the Army, but alſo by the Senate and Peop! 

with extraordinary Applauſes, and being ſetled in the G0 

vernment, he gave to his eldeſt Son Gallienus the Title d 
Auguſtus, and made him his Equal in the Empire. Valen 

an Was now about 70 Years of Age, moſt of which tim 

he had ſpent in great Fame and Repucation, both und 
| good and bad Emperors, by reaſon of his Valour and 
| ther Accompliſhments; and had attain'd to many Office 
| 


and Dignities; particularly under Decius he _ — 
- | ell 


1 
1 
| 
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Cenſor of Rome, an Office diſ-us'd fince the Reign of 
Clandins, into which he was choſen by the Senate, 
who all cry'd out, That the Life of Valerian was a conti- 
nua Cenſorſhip; and that he ought to judge of the Crimes 
of others, who had none of his own. He was of an ancient 
Family, and in the whole Courſe of his Life had been 
proſperous in his Enterpriſes; ſo that all had great Hopes 
that this Man's Wiſdom and Experience would diſperſe 
the Calamities of theſe unhappy Times. And accordingly 

he ſet about many Regulations, and made choice of wiſe 

and worthy Governors, and of valiant and experienc'd 

Commanders, whom he ſelected from the chief of the No- 
bility, by whom he was very ſucceſsful in ſcveral Actions 

againſt the Northern Nations. Among the reſt of his lau- 

dable Actions, he ſhew'd himſelf a peculiar Patron tothe 

Chriſtians, whom he treated with al} Offices of Kindneſs 

ind Humanity, kindly entertaining them even in his own 

Family ; ſo that his Court ſeem'd to be a Church for Pie- 

ty, and a SanQuary for Refuge to all good Men, 


In the Beginning of this Emperor's Reign, or the End , %. 
of the laſt, the great Origen peaceably ended his Days at &c. 


Tyre, having liv'd near 69 Years, and moſt of them in 
the moſt imaginable Fatigue and [nduſtry; leaving a Name 
that was the Envy of his own, and the Wonder of ſue- 
ceeding Ages. If we conſider this Man in the Correſ- 
pondence he had with three or four Emperors, his Beha- 
viour under three Perſecutions, the Cenſures he ſuſtain'd, 
the Herefies he confounded, the Numbers of Pagans he 
converted, the renown'd Scholars he taught, and the fix 
thouſand Volumes he is ſaid to have written, we can't 
but ſtand amaz'd at his wonderful Strength and Abilities. 
Tho? his Parts and Learning have been admir'd by all 
Men; yet his Errors were too many and dangerous to be 
ercus d; tho? they generally proceeded more from a curious 
Philoſophical Head, than from a ſtubborn unſound Heart, 
He held and taught the main Principles of the Chriſtian 
Religion with great Firmneſs; but being a vaſt Proficient 
mn Philoſophy, and too much poſſeſt with the Notions 
If Plato's School, he grew very ſolicitous to accommo- 
le the divine Truths to his belov'd Opinions. And from 
ree of them all his Errors ſeem to have proceeded ; as 
Irſt, that all intelligent Beings ever did, and ever ſhall exiſt : 
decondly, that they have always been free to do Good 
ind Evil; and Thirdly, that they have been precipitated in 
bwer Places, and contin'd to Bodies for a Puniſhment of 

_— 1 - * their 
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&c. 


to find Therapius ſlight the Authority of a Decree ſo late- 


their Sins. Notwithſtanding his Errors, no Man had great- 
er Pens employ'd in his Vindication than himſelf; and 
never were more famous Conteſts than about his Writ- 
ings, which are believ'd to have been much corrupted, ſe 
veral Hereticks being ambitious to make ſo great a Man 

their Senſe. Particularly, there aroſe a certain 5c& 
which call'd themſelves Origeuiſts, maintaining lome of 
his Principles, as that the Sun, Moon, and Stars, had all 
Souls, 'that the Torments of the Devils and Damned 
ſhould have an End, Fc. To which they added ſevera] 
other Errors, and ſome of them renew'd the Abominati- 
ons of the Gnoſticks, and were therefore {tid the Dirty 
and [wpzre. Theſe Hereticks infected the Church tothe 
4th, 5th, and 6th Centuries ; and were one Occalion of 
the Condemnation of all Origey's Works. 

The Peace which the Church enjoy'd under this Empe- 
ror, gave Opportunity. to the Biſhops and Governors to 
make ſeveral Regulations; and particularly St, Cyprian 
call'd a Council in Carthage of 66 Biſhops upon a double 
Occaſion, The firſt was concerning a certain Presbyter 
nam'd Victor, whom Therapixs his own Biſhop had too 
ſoon receiv'd into Favour, contrary to the Decition of the 
laſt Council; and the ſecond was concerning the Time 
of baptizing Infants, ſtarted eſpecially by Fidus an African 
Biſhop, who aſſerted that Baptiſm was not to be admini- 
ſtred before the eighth Day, as Circumciſion was under the 
Jeuiſb Law. As to the firſt, the Biſhops were ſurpriz d 


ly enacted, but nevertheleſs, after mature Deliberation, 
they were of opinion that the Reconciliation Victor had 
receiv'd from his own Biſhop, ought not to be revers'd; 
and fo they permittted him to enjoy Lay-Communion, 
contenting themſelves with admoniſhing theic Colleague 
to be more vigilant for the future. As to the Baptiſm ot WF tj 


Infants, it was determin'd, that it was not neceſſary to be o 
deferr'd till the eighth Day, nor was the Mercy of God to 
to be deny'd to any as ſoon as born into the World; de 
that it was their univerſal Sentence That none ought to + |] 
be prohibited Baptiſm and the Grace of God; which, 5M * | 
* it was to be allow'd to all, ſo much more to [nfants aid 97 
© new-born Children. About this time alſo, St. Gãriunßßg © « 
writ againſt Firtznatianus, who had been Biſhop of AH * ( 
and directed his Letter to Epictetus, who was elected NF * 1 
his Place, and to the People of that City. This Fri, *& v 
tianus had the Unhappinels to fall into Idolatry, and up- © y 


ON 


Chap. VI. vALERTAN the 324 Rom. Emp. | 612 


on that Account was depriv'd of his Biſhoprick; aſten 
which he earneſtly labour'd to re- poſſeſa himſelf of it, 
and to perform his Epiſcopal Functions as formerly. In 
this Letter St. Cyprian * condemn'd theſe Proceedings, 

© and demonſtrated the Neceſſity of Sanctity to make 

© Mens Sacrifices acceptable, adviſing the People not to 

© ſuffer him to. exercite his Office, but to ſeparate from, 
him in caſe he perſiſted in his Deſigu. 

In the following Year, the Biſhops of Spaimhadrecourſe A. D. 
to St. Cyprian, about an Affait of the fame Nature, for 254- 
Baſilides and Martial, Biſhops of Leon and Aſlonga, ha- Valer. 
ving been publickly convicted of Idolatry, and other Crimes, 
were depriv'd, and Felix and Sabinus elected in their 
Places. Baſilides owning his Crime, had voluntarily quitted 3 
bis Biſhoprick, and was plac'd in the Rank of Penitents, 
thinking himfelf happy if he might be admitted to Lay- 
Communion. Neverthelefs, theſe two, afterwards puſh'd 
on by Envy and Ambition, us'd their utmoſt Endeavours 
to regains their Sees; and for that End repair'd to Ame, 
not to demand their Re-eſtabliſhment from Pope Sephen, 
dur only to obtain favourable Letters from him. Stephen 
deing ſurpriz'd into a Compliance, granted them their Re- 
queſt; ſo that upon their return to Spain, they became 
more inſolent than ever, and thought to te- poſſeſs them - 
ſelves by main Force. W on the Clergy and Peo- 
ple of Spawy' by Letters addreſs'd themſelves to St. Cypri- 
an, and alſo deputed the new Biſhops, Felrx aud Sabiuus, 
to know how to proceed in this Exigency. The holy 
Pretate judging it a Matter of no ſmall lmportance, call'd 
Council of 36 Biſhops, which was bis fourth in Car- 
thage ; and after a diligent Examination of all Circumſtan- 
ces, the Biſhops came to this Reſolution, That the De- 
privation of Bgaſelides and Martial, as well as the Qcdina- 
tion of Felix and Sabinut in their Places, ought to ſtand 
good: To which Purpoſe they wrote a Synodical Lettet 
to the Clergy and People of thoſe Diocefles, wherein they 
declar'd, * That ſince the People had Power to ele& good 
* Biſhops, and to reje& the Bid, they would be anſwera- 
dle to God it they any longer communicated With them; 
That the Ordination of Felix and Sabinas was lawful, 

* fince it was done by the neighbouring Biſhops, by the 

Conſent of the People, that it ought not ta be revets'd, 

* tho? Baſilides had impos'd upon the Credulity of Stephen, 

which Condud, inſtead of effaciug their Crimes, aggra- 

vated their Guilt. Shortly _ this, St. Cyprian * — 
2 ult 
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ſulted by the Gallican Biſhops, concerning Marcian Bi- 
ſhop of Arles, who being infected with the Novatian He- 
reſie, brought over ſeveral Perſons to his Party, and arro- 
gantly inſulted over his Brethren, Fauſtinus Biſhop of Ly- 
ons, and ſeveral. other Biſhops, wrote both to Pope Sie. 


phen, and St. Cyprian, deſiring their Concurrence in ex- 


communicating Marcian. But Stephen neglecting the Af- 
fair. Cyprian wrote to him, * deſiring him to ſatisfie the 
© Requelts of the Gallican Biſhops, and diſpatch his Let- 
© ters to Arles, declaring Marcian excommunicated ; re- 
© monſtrating, That ſince that Biſhop had joyn'd himſelf 
© to Novatian, there was no Occaſion for a new judg- 
ment againſt him; that all Biſhops were oblig'd to ad- 
© mit Penitents into the Church, ſo that the whole Body 
of Biſhops being united by a mutual Charity, whenever 
© Chriſt's. Flock is attack'd by Hereſies or Schiſms, they 
© may be able to re-unite the Sheep, like good Shepherds 
* who truly love their Flock. About the ſame time, being 
highly centur'd by an African Biſhop call'd Papienus, who 
believ'd the Calumnies of Feliciſſimus, he wrote a ſolemn 
Letter to him, juſtly condemning his raſh Believing any 
ill Reports of his Brother, concluding with theſe remark- 
able Words, You have my Letter, and | have yours; 
© they will be both read in the Day of Judgment, before 
© the Tribunal of Jeſus Chriſt, 


A. D. But now St. Cyprian was concern'd about a greater Af- 
255. fair, which was examin'd in a Council of 32 Biſhops, 
Valer, which he call'd the following Year; and this was con- 


cerning the famous Conteſt about re-baptizing thoſe who 
had been baptiz'd by Hereticks. This, by the Occaſion 
of the Montaniſts and Novatians, had been formerly can- 
vaſt in the Eaſtern Parts, from whence ic flew over to 
Numidia, and by Jauuarius and the Biſhops of that Pro- 
vince, it was brought before St. —_— and this Coun- 
cil of Carthage. In this it was determined, * That no 
© Baptiſm could be valid out of the Church ; That it was 
© abſolutely neceſlary to re-baptiſe thoſe who had receiv'd 
© the Baptiſm of Hereticks ; and that this was no novel Sen- 
© tence, but had been ſo adjudg'd by the African Biſhops 
© their Predeceſſors, and the Thing conſtantly practis'd and 
* obſerv'd by them. Quintus a Biſhop, ſoon after deſiring 
St, Cyprian's Opinion of this Matter, he return'd him the 
ſame Anſwer, * tho' he modeſtly acknowledg'd that ſome 
of his Brethren were of a different Opinion, and ſent 


© him the Decifion of the Synod, But that this Contro- 
verſie 
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yerſie might be more fully examin'd; this excellent Man A. D. 
in the next Year aſſembled a Council of 71 Biſhops, as 256. 
well of the Province of Africk, as Numidia, who con- Valer. 


firm'd all that had been determin'd by the preceding Sy- 
nod, concerning, the Baptiſm of Hereticks, and decreed, 
+ That all Presbyters and Deacons who were ordain'd a- 
* mongſt them; and alſo ſuch of the Clergy, who had 
been ſome time of their Party, upon their Return to the 
Church, ſhou'd only be receiv'd in the Quality of La- 
' icks, And the better to maintain that Honour and Friend- 
ſhip which Biſhops ow'd to each other, they acquaint- 
ed Pope Stephen with their Conſtitutions by a Synodical 
Letter, towards the Concluſion of which it repreſented, 
That fince their Ordinances were conformable to Truth 
Hand the Chriſtian Religion, they hop'd he wou'd make 
no Difficulty to approve them: That they were ſenſible 
that all Biſhops could not readily change their Opinion, 
* yet tho? they retain'd their own Cuſtoms, they might 
* {till preſerve the Laws of Charity; Therefore they did 
not magiſterially impoſe their Opinions upon others, 
© fince every Biſhop had full Authority within the Jurif- 
dition of his own Church, for which he was accounta- 
ble to God alone. 


Pope Stephen was ſo far from ſubmitting to the Rea- e 
ſons of the Africans in this Matter, whether becauſe he E. 


imagin'd they had a Deſign againſt the Koman Church, 
or becauſe he thought the Queſtion of too great Conſe- 
uence for them to determine, that he was enrag'd againſt 
. Cyprian and his Colleagues, and rudely treated their 
Deputies : Nay, be prohibited all the Chri/tians of his 
Church to receive or lodge them, not only depriving 
them of Eccleſiaſtical Communion, but alſo refuſing them 
the common Civilities of Hoſpitality. The Letter he 
writ back, was fill'd with Affronts and InveQives, and 
his Deciſion was compriz'd in theſe Terms; * If any Per- 
* fon comes to you of any Hereſie whatſoever, let not 
the leaſt Alteration be made in what has been regulated 
* by Tradition, but only lay Hands upon him, and fo re- 
* ceive him, This being brought to Africt, St. Cyprian 
mov'd with the Proceedings at Sepben, ſent his Letter, 
with a Refutation of it, not only to Pompey of Africk, 
but alſo to Firmilian, and the other Biſhops of Cappadocia, 
who were all of the ſame Opinion with Cyprian, rouch- 
ing the Baptiſm of Hereticks. Hrmilian particularly writ 
i long Epiſtle, * wherein he amply and ſharply * 
a - 5 l — tha 
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the Opinion and Letter of Sepben, and eftabliſh'd the 
© Diſtipline which Cyprian had defended; alledging, that 
e © jt had been vbſerv'd in his Country by immemorial Cu- 
© ftom, and confirm'd in Two numerous Synods held n 
© Tconium and Syunada. St. Cypritn allo wrote a Letter 
to Biſhop Jubiauus about this Matter, and alſo another to 
Magnus, wherein he anſwer'd two important Queltions, 
and declar'd, That Baptiſm by the Novatians in particu- 
© tar, ought to be look'd upon as invalid; and that the 
* Baptiſm of Clinic is, that is, of ſick Perſons on their Beds, 
© was valid; and that the Sacrament was equally efficaci. 
© ous, whether the Perſon was pluug'd into the Water, or 
© had it ſprinkled upon him, But, to put the grand Con. 
troverſie beyond all Diſpute, he ſummon'd a more gene. 
ral Council of $7 Biſhops, which was the 7th and laſt, 
and the third upon this particular Occaſion ; and this al. 
ſembdled in the Month of Seprember 256. In this Council 
the Letters of Jubianus to St. Cyprian, and his Anſwer 
To that Biſhop, were firſt read. After which St. Cyprian 
propos'd to all the Biſhops preſent, * to deliver their Opi- 
© nions freely, but yet not ſo, as to condemn and excom- 
© -municate thoſe of a different Judgment; For, added he, 
none of us ought to make himſelf a Biſhop of Biſhops, 
© or pretend to awe his Brethren by a tyranmical Fear, be- 
© cauſe every Biſhop is at liberty to do as he pleaſes, and 
© can no more be judg'd by another, than he can judge 
others himſelf; but all ought to wait for the Judgment 
© of Jeſus Chriſt, who alone can ſet us over the Church, 
* and judge our Actions. After this Propofition, the B. 
Tops gave their Opinions, and concluded all in favour 
of St. Cyprian. 

Not only Firmilian of Cappadocia, but alſo Dionyſius of 
Alexandria, and many others in the Eaft, ſtood firin to 
St. Cyprian, and maintain'd, that all Perſons baptiz d by 
Hereticks ought to bere-baptiz'd. Dionyſius however cat. 
Ty'd himſelf with great Temper and Moderation, and i 
his Epiſtles © diftinguiſh'd between Apaſlates, who had te- 
* ceiv'd their Baptiſm in the Catholick Church, and Pare 
* Fereticks ; That the former upon their Return were to 
de admitted by the Impoſition of Hands, which Practio 
* he had learnt from his Predeceſſor Heraclas ; but the 
latter, who had no Baptiſm but what was conferr'd by 
© Heretical Perſons, were to be enter'd into the Church 
* by Catholick Bapriſin, Belides, he engag'd in this Dil- 
pute more like a Mediator than a Party, writing - * 
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Stephen to uſe Moderation in this Caſe, as he did alſo to 
his Succeſſor, and moſt other Biſhops of that time. But 
neither Numbers nor Arguments wou'd ſatisffe Sephen; 
and indeed the Controverſie aroſe to that Height between 
him and St. Cyprian, that he gave the other very rude and 
unchriſtian Language, ng pn falſe Chriſt, falſe Apo- 
flle, deceitful Worker, and ſuch like; while the other treat- 
ed him with great Sharpneſs and Severity, charging him 
with Pride and Impertinency, Self. Contradiction, igno- 
rance, and Obſtinacy, and other Weakneſſes. Firmilian 
alſo charg'd Stephen with ſacrificing the Peace of the Church 
toa petulent Humour, where Inhumanity, Audaciouſneſs, 
Inſolence and Impiety, are ſome of the Characters be- 
ſtow'd upon him: A great Inſtance how far Paſſion and 
Prejudice may tranſport wiſe and good Men beyond the 
Merits of the Cauſe, and the Bounds of Charity, Thus 
we have given an Account of this great Controver- 
fie, which was never nicely determin'd till the Council of 
Arles in the fourth Century. All that we ſhall add con- 
cerning it, is, that St. Cyprian and his Party expreſly diſ- 
own'd Anabaptiſin, or Rebaptization, ſtill aſſerting that 
there was but one Baptiſm ; only they look'd upon the 
Baptiſm of all Hereticks as ſo facto null and void, and 
therefore ſaid, that the Parties ſo baptiz'd, ought to te- 
ceive What (lawfully) they had not before. 
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IT The Chriſtiant had now enjoy'd a profound Peace A_ D. 
for about four Years from Valerian, who had been kind 257. 
to them beyond any of the preceding Emperors ; ſo that they Valer. 


wanted no Aſſurauce of a happy and proſperous time. But 
in the qth Year of his Reign, this Emperor gave way tothe 5. 
Suggeltions and Delulions of an Arch- Magician of Agype, Eee. 
call'd Macriauus, who prevail'd upon him to fall from bis 
former Kindneſs, and to perſecute the Chriſtians; alledging 
that theſe Men by their wicked and execrable Charms, 
hinder*d all the Froſperity of the Emperor, colouring his 
Pretence from their ipecial Power over Demons, whoſe 
miſchievous Arts they diſſipated, and whom they ordina- 
rily baniſhed with the ſpeaking of a Word. Upon a Pre- 
tence of this dangerous Power, Macrianus advis d the 
Emperor io perform many impious Rites of Initiation, a- 
bominable Sacritices and Enchantments, to cut the Throas 
or miſerable Infants, to ſacrifice the Children of unhappy 
P 4 Patents, 
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Magick, and they were without the leaſt Protection, ex. 
in the Month of April, and continuing three Years and a 


- whom was given a Mouth peaking great Things and Bliſ- 


Cyprian, 
42 Cz. Names of ſeveral Martyrs, as Rufinus, Secundus, Euſebius 


4 to appear before him, informing him, That he bad re. 


 #nuwledged none but the true God, the Creator of Heaven, 


Parents, to rip open the Bowels of new-born Babes, and 
to tear in Pieces, and cut in ſander God's own Work- 
manſhip, as if by theſe Acts he ſhould purchaſe for him- 
ſelf a laſting Felicity, Whereupon Edicts were in all Pla- 
ces publiſh'd againſt the Chriſtians, the great Enemies to 


pos'd to the common Rage. This is commonly call'd 
The Eighth General Perſecution of the Church, beginning 


half, or 42 Months: For ſo Dionyſ. Alex. intimates when 
he makes Valerian to be the Beaſt in the Revelation, t 


phemies, and Power was given to him to continue forty and 
two Months, Apoc, 13. 5. The ſame Perſon alſo tells us, 
that it is in vain to make a particular Enumeration of all 
the Chriſtians that ſuffer'd in this Perſecution ; only it is 
obſervable, that both Men and Women, young and old, 
Soldiers and Ruſticks, Perſons of all Ranks and Ages, 
were ſome beaten and ſcourg'd, others beheaded, and o- 
thers by overcoming the Violence of flaming Furnaces, 
receiv'd the Crown of Martyrdom. 

The Perſecution began at Rome, where we have the 


a Presbyter, and Marcellus a Deacon, with ſeveral others, 
But the chief of theſe Martyrs was Stephen himſelf, who 
ſuffer'd on the ſecond Day of Auguſt, after he had held un 
the See of Rome a little above four Years. After a Va- F 
cancy of 22 Days, he was ſucceeded fas or Jixt¹ιt WF 
It. an. Athenian Philoſopher, who held this Dignity 
almoſt one Year, and was the 23d Biſhop of Rome after ſu 
the Apoſtles St. Peter and St. Paul. The Perſecution 
extended to all Parts of the Empire, and beginning in 4- 
frick, Aſpaſius Paternus the Proconſul ſent for St. Cyprr 


cerv'd Commands from the Emperors, that all who were of 
Foreign Religion, ſhould worſhip the Gods according to the 
Roman Kiter, and demunded his Anſwer. Cyprian readily 
reply'd, That he was a Chriltian and a Biſpop, who a 


Earth, and all Things; whom all Chriſtians ſerved, pray 
ing Day and Night for themſelves and all Men, and for the 
Proſperity of the Emperors. The Procouſul demanding of 
him whether that was his final Reſolution, he reply'd, 
That Reſolution which is founded in God, cannot be al- 


ter d. Then he told him That he was to ſearch out the 
* Presbytes, 


to prohibit all private Aſſemblies, and proceed with capital 
Pim nenes . the Frequenters 7 The fol y 
Man gave him an unconcern'd Anſwer, ſo that the Pro- 
conſul finding it was in vain to treat with him, command- 
ed him to be baniſh'd to Carubis, a little City ſtanding ia 
a Peninſula within the Iybian Sea, not far from Peutapo- 
lis; apleaſant Place, where he met with kind Uſage, was 
frequently viſited by the Brethren, and furniſh'd with all 
Conveniencies. In this Retirement God was pleas'd to 
favour him with ſeveral heavenly Viſions, by one of which, 
in the firſt Day of his Arrival, he was particularly fore- 
warn'd of the Manner of his approaching Martyrdom. At 
the ſame time the Prefect of Numidia, atter having put ſe- 
veral Chriſt:ans to Death, and ſcourg'd others, condemn'd 
many to the Mines, and among the reſt ſeveral Biſhops 
and Presbyters of his Province. St. Cyprian, that he might 
improve all Opportunities, from the Place of his Exile ſeut 
theſe Martyrs an excellent Epiſtle, < wherein with won- 
derful Eloquence he heightned the Glory of their Con- 
* fefſion, and encourag'd them to ſuffer with Conſtancy: 
He ſent this to. three different Places, where theſe holy 
Confeſſors were diſpers'd, and remitted ſome Mony to 
them to er; their preſent Extremities. Their Anſwers 
were writen from three ſeveral Places, in which, in an 
maffected Stile, they return'd him their Thanks for his 
j rn Kindneſs and Charity, and aſſur'd him, that his 
Letter had rais'd their drooping Spirits, heal'd their 
* Wounds, and render'd their Preſſures more light and 
© ſupportable to them. 


As Africk felt the diſmal Effects of this Perſecution, ſo EA. 


ud egyprno leſs: And at the firſt Arrival of the Orders 
I" Alexandria, Biſhop Dionyſius, with ſome of his Clergy, 
ddreſt himſelf to eAmilian the Governor, who at firſt did 
not directly forbid him to hold his Aſſemblies, but endea- 
our'd to perſwade him from it, preſuming others would 
don follow his Example. Dionyſius return'd an Apoſto- 
cal Anſwer, That we muſt obey God rather than Men, 
vlemnly aſſuring him, That he would worſhip only the true 
od, from which Reſolution he would never recede. The 
overnortold him, That he had acquainted them with the 
reat Clemency of the Emperors, if they would act agreeably 
| Nature, and adore the Gods who were Protectors of the 
mpire, which he hop'd they would be more grateful than 20 
fuſe, To whom the Biſhop ceply'd, That though the ko- 

| | | mans 
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mans wor ſhipped other Gods, they only adored the Creator o 
rhe World, who gave the Government to the Emperors, and 
to whom they oy La for the Permanency and Stability 
of the Empire. n this the Governor by way of lub. 
nuation, utg'd him ro worſhip the Romans Gods together 
with their own; but finding all ineffeQuual, he declared 
them ignorant and ungrateful, and order'd Di int to be 
baniſh'd to Cepbro in the Deſarts of _—_ and likewiſe 
prohibited all the Aſſemblies of the ( Hriſtianr, threatning 
the ſevereſt Puniſhments to the Aggreſſors. The Sentence 
was — noo Execution, and Diowyfxs, tho! ſick, 
was hot allow'd one Day's Reſpite, but was hurried int 
the moſt uncomfortable Part of Lybra;; but great Numbers 
of Chriſtians ſoon follow'd him, partly from Alexauin 
and partly from other Parts of gt. At his firſt Ar 
val he was treated with Rudeneſs, and a Shower of Stones, 
but in a ſhort time he not only civiliz'd their Manner, 
but alſo reclaim'd them from Idolatry, and brought them 
to Chriftramty. And as he met with Succeſs, ſo he hifi 
edhis Quarters, preaching about in thoſe diſconſolate Re 
gions, and turning the Deſurt into a Church. Nor cout 
all the Severity of Æmilian prevent the Chriſtians Aſſem 
blies at Alexandria, tho' he proceeded with the utmolt H 
tred againſt ſuch as were brought before him, killing m 
ny With all the Arts of Cruelty, keeping others for the 
Rack and Torment, loading them with Chains, and thrult 
ing them into loathſome Dungeons, forbidding the Pr 
ſence of their neareſt Friends. Vet even in the Height « 
thefe AﬀiRions God ſapporred their Spirits, and animat 
others to venture in, and to adminiſter Camfort and Ne 
_ ceffaries to them, not fearing, tho* with the Peril of the 
Heads, to interr the Bodies of the Martyrs. From Cop 
Dionyſins wrote to Pope Stu, concerning the Re-bapt 


zation of Hereticks, in which he made a remarkable 7 
ception in one particular Inſtance, which was of a M ” 
of his Congregation, who had formerly receiv'd his by | 
tiſm from Hereticks, and now deſired to obtain CD 
lick Baptiſm; but he durſt not admit him, becauſe he MIC. 
deen many Years in the Claſs of the Faithful, and a 00 f 
ſtant Receiver of the Euchariſt, judging that his lol — 
organ with the Church might be equivalent to yt 
tiſm. | | 
About this time one Sabellins u Lybian, born at Per 
mais, a City of Pentapotis, ſtarted ſome unorthodox Na,” e 
vns and Opinions about the Doctrine of the holy my ny 
| - teach '? 


teaching that there was no Diſtinction between the three 
per ot, and uſſerting the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, 
% de but one Subliftence, one Perfon under three feveral 
Names, who in the Time of the Old Teſtamem gave the 
Law under the Notion of the Father, in the New Teſta- 
ment was made Man in the Capacity of the Sow, and af- 
terwards deſcended upon the Apoſties in rhe Quality of 
the Holy Chet. Epiphanmes tells ws that Sabrilimns had ſuck d 
in this rfromfome Apochryphal Books, and more e- 
ſpecialty from that call'd The Goſpel of tb Mgyptinns, 
where our Saviour is introduc'd teaching his Apoſtles, that 
the Father and the Son are but one and the ſame Perſon. 
Tho' thofe who then held this Opinion, were call'd Sabei- 
lunt, yet the Hereſie it ſelf was more anciem than Sebel- 
n. For we find that it was the Opmion of Praxeas and 
the Patropaſſians, and aſter them of Noetæt of Smyrna, 
from whom they were calld Noetrans; and laſtty, of this 
Sabellixs, ho by his Care and Induſtry gave them that held 
it the Name of Sabelliamt, which Name ever after conti- 
ned, as it does to this Day. 

And now the Perſecution began to give a fatal Turn to 


rants, ſent its Scourges from the Northern'Coumries,who 
amedown in a more formidable manner than ever; and 


the Emperor to make all poſſible Preparations, and to 
march with a powerful Army to Byzant:zm, to put a Stop 
o his Enemy's Power. But theſe Miſeries were ſo fat 
from mollifying his Heart, as to the Chriftrams, that he 
lent a Refcript to the Semite more ſevere than ever, where 
in he order'd that Biſhops, Presbyters and Deacons ſhould 
de put to Death without Delay; That Senators and Per- 
ſons of Quality ſhould loſe their Hononrs, and Prefer- 
ments, and forteit their Eſtates ; and if they ſtill continu'd 
Chriftraxs, loſe their Heads; That Ladies of the higheſt 
Rank ſhould not only have their Eſtates confiſcated, but 
iſo be banifh'd ; and that all of the Emperor's Houſhold 
ould be irmmediatety ſent to Prifon. Which gave Occa- 
don to the Governors to carry on the Perſecution with 
more Violence than ever; among whom Macrianns was 
particularly diligent in Rome. In Execution of thefe Or- 
ters, Pope Sixtus was brought out and beheaded with 


Ornartus, 
— 


il the Proſperity of Valerian; for Heaven being highly 23 
provok'd with the barbarous Treatment of its fairhfal Ser- Valer. 


ib VI. VALERIAN rhe 324 Row. Emp. 619 


D. 
8. 


n the ſame time the mighty Sapores King of Perſia, with a p., /i, 
furious Progreſs over- run and ravag'd Syria, Cilicia, Cap- Oprian. 
padicia, and the Eaſtern Parts of the Empire. This oblig d 4% 
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- of the Church. The Governor incens'd at this Diſappoint- 


of this Perſecution, where great Numbers ſuffer'd ; parti. 


Qrartus, on the 6th Day of Auguſt, after he had been Bj. 
— of Kome 11 Months and 11 Days. As he was led 
to Execution, Laurence his Archdeacon and Treaſurer 
follow'd after him, and with loud Cries deſir'd, That he 
might partake of the Honour of Martyrdom with him, and 
that his Blood might be mingled with that of his Biſhy, 
Sætut told him, That he was reſerv'd for à more noble Com 
bat, but that he ſhould quickly follow him, and within three 
Days be where he was, The Governor knowing Laurence to 
be the Charch's Treaſurer, ſeiz d upon him, and charg'd 
him to diſcover where the Treaſures were. The holy 
Man deſir'd three Days time to gather them together, and 
preſent them to him; at the End of which he preſented 4 
great Number of poor helpleſs People to the Governor, WW © 
and let him underſtand, That they were the true Treaſure: 


ment, immediately order'd him to be torn with Scourges, 
to be whipt with Iron Rods and Plambetæ, and then tobe 
ſet on the wooden Horſe, and to have all his Limbs diſlo- 
cated; and laſt of all order'd a kind of Grid Iron, with x 
flow Fire under it, to be made ready; upon which the 
Tyrant caus'd him to be laid down and roaſted. All which 
Torments St. Laurence endur'd with admirable Conſtan- WI | 
cy and Unconcernedneſs; and after a confiderable time 
lying upon that Bed, he victoriouſly call'd out to the Go- 
vernor, I am roaſted enongh on this Side; turn me on the 
other, and then eat me. Then praying for the Converſion 
of Rome, he chegrfully yielded up his Spirit to God. The 
Perſecution was now ſo hot, that after the Death of Six. 
tus, there was a Vacancy in the Church of Kome tor a. 
molt a Year, the Care of the Criſtians being then left to 
the Presbyters. | 

Nor were Carthage and Africk free from the Severity “ 


cularly three hundred Martyrs at Utica, commonly call'd 3 
the Martyrs de Maſſa Candida, ho rather than do Sacrifice, WF." 
chearfully leapt into a mighty Pit of burning Lime kind: 
led for that purpoſe, and were immediately ſuffocated in, 

the Smoke and Flames. The daily News of the Chriſt e 
ans Sufferings gave St, Cyprian jul} Reaſon to expect and 
provide for his own Fate, which he waited and long d 
for every Hour. Tho? his chiefeſt Friends defir'd him to 


withdraw; yet the Deſire and Proſped of an immortu . c 
Crown had ſet him above the World, and made him def 
to all their kind Entreaties. But when News was brug 
| r 17 1 tha 


that the Officers deſigu'd to carry him to Vtica, to ſuffer 
there, he retir'd, being unwilling to ſuffer in any Place 
but Carthage, in the Preſence of the People where he had 
o loug and ſucceſsfully preached the Goſpel, the Truth of 
which he was deſirous to ſeal with his Blood; it bein 
very agreeable that a Biſhop ſhould ſuffer for his Lor 
in that Place where he had govern'd his Church, and b 
that eminent Confeſſion edifie and encourage the Floc 
committed to his Charge, as he writes in his laſt Epiſtle 
o his People. As for themſelves, he adviſed them to 
peace and Unity, not to create Trouble to one another, 
* nor to offer themſelves to their Perſecutors; but if any 
i were apprehended, couragiouſly to confeſs, as God ſhould 
enable them to declare themſelves. Taking up his Reſi- 
dence at Carthage, Officers were immediately ſent to ap- 
drehend him, who putting him in a Chariot carry'd him 
10 the new Proconſul Galerins Maximus, who command- 
d him to be kept a Day longer at an Officer's Houſe, 
Fhile the People alarm'd with the News of his Return 
and Apprehenſion, flock'd to the Doors, and watch'd there 
ll Night. Being brought before the Proconſul the next 
Day, Maximus looking upon him, ſaid, Art thou Thraſci- 
ys Cyprian, @ Biſhop and Father to Men of impious Prin- 
dier? The ſacred Emperors command thee to ſacrifice ; 
2 be well adviſed, and do not throw away thy Life. 
he Holy Martyr reply'd, J am Cyprian and @ Chriſtian, 
ud cannot ſacrifice to the Gods; do as you are commanded ; 
win ſo juſt a Cauſe I need no Conſolation. The Pro- 
onſul diſpleaſed at his invincible Conſtancy, told him, 
That he had been long of this ſacrilegions Humour, had ſe- 
red many into the ſame impious Prattices, and ſhewn him- 
if an Enemy to the Gods and Religion of the Roman Em- 
re, and one whom the ” tou [ could neuer re- 
ce to the Obſervance of their holy Rites: That therefore 
ring found to be the Ringleader of ſo dangerous a Sect, he 
ould be made an Example to all thoſe whim he had ſe- 
Cd, and that 1 be eſtabliſb' in his Blood. 
Vhereupon he read his Sentence out of a Table- Book, 7 
il that Thraſcius Cyprian be beheaded, To which the 
bly Man only anſwer d, / heartily thank Almighty God, 
oo is pleaſed to ſet me free from the Chains of the Body, 
atence being paſs'd, he was led away with a ſtrong 
ward of Soldiers, infinite Numbers of People prefling at- 
the Chriſtians weeping and mourning, and crying out, 
t us alſo be beheaded with him. Being brought " the 
| lace 
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Place of Execution, which was a Field ſarrounded win Wil : 
Trees loaden with Spectators, the Martyr falling down 
upon his Knees, recommended his Soul to God in Pray. 
er; after which he ſtript himfelf to a Linnen Veſtmey 
and expected the Executioner, to whom he commanded 
the Sum of about (x Pounds of our Mony to be given. 
The pious Brethren ſpread Linnen Cloaths about him tg 
preferve his Blood from being ſprinkled upon the Ground; 
and then covering his Eyes with his Hand, the Execyi- 
oner did his Office. His Body was depoſited not far of 
by the Chriſtians, but at Night, for fear of the Gentile 
zxemov'd; and with many Lights and Forches, ſolemnly 
interr'd into the Cemetery of Auerulius Candidus a Pro 
curator, near the Fiſh-ponds in the Mappalian Way. This 
was done upon the 14th Day of Srpsember, after he hi 
heen about ten Years Biſhop of Carthage, being ſucceed 
ed by Lucian, To give 2 ſhort Character of St. Cypriay 
he may de faid to have been, tho“ not the greateſt, yet th 
moſt uſeful and valuable Man, the moſt accurate and 
finiſh'd Writer, and the moſt wiſe and ſerviceable Biſho 

in this Age. VE 
A. D. Not long after the Death of St. Cyprian, the Proconſi 
259. Galerins Maximus dy'd, being ſueceeded by one Su 
Valer, Who carry'd on the Perfecytion with no leſs Severity thy 
' 6 the other bad done. In Carthage many eminent Chrif 
">. ans were put to Death, particularly, Luciut, Montam 
48. Ms, Flavian, Julian, FVidtoricus, Premolns, Remus and Dona 
arb. an; moſt of them of the Clergy, and Se. Cypriau's Dil 
ples. In Numidia, James and Marianns, with many ( 
ther, ſuffer'd at Lambeſa, In Spain, Frudtnoſus Biſhop ( 
Tarragon, after a noble Confefhon of his Faith, was but 
alive, together with his two Deacons Augurins and Eu 
ius. In Paleſtine, Euſebius informs us of three emine 
onfeffors, Priſcus, Malchas, and Alexander, who bein 
in the Country, and afham'd to think that they lay idle at 
ſecure, while ſo many others were contending for t 
Crown, unanimoufly went to the Governor of Cæſ Von 
rofefs'd themfelves Chriſtians, receiv'd their Sentence 
eath, and were wade Food for the wild Beaſts. Bev 
theſe, he tell us of a Woman in Cæſurea, who, tho un 
Marcionite, underwent the ſame Fame. In Rome the Chu eat 
continu'd a confiderable time without a Biſhop ; but Mund 
Perſecution a little abating, after almoſt a Year's VacangW'"s | 
the ve! rg made choice of Dronyflus, a learned and Ma tt 
cellent Man, who held this Dignity about eleven Vei bote 
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and N 2 of Rome aſtet the Apoſtles St. Pe- 
and St. 
Jud now the Roman Empire began to be more and Pelle. 
more afflicted by barbarous Inundations, and the Perfian %, 
A lovafons, in which Valerian himſelf way the principal 
serer. For after be had made ſome Reſiſtance to the 
Gutbs and Scytbiaus, he was oblig'd to turn all his Forces 
1. zpzinſt Sapores King of Perſia, who with a furious Pro» 
bes ravag'd many of the Eaſtern Provinces. Approaching 
near the Perſcans, he became fo diſhearten'd and confound- 
ed, that he . of Succeſs, and would have put 
m End to the War by giving of Mony. * offer d 
to parly with him in Perſon upon that Subject, to which 
[arias imprudently conſented. And being infatuated by 
God, and betrayed by Macrianus, the firlt Cauſe of his 
lajuſtice to the Chriſtians, he was brought into an incom- 
nodious Place without a ſufficient Guard; where being 
ſurrounded by the Perſians, and all the Paſſes poſſeſs'd, 
without any Reſiſtance he was taken Priſoner by Spore:, 
who carry'd this old Emperor into his awn Country, and 
treated him with lndignities below the meaneſt Slave. For 
kde inſulting Perſian, ſwell'd with this proſperous Gale, 
made Valerian his Footſtool, whenever he was diſpaſed 
0 take Horſe; cauſing the greateſt Monarch of the World, 
to whom all Nations paid Homage, to bow down his 
Neck for him to tread upon it, when he mounted the Sad- 
dle. This was the miſerable Fate of the Perſecutor Yale- 
ra, Which hapned in the Year 260, he being 76 Years 
of Age, and having reign'd near ſeven Years; a Prince 
eminent for many remarkable Excellencies, who for many 
Years wanted no kind of Succeſs and Reputation, 'till at 
length pulling down the Vengeance of Heaven, he was 
ſeverely puniſh'd for his barbarous Cruelties to the Chriſti- 
an; Which was likewiſe no ſmall Puniſhment to the 
Romans, who never receiv'd ſuch a publick and ſigna! 
Affront fince the Foundation of their City, Sapores was 
wont to rally Yalerian, when he made him his Footſtool, 
klling him, Thats that Poſture was a greater Proof on which 
vide the Victory went, than all the Pires that the Ro- 
mans could make; and for a long time after the Perftans 
treated the very Name of a Roman with the utmoſt Scorn 
and Indignity. Valerian continued about ſeven Years in 
this miſerable Servitude, notwithſtanding all the Writings, 
al the Interceſſions, and all the Threats of the greatelt 
Potentates in the World; and at the ſame time was _ 
c 
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ſed and negle&ed by his own Son Gallienns, At length 
being 83 Years of Age, Spores caus'd his Eyes to be pull 

. out, and after that, his Body to be flead alive, and ruby'g 
with Salt, according to Agathias. But Lactantius faith that 
after his Death his Skin was flead off his Body, and that 
both that and his Bowels being tinctur'd with a red Co- 
Jouring, were hung up in one of the Temples of the Per. 
ian Gods, to be a perpetual' Memorial of fo remarkable; 
Triumph, by which they might always put the Roman Am- 
baſſadors in mind of it, and from ſo uncommon a Specs. 
cle, warn them not to preſume too much upon their ow 
Power, but to remember Valerian's Fall. 


A. D. III. Valerian being taken Priſoner, his Son Gallieny, 
260, in courſe remain'd Emperor of Rome, being now about 
Gar- 41 Years of Age, and a Perſon ſufficiently noted for his 
Litxus, Eloquence and Learning, bat more for his impious and 
the 33d profligate Life, This Reign was more confas'd and cala. 
— mitous than any of the preceding; and Heaven and Earth 
pen, ſeem d equally to threaten the DeſtroQion of the Roma 
Zoſm, Empire. In the Beginning of it the Sun was clouded and 
Orefius. darkned, ſo that it did not appear for many Days: Strange 
and diſmal Earthquakes overthrew Cities and ſtately Edi- 
fices, deſtroying great Numbers of People, and ſhaking the 

Lands ſo terribly, that the hidden Bowels of the Earth, 

and the ſtnpendous Caverns were laid open, from whence 
flow'd vaſt Streams of Salt Water. The Sea overſwell'd 

its Banks, and broke into many Continents, drowning 
Countries, Cities, and People; and ſo violent a Peſtilence 

rag'd, that in Rome, no leſs then 5ooo Perſons dy'd in 3 

Day. Beſides which, the whole Empire was dangerouſly 
invaded on all Parts: The Germans over-run Khetia and 

the Alps, and paſs'd into Italy as far as Ravenna; the Alle 

mans allo waſted Gaul, and enter'd Spain to the City ol 
Tarragon: The Goths and Scythians ravag*d all Ponta, 

and a great Part of leſſer Afia ; and in Æurope, all Greece, 
Macedonia, and their Confines. Dacia beyond the Ds 
nabe was entirely loſt to the Quad: and Sarmatians, who 

alſo ſeiz'd on Pannonia; and the Perfians and Parthians 
having already gain'd Meſopotamia, poſleſs'd themſelves 0 

a great Part of Syria. About the ſame time the Soldiers 

in all Parts electing their own Generals. advanc'd no lels 

than Thirty almoſt at one time, who aſſuming the Title 

of Emperors, are generally recorded by the Name of the 


Thirty Braut; who being oppoſite to each other, and 
10 
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to Gallienus, the Empire by their. Means was more ſevere- 
ly harcaſs'd and oppreſs'd by its own Forces, than by 
foreign Devaſtations : Only theſe Uſurpers, who were 
enerally valiant Men, did oftentimes ſecure the Empire 
— barbarous Nations. 


Among theſe thirty Uſurpers, the two firſt were Poſt- rain. 
hamnus, who ſet up in Gaul, and Ingenuus in Pannonia, Enſch. 


both valiant Commanders. Callienus immediately under- 
took the latter, ſlew both him, and overthrew the Gozhs ; 
in which Victories he uſed incredible Cruelties, deſtroying 
all the living Perſons in one City, But the former was 
ſo powerful, that he maintain'd his Authority for ſeven 
Years; and Ingenuus, notwithſtanding his Death, was ſuc- 
ceeding by Kegillianus, who preſerved his Power in Pan- 
nonia for three Years. So that by means of theſe, and 
many other Uſurpers, Gallienus retired himſelf to Rome, 
regarding little either of his own or his Father's Con- 
cerns; and while the whole World was infeſted with Wars 
and Deſolations, he for the moſt part continu'd in the 


City abandon'd to Eaſe and Luxury, and ſurrounded with 


the ſofteſt Pleaſures and Delights. And when he was in- 
formed that AÆgypt had revolted, that Gul was loſt to 
Uſurpers, that 52 was ruin'd by Earthquakes and the 
Hthiaus, and that other Provinces were in danger, he re- 
turn'd Anſwers with ſo much Negligence and Remiſsneſs, 
as if he had utterly forgot his Office and Dignity. But 
notwithſtanding his Careleſsneſs and Diſregard to the Pub- 
lick, yet he had ſo much Senſe of 3 Ca lamities, as 
from his Father's Misfortunes to take the Meaſures of his 
Carriage towards the Chriſtians, He ſaw that while his 
Father favour'd the Chriſtians, Heaven ſmil'd upon his 
Deſigns, and his Affairs ſucceeded in an uninterrupted 
Courſe of Proſperity; but that when he once began to 
bear hard upon them, the Tide turned, and the Divine 
Vengeance fell both upon him and the Empire, There- 
fore, contrary to the Pradices of former Emperors in the 
like Circumſtances, he wiſely reſolved to give Eaſe to 
the Innocent Chriftians, and accordingly by his EdiQs he 
entirely relax'd the Perſecution, and allow'd them a full 
Freedom in the Uſe of their Religion. This was done 
in the Month of October, A. D. 260; from which 
Time the Church of God had a long Peace of above 40 
Years; tho” it was not wholly without Trouble and In- 
terruptions, as well as Martyrs. About the Beginning of 
this Time of Indulgence, Demetrian Biſhop of Antioch 

Vo L. II. * 2 dy'd, 
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dy'd, after he had held this Dignity about eight Years 

and was ſucceeded by Paul of Samoſata, a Petſon ſuffici. 

ently condemned for his intolerable Avarice and Ambiti. 

on, who continued in the See about ten Years, and wa; 
the 15th Biſhop of Antioch after the Apoltles, 

A. D. The EdiQs of Gallienus for ſome time had not their de. 

261. fir'd 277 in all Parts of the * * for Macrianus 

Gallie. the great Enemy to the Chriſtians, taking Advantage from 

& bels onfus'd Times, ſet up for Emperor with 555 two 

w ons Macrianus and OJuietus, and poſleſt himſelf of a con- 

P-/lie. ſiderable Part of the Eaft, together with eAfgypr. In the 

E«/. ſame time Alexandria was fill'd with Factions, and Sed. 

tions, and ſo much Confuſion, that Biſhop Diozy/ias, now 

return'd to his City, was compelled to tranſact all Aﬀairs 

with his Friends by Letters, it being ſafer, as he tells us, 

© for a Man to travel from the Eaſt to the Heft, than to 

« paſs from one Part of Alexazdtiato another, ſo inhuman Wl |; 

and barbarous were the Outrages committed there, This WE 4 

was ſucceeded by a cruel Fatnine, and that by a dreadful re 

Plague, which over-tan both City and Country, and in 2 MM 4 

manner ſwept away all that the othet Calamities had ſpa- WE 

red. It mow'd down both Gentiles and Chriſtians, and yi; 

turned the Paſchal Soleinnity into Days of Weeping and WM t; 

Mourning ; all Places were filled wich dying Groans, and Wi v4 

Sorrows either for Friends already dead, or thoſe ready cel 

to depart. And here it is remarkable, that while the Cen- WM ne; 

tiles abandon'd their dying Friends, and fled from them WM he! 

as from certain Death, the Chriſtians, without any Re- wa 

gard to their own Lives, boldly ventur'd into the thick- U 

eſt Dangers, daily viſiting, aſſiſting and relieving their fick WM mor 

and infected Brethren, chearfully taking their Pains and 

Diſtempers upon them, and often expiting with them, 

And when many of thoſe thus attended, recover'd and 

liv'd, they dy'd themſelves, as if by an unheard of Piece 

of Charity they had willingly taken their Diſeaſes upon 

them, and dy'd to ſave them from Death. The moſt con- 


ſiderable both of Clergy and People chearfully met 2M wart 
Death that deſerv'd a Title little leſs than that of Martyt- to af 
dom: They embrac'd the Bodies of the Dead, cloſed their taye 
Eyes, laid them out, waſh'd and dreſt them up in thei req; 
Funeral Ornaments, took them and carry'd them to their was ; 


Graves, it not being long before others did the ſame Ot- Grij 
fices for them. During the Time of this Peſtilence, and 
before, Dionyſius the Biſhop was warmly engag'd in the 


Confutation of the Errors of Sabellius, who had conſou 
ee 
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ded the three Perſans of the Holy Trinity, and broug 
over many to his Opinions. But as it uſyally happens to 
moſt Men, while he manag'd the Cauſe with too much 
Zeal and Fervency, he bent the Stick too much the con- 
trary Way, afferting not only a Diſtinction of Perſons 
but alſo a Difference of Eſſence, and an Inequality of 
Power and Glory, For which he is ſeverely cenſur'd by 
St. Baſil, and ſome of the Ancients, as one ho in a great 
Meaſure open'd the Gap to thoſe Arrian Impieties that 
afterwards broke in upon the World. Tho' St. Baſil | 
could not but do him fo much Juſtice, as to ſay, That it | 

| was not any ill Meaning, but only an over-vehement De- ! 

fire-to confute his Adverſary, that betray'd him into thoſe 

; WH unwary, and inconſiderate Aſſertions. Some Biſhops of 

, Wh Pextopolis immediately took Advantage of the Aſſertions, 

uad going over to Rune, repreſented the Danger of them 

o Dyoniſius Biſhop of Rome, This Caſe was ſolemnly 

's WH diſcuſs'd in a Synod at Rome, which was the ſecond we 

Lead of in that City, and Letters written to Dionyſius of 

Alexandrig concerning this Matter, who in four Book 

and an Apology refuted both the Errors of Sabellius, an 

vindicated himſelf, declaring his Senſe more explicitly in 

this Controverſie, all which may be ſeen at large in Azha- 

vafhus, who with infinite Pains vindicated this his Prede- 

ceſſor, as a Man ſound and Orthodox, and who was 

never condemn'd by the Governors of the Church, or 

held thoſe dangerous Errors which Arrizs broach'd after- 

wards, | 

ln the mean time the Confuſions in the Empire encreas'd . 

more and more; and among others, Valens and Piſa both Ei. | 

ſet up for Empecors; the former in As-a:a, and the latter 1 

in Theſſaly; but in a ſhort time Pe was ruined by Va- 

lexus, and Valent was {lain by his own Soldiers. The 

Deaths of theſe Uſurpers much enlarg'd the Power aud 

Dominions of Macrianus in the Eaſt, who while Odena- A.D 

thas, a valiant Prince of the Palmyrines, was ſucceſsfully 26 

warring againſt the Perſians, now found an Opportunity Gallie 

to aflict the Chriſtians in his Parts. Among theſe, we , * 

tave an Account of Marinus à military Officer in Cz2/a- 32 

ta; who upon bis being promoted to a Centurion's Place, 

was immediately accuſed before the Governor of being a 

Griſtian; and tho' he was a Man eminent both for De- 

(cent and Riches, he was only allow'd three Hours Re- 

ſpite for Deliberation. During which ſpace, Theadenns 

biſhop of the City, carry'd on to his Church, and at 

2 
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the Altar ſhewing him his Sword and the holy Goſpel ; 
he demanded of him which he would chuſe. Marinus free. 
ly chuſing the latter, Deoctenus bad him adbere to that, and 
he ſhould obtain his Keward, Whereupon with a noble 
Courage, he made Confeſſion of his Faith before the Ti- 
bunal, and immediately after he was hall'd away, and be. 
headed. His Body was ſoon after taken up by A/tyrins a 
Roman Senator, and a Perſon fam'd for his Chr:ft:az Bold- 
neſs, as well as his Acquaintance with the Emperors and 

greateſt Men, who carry'd it upon his own Shoulders, . 

| richly adorn'd it, and honourably bury'd it. Of this Man 

E nuſebins obſerves, that many marvellous Things have been 

related: Particularly one at Cæſarea Philippi, where a WM 

| certain Springs at a ſolemn Feſtival, a Pagan Sacrifice Wh i 

1 was wont to be caſt into the Water, which by the Power n 

of the Devil, would immediately vaniſh out of Sight, Wi 

Aſtyrins finding this extoll'd as agreat Miracle, and being 

preſent, and ſeeing many ſtricken with Admiration at it, Wi th 

lifted up his Eyes to Heaven, and beſought the ſupream I 

God by Jeſus Chriſt, That he would rebuke this Devil, Wh an 

and command him to ceaſe his Delufions ; upon which WF V: 

the Sacrifice immediately floated upon the Water, and the ei 

pretended Miracle ever after ceaſed, ral 

Pollo, And now the impious Macrinus being in a Manner Wi be 

Euſcb. Emperor of all the Eaſt, became unſatisfy'd with his pre- ¶ put 

ſent Uſurpations, and reſolved to march towards Kone, Wi and 

to make a Conqueſt of the Meſt alſo. Therefore puſhing Wh con 

forwards with 450co. Men through the Leſſer Afia into Wi N. 

Thrace and Achaia, he was met by Aureolus, Commander e 

of the Legions in Hlyricam and Dalmatia, who in one dex 

Battel put an End to all his aſpiring Attempts, overthrow - Ae 

ing and ſlaying both him and his Son Macriauus. Upon, 7% 


which 3ceco of the Soldiers went over to Aureolus, which no 
ſo ſtrengthen'd his Intereſt, that he, like other Generals the 
aſſum'd the Title of Emperor, and became ſo powerfu A 
that Gallienus, who was many Ways diverted, thought in th 
fit to enter into Articles with him, and make a Peace His 
which continu'd firm moſt of his Reign. Soon after the 4ud « 
Death of the Perſecutor Macrianus, Gallienus again (enti 40d { 
out his Edicts in Favour of the Chriſtians, particular Oppr. 
this following Reſcript, directed to Dionyſius of Alexa ume 
dria, Pinnas, Demetrius, and the reſt of the Biſhops : / ginec 
have given Order that the Indulgence of our Bounty ſhall Perſia 


extended throughout the World, that all Religions Place 
ſhall be freed from Force and Violence. Wherefore ye all 
mi 


Chap. VI. GALLIENUS the 334 Rom. Emp. 629 


gely enjoy the Benefit of our Reſcript, ſo as no 
125 12 _ vex or moleſt you, and _— o now m 
lawfully enjoy, has been long ſince granted by Ut. And for 
this End Aurelius Cyrenius our Higb-S ard, ſhall keep 
the Copy of this Edict which we have now granted, The 
lixe Reſcript he alſo ſent to other Biſhops, giving them 
the free Liberty of the Cæmetria, the Places where they 
bury'd their Dead, and often aſſembled for their Religious 
Solemnities, eſpecially the Memorials of their Martyrs. 
This was moſt grateful News to the Cyriſtians, eſpecially 
to Dionyſius at Alexandria, where they had ſuffered ſo ſe- 
verely. About this time, this indefatigable Biſhop was 
concerned in a new Controverſie occaſion'd by an «gy 
tian Biſhop named Nepos, who underſtanding the Promi- 
ſes of the Goſpel in a groſs Senſe, and maintaining Chriſt's 
thouſand Years Reign upon the Earth with inflexible Ob- 
ſtinacy, compos'd a Book call'd A Confatation of Allegy- 
riſks, wherein he endeavour'd to prove his Opinion out of 
the Apocalypſe. He brought over many to his Opinion in 
that Part of «Afgypz call'd Arfiave, which unhappily proved 
an Occaſion of Schiſm and Diviſion in thoſe Churches. 
Dionyſus, as a diligent Governor, judg'd it expedient to 
examine this Doctrine publickly ; and becauſe they gene- 
rally look*d upon Nepss's Book as an unanſwerale T reatiſe, 
he confuted it viv4 voce, and atter three whole Days Dil- 
pute, which was managed with all imaginable Wiſdom 
and Calmneſs, he brought all things to an amicable Ac- 
commodation. After which, he wrote two Books again(t 
Nepsi's Opinion; in the firſt of which he delivered his 
oyn Opinion upon this Queſtion; and in the ſecond an- 
nex'd the Reaſons, and the Teſtimonies drawn from the 
Revelations, In which laſt, * tho* he look'd upon the A- 
* pocalypſe as written by an inſpired Author, yet he could 
not be brought to believe that it was written by John 
' the Evangeliſt, but by another of the ſame Name, 


After the Death of Mlacrianus, new Diſturbances aroſe Pls. 
in the Eaſt ; Baliſta his General, ſet up for Emperor in *< 


Hria, and retained his Authority for t wo or three Years; 
and Æmilian Governor of Agypt follow'd his Example, 
and ſeized upon that important Kingdom, to the great 
Oppreſſion of the Chriſtians in Alexandria, At the ſame 
time Prince Odenathus in Defence of the Roman Empire, 
rained extraordinary Advantages againſt Sapore King of 
Perfia, which ſo affected Gallienus, that in the midit of 
bis Pleaſures, he made a ſqlemn Triumph for thoſe Vi- 


23 Qories, 
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A.D 


263. 


Gallie. in this ſa 


— — 


4+ 


Pollio. 


&c. 


"ſhop Gr 9 of Neocæſarea, to beg his Advice what to do 
lk 


Qories, notwithſtanding his Father Valerian was ſtill un- 
der a miſerable Servitude, and in the Hands of a defeated 
Monarch. In the ſame Year alſo the Gerhs and Scytbiavt 
made further Irruptions, ravag'd Greece and the leſſer 4. 
fta, and plunder'd the famous Temple of Diana in Epbe. 
ſus. They made anheard of Devaſtations, and carry d a. 
way many Chriſtians into their own Countries ; which 
Providence made uſe of for a further Spreading and Pro- 

agation of the Goſpel. In this genetal Confuſion moſt 
Perſons took advantage of their Neighbors Misfortunes, 
and many of the weaker Chriſtians turn'd Rexepado'sy and 
piltaged their Fellow-Chr:/tians, and ſome under the Pte. 
tence of finding, ſtole, or at leaſt detain'd the Goods of 
others. This occafion'd an Aſian Biſhop to write to B. 


e JJ ms vo . qa... As EG 


ate of Affairs. Gregory by Enphroſinus ſent 

back a celebrated canonical Fpiſtie ſti!) extant, * wherein 8 
© he preſcribes the ſeveral Stations and Orders of Penitents, 4 
« particularly cenſuring their inordinate Avarice, and ſhew- t 
ung how unſuitable ſuch Actions were to Chriſtians, and WI U 
«© how abhorrent to God; but much more inhuman in Ml * 
t theſe calamitous Times, to ſpoil the Oppreſſed, and in- 
t rich themſelves by the Ruins of their miſetable Brethren, d 
© But ſince ſome Pane they did not ſteal, but only took WM Y 
+ what they found, he informed them, that if they founda- 5 
ny thing, they were obliged to reſtore it, tho' belonging Ic 
to their Enemies, much more to their Friends, and Fe- m 
© low-Sufferers, And if any thought that their being Lo- Pa 
© ſers themſelves was a ſufficient Warrant to detain what /* 
they found, he let them know, that this was to juſtife Pr 
© one Wickedneſs with another; and becauſe the Gotbs 


had been Enemies to them, they would become Goth 
© arid Barbariats to others. But ſince many had open) rec 
Jjoin'd with them in afflicting their Brethren, they were Ci 
to be excluded the Communion of the Saints, and no} ** 
to be re- admitted till by a juſt Penance according to tie dic 
Crime, they had made a publick and ſolemn SatisfaQior wi 
© to the Church. | dec 
Still the Confufions in the Empire continued, or rathet lte 
encreas'd; and now Saturninus a valiant Commander, (4 2 
up for Empetor in the Borders of Scythia, and continu + 
under that Title about three Years. Irie in Par bis 
via, after three Years Uſurpation, and great Service pet yt 
form'd againſt the Samaritans, was lain by the Roxola of 
or Ruſſians, eEmiliay at the ſame time was cloſely bil N 


lieg 


Chap, VI. GALLIENUS the 330 Ram. Emp. 631 


ſeg d in Alexandria, aud after many Hardſhips and Miſe- 

ries to the Citizens and Chriſtians, he was taken Priſoner, 

and afterwards put to Death in Priſon. But the famous 
Odenathys was more ſucceſsful, who not only defeated 
Baliſta, one of the U ſurpers, and repell'd all the Power A. D. 
of the Perſians, but ſo far eſtabliſh'd his Authority in all 264. 
the Eaſt, that Gallienus, with the Senates Conſent, gave Gallie. 
him what he had before yſurp'd, and made him Auguſtus, +4 
and his Equal in the Empire. His Uſurpation was the 5. 
moſt honourable, and prov'd more advantagious to the 
Empire than apy other; and he continu'd, with his Son 
Herod, in full Power about four Years; ſo that the Eaſtern 

Parts of the Empire cemain'd in a tolerable Degree of 

Peace and Regularity. 

About the Beginning of this Prince's Reign, Paulus Sa- xu(7. 
moſatanus, who had been near four Years Biſhop of Anti- Athan. 
vb, began openly to vent ſeveral Heterodox Opinions; & 
aſſerting that there was but one Perſon in the Godhead ; 
that our Saviour was a Holy, but a meer Man, who came 
not down from Heaven, but was of a pure Earthly Original ; 
that the Word (the ſame with the Father) did ſometimes re- 
ide in him, and ſometimes depart from him, with ſome other 
dangerous Propoſitions of the like nature. Beſides all, he 
was highly obnoxious in his Morals, covetous without 
Bounds, heaping up vaſt Riches, partly by Fragd and Sacri- 
lege, partly by unj1.(t Vexations of his Brethren, partly by fo- 
menting Differences, and taking Bribes to aſſiſt the weaker 
Party. Fe was alſo proud and ambitious beyond meaſure, af - 
ſecting Pomp and ſecular Power, and to be ſtil'd atemporal 
Prince rather than a Biſhop, walking through the Streets 
with a ſolemn Attendance and Crowds of People after 
him. In the Church he caus'd an high Throne to be e- 
rected, and a Place call'd Secretum, after the manner of 
Civil Magiſtrates; and being upon the Bench, he was 
wont to ſtamp with his Feet, and to frown upon thoſe who 
did not theatrically ſhout and applaud his Diſcourſe, in 
which he generally reflected upon his moſt eminent Pre- 
geceſſors, magnitying himſelf as far above them all. In- 
ſtead of choſe Hymns that were ordinarily ſung in Ho- 
nour of our Lord, he taught ſome of his Prulelyted Fe- 
males upon the Ear Solemnity to chaunt out ſame to 
his Commendation; procuring alſo the Biſhops and Preſ- 
byters in the neighbouring Parts to publiſh the ſame things 
of him in their . to the People, ſome of his Proſe- 
tes not fearing to affirm, That he was an Angel come 
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down from Heaven. He was moreover vehemently ſaſpe4- 

ed of Incontineney,maintaining in his Houſe ſome Women 

of exquiſite Beauty, contrary to the Canons of the Church, 

and to the great Scandal of Religion, And that he might 

be the leſs difturb'd, he endeavour'd to debauch his Cler- 

gy, conniving at their [rregularities, and corrupting others 

with Penſions ; and thoſe whom he could not ſeduce by 

evil Arts, he aw'd by Power, and his mighty Intereſt in the 

Princes and Potentates of thoſe Parts, particularly in Od. 

nat huss Queen Zenobia ; ſo that they were oblig'd with 

Sorrow to bewail at home what they durſt not declare a- 

broad. To rectifie theſe Miſchiefs in the Church, moſt 

of the chief Biſhops in the Faſt reſolv'd to meet in a 8). 

nod at Antioch, which was the Second in this City, The 

principal Biſhops that aſſiſted, were Firmiliax of Cappads- 

cia Preſident, Gregory of Neoceſarea and Athenodorns, his 

Brother of Pontus, Atlan, of Tarſus, Nicomus of Iconi- 

um, Himenæus of Jeruſalem, Theoctenus of Cæſarea, be- Wi tt 

ſides a great Number of others, as well Presbyters as Bi- i! 

ſhops. Dionyſius of Alexandria was earneſtly invited to n 

this Synod ; but not being able to travel, he acquainted cl 

them with his Judgment of the Matter by way of Letters; WW = 

and in his Epiſtle to the Church of Antioch, to ſhew his WF C 

Reſentment, he refus'd to give Paul ſo much as the Ci- WF fo 
vility of a Salutation. The Synod being ſate, and the 

Matter being canvaſs'd, the crafty Heretick ſaw it was in lie 

vain to contend, therefore he diſſembled his Sentiments, b 

palliated his Diſorders, confeſs'd and recanted what he WI an 

was not able to conceal, and by a feigned Repentance, WW bl 

ſecured his Continuance in that honourable Place which WW du 

he held in the Church, | tr) 

Zu. , Shortly after the Synod at Antioch, the great Dionyfiu Wi &. 

Gr. nyſ. dy'd at Alexandria, to the great Loſs of that Church, at- all 

ter he had moſt wiſely and piouſly govern'd it about ſe: no 

venteen Years, He was a Man admirably skill'd in the At 

Opinion, Diſcipline and Precepts of the Church; and bis gr: 

Memory was continu'd at Alexandria by a Church ded- ga 

cated to him; but it flouriſh'd much more in the incom- 

parable Virtues of his paſt Life, and thoſe excellent Writ 

ings he left behind him, of which far the greateſt Part art 

A. D. now loſt, He was ſucceeded by Maximus a Presbyter 0 

265, Alexandria, who held this See about eighteen Years, aud 

Gallie, Was the isth Biſhop of Alexandria, after the Evangelilt St. 

F Mark. Not long after the Death of Dionyſius, anothe 

"6. great Man lefi the World, namely Gregory — 

ſho! 
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Biſhop of Neoceſarea, after he had happily and gloriouſly 

govern'd that City about twenty fix Years. A little before 

his Death, _ ſenſible that his Time drew near, he 

ſent about the City and the Neighbourhood to make a 

tri Enquiry whether there were any that were yet 

Strangers to the Chriſtian Faith. And being told that there 

were but ſeventeen in all, he ſigh'd, and lifting up his 

Eyes to Heaven, appeal'd to God how mach it troubled. 

him that he ſhou'd leave any Part of Mens Salvation incong- 

pleat, but withal he acknowledg'd it an extraordinary Mer- 

ty, that when he himſelf had found but ſeventeen Chriſtians 

at his firſt = thither, he ſhould leave but ſeventeen l- 

dolaters to his Surceſſor. Having heartily pray'd for the 

Converſion of Infidels, and their Confummation of Glo- 

ry, he calmly and peaceably refjgn'd up his Soul to God; | 

having firſt enjoyn'd his Friends not to procure him any | 

diſtinct and peculiar Place of Burial, ut that as in his Life 

time he had carried himſelf as a Pilgrim and Foreigner, in 

the World claiming nothing for himſelf, ſo after Death he 

might enjoy the Portion 2 Stranger, aud be caſt into the 

common Lot. After the Death of this Man, and of F:r- 

milian Biſhop of Cappadocia, the remaining Part of this 

. had not ſuch great Lights in the Church as be- 

ore. | 

No Year in the Reign of Gallienus was without Rebel- Pelli. 

lions and Uſurpations; and in this Trebellian was ſet up 8mm. | 

by the Iſauri in Aſia Minor. Againſt whom Gallienus ſent 

an eAfgyptian Commander call'd Cauſiſoleus, who in a 

bloody. Battel defeated and flew him; but could never re- 

duce the Jſauri, who by reaſon of their inacceſſible Coun- 

try preſerv'd themſelves after this from the Power of the 

Romans. In theſe times of general Commotion Africk 

alſo made choice of a Tribune called Ce/ſzs, a Perſon of 

no ſmall Reputation, and proclaim'd him Emperor; whoſe 

Authority laſted but ſeven Days before he was lain, and 

great Indignities were offer'd to his Body. And now a- A, D. 

d- gain the G made terrible Ravages and Devaltations in 266. 

m-. the leſſer Aſia, Galatia, and Cappadocia, and carried away Gallie. 

infinite Numbers of all forts of People. Among theſe <_ 

e Captives were many Chri/tians, and particularly thoſe of 7. 

oo the Clergy, who by their unblamable Lives, and their mi- 

naß raculous Cure of Diſeaſes and poſſeſſed Perſons, not on- 

h poliſh'd and refin'd theſe barbarous People, but daily 

hell brought over many to be baptiz'd and to embrace the Chr:- 

1 an Religion. Their Succeſs was ſo great, that many R 
| the 
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the Chriſtians, after they had Liberty to return to their 
own Countries, choſe to continue in theſe” ſtrange Parts, 
where they conld do ſo much Service and Honour to the 
Goſpel. About this Time alſo it is believ'd that the Fray; 

firſt received the Seeds of the Chriſtian Religion. 
A. D. Odenathus had not reign'd four Years in the Ea, be- 
267. fore his Kinſman Afeon:us treacherouſly flew him, and 
Gallie. eaus'd himſelf to be proclaim'd Emperor; but in no long 


— time after he met with the ſame Fate. Zenobia Wife tg | 


*. Odenathas, remain'd a Widow, with three young Sons, 
Pollie. Herenwiauus, Timolaus and Vaballath; and immediately 
Nc took the Government upon her, and began to rule with 

2 maſculine Courage and Conduct, ſhewing ſuch Wir. 
dom and Valour as is incredible; on the one ide warring 
againſt the mighty Perſians, and on the other defending 
her ſelf again(t a!l the Power of Rome for (ix Years to- 
gether. All Writers take ſome Notice of the Virtyes and 
Accompliſhments of this Princeſs, who was extraordins- 
rily learn'd in many Arts and Languages, and had her ſelf 
abridg'd the Alexandria and all the Oriental Hiſtorians; 
and tho“ ſhe was a Few by Education, yet ſhe was wil- 
ling to underſtand the Chretiax Religion, aud accordingly 
had addrelſs'd her ſelf to Paulus Samaſatanus befote- men- 
tion'd, who the better to make it agreeable to her T alte, 
betray d his Fidelity, and taught diſhonourable Notions of 


onr Saviour. This Lady is celebrated for her uncommon 


Chaltity, and for being liberal and temperate ig all things, 
very (ſevere upon occaſion, yet no ways defective in Good- 
neſs and Clemency; brave and magnanimous, as deſcend- 
ing in one Line from the Kings of eg/£&gypr, and in theo- 
ther from the Kings of Babylon, and in all things acting 
as if ſhe had been Empreſs of the World. Gallienus, who 
feard Odenathus, at firſt deſpis'd Zenvbia; but ſhe ſoon 
let him underſtand his Error, by her frequent overthrow: 
ing his Forces, particularly thoſe under Heraclianus. 
At the ſame time Gallienus had no leſs Difficulties to 
encounter in the Meſt, aud in Gaul, where Poſthamus hav- 
ing reign'd about ſeven Years, was ſlain by Lallianus, who 


Pofthumns's Colleague Cickorinus, together with his Sons, 
as alſo of one Marius, who all had the Titles of Empc- 
rors; whoſe Deaths caus'd Terricu to proclaim himlelt 
Emperor, and he became ſo ſucceſsful as to retain his Au- 
thority ſix Years. At the ſame time the Gothia again ravay'd 
Maſia, and the Heruli did the ſame in Aſia and Greece. 
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ſet up for himſelf. This was ſacceeded by the Death of 
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do that in all Parts of the Empire were committed infinite 
Murders, Robberies, Deſolations, and all kinds of Barba- 
rities, Tyrannies and T'renſons, accompany'd with an in- 
numerable Company of unheard of Miſeries and Cala- 
mities. Thefe were fo much occaſion'd by the Vices and 
Ctuelties of Gallzeyns, that the chief Governors finding 
him incapable of defending the State, at length reſolv'd 
upon his Death, which they found an Opportunity to ef- 
fe& in a ſhort time after, when Gallien with his Forces 
befieg'd Milan, now poſſeſt by Aureolut, one of the fore- 
mention'd Uſurpers. This was done in the Month of 
March, about the zoth Day, under the Conſulſhips of Pa- 
terms and Marinianus, A. D. 268. Gallienus being Forty 
hine Years of Age, and having reign'd about 15 Years 
from his firſt being nam'd Augaſtus, and near eight from 
the Captivity of his Father Valerian. He left all the Eaſt 
ſubje& to Zenobia, Gan and the Hetto Trrrycat, Iliyri- 
em to Aureolns, and Thrace, Macedonia, and Part of Afis 
Minor to the Goths and Scythrans, : 


eminent for many Virtues, as Temperance, Chaſtity, and 
Juſtice; only he was ſomewhat ſevere to the Chriſtiam, 
tho* the Truth of that is ſomewhat doubted. He made 
ſeveral excellent Laws, and in aſhort time much reform'd 
the Common - wealth; ſo that in his ſhort Reign there was 
a great Change of Affairs, and he prov'd a mighty Sup- 
port to a declining Empire, His principal Care was to 
reſtore the Empire to its former Strength and Glory, be- 
ing ready to expoſe himſelf to all kinds of Danger; by 

ich he-gain'd fuch a Name and Reputation, that the 
Modervtion of Auguſlus, the Valour of Trajan, and the 
Piery of Antoninus, are ſaid to have all center'd in Him. 
He firſt andertook a memorable Expedition againſt the 
Goths, who with other barbarous Nations, came down 


like an Inundation with above 32000-fighting Men. O- A, D. 
ver theſe he gain'd one of the greateſt Victorĩes that the 269. 
Rimansever knew; in which Battel were flain and taken Claud. 


coco Men, many darbarous Kings, and Perſons of the 
| higheſt 


IV. After the Death of Galliexas, Rlavias Clandins a D. 
by nnanimous Conſent was proclaim'd Emperor, who in 258. 
a ſhort time put an End to the Life and Uſurption of CI , 5. 
Aureoſus, teduc'd all his Dominions, and return'd trium- pius 
phantly to Rome, This Emperor's Lineage and Country the 34:5 
is uncertain; we only know that he was a Perſon of great Roman 


Valour and Bravery, of a ſtrong Body and vigorous Mind, er. 
Pollto. 
&c. 
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higheſt Rank, with 2000 Ships loaden with Ammunition; 
fo that many Houſes were fill'd with Habiliments of 
War, and whole Cities with Priſoners and Slaves. After 
which he recover'd, what theſe People had gain'd in Ma. 
cedonia, Theſſaly, and other Provinces; and turning into 
Germany, he entirely defeated an Army of 200000 of the 
Inhabitants of that Country. And now having re. eſta- 
bliſh'd the Roman Power, and freed the Empire from all 
Foreigners, he next determin'd to march againſt his two 
puiſſant Rivals, Tesricus in Gaul, and Zenobia in the Eaſt; 
but coming in the Spring near Sirmium in Pannonia, he 
was there ſeiz'd with a Peſtilential Fever, which in a few 
Days put an End to all his great Deſigns. The Ronan, 
honour'd him with a Statue of Gold of ten Foot high in 
the Capitol, an Honour never granted before; and alſo 
with another of Silver of r5c0 Pound Weight, plac'd up- 
on a Pillar compos'd of the Prows of Ships, He dy'd in 
the Month of April, under the Conſulſhips of Antiucbia- 
uus and Orpbigus, A. D. 270. being 56 Years of Age, and 
having reign'd two Years and about one Month. In this 
Reign flouriſh'd that noted Antichriſtian Philoſopher Por- 
phyrius; who was a Few by Deſcent, firſt turn'd to Chri- 
ftranity, and afterwards apoſtatiz d to Paganiſm, and then 
us'd his Wit and Learning againſt the Truth of the Chr:- 
ſtian Religion, and the Holy Scriptures, writing a Piece 

in fifteen Books upon that Subject. 
A. D. Upon the Death of Claudius, the Army unanimouſly 
270. choſe Aurelian for Emperor, who was then General of 
AURE- the Horſe, and a molt valiant Commander; but his Con- 
LIAN, firmation at Rome was a little retarded by reaſon of Clan- 
che 35th dius's Brother Quintillus, who held the Title of Emperor 
—— for 17 Days, and then reſign'd it, together with his Life. 
Pic Aurelian was now about 57 Years of Age, having been 
Vide. bred up in War, and paſs'd through many Offices; in 
which he perform'd many noble Exploits, and many ex- ſo 
traordinary Actions in his Perſon; and particularly, as J. of 
piſcus from Theoclius tells us, in the Wars of Sarmatia he WM Fi 
kill'd with his own Hand 48 Enemies in one Day, and 
at ſeveral times above 950 Men. His uncommon Va-. Pr 
lour and expeditious Proceedings, have caus'd ſome to an 
compare him with Julius Ceſar; but he much wanted his 
Mildneſs and Clemency, being naturally very ſevere and 
cruel; ſo that he is juſtly ſaid to have been more fit tobe WM © | 
General of an Army, than Governor of an Empire. His WM t 


Severity to his Soldiers was very remarkable; and parti- WW Co 
| cularl/ ere 
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cularly he caus'd one, for committing Adultery with his 
Hoſteſs, to be torn in ſunder with two Trees forcibly 
bent downwards; and he frequently caus'd Criminals to 
be ſcourg'd and executed in his Sight, either to preſerve a 
true Diſcipline, or to feed his Eyes with Obje&s of Cru- 
elty, He was haughty as well as ſevere, and was the firſt 
Roman Emperor that wore a Diadem on his Head, and 
that us'd Robes af Gold and precious Stones ; = he hap- 
pily ſuppreſt corrupt Magiſtrates, clear'd the Empire of 
Factions, and did many ſignal Acts of Juſtice. In ſhort, 
he is ſaid to have been an admirable Phyſician to the Pub- 
lick, but only that he took away too much Blood. 


The Chriſtians enjoy'd Peace moſt of this Reign; but E=, 


in the firſt Year of it the Church was again diſturb'd by 
Paul Biſhop of Antivch, whoſe Immoralities and falſe Do- 
arine now became ſo publick and notorious, that the 
principal Biſhops of the Eaſt thought it neceſſary to meet 
in a ſecond Synod at Antioch to proceed againſt him. This 
Synod or Council conſiſted of 72 Biſhops, in which - 
nenæus of Feruſalem was Preſident; for Firmilian of Ca 

padocia, who was expected, dy'd by the Way. Here again 
Paul us'd his utmoſt Artifices to conceal his Vices and 
Errors; but this ſubtle Man was fully detected and laid 
open by Malchion a learned Presbyter of Antioch, who 
with great Reputation taught Arts and Sciences in this 
City. The Diſpute he had with him was taken down in 
Writing by publick Notaries; and the Council, after they 
had wrote a Letter to Paul containing a Profeſſion of 
Faith, proceeded to condemn him, and to chuſe Domnrs, 
don to the former Biſhop Demetrian, a Perſon every way 
qualify'd for the high Poſt he obtain'd. Domnus continu'd 
in the See about five Years, and was the 16th Biſhop of 
Antioch after the Apoltles. The Biſhops of the Council 
ſoon after wrote a Synodical Letter to Dionyſias Biſhop 
of Rome, and to all = other Biſhops in the World, to 
give an Account of all their Proceedings. This was writ- 
ten not only in the Name of the Biſhops, but alſo of the 
Presbyters, Deacons, and the Laity ; in which they gave 
an Account of all the Vices of Paul, declaring © That 
* they condemn'd him principally for his reviving the Er- 
* ror of Artemas, teaching that Jeſus Chri/t was a meer 
Man, and that he did not exiſt before he was born of 
' the Virgin Mary. But notwithſtanding the unanimous 
Conſent of the Biſhops, Paul refus'd to obey their De- 


cree; and relying upon the Power of Zenobia, whoſe 
Favout 
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Favour by Flattery he had obtain'd, he kept Poſſeſſion 
of his Habitation during the reſt of her Reign, which 
was above two Years. Not long after this Synod, Dis- 
nyſizs Biſhop of Rome dy'd. Decemb. 26th, after he had 
held this See about eleven Years, and was ſucceeded by 
Felix Il. a Raman, and Son of Conſtantinus, who held this 
Dignity above four Years, aud was the twenty fifth B. 
ſhop of Rume after the Apoſtles St, Peter and St. Paz, 
About this time alfo the famous Anthony of Agypt, call'd 
The Great, at the Age of about 20 Years, retir'd to the 
Deſarts of Thebais, became the Patron of many who led 
ſolitary Lives, and was the firſt that preſcrib'd the Rules 


of a Monaſtick Lite. 


In the firſt Year of this Emperor's Reign, the Mar | 


manni and other fierce Nations of Germany came furioul- 
ly down into Ttaly in ſelf, making terrible Devaſtations in 
all Places; ſo that Rome was in ſtrange Conſternation, all 
Perſons in a Confuſion, openly taxing the Proceedings 
and Management of the Emperor himſelf, To remedy 
theſe Miſchiets, the Romans firſt flew to their old Arts 
of Pagaziſm, order'd the Sibyl Books to be inſpected with 
extraordinary Solemnity, and purg'd the City with innu- 
merable Sacrifices, Ceremonies and formal Proceſſions, 
together with many Magical Operations. Aurelian upon 
this Occaſion, writing to the Fathers, ſpoke flightingly of 
the Chriſtians, and to remedy the impending Miſchiefs, 
declar'd be would ſpare for no Cofts, but was ready to offer 
the nobleſt Animals for Sacrifices, even the Captives he hat 
talen; vainly imagining that the moſt National Acts of 
Impiety would remove publick Calamities, After this he 
haſtned to meet the Barbarians, and after great Difficul- 
ties, he gain'd three. Victories over them, and happily fi 
niſh'd the War, from whence he return'd to Rome, high: 
ly incens'd at ſuch as preſum'd to tax his Proceedings; 2 
mong whom ſome had form'd Conſpiracies againſt him, 
Having made leveral ſevere Examples of theſe, he reſol- 
ved next to undertake an Expedition againſt the great 25. 
nabia, accounting it a Diſhonour to the Roman Empire, 
that a Woman ſhould thus inſult over it. And paſling 
with a powerful Army through &lavonia and Thrace, at- 
ter ſome Conflicts, he enter'd the leſſer Afia, and ealily 


Aurel. ſuppreſs'd the Rebellions in Bithynia, Tyana, a City in 
— 


Cappadocia, was the firſt Place that made any Oppoſition, 
which ſo inrag'd this warm Emperor, that he vow'd H. 
Loud. ſo paniſh the Inhabitants, as be would net leave a Dy 


alu. 
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olive. But, as Vopiſcas aſſures us, he was diſſwaded from 

this Severity by an Apparition of the Ghoſt of the famous 
Apollonins Tyane#5,who told him, That if be hop'd to reign 

in Glory, and be a Conqueror, he muſt abſtain from the Blood 

of the poor innocent | yanzans. Which fo affected him, 

that he immediately pardon'd the Inhabitants; and when 

his Soldiers expected the Plunder, and reminded him of 

his vo wing not to leave a Dog alive, he commanded them 

to kill all the Dogs, and to ſpare the People; promiſing 
moreover to erect a Temple to Apollonias, and to ſet up 

his Image and Statues. From this Place he march'd to 
Antioch in Syria againſt Zenobia, who not like a weak 
Woman, but like a brave Hannibal, provided and per- 
form'd whatevever might contribute to Victory and Glory: 

And after ſeveral Skitmiſhes, both Parties came to a ge- 
neral Battel near Emeſa in Syria, which was exceeding 
ſharp, and ſo well manag'd by Zenobia, that Aurelian was 
ſeveral times driven to the greateſt Extremities ; but at 
length, after infinite Pains and Difficulties, the Emperor 
obtain'd the Victory, and Zenobia fled to Palmyra, Au- 
rehan follow'd her, and beſieg'd her in her chief City; 

but finding great Difficulties, he made a generous Offer 

to her of her Life, Riches and. Liberties ot her Subjects, 

if ſhe yielded. Zenobia returning him a haughty Anſwer, 

he more cloſely beſieg'd her City, and in a thort time by 

his admirable Management, in intercepting 'all her Suc- 
cours, he became Maſter both of Her and her Domini- 

ons. He put the Philoſopher Longinus to death, who was , D 
Lenobia's Maſter, and had indicted her affronting Letter, | -* 
but reſer vd this maſculine Queen to be an Ornament to 40 3, 
his intended Triumph. Zenobia being conguer'd, the Pte 
lates of the Eaſt addreſs'd themſelves to the Emperor, © 
petitioning him to remove Paul from Antioch, who had 
join'd with Zenobia, and (till kept Poſſeſſion of the Biſho- 
prick. Anureliam was ſo much a Friend to the Chriſtians, 

ij to comply with their Requelts, and order'd that Paus 
Palace ſhould be deliver'd up to whom the Biſhops in Fa- 

( and Nome ſhould aſſigu it by their Letters. So that Pax! 

ad the additional Diſgrace of being depriv'd by a Secular 
Power ; which perhaps is the firſt Inſtance of ſuch Depri- 
nation in the Chriſtias Church. 

This proy'd a Year of great Action and Buſineſs to the 7 
Emperor Aurelian, who for Vigilance and Expedition, * 
hew'd himſelf a ſecond Julius Ceſar. For having con- 
Quer'd Zenobia, and got into Europe, he ſuddenly * 

Wit 


640 Cent. III. Eccleſſaſtical Hiſtory. Book Il. 


with his Army as far as Palmyra, and ſeverely chaſtixc 
the revolted Inhabitants of that Place, And being once 
again in Europe, upon — No one Firmus's ſetting up 
in egypt, he with the like Celerity march'd a third time 
through Afia into eAigypr, where with great Labour he] 
recover'd that important Kingdom, and left it in Peace. 
From Egypt in the Eaſt, he paſs'd with the utmoſt E- 
pedition as far as Gaul in the Weſt, in order to reduce 
Tetricus, the only remaining Rival, and Uſurper in the 
Empire. All which he perform'd with a Succeſs beyond 
all ExpeQation, Terricus yielding himſelf up to his ſole 
Pleaſure. And now having perforin'd ſuch great and ny: 
merous Exploits, he reſolv'd to triumph in Rome for 
his ViRories obtain'd ſince he was Emperor. This ws 
one of the moſt magnificent Triumphs that ever wi 
ſolemniz'd in Rome, in which were led an infinite 
Number of Priſoners and Captives of almoſt all Nations, 
with their ſeveral Offerings, a vaſt Variety of all Kinds 
of wild and ſtrange Beaſts, and a ſurprizing Quantity o 
various Arms, military Ornaments, ſtately Chations, of 
Aurelian in a Chariot drawn with Stags, was on one (ide 
attended by Tezricas, and on the other by Queen Zenobis 
whoſe magnificent Robes, uncommon Beauty, noble 
Stature, and majeſtick Sweetneſs, ſeem'd to eclipſe the 
Luſtre of the Emperor himſelf, He was follow'd by all 
his victorious Legions, in the moſt ſplendid Attire, and 
with Palm and Laurel in their Hands; in which pompoy 
Manner he enter'd the Capitol to ſacrifice according to the 
Pagan Cuſtom; the next Day being ſolemniz'd with ali 
kinds of Sports, Games and Feaſts, with many extraotd ,, 
nary Spectacles. Contrary to his former Cruelties, he | 
ſtow'd Rewards upon his Enemies, making Terricus Ge 
vernor of a great Part of Italy, and giving Lands to 2: 
nobia ſufficient to maintain her high Quality, in which (he 
liv'd long after, being highly eſteem'd and applauded dy 
all Men, ſtil! preſerving her ancient Reputation and Di 
nity. After this Oſtentation and Grandeur, Aurelian pro 
ceeded to many Regulations; and particularly he punilt' 


the falſe Coiners, who by length of Time had gain'd ( — 
powerful an Intereſt, as to raiſe a kind of a Civil Wa nic 
ſo that it coſt the Emperor the Lives of ſeven thoulangF,; F 
Soldiers to reduce them, He likewiſe ſetled the Bounds 


of the Empire, and both repair'd and enlarg'd the Wal 
of Rome, ſo that according to Vopiſcus, they were thei 
almoſt fifty Miles in Compals. F 


The NiNTH GENERAL PERSECUTION. 


In the midſt. of this Peace and Proſperity, elevated with 
Pride and Security, Aurelian began to caſt an evil Eye up- 


Chap. VI. AURELIAN he 3 5h Rom. Emp. 641 


A. D. 


274. 


on the innocent Chriſtians; and being induc'd by the Ad- Aurel. 


vice of ſome Men, he drew up ſeveral Letters and E- 
dias, deſigning a ſevere Perſecution. But, as Euſebius ob- 


* 
5. 


ſerves, God was pleas'd to bind up his Arms, and while E.. 


he was peruſing and ready to ſign his Edicts, a Thunder- 
bolt from Heaven, or Lightning, fell ſo near his Perſon, 
that all People judg'd him to be ſlain. From Ladtantius 
we underſtand, that after this the Edicts were really iſ- 
ſu'd out; but by reaſon of the Emperor's Death ſoon at- 
ter, they never reach'd all the Provinces of the Empire. 
This is moſt commonly reckon'd the Ninth General Per- 
ſecution, which began about fourteen Years after the End 
of the Eighth under the Emperor Valerian; but it prov'd 
ſo ſmall and inconſiderable, that it ſcarce gave any Inter- 
ruption to the Peace of the Church; ſo that many have 
reckon'd that under the Emperor Adrian as one of the 
Ten Perſecutions, and left this out of the Number. Some 
of the Matyrologies ſpeak of ſeveral Martyrs under this 
Perſecution, in Gaul and other Places; but of them we 
have no great Certainty, We have no ſuch Aſſurance of 
any as of Pope Felix, who ſuffer'd in Rome, December 
the 22d, after he had held this Dignity five Years want- 
ting four Days. On the fifth of January following Exty- 
chianus was choſen into his Place, who was a Taſcan Son 
to. Maximus, held this Biſhoprick almoſt nine Years, and 
was the twenty fixth Biſhop of Rome after the Apoſtles 
St. Peter and St. Paul. As Heaven was pleaſed to cruſh 
this Perſecution in the Embrio, ſo it thought fit to puniſh 
the Perſecutor ſhortly after, while he was beginning a 
new Expedition againſt the Perſians, For having put ma- 
ny Perſons to Death upon ſlight Occaſions, his principal 
dectetary Mneſthexs began to doubt his own Security, ha- 
ving been threatned with Death for ſome Offence com- 
mitted, and knowing him to be nicely punctual in his Pu- 
niſhments, he conſpired againſt him, and forg'd a Roll of 
the Names of ſeveral Pertons, as tho' the Emperor had 
mark'd them out for Execution, adding his own, and ſome 
others that were then out of Favour, to make it appear 
More plauſible. Upon light of which, the deluded Per- 
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ſons, for their own Safety, agreed to aſſaſſinate the Em. 
peror, and reſolving upon the Manner, as he paſs'd with 
a ſmall Guard towards Byzantiam they ſet upon him, and 
ſlew him with little or no Reſiſtance, This was done in 
the Month of March, in his own Conſulſhip with Mar- 
cellinus, A. D. 275. he being 62 Years of Age, and having 
reign'd five Years wanting about one Month. 


A.D. V. The vigorous Reign of Aurelian had ſo tam'd all 
275. Sorts of Perſons, that after his Death no Pretenders dur 
Taci- appear; and the Army was ſo far from creating an Empe- 
ros ror as formerly, that they ſent to the Senate to beg of the 
the 35h Fathers to make the Election, and that they would readily 
— obey them. On the other ſide, the Senate deſir'd the Sol. 
Yopiſe, diers to elect a Perſon, which they alſo declin'd ; ſo that 
Euſeb. in paſſing and exchanging of Compliments, there was an 
Interregnum of above ſix Months, which was never known 

fince the Eſtabliſhment of the Empire. In which Space 

of Time the World was without an Emperor, and the 
Empire govern'd by the Senate; a Change almoſt incredi- 

ble, after ſo many late Diſtractions, and ambitious At- 
tempts on the State. At length, overcome with Petitions 

from the Armies, the Senate made choice of a worthy 
Peſon nam'd Tacitus, a Conſular Man of 75 Years of 

Age, but of unknown Lineage and Country, This Ele 

ction was attended with ſo much Joy and Satisfaction, 

that the Senators made publick Proceſſions, offer'd many 
Sacrifices, expos'd their Images, cloth'd themſelves in 
White, and feaſted as if they thought that the Days of their 

happy Fore-fathers were revived, About the Beginning 

of this Emperor's Reign Domnus Biſhop of Antioch dy'd, 

after he had contents about five Years in the See from 

the Deprivation of Paulus; and was ſucceeded by Times, 

who held this Dignity about fix Years, and was the ſeven- 

teenth Biſhop of Antioch after the Apoſtles. The Emperor 
Tacitus made it his Bufineſs to reform many Abuſes and 
Corruptions in the City, made ſeveral excellent Laws and 
Ordinances, and in all Things ſhew'd himſelf a moderate 

and good Man as well as a wiſe and careful Governor, 
Having reign'd about four or five Months, he undertook 

an Expedition againſt the Perfians and Scythians in Aſia; 

and arriving at Tarſus, St. Paul's Birth-Place in Cilicia, he 

there dy'd ; ſome ſay of a natural Diſeaſe, and others that 

he was kill'd by the Soldiers. This hapned about the 12ti 

Day of April, or a little after, A. D. 276. he having reign: 
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ed between fix and ſeven Months, it being a little above 
2 Year from the Death of Azrehaz. 
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| Upon the Death of Tacitus, the Commanders of the Army A D. 
immediately drew the Soldiers into the Field; and without 256. 
any former Requeſt, or Agreement, began to ſhew, how ne- P ,, O- 
ceſſary it was to chuſe a Perſon eminent for his Falour, Ho- BUS 
neſty, Pieiy, Clemency, and PR OB RN which Speech the 37th 
was us'd in many Parts of the Army, and Probity al ways Roman 
brought up the Rear of the Virtues, Whereupon the Sol- * aer 
diers took the Hint, and without any private Conferences, 7 
unanimouſly cry'd out, Let Probus be Emperor! and im- 
mediately proclaim'd him with great Acclamations. About 

the ſame time Florian, Brother to the late Emperor, was 
proclaim'd Emperor by ſome other Legions; but continu'd 

not long in that State before he perceiv'd the Intereſt of 
Probus too powerful for him; and perceiving his Soldiers 

ready to abandon him, after two or three Months Reign, he 
follow'd the Example of many diſtreſſed Pagans, and dy'd 

by opening his Veins. Probut was now about 44 Years of 

Age, born of a nobly Family in Pannonia, and train'd up to 

Wars from his Youth. He ſoon became famous and re- 
nown'd for his great Valour and Conduct, and perform'd 

many noble Exploits under Valerian, Gallienns, Claudius 

and Aurelian; for which he was rewarded with many C- 

web Crowns, Collars, Bracelets, Lances and Banners, with 

other military Ornaments and Privileges. He was ſo much 
eſteem'd by Aurelian, that he delign'd him for his Succeſ- 

ſor; and his courteous Demeanour and excellent Conduct 

in all his Offices made him generally admir'd and belov'd. 

$0 that his Arrival at the Empire prov'd the Joy and Sa- 
tixfaQion of the whole State; and Marlins Statianus con- 
gatulated the Senate in having an Emperor ſo ſublimely 
excellent, as to ſurpaſs Trajan, Adrian, the Autonines, and 

tne beſt of his Predeceſlors. 

The Chriſtians enjoy'd a profound Peace under all this E. 
Reign, and in the Beginning of it flouriſh'd Auarolius Bi- — 
ſhop of Laodicea in Syria, but born in Alexandria; a Man &c. 
of profound Learning, admirable skill'd in human Arts 
ind Sciences. He had formerly ſhew'd his great Addreſs 
ad Politicks in the Siege of Alexandria in e/Emilian's 
Time; which by his prudent Councils he ſaved from an 
ire Deſtruction that threatned it. Being made Biſhop 
of Laodicea, he wrote ſeveral Treatiſes, as ten Books of 
Arithmetick, a remarkable Piece concerning Eaſter, 5 
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the good Soul of Man, and the other Evil, from whence 


Cent. III. Eccleſſaſtical Hiſtory. Bock II. 


behind ſeveral Monuments of his Learning and Accuracy, 
particularly in relation to the Holy Scriptures, of which 
we have but little Remains, Tho' the Church enjoy'd 
Peace without, it was now extreamly diſtarb'd within by 
the Appearance and Riſe of new and abominable Hereticks 
calPd Manichees, whoſe Original from Manes in ſhort was 
in this manner. One Terebinthus, Diſciple to Scrthiann; 
a Magician, broaching many dangerous Errors, was ob- 
lig'd to fly from Paleſtine into Perſia, where retiring to a 
Widow's Houſe, he was murder'd. This Widow being 
Heireſs to the Mony and Books of Terebinthus, bought a 
Slave nam'd Curbicus, whom ſhe afterwards adopted, and 
caus'd him to learn theſe Books, and to be inſtructed in 
all the Sciences of the Per/ſrans. After her Death, thi; 
Man to blot ont the Memory of his former Condition, 
chang'd his Name to that of Janes; and being ſwell'd 
with a mighty Opinion of himſelf, he pretended himſelf 
an Apoſtle ot Chriſt, and that he was the very Comforter 
promis'd by our Saviour. He maintain'd that there were 
two Principles; the one of Good, from whence proceeded 
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proceeded the evil Soul of Man; together with the Body, 
and all Corporal Creatures. He allow'd his Diſciples to 
wallow in all [mpurities, and forbad their giving Almsto 
any but their own Sect. He gave out that the Souls of 
his Followers went through the Elements to the Moon, pte 
and afterwards to the Sun to be purify'd, from whence Nat 
they went to God, to whom they did rejoin: And the ain 
Souls of other Men, he ſaid, went to Hell, to be ſent iu- na. 
to other Bodies. He taught that Chriſt had his Reſidence ¶ an 
in the Sun, the Holy Ghoſt in the Air, Wiſdom in the and 
Moon, and the Father in the Abyſs of Light. He dend WM, 
the ReſurreQion, condemn'd Marriage, and taught Pyr Mia, 
goras's Metempſychoſis, That Chriſt had no real Body, T hat More, 
he was neither dead nor riſen, and that he was the ver) -. 
Serpent that tempted Eve. He forbad the Uſe of Mili, Mu. 
Cheeſe, Eggs and Wine, as Creatures proceeding from nd x 
the evil Principle. He us'd a different Form of B ptiſu Ming 
trom that of the Church, taught that Magiſtrates were not te, 
to be obey'd, and condemn'd the moſt lawful Wars. i'WFro; 
were almoſt impoſſible to rehearſe all the abſurd and impi0uW73-, 
Tenets of this Herefiarch ; inſomuch that Pope Leo, (a\4Mſults 
that the Devil reign'd in all other Herefies, but had ra Em 
his very Throne in that of the Manichees, who hed bey 
brac'd all the Errors and limpieties that the Spirit of Maß nes 
| : wy 
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was capable of; for whatſoever Profanation was in Paga- 
viſm, carnal Blindneſs in Judaiſu, unlawful Curioſity in 
Magick, or Sacrilege in other Hereſies, did all center 
in this. This Man promiſing the King of Perſia to cure 
his Son, the Father ſent away all the Phyſicians that might 
have cur*d him, and the Patient ſoon after dy'd ; wherenpon 
Manes was impriſon'd, from whence he eſcap'd; but being 
again apprehended, he was flead alive, and his Carcals 
thrown to the wild Beaſts. Notwithitanding the extravagant 
Notions, and cruel Death of this Hereftarch, his Follow- 
ers daily encreaſed, ſpread in many Nations, and became 


Es 2 


... ——ꝛ—y—̃ ͤ ! r ih 


_ — T7 - 


- e 
- — r — 
= 


Ley numerous and miſchievous in the fourth Century. 

IN The Manichees were divided into Hearers and the Ele: 

or the Elect twelve were call'd Maſters, in Imitation of 

W Wi the twelve Apoſtles ; beſides them, there was a Thirteenth, 
do was a kind of a Pope amongſt them. 

it White theſe Miſchiefs hapned in the Church, the Em- eig. 
Wl peror Probus was very careful in preſerving the Peaee of &. 
te the State; and with a powerful Army march'd into Gaul, 

ed row over-run by the Germans, who had poſſeſs'd them- 

© WF (:lves of the principal Parts of that Country. Here many 

Y, ſharp Battels were fought, one of which continu'd two 

o Days, being only interrupted by the Night; and was con- 

o inu'd with that Obftinacy, that the Victory often enclin'd 
lo either Side; "till Probus by his excellent Management 

'n, Bl prevailed, and gave them a total Overthrow. In tnis and 

ce I other Battels, he kill'd no leſs than 400cco Men, reduc'd 

ne nine Kings, recover'd 66 of their principal Cities. and 

f made many Devaſtations in their Country; tor which Ad- 

ce i vantages the Romans made great Fealtings and Reqoicings, 

he and many folemn Sacrifices and Thanktyivings to their 

7% Gods. Prebas, after thele Succeſſes, march'd with his A. ID. 
Aorious Army into Ihricum and Dalmatia, which in à 28. 
bat f ereat meaſure were over-cun by the Sarmatians; and this Probi 
et War was no leſs difficult than the laſt, by reaſon of the _2 
1s Multitudes and Fierceneſs of thoſe Nations. Atcer ſeve- 3: 
yy ral Battels, in which he ſhew'd himſelf a moſt experienced 


and valiant Commander, he entirely ſubdu'd them, cleared 
he Roman Provinces, and flew and took moſt of them. 
From thence he marched with great Expedition into 


* Thrace, and further North, to revenge all the former In- 
100 ſults of the Gothe; but the near Approach of this warlike 
kmperor immediately cauſed them to yield Obedience, and 
bey were allow'd the Privilege of Confederates and Al- 
„ les of the Roman Emperor. About this Time flouriſh'd 
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Archelaus Biſhop of Chaſchara in ee an eminent: 
Prelate, who underſtanding that the Heretick Mane, had 
wrote a Letter to pervert a Perſon of Quality, and appre- 
hending his Doctrine would be very infectious in his Bi. 
ceſs, oblig'd him to a Conference, in which he confound. 
ed him to that degree, that he forced him to quit the 
Country, 
or 3 3 Probus having given Peace to Europe, paſ. 
279. ſed over into Aſia to make War with the Perſiant and Par. 
Probi. zhians; and in his March ſuabdued Iſauria in the leſſer Aſa 


and divided the greateſt Part of it among his old Soldiers. 


„ Then N into Syria and the Eaſt, he defeated acer- 
Fal. tain People call'd Blemii, who had poſſeſs d themſelves of 
Part of Arabia and Paleſtine. Upon the Emperor's ap- 
proaching the Confines of Perſia, Fararanes the King, tho 
one of the moſt powerful Monarchs in the World, im- 
mediately ſubmitted to reſtore what he had taken from 
the Empice, and to ſuch other Articles as Probus required, 
And now having no Enemies in the Empire, this vicori- 
ous Emperor return'd into Europe, and entred Rome in a 
moſt ſolemn Triumph, which ſome by Miſtake ſay was 
the laſt in that Kind known in Rome. All Mens Mouths 
were fill'd with the Praiſes of this Conqueror, and his 
Triumph was moſt noble and magnificent, being attended 
with Soldiers of all Nations, as well as Captives, and 
many renown'd Commanders, particularly Diocletian, Ca- 
rus, Conſtantius and Maximian, who being formed by the 
Diſcipline and Inſtructions of Probxs, became afterwards 
Emperors themſelves. The following Day was ſolemnir'd 
with Feaſts, Games, and Spectacles; in which was greater 
Variety of Huntings, and Encountring wild Beaſts, than 
was ever known in Rome. For which purpoſe a Moun- 
tain and a large Grove of Trees were ſet in the Circus 
Maximus; which Place being now like a Foreſt, a thou- 
ſand Oſtriches were hunted in it, athouſand Stags, athou- 
ſand Mountain Goats, a thouſand wild Boars, a thouſand 
Fallow Deer, and other Kinds of Beaſts ; which the Peo- 
ple were permitted to kill and take at their Pleaſure. The 
next Day in the ſame Place were let looſe an hundred 
yalt Lions, which fill'd the Air with their Roarings, all 
hundred Lioneſſes, an hundred Lybian, and an hundred 
Syrian Leopards, with 300 Bears. All which was ſucceed: 
ed by great Numbers of Gladiators, and other warlike PA 
gan Exerciſes, to which the Romans were (till extream!) 
addicted. Not long after this Triumph, Probas 2 the 
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Empire were diſturbed by Domeſtick Pretenders and Uſur- A. D, 
pers; and firſt by Saturninus in AÆgypt, who was almoſt 280. 
forc'd to take upon him the Title of Emperor ; and next Probi 


by Bonoſus and Proculus in Gaul, the one an inſatiable 
Vaſſal to Bacchns, as the other was to Venns. Probus 
march'd into AÆgypt, and with ſome Difficulty ſubdu'd Sa- 
turninus, putting an end both to his Empire and Life at 
the ſame time, , Then returning with extraordinary Expe- 
dition into Gaul, he reduc'd Bonoſus and Proculus to that 
Extremity, that the former in Deſpair hang'd himſelf, and 
the latter flying into the Country, was deliver'd up by the 
Germans, which compleated the Emperor's Victories. He 
return'd to Rome with great Applauſes and Congratulati- 
ons; and now the Soldiers and all the Legions remained 
ſo quiet, and in ſuch exact Obedience, that it grew to a 
common Saying,. T hat the Mice dare not gnaw for fear of 
Probus. In the Time of this Peace, and in the followin 

Year, Timens Biſhop of Antioch dy'd, after he had hel 
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that Dignity about tix Years; and was ſucceeded by Cy- 251. 
rillus, who continu'd in this See about eighteen Years, and Probi 


was the eighteenth Biſhop ef Axt1och after the Apoſtles. 
In whoſe Time flouriſh'd Dorotheus, a worthy Presbyter 
of Antioch, a Perſon excellently skill'd in human Learn- 
ing, as well as the Holy Scriptures and the Hebrew Tongue 
who liv'd in great Reputation till he was an hundred an 
five Years of Age. 


6. 


The Emperor Probus having again eſtabliſh'd Peace in . 


the Empire, proceeded to the making of ſeveral new Laws 
and Regulations; and all Men liv'd in ſuch Quiet and 
Security, that Probus declar'd, That he would ſpeedily take 
ſuch a Courſe, as that there ſhould be no need of Soldiers ; 
a dangerous Sentence in this corrupt Age, which cauſed 
the Soldiers to ſuſpe& their Prince, and wiſh for his Re- 
moval. Beſides, in theſe peaceable Times the Emperor 
would not permit them to be idle and free from Labours, 
but daily imploy'd them in planting Vineyards, and in 
many publick Works and Buildings, declaring, That Sol- 
drers ought mot to eat their Conntry's Bread for nothing. 
Having taken all neceſſary Care Fong a puns e 
Government, according to the Greatneſs of his Mind, he 
reſolved to march again into the Eaſt, deſigning to deſtroy 
the Kingdom of the Perfians, the only remaining Enemy 


de had, Coming to Sirmium in Pannonia, the Place of 


"1s Nativity, out of Love to the City, he ſet ſeveral Thou- 
lands of his Soldiers upon — a Fen, and making . 
s val? 
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vaſt Foſs to receive the Waters, that the Lands might be- 
come uſeful to the Inhabitants. Ihe Fatigue of this Work, 
and his great Reſtraint of the Soldiers Licentiouſneſs, ſo 
enrag'd them, that they conſpir'd his Death; and taking a 
convenient Opportunity as he march'd towards Greece, 
they ſet violently upon him, and flew him. They had not- 
withſtanding ſo great a Veneration for him after his Death, 
that they erected him a noble Monument, with this Epi. 
taph, Here lies the Emperor Probus for his Goodneſs juſtly 
called PROBUS ; H all the barbarous Nations and Uſur- 
pers a Conqueror, His Death hapned in Auguſt or Novem- 
ber, A. D. 282. under his own Conſulſhip with Victorinus, 
he being 50 Years of Age, and having reign'd ſix Years 
and three or tour Months, 


A. D: VI. The Death of Probus was much lamented in 
282, Rome and the Empire, and nota little in that Army where 
Caxus, he fell, which did him many and great Honours at his 
c. Funeral, After which the Soldiers proceeded to the Ele- 
_ 38h tion of a new Emperor, and upon a ſerious Conſultati- 
— on, the Majority judg'd Carus, whom Probus had made 
_ Prætorian Præfect, to be the moſt ſufficient Perſon, as 
* well for his worthy Diſcharge of many Offices and Places 
of Truſt, as his great Experience in Government ; and 
thereupon they ſwore Obedience to him as Emperor, to 
the general Satisfaction of the Army; which Election was 
ſoon after confirmed by the Senate, We find no great 
Certainty as to the Age and Family of Caras, nor do we 
read much of his Perſon; only Yopiſcns tells us, That he 
was a Prince of a middle Character; yet rather to be rank 
among the good, than the bad Emperors. And he began 
his Reign with making a juſt Example of the Murdetets 
of Probas; which — that Suſpicion that ſome con- 
ceiv'd of his being conſenting to his Death. Shortly after 
his Election he join'd his two Sons Carinus and Numeri 
an with him in Quality of Cæſars, but not of Auguſti dil 
afterwards, Carinus the eldeſt, was wicked, diſſolute, in- 
ſolent, and addicted to all kinds of Viciouſneſs; on the 
contrary, Numerian was valiant, wiſe, modeſt and learn d, 
and adorn'd with many excellent Qualifications and Vir- 

tues. 
g. In the Beginning of this ſhort Reign, which was all 
Aitan, Peaceable to the Chriſtians, Maximus, Biſhop of Alexan- 
dria, dy'd, after he had held that Dignity about eighteen 


Years, and was ſucceeded by Theonas, who conting'd © 
this 


e „ % won mn o e an on 


— 
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this See about nineteen Years, and was the fifteenth Bi- 
ſhop of Alexandria after the Evangeliſt St. Mark, Under 
this Biſhop there flouriſh'd two eminent Men in Alexan- 
dria, I heugnoſtas and Pierius, both Diſciples of Origen, and 


both ſucceffively Maſters of the great Catechetical School 


in that City. Theegnoſtus wrote leveral I reatiſes, ſeverely 
examin'd by Photius, but highly commended by Athanaſius, 
both for their Reaſon and their Eloquence; who cites this 
Author as a Proof of the Divinity of our Saviour, and as 
2 Witneſs of Conſubſtantiality, comparing the Son tothe 
Father, as Light tothe San, and as Vapour to Water, as 
being coeval, and of the ſame Subſtance. Pierius, the o- 
ther, was a Man of an auſtere Life, and of a voluntary 
Poverty, who alſo compos'd ſeveral forts of Treatiſes, 
extant in St. Ferom's Time, with ſo much Eloquence, 
that he was call'd the young Origen; whole Opinions he 
ſeem'd to have embrac'd not without Blame. 
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Carus had not been long ſetled in his Empire, before he A. D. 
was oblig'd to march againſt the Sarmatiant, who under- 283. 
ſanding the Death of the invincible Probas, came down Cari 


with ſuch Fury into Pannonia, that they tercity'd all Italy 
and the Empire. Carus after ſome Skirmiſhes, came to 


I 


— 
2 


Battel with them, in which he had the Victory, flew 16000, vop;fe. 
took 20000 Priſoners, and put the re(t to flight. After this &c. 


Victory, to effect what Probus had deſign'd, heturn'd all 
his Forces againſt the Perſtazs, firſt mak inꝝ his Sons Au- 
guſti in the Month of Azgaft, giving them the Partnerſhip 
of the Empire, leaving Carinus the Government of Gaul 
of nw and taking Namerian with him tothe Eat. In 
this Expedition Carus proceeded with ſuch Vigour and Suc- 
cels,that he immediately took all Miſapot amia, from whence 
he march'd up to the Walls of Cteſiphon, overthrew the 
Perfians in Battel, and purſuing his Victory, took both 
te/iphon and Selexcia; tor which he obtain'd the Surname 

Perſicut. His Pride carry'd him much farther, ſo as to 
pllow of the Title of Lord and God; but he liv'd not long 
utter this Impiety; for being laid ſick in his Tent, there 
apned a terrible Storm of Thunder aud Lightning, which 
ew both him and many others about him. This was the 
dnly Emperor that met with ſuch a Death, which was fo 
emarkable, that the Romans alcrib'd it to the Divine Ven- 
ance, for endeavouring to carry his Victories beyond 
leſiphon; becauſe an ancient Oracle had forbad to the 
man to extend their Empire beyond the Capital City of the 
Fer fans, His Death hapned in the latter End of the Month 
| December, 
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Vopiſe. 


7 


December, in his own Conſulſhip with that of his Son Cz. 
rinus, having reign'd one Year, and ſomewhat above 4 
Month from the Death of Probus, In the ſame Month 
dy'd Extychiauw Biſhop of Rome, ſome ſay by Martyrdom, 
after he had held that Dignicy almoſt nine Years; and was ] 
ſucceeded by Cains a Dalmatian, and a Kinſman ofthe great 
Diocletian, who continu'd in this See about twelve Years, 
and was the 27th Biſhop of Rome after the Apoſtles St, P- 
ter and St. Pau]. 

Upon the Death of Carus, the Empire devolv'd upon 
his two Sons Carinus and Numerian. The former by hi 
abominable Actions rendered himſelf odious to all Men; 
only his extravagant Feaſts in Rome were pleaſing to ſome; 
but the latter was look'd upon as Emperor by the Army 
in the Eaſt. This young Prince by his Sorrow and Tears 
for the Loſs of his Father, had in a few Months brought 
ſuch a Diſtemper upon his Eyes, that he could not be- 
hold the Light, ſo that he was uſually carried in a cloſ: 
Litter, where he could not be ſeen. This ſecret Way of 
travelling prov'd a Temptation, and afforded an Oppor: 
tunity to his Father-in-Law Aper, to aſſaſſinate him pri- 
vately in his Litter, which he effected by ſome mercenary 
Villain; and to conceal the Fact 'till he had ſettled his 
own Intereſt in the Army, he order'd the Litter to be 
carry'd as formerly, with the dead Body in it, making Re- 

ort that the Emperor could not endure the Sight of an 
Man. But the Smell of the Body diſcover'd the T real 
ſooner than Aper expected; and the Soldiers proceedin 
to a new Election, fixed upon Diacletian, one of the great 
eſt Commanders of the Age. Diocletian ſeeing himſe 
thus advanced, cloathed himſelf with the Imperial Ro 
and ſat upon the Tribunal Seat, where being ſaluted Ane 
guſtus, he commanded the Murderers of Namerian to 
brought before him, and to be condemn'd to Death. Uf 
on the Sight of Aper, whoſe Name ſignify'd a wild Bo. 
Diocletian deſcended from his Throne, and lifting up ii 
Hand, cry'd out to him, Be proud, Aper, that you fall 
fo great a Hand as mine, Upon which Words he |! 
him with his own Hand and Sword, crying, Now I l 
killed the fatal Boar, and fulfilled the Predictions of my j 
ture Empire. And thus began the Reign of Diocletu 


and that call'd the Diocletian Ara, upon the 17th Day Bar 
Septeaber, A. D. 284. in the Year of the Conſulſhips h 
the two Emperors Cariuus and Numerian. 


* 
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CHAP. VII. 


From the Beginning of the Diocletian Ara, 
to the Beginning of the Tenth and laſt gene- 
rel Perſecution of the Church, uſually 
called the Diocletian Perſecution. 


Containing the Space of almoſt 19 Tears. 
The DIOCLETIAN KRA. 


look'd upon as real Emperor of Rome, notwith- 284. 

ſtanding Carinus was (till alive, and in Poſſefſion Di o- 
of a conſiderable Part of the Empire. This Prince was c x - 
born in Dalmatia, of obſcure Parentage, being generally x ; a x 
reported to be the Son of a publick Notary ; but by ſome, the 34th 
the Son of a freed Man to Arnullianas a Senator. The Neman 
Name both of his Mother and the Town of his Birth, e 
was Dioclea, from whence he was called Dioclet, till he — 
was made Emperor; and then converting a Greet Name &c. 
into a Roman Form, he nam'd himſelf Drocletianus, He 
was now about thirty nine or forty Years of Age, and had 
paſſed through many conſiderable Offices, before he arri- 
ved at this high Poſt, which in general he diſcharged with 
great Honour and Reputation. He was remarkable for 
his active Diligence and military Diſcipline, his Sagacity 
and Ingenuity, his profound Cunning and Policy, and like- 
wiſe his contumacious Haughtineſs and Severity. Lactan- 
tus charges him both with Cowardice and Avarice, as 
well as Pride and Oſtentation, which cauſed many cruel 
and tyrannical Practices, and great Miſchiefs in the State. 
Having taken upon him the Surname of Fovinr, he gave 
the Title of Ceſar to a bold Commander named Max:ims- 
us, upon the z0th Day of November, which Day Dia- 
letian afterwards obſerv'd in the Celebration of his De- 
cennalia. At the ſame time he aboliſh'd the Ara of the 
Battel at Ackium, which the Romans had obſerv'd 315 
Years, and eſtabliſh'd a new Ara, or Date of his own, 
call'd the Diocletian e/Era, from whence the Account of 
lollowing Times ſhould begin. The Chriſtians = * 

ery” 


[ F ROM the Death of Numerian, Diocletian was A, D. 
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ſerv'd it for above 240 Years, *till the Reign of the Em- 
peror Juſtinian, it being upon their Account likewiſe 
calld The effra of the Martyrs, by reaſon of this Empe- 
ror's great Severity towards them. Not that Dioclerian, 
or any of his Colleagues, ſhew'd any Severity tothemin 


the former Part of this Reign, as many have thought; for 


on the contrary, during far the greateſt Fart of the Reign, 
the Chri/tians were not only unmoleſted, but, as Evſeh:. 
us aſlures us, were entruſted by the Emperors with the 
Governmentsof Provinces, were freed from the Fears of 
Sacrificing, were converſant in the Imperial Palaces, were 
made Part of the Family, and were allow'd freely and 
openly to make Profeſſion of their Faith. The Emperors 
alſo hew'd an high Eſteem for them, and they ſeem'd 
more acceptable to them than the reſt of their Attendants; 
articularly Dorotheas and Gorgonius, Perſons whole real 
orth and excellent Behaviour, render'd them dear to all 
Men. ThePrelates and Biſhops were greatly in Favour, 
and the Chriſi an Congregations daily encreas'd to an ci 
traordinary Degree; 1o that the Church had then all the 
outward Marks of Peace and Proſperity. 


A. D. Carinus, the ſurviving Son of Caras, (till kept Poſſeſſion 
285. of his Government in Gaul, and the Weſt, giving himſelf 
Diocl. up to the moſt abominable Kind of Luxury and Debau- 


. 
3. 
Pollio. 


chery, and removing all good and virtuous Men from his 
Preſence and Converſation. But at length the Election of 
Diocletian a little rouz'd him from his Vices and Extrava- 


Eutrip. gancies; and being naturally bold and raſh, he ſoon marched! 


his Army againſt him, hoping to ruin him in one Bartte|, 
Upon Notice of which, Diocletian with great Expedition 
paſt with his Forces from the Eaſt towards Gazl; an! 
both Armies meeting in Mefia, there began a bloody War 
between theſe two Rivals for the Univerle. But this laſted 
not long, for in a few. Days Carinus was firſt wortted by 
Diocletian, and then overthrown in a general Battel; and 
ſoon after was ſlain by a Tribune or Colonel of his own 
Army, whoſe Wife he had formerly abuſed. By this Vi- 
Qtory Diocletian remained ſole Lord of the Roman Empire, 
But he had not been ſo long, before he receiv'd Intelli 
gence that an infinite Number of Labourers and Peaſants 
in Gaul, call'd Bagaudæ, had made a dangerous Inſurredi- 
on in that Country, being headed by two Commander, 
named Amandus and eAlianus, Diacletian accounting this 
War inglorious to himſelf, ſent Maximian, whom he had 


made Ceſar, againſt theſe Rebels; who marching into Ga 
: | | alter 
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ifter ſome great Hazards and Difficulties, dew great Num- 
bers, and diſpers'd the reſt; ſo that in all Places there was 
Peace and Tranquility. This Expedition ſeems the moſt 
probable time wherein to place that celebrated Story of 
the Thebean Legion, which is ſaid to have conliſted of 
6666 Chriſtian Soldiers, under a brave Commander nam'd 
Mauritius, and which for refuſing to ſacrifice, was fir(t 
decimated by Maxinman, and afterwards put all to the 
Sword. Some place this Story eleven or twelve, and others 
twenty Years after; and ſome ſay it was done at Agaunum, 


wo elit 


A 
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Empire for many Years in Love and Unity, and obtain'd 
great Succeſſes over their Enemies. Maximian was to 


. and others at Octodorus. The Story at large is attended with 1 
bo many great Difficulties as to Hiſtory, Chronology and : 
„ Wl Geography, and ſupported with ſuch weak Authorities, : 
4 Wh that ſeveral learned Men have not only doubted of the bi 
„ Particulars, but have pronounc'd the whole a Fable. But 144 
N = ſhall leave that to the Determination of more nice 178 
nquirers, by - 
l In the ſecond Year of Diocletian's Reign, a principal A. D. 1's 
„Commander in Britain, nam'd Carauſus, revolted, pro- 286. — 
e claim'd himſelf Emperor, poſſeſs'd himſelf of that Iſland, Diocl. 4 
and continu'd his Authority for ſeven Years ſucceflively, = i 
in W [his and other Troubles ariſing, Diocletian, to eaſe him- 3: | 1 
If ſelf of the whole Burthen, took Muæximian for his Equal Ewtrep. | it 
1. ad Companion in the Empire, gave him the Title of L. 7 
ic WI Auguſtus, and the Tribunitian Power; all which was done 1 | 
ear Nicomedia in Bithynia, in the Calends of April. This va 
„ aximian was a Perſon addicted to all kinds of Viciouſ- 14. 
| W's and Rapines; and as Lactautius obſerves, had more * 
. Wh Courage, as well as more Avarice, than Diacletian; yet oy 
ls Courage conſiſted rather in a daring to commit enor- 4 
nous Crimes, than in a true Noblenets of Spirit. Theſe il 
wo were notwithitanding wonderfully cemented in their . 
e Friendſhips, Inclinations and Deſigus; and Maximian not } if 
yy only behav'd himſelf as a faithful Companion, bat alſo as i 
nau obedient Son to Diocletian; ſo that they govern'd the gh 


preſerve the Weltern Parts of the Empire, and had his 
principal Reſidence at Rome; where he became a Tyrant 
to the Senators, and the richeſt of the Nobility, Drocle- 
nan retain'd the Eaſtern and Northern Farts to himſelf, 
and moſt uſually reſided in Nicomedia, where he took up- 
on him to erect extravagant Fabricks, oppreſt many Pro- 
linces with his vaſt Expences, and endeavour'd to make 
Nicomedia equal to Rome it telf, At this City he win- 
&r'd this Year; and ia the following Spring he march'd 

| againſt 
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againſt Narſes King of Perfia, diſpetſed his Forces, and 
obtip'd that Monarch to come to an honourable Peace 
with the Romans, In the ſame Year his Companion 
Maximian facceſsfully warr'd againſt the Germans, and 
other Northern Nations, which came down with great 
Fury upon the Empire, 

ho' the Emperors were Favourers of the Chriſtian, 
yet the Manichees gave them fo juſt a Prejudice, that 2. 
bout this time they iſſued out an Edict againſt them, di. 
rected to Jalian Proconſul of Africk; in which it was or- 
dain'd, That the — — of a new Doctrine brought 
from Perfia, who had committed many enormous Impie- 
ties, ſhonld be burnt alive, together with their Writings; 
and that their Followers ſhould be beheaded, and their Eſtates 
confiſcated ; but that Per ſons in high Places ſhould only 
loſe their Eſtates, and be condemn'd to the Mines, The 
Reaſon of this Reſcript was drawn up in ſuch Terms, a 
that it might eaſily have reach'd the Chriſtians in general; 
but we do not find that they were Sufferers by it; and 
the ſame Laws againſt theſe Hereticks were afterwards 


. revived by Chriſtian Emperors. About the fame time 


there aroſe an egyptian Hereſiarch, named Hieraæ, (aid 
to be an Aſtrologer and a Magician, who denied the Re- 
ſurrection of the Body, and taught that all married Peo- 
ple, and all Children dying before Years of Diſcretion, 
were excluded the Kingdom of Heaven, and that Paradiſe 
was no ſenſible Thing or Place, but only the Joy and 53. 
tisfaction of the Soul. He alſo taught that MeIchiſedecb 
was the Holy Ghoſt, and diſtinguiſh'd the Subſtance ot 
the Son from that.of the Father, comparing it to a Lamp 
with two Cottons, as if there had been a middle Nature 
from which both ſhould. borrow their Light. His Fol- 
lowers were call'd Hieracitæ, or Abſtinents, becauſe they 
abſtain'd from the Uſe of Wine, and ſome particular 
Meats. This Hrerax compoſed a Treatiſe of the (x Days 
Creation, all fild with Fables; nevertheleſs his affected 
Piety and Aulterities enduc'd many to embrace his No- 

tions. N 
This Year being the twentieth from the tenth Century 
of the Building of Rome, Maximian celebrated ſome ſo- 
lemn Games in that City; at which time Mamertine the 
Orator made a remarkable Panegyrick upon him and hi 
great Actions. In the — tas 289, Diacletian cele- 
brated his Ou1nquennalia, or firit five Years of his Goverl- 
ment at Nicomedia., And now Caraxſus flouriſh'd -_ 
| Al 
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nud more in Britain, ſo that we find him in the next Year A. D 
rcigning in Peace, and obtaining the Title of Auguſtus, 290, 
not withſtanding all the Endeavours of Maximian to the Diocl. 
4; Wh contrary. Maximiun's Part of the Empire was not only +5_ 
abridg'd by Carauſus, but alſo Diocletian's by Achillens, a 7. 
valiant Commander in Agyps, who ſeiz'd on that ancient 
Kingdom, proclaim'd himſelf Emperor, and continu'd as 
ſuch about fix Years. In Africk all the Legions were 
drawn together in a mutinous Manner, and joining with 
many Robbers and Inhabitants of thoſe Parts, ſeiz'd upon 
all the publick Rents and Tributes; and theſe from their 
Continuance were called Quingentiani, or Quinquagenarii. 
Narſes King of Perfia taking Advantage from theſe trou- 
bleſome and unſetled Times, began — War up- 
on the Empire, and invaded Meſopotamia, In theſe times 
there flouriſh'd two noted Chriftian Writers, YVidorinns 
and Met bodius, both Biſhops, and afterward Martyrs. The 
former was Biſhop of Paſſaw in Pannonia, who, as St. Je- 
um informs us, wrote a I reatiſe againſt all Hereſiet, and 
many Commentaries upon ſeveral Parts of the Holy Scrip- 
tures, The latter was Biſhop of Olympus or Patara in 
Lycia, and afterwards of Tyre in Paleſtine, who wrote a 
lge Work againſt Porphyry the Philoſopher, an excellent 
Treatiſe about the Reſurrection againſt Origen, another a- 
bout the Pythoniſſa againſt the 7 Man, a Book enti- 
tu'd The Banquet of Virgins, one about Free Mill, Com- 
mentaries upon the Scriptures, and other Pieces extant 
n St. Jerum's time; of which we have ſtill ſome ſmall 
emains, 


II. The Emperors Diocletian and Maximian, now A. D. 
fading the Empire in a declining Condition by means of 291. 
0 many Rebellions and Uſurpations at home as well as Dioc!. 
Enemies abroad, reſolved to ſtrengthen their lutereſt and — 
uthority by the Aſſiſtance of others. Therefore meeting 
the City of Milan, after a folemn Conſultation, they E. 
greed, That each of them thould nominate a Perſon to “ 

e Ceſar, and their Succeſlor, and ſuch a Perſon as ſhould 

de able to defend the Empire, both againſt toreiga [nva- 

lers, and domeſtick Pretenders. This was finally deter- 

hin'd at Nicomedia, in the following Year and Calends A. D. 
March; where Diocletiaw made choice of a fierce and 242. 
duragious Soldier nam'd Galerias Maximian, and ſur- Diocl. 
u- m'd Armentarizs, as being born of a Cowherd in P- 

ore ; who, tho' he had ſhew'd great Marks of Valour. 


and Was 
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was of a churliſh and barbarous Diſpoſition, agreeable to 
his Parentage. Maximian choſe Conſtantias, ſurnam'd 
Chlorus, a Perſon of noble Birth, virtuous and brave, Son 
of Claudia, Neice to the renowned Emperor Claudius ||. 
who had gain'd ſuch great Advantages over the Gyths; 
and he, tho' he was nominated by the junior Emperor, 
was made ſenior Ceſar; as Mon. Pag: juſtly obſerves 
from Euſebius, L. 8. C. 5. Theſe had alſo the Tribunii- 
an Power granted them; and the better to be aſſured of 
their Fidelitv, the two Emperors caus'd them to put a. 
way their Wives, and to marry others. Upon which G. 
lerias married Valeria the Daughter of Diocletian, and 
Conſtantius divorced Helena, by whom he had the famous 
Conſtantine, and married Theodora, Daughter-in-law to 
Maximian. After this Settlement, the Wars and the Pro- 
vinces were divided among theſe four, the two Emperors 
and the two Caeſars. All Illyricum, Aſia, and the Laſt, 
were allotted to Diocletian and Galerius; the former be- 
ing to reduce Achilleus in MAMagypt, and the latter to march 
againſt Narſes King of Perſia, and allo againſt the Sarma t 
tians, Maximian had Italy and Africk, and was to ſup- WW of 
preſs the Quingentiani, and Conſtantius had Gaul and Bri- Wi his 
tain, which he was to defend again(t the Northern Nati- an 
ons, as well as Carauſius. Theſe Commanders did ſo Wing 
increaſe the Number of the Troops, that, as Lac#an'in: Wh tu 
aſſures us, every one of the four had a greater Army, a Þ 
than the former Emperors had who alone governed the the 
whole Empire. By which Means they turned the bet les 
Provinces into Deſarts, became unmeaſurably burthenſome Wot ( 
to the Empire, and no leſs inſupportable than the dome -U. 
{tick Rebellions, and the foreign luvaſions. Que 

Maximian was very ſucceſsful againſt the Qaiungentiai Sr. 
in Africh, and in a ſhort time broke their united Power, the 
and conſtrained them to ſue for Peace, Atter which he tion 
marched into divers Parts of Africk, deltroying the Uu 
pers and Robbers in thoſe Countries ; for which he Was 
ſurnam'd Herculius, becauſe Hercules was principally em. 
ployed in thoſe Kind of Exploits. But Diocletian proceed: 
ed further, and call'd himſelf Fovins from Jupiter; and 
relted not here; but having this Year ſolemuiz'd his He 
cennalia at Nicomedia, like Caligula and Domittan, he imp. 
ouſly aſſumed the Title of LORD, challeng'd Divine 
Honours, and ſuffer'd his Subje&s to adore him as a Gv%. 
And whereas it was cuſtomary among former Emperor! 


to allow Petitioners to kiſs their Hands, and — 
theilt 
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weir Cheeks ; Diocletian on the contrary, by a publick E- 

dict commanded, That all Men without Diſtinction, ſhould 
| Wl proſtrate Themſelves upon the Ground and kiſs his Foot; 
and for the greater Magnificence, he cauſed his Shoes to be 
ſet with Pearl and precious Stones of the greateſt Value. In 
this Year Carauſius, after ſeven Years Reign, was ſlain in 
Britain by his Companion Alectus, who notwithſtanding 
me Power of Conſtantius, held that Ifland three Years lon- 
er, before he could be reduced. Not long after Carau- 
„s Death, in the following Year Maximian alſo ſolem- A. D. 
„ned his Decennalia at Rome, where he was a great Op- 294. 
| peſſor of the Nobility, At the ſame time Calerius was Diocl. 
employed againſt the Sarmatians and other Northern Na- te 
o Wl tions, barbarous as his own Lineage, over whom he ob-. 1. 
» WH tain'd many Advantages this Year. 
'$ About this time, and the following Year, there flou- A. D. 
iſhed four Eccleſiaſticks of conſiderable Note, Phileas, 295. 
Heſychins, Pamphilus, and Lucian; the two former Bi- Diocl, 
ſhops, the two latter Presbyters, and all afterwards Mar- 
ts. Phileas was Biſhop of Thamrs in Agypt, deſcended 12. 
of a rich and powerful Family, and celebrated both for EA. 
tis Eloquence and Philoſophy. Heſychins was Biſhop of © 
another City in egypt, and was chiefly remarkable for be- 
ing the CorreQor and Publiſher of that Edition of the Sep- 
tuagint, called the Alexandrian Septuagint, Pamphilus was 
a Presbyter of Cæſarea in Paleſtine, an intimate Friend to 
the famous Euſebius, who took extraordinary Pains to col- 
et the Books of ancient Writers, and particularly thoſe 
of Origen, for whom he had a morethan ordinary Eſteem. 
Lucian was a Presbyter of Antioch, a Man of great Elo- 
quence, who apply'd himſelf to the Study of the Holy 
deriptures, and publiſh'd a new Edition of the Verſion of 
the Sepruagint, which was afterwards called Lucian's Edi- 
tion, He is thought by ſome to have been the firſt 
Author of the Arian Opinion, fince moſt of che Heads 
of that Party were his Diſciples. In the following A.D. 


11 


Lear, and 224 Day of April, died Caius Biſhop of 296. 
ed. eme, ſome ſay by Martyrdom, after he had held that Diocl. 
and WDignity twelve Years and four Months; and was ſuc- 12 
D eded by Marcellinus a Roman, Son of Projectut, who 13+ 
np ler a Vacancy of two Months and eight Days, entred 
vigeßepon the See, and continued about eight Years, being the 

100. — Biſhop of Rome after the Apoſtles St. Peter and St. 

01 ant, 

mes 
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E«troep. And now the Emperors and the Cæſars became more 
. and more ſucceſsful againſt their Oppoſers and Enemies. 
lun Conſtantins's Part of the Empire, Aletas in Britain 
was overthrown and flain, and that Ifland wholly reduc'd 

to the Koman Power, after ten Years Revolt. At the 
ſame time Dzocletian overthrew Achilleus in Ægypt, pur- 
ſu'd him into Alexandria, beſieged him eight Months, 
and at length took him, and condemned him to be de- 
voured by Lions, and other wild Beaſts. Thus Ag. 
was reduc'd after fix Years Revolt, where Diocletian, ac- 
cording to his fevere Temper, inflicted the moſt cruel Pu- 
niſhments, putting many thoufands of all Sortsto Death; 

not only the Ringleaders and the Abetters, but all ſuch as 
barely approv'd of the Rebellion. But Galerius was not ſo 
ſucceſsful againſt the Perſtans this Year, who raſhly ven- 
turing with too ſmall an Army, was overthrown, and 

loſt the greateſt Part of his Men. Diocletian was then 
coming from Apt into Meſopotamia, where Galerius 
meeting him, approach'd his Litter to ſalute him; but 
Diocletiam, without ſtaying, or bidding him take Horſe, 

in a haughty Manner cauſed him to attend his Litter ſeve- 

ral Miles on Foot, mach blaming his Conduct, and [n- 

_ diſcretion in theſe laſt Actions. But at * giving him 
Leave to depart, and retrieve his Honour, Galer:xs in the 
A.D. tollowing Spring march'd with a-powerful Army into Ar- 
297. menia, which Narſes King of Perſia had entred. In the 
Diocl. firſt general Battel the Romans with great Difficulty over- 
2 threw the Perſians, and Galerius purſuing the Victoty, 
* entred Narſe's Camp, took his Wives, his Children, his 
Siſters, and many of the Nobility of Perſia, with great 
Riches and Booty. This Victory increas'd the Inſolence 

of Galerixs, and no leſs the Apprehenſions of Diocletian; 

for upon this, he thought himſelf too much degraded, to 
carry only the ſecond Rank of Honour, and to be only 
calPd Cæſar; and when at any time he received Letters 

with the [nſcription Ceſar, he was wont to cry out in 3 
fierce and brutal Way, Miuſt I ſtill be Ceſar? He became 

alſo ſo proud and elevated, as to report that Mars was his 
Father, and that he ought to be look'd upon as another 
Romulus, not conſidering the Prejudice done to his Mo- 
ther's Honour, of which he made no Account, while he 
defired to be thought the Progeny of a God, The Behar 

viour of Conſtuntius was quite contrary to him and tie 

two Emperors, who carrying himſelf with all Mildnels 


and Generoſity, gained the Love of all Men, and no els 
| Succels 
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Succeſs in * than the other; for this Year he made 
a Conqueſt of the Lingones, and flew GcouG of their 


en. 

The Affairs of the Emperors now ſucceeding with an A. D. 
unuſual Profperity, Diocletian and Maximian, by a little 298. 
Atiticipation, ſolemniz'd their Qaindecennalia, or filteenth Diocl. 
Year of their Government, the one in the Eaſt and the 14 
other in the eſt. From which time they began to bear . 
hardet upon the Chriſtians than formerly, and to ſhew Late. 
ſome Reſentments againſt a Sect that had ſo greatly tri- £46. 
umph'd over the Religion of the Empire. Diocletiau was 
a Man infinitely ſuperſtitious, and being now anxiouſly 
defirous of knowing ſome future Events, cauſed his Di- 
viners to offer many Sacrifices; and while they were 
ſearching for the uſual Indications in the Entrails, and 
the Emperor preſent, ſome Chriſtian Courtiers near him 
made the Sign of the Croſs on their Foreheads, which 
immediately frighted away the Dzmons, and put all into 

a Confuſion. The Augurs were alſo in Diſorder, not 

| being able to diſcern the wonted Tokens; and, as if the 

| had failed in ſome little Ceremony, began anew, and ot- 
ten repeated them, but to no Effect. Whereupon Tages 

| WH Maſter of theſe Ceremonies, either ſeeing the Perſons, or 

WH ſuſpe&ing them, cry'd out, That the Reaſon why the Sa- 

. erifices had not their uſual Effects, was, i ſome pro- 


fane Perſons had thruſt themſelves into the AjJembly, and 
mixed with the holy Solemnities, The Emperor en- 
rag'd at this Diſappointment, commanded all preſent to 
do Sacrifice, and all his Attendants upon pain of Scourg- 
ing; and by a Warrant to the Commanders, order'd all 
the Soldiers in the Army to do the ſame, or immediately 
to be disbanded. This may be call'd the Beginning of 
the Perſecution, tho” it reach'd not to Capital Puniſhments, 
and no further than the Soldiery ; in which many honou- 
table and profitable Poſts in the Army were abandon'd by 
the Chriflans, who choſe to forſake all rather than re- 
ounce the Worſhip. of the true God. This was (till in- 
conſiderable as to the whole Body of the Chriſtians; and 
Euſebius tells us, that their Multitudes at this time tetri- 
ty'd their Enemies, and kept them from proclaiming open 

ar againſt them all. Maximian al ſo ſhew'd great Severity 
to the Chriſtian Soldiers, condemning them to the mot ſer- 
vile Offices; and it was by their Hands and Labours that 
de raiſed thoſe immenſe Structures of the Baths of Dio- 
cletian at Rome, the Baths of - own Name at — 

2 an 
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A.D. 


3 
16. 


and at Milan, with many other extraordinary Fabricks. 
In the time of theſe Buildings, great Advantages were 


299. obtain'd againſt the Northern barbarous Nations, in which 
Diocl. 


Wars young Conſtantine, the Son of Conſtantius, nobly 
ſignaliz'd his Youth by many brave Exploits; particularly 
he took the Sarmatian General Priſoner, and brought him 
alive to Galerius. 

About this time there appear'd an eminent Pagan call'd 
Arnobius, who being awaken'd with the Calls of Heaven, 
as well as the Lives of the Chriſtians, preſented himſelf 


before the Biſhop of his City, and deſired to be admitted 


among the Faithful. His City was Sicca in Numidia, 
where having been a publick Profeſſor of Rhetorick, and 
a Pagan of no ordinary Abilities, he was at firſt refus'd, 
till he had given ſome ſignal Evidence of the Reality of 
his Converſion. Hereupon he ſet himſelf to vindicatethe 
Cauſe of Chriſtianity againſt the Gentiles, which he did in 
ſeven Books, wherein he vigorouſly aſſerted the Truth 
and Excellency of the Chriſtian Religion, dexterouſly 
© and wittily expoſed the Follies of all Pagan Worſhip, 
© and trinmphantly baffled all the ſpecious and popular In- 
* finuations. But being but a Catechumen and a new 
© Convert, he wrote not without ſome Errors, and ſhew'd 
* himſelf better skill'd in diſcovering the Weaknelles of 
* Paganiſm, than proving the ſublime Truths of Chri- 
© ftianity, But by this Work he removed all poſſibility of 
Jeatoutic and Suſpicion, and was joytully entertain'd and 
receiv'd to Baptiſm; becoming ever after a ſtrenuous 
Defender of the Chriſtians, About the time of the 
Converſion of Arnobius, dy'd Cyrillus Biſhop of Antioch, 
atter he had held that Dignity about eighteen Years, and 
was ſucceeded by Brannus, who continu'd in this See a- 
bout thirteen Years; and was the 19th Biſhop of Antioch 


after the Apoſtles. In the following Year, and towards 


the Concluſion of this Century, dy'd Theonas Biſhop of 


» Alexandria, after he had held that Dignity about nineteen 


Years, and was ſucceeded by Peter, a wiſe and eminent 
Governor, who continu'd in the See near twelve Years, 
and was the 16th Biſhop of Alexandria after the Evange- 
liſt St. ark. 

And thus we have given an Account of the main Ads 
of the Chriſtian Church through the three firſt Ages of it, 
and the wonderful and amazing Conqueſt that this Relig 
on obtain'd over the greateſt Powers of Hell and Dark: 
neſs, Infomuch that the Chriſtians at this time * 

without 


Ie © we nes 


SY YWS ws "F2 %® 


» 


DS $5 wu_- 


Chap. VII. DIOCLETIAN rh g Rom. Emp. 661 


without Arms overſpread the Face of the Earth; and were 
alſo-ſo numerous, that the preſent Emperors dared not o- 
penly to attack them, till they had firſt cleared their Armies 
of them, and regulated their Soldiers for that Purpoſe. 
And here it may not be improper to ſpeak a Word or 
two of what contributed to this ſtupendous Progreſs and 
Encreaſe; which beſides the Hand of God, and the mira- 
culous Powers in the Church, ſeem to have been theſe 
five Things. Firſt, the real and intrinſick Excellency of 
the Religion it ſelf, which taught the moſt rational, and 
noble, and ſublime Precepts: Secondly, the great Learn- 
ing aud Abilities of many of its Champions, who bravely 
defended it againſt all Domeſtick, as well as Foreign E- 
nemies: Thirdly, the indefatigable Zeal and [nduſtry uſed 
in the Propagativa of it; in which they thought no Ha- 
zards too great, no Difficulties inſuperable, no Nations 
too remote, to enlarge the Bounds of the Goſpel: Fourth- 
ly, the incomparable Lives of its Profeſſors, which caus'd 
both the Envy and Admiration of its Enemies, Fifthly, 
their unpacallell'd Patience and inviolable Conſtancy un- 
der Sufferings, in which they became doubly triumphant 
more than Conquerors: And as the Roman Emperors tri- 
umph'd over the World, they triumph'd over the Empe- 
rors, and inconteſtibly ſhewed that they were guided and 
ſupported by an invincible and omaipotent Power. 
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l. We are now arrived at the fourth Century of the A. D. 
Criſtian Church, the Beginning of which was attended 301. 
with the molt tercible Storm and Conflict, that ever was Diocl, 
kuown, and with no lets glorious Conqueſt and Tri- 2. 
umph ; ſo that Chriſtianity firit vanquith'd all human Pow- **: 
ers, and then oblig'd then to be real Protectors, But be- Eb. 


8 *˙— 2 


fore this noble Advantage, God thought fit to permit ſuch 
a furious Wind, as ſhould purge all the Rubvith from his 
Church, and winnow all its Chaff. The Chriſtians, with 
ſome inconſiderable lnterruptions, had now enjoyed forty 
Years Peace and Proſperity, from the End of Yaleriaz's 
Perſecution ; in which Space they encreas'd to an extraor- 
dinary Degree, filled the Imperial Palaces, and obtain'd 
the beſt Offices in the State; ſo that, as Exſeb:us obferves, 
it is impoſſible to deſcribe the vaſt Aſſemblies, the nume- 
tous Congregations, and the Multitudes that throng'd in 
every City to embrace the Faith of Crit. For which 
Reaton they were no longer fatisfied with the old Edifi- 


ces, but erected ſpacious Churches from the very Foun- 
| 83 dations, 
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«Athan, 
Epiph. 


datjoys, throughout all Cities in the Empire. This unu— 
ſua] Liberty, as it put the Chriſtians leſs upon their Guard, 

gan by Degrees to be turned into Licentiouſneſs, which 
produced many other Corruptions: Some began to envy 
and revile others, and were in a manner at Wars amon 
themſelves, wounding each other with Affronts and Ca- 
lumnies ; Prelates ſtrove againſt Prelates, and one Con- 
fr<gation rais'd Factions vgainſt another. When theſe 

hings became too open and ſcandalous, the Divine Ven- 
geance began firſt to viſit them with a moderate and gen- 
tle Hand, and only permitted Loſs and Diſgrace to fall 
upon thoſe Brethren who bore Arms. But this proved 
not a ſufficient Warning; but regardleſs of all Puniſh- 
ments, they added Impieties to Impieties; and many Pa- 
ſtors and Governors, rejecting the Sanctions of Religion, 
were inflamed with mutual Contentions, ſtudying nothing 
more than promoting of Diſſentions and Violence, mak- 
ing of Schiſms and Separations, and greedily challenging 
to themſelves the Pre-eminence of others, as if it were 
earthly Dominion. When the firſt Viſitation, mild and 
affectionate, would not reach the Hearts of an inſenſible 
People, God thought fit to ſend a ſecond more ſtrong and 
effectual; and when the Ulcer began to putrifie, it was 
time to call for the Knife and the Cauſtick. 

Among the Schiſins at this Time, the moſt remarkable 
was that of Meletius Biſhop of Lycopolis of Thebais in 
eAfzypr, who being convicted of many Crimes, and a- 
mongſt others, of ſacrificing to Idols, was depos'd in a 
Synod by Peter, Biſhop of Alexandria, Meletius made no 


Appeal to any other Council, nor endeavour'd to recant 


or acknowledge his Errors, either to Peter or his Succel- 
ſors; but madea new Schiſm in the Church, and ſeparated 
from Peter and the other Biſhops, againſt whom he pub- 
liſh'd many Calumnies, to cover the Shame of his Depri- 
vation, and particularly that they were guilty of too much 
Indulgence towards enormous Sinners and Apoſtates. He 
began his Schiſm in this Year 301, as Mon. Pagi proves; 
and continu'd a long time, with many Followers, call'd 


 Aleletians. 


A. D. 
302, 
Diocl. 


— — 


9. 
Lad ant. 


One of the moſt violent Promoters of the ſucceeding 
Perſecution, was Hzeroc/es the Philoſopher, ſucceſſively 
Preſident of Bithynia, and Governor of Alexanaria; aPer- 
ſon who not only wrote againſt the Chr:;ftian Religion, 
and pretended to find many Inconſiſtences in the Sctip- 
tures, but alſo had the Confidence to equal the — 


, Es 
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of Apollonias Tyanæus to thoſe of our bleſſed Saviour. But 
none ſhew'd himſelf a more effectual Promoter of this 
Perſecution than Galer:#s himſelf, to which he was exci- 
ted not only by Hs own Cruelty and Superſtition, but in 
a particular Manner by his own Mother, who was a moſt 
zealous Pagan, and had entertain'd an inſuperable Preju- 
dice againſt the Chriſtians, who frequently ſhew'd a Dete- 
ſtation of her Religious Rites, Wherefore to gratifie her 
Reſentments, as well as his own, he repair'd to Nicome- 
dia, and us'd all Methods to engage old Diocletian to pto- 
ceed in what he had formerly begun, and to tuin the Chri- 
ftians entirely. He had many Conſultations with him du- 
ring a whole Winter, and while it was believ'd abroad 
that they were treating about State- Affairs, they were on- 
ly projecting a new Perſecution. Diocletian loving his 
Eaſe, cou'd pet willingly hearken to new and violent 
Councils, but ſhew'd Falerins How dangerous it was to 
diſquiet the Empire with ſo much Confuſion and Bluodjhed ; 
which muſt needs be vaſtly great, ſince the Chriſtians were 
ſo ready at all times to lay duwn their Lives; therefore he 
judg'd it ſufficient to purge the Court and the Army from 
Men of that Religion. Finding this would not fatisfie the 
furious Galerius, he betook himſelf to his old King-crafr, 
which was to reſolve upon all commendable Actions, 
without taking Advice, that the Honour might redound 
tohimſelf alone; but to take Council in hazardous Mat- 
ters, that the Blame might fall upon others. Therefore 
he declar'd he wou'd hear the Opinion of his Friends and 
Confidents ; and accordingly ſome Judges and Military 
Commanders were admitted to Council; amongſt whom, 
ſome declar'd the Chriſtians Enemies to God, and there- 
fore ought to be deſtroy'd ; and others, out of Complai- 
ſance, were too ready to aſſent to what Galerius ſhould 
pleaſe to determine. All which did not ſatistſie Drocletian, 
who to do all Things 069 ſent to conſult the Q- 
racle of Apollo Miletins; trom whence receiving an An- 
ſwer as from a true Enemy to Chriſtianity, he yielded, as 
tho he had receiv'd his Directions from Heaven: Yet till 
he mov'd for Moderation, that it might be done without 
Blood, while Galerius inſiſted that the Chri/tians might be 
burnt alive, The laſt Thing determin'd, was to fix upon 
a proper and auſpicious Day for the Beginning this great 
Work, which at length was determin'd to be the 23d Day of 
the next February, when the Terminalia were ulually ce- 
lebrated among the Komans ; and this was cholen as a 
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happy Omen, that they ſhould put a Term and Period to 

the Chriſtian Religion. This was reſolv'd in Winter, in 
the later End of the Year 302, or the Beginning of the 
following, 303. 


CH AP... VEL. 


From the Beginning of the tenth great Per. 
ſecution of the Church, to the firft Eſtabliſh. 
ment of Chriſtianity by Human Laws un. 
der the Emperor Conſtantine the Great. 


Containing the pace of about 1 Years. t 

| 

The TENTH GENERAL PERSECUTION Mi 

} 

A. D: I LL Things being thus eſtabliſh'd between the p 
303. 1 Emperor and his Cæſar, in the 19th Year and Nec 
Diocl. 8th Conſulfhip of Oiocletian, and upon the 23d Wi, 


. Day of February, the tenth and laſt general Perſecution be- 
2. gan in the City of Nicomedia. In the Morning of which 
Euſeb, fatal Day, the Prefect of the City, accompany'd with ſome 

Officers, repair'd to the Church of the Chriſtians, and ha- 

ving forc'd open the Doors, ſought for the Image of the 

God they worſhipp'd; but finding none, took the Sacred 

Books, and other Things they found, and threw them in- 

to the Fire, filling all Places with Force and Violence, 

This was done in the View of Drocletian and Galerins, 

who held ſome Debate whether Fire ſhould be ſet to the 

Church, but the former over-rul'd that, as being of dange- 

rous Conſequence to the City; whereupon Officers were 

employ'd who in a few Hours levell'd that lofty Building 

with the Ground. In the following Day an Edict was ſet 

| up, commanding all Chriſtian Churches to be demoliſl''d 
1 and the Scriptures to be burnt ; that all Cyriſtians ſhould 
| be incapable of any Honours and Offices ; that no Rank 
and Dignity ſhould exempt them from Torture, and that 
they ſhould be out of the Protection of the Law, and have 
no Power to right and vindicate themſelves by Suit. . Up- 
on the Publication of this Edict, a certain Griſtian took 
the Liberty both to tear it down, and to rally the Empe- 
ots, 
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rors ; Who being immediately ſeiz'd, after he had endur'd 
all ſorts of Torments with admirable Patience, he was 
burnt alive, This Edi& was ſacceeded by another, which 
commanded all the Prelates of the Church to be put in 
Bonds, and all imaginable Methods to be uſed to compel 
them to ſacrifice, Yet the Severity of theſe Edicts did 
not ſatis fie the barbarous Galerius, who, to puſh on Dio- 
cletian to the utmoſt Extremity, ſecretly caus'd the Impe- 
rial Palace to be ſet on Fire; and this not ſufficiently mo- 
ving the wary Diocletian, he repeated the act, and charg'd 
- W all upon the Chri/t:ans, making Report, That they had con- 
ſpired with the Kunuc hs to murder the Emperors, and that 
they had been in great danger of being both burnt with the 
Palace, This drove Diocletian beyond all the Reſtraints 
of Reaſon, and in a Fury reſolv'd to compel all Perſons 
to ſacrifice, beginning with his Daughter Faleria, and his 
Empreſs Priſca. He put ſeveral of the Eunuchs, and Cour- 
tiers of the greateſt Credit to Death, particularly Dorotheut, 
Corgonius and Peter; which laſt couragiouſly endured all 
the Tortures of Scourgings, Gridirons and Fires. Several 
Presbyters and Deacons were ſeiz'd on, and without Proof, 
eonde mn'd and executed; and allo Anthimus Biſhop of Ni- 
ame dia, was beheaded, with whom was join'd a great Num- 
ber of Martyrs. No Regard was had to Age, Sex, or Order, 
and not contented with ſingle Executions, whole Houſes full 
were burnt at once, and Droves ty'd together with Ropes, 
werethrown into the Sea, withMilſtones about their Necks. 
Nor was the Perſecution confin'd to Nicumedia; for the 
Judges were ſent to all Temples to force People to Sacri- 
ice; the Priſons were every where crowded, and unheard 
of Tortures invented; and that none but Pagans might 

have the Benefit of the Law, they plac'd Altars in the 

very Courts of Judicature, whereevery Perſon was oblig'd 

0 offer Sacrifice” before he could plead: So that Men 

ame before their Judges as before their Gods, New E- 

ids were daily ſent into other Cities and Provinces; ſo 

hat in a ſhort Time the Perſecution ſpread through moſt 

df the Empire, and became almoſt univerſal. 

This dreadful Perſecution continu'd for the Space of g 
n Years under Diocletian and his Succeſſors; but for Lata. 
noſt of that Time in the Eaſtern Parts of the Empire, 
Vere, as Euſebius intimates, the Corruptions of the ri 
ans were greateſt. At firſt it was more univerſal, and 
aty'd on with ſuch Violence and Severity, that Diacle- 
4 and his Colleague vainly thought they had My” 

their 
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their Work ; and accordingly they told the World in ſome 
Inſcriptions, That chey had mtterly defaced the Name, aul 
Superſtition of the Chriſtians, and had reſtar d and propayy. 
red the Worſhip of the Gods, It is impoſſible to enumetate 
the vaſt Multitudes of Martyrs ia all Parts, or to ſet forth 
the infinite Variety of their Miſeries and Torments; for 
as Lactautius obſerves, a hundred Tongues, and the loud. 
eſt Voice were inſufficient for ſuch a Labour, The 
Deaths were innumerable, and exceeded all former Rela- 
tions: Some werebeheaded, as in Arabia; ſome devour{ 
by wild Beaſts, as in Phenicia; others ſlain by breaking 
their Legs, as in Cappadocia; ſome were hung up wit 
their Heads downwards, and ſuffocated by flow Fires, 2 
in Meſopotamia; and others were broil'd upon Grid-lrong, 
asin Syria. In Pontus ſome had ſharp Reeds thruſt up un. 
der alſ their Nails, and others had melted Lead poured up- 
on their naked Skins, which ran down and burnt the moſt 
neceſſary Parts of their Body; while others without any 
Commiſeration, endur'd obſcene Tortures unfit to be re 
lated, which the impious Judges us'd as a Demonſtration 
of the Acuteneſs of their Wit, as if the Greatneſs of that 
conſiſted in the moſt unnatural Inventions. In Agyptic 
finite Numbers of Men, Women and Children ſufferd 
various kinds of Deaths; ſome of whom, after their Fleſ 
had been torn off with torturing lrons, after they had been 
rack'd, moſt cruelly ſcourg'd, and ſuſtain'd Torments ab 
different Sorts, and horrible to be heard, were committed 
to the Fire, and others drown'd in the Sea, Other fom 
chearfully offer'd their Necks to the Execationers; ſom 
dy'd under their Tortures; others periſh'd with Hunger 
Again, others were crucify'd, ſome according to the or 
dinary Manner of Malefa&ors, and others after a more 
cruel manner, being nailed with their Heads downward 
and left to die by Famine. But the Torments and Indi 
nities which the Martyrs ſuſtain'd in the Province of 7h 
bais, ſurpaſs all Relation; who with ſharp Shells inſtex 
of torturing [rons, were torn all over their Bodies i 
they expit' d. Women werety'd by one of their Feet, an 
by certain Engines hoiſed up into the Air with their Head 
downwards; and their Bodies being entirely naked, we 
made a moſt deteſtable, and inhuman SpeQacle, Othe 
were ty d by the Feet to great Boughs of Trees, violent 
wreſted and forc'd together by Machines, which being de 
o, in a Moment rent the Bodies of the Martyrs all | 
ieces, All which was not for a few Days, or ſhort Tim 
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bat continu'd for the Space of whole Years; ſometimes 
no more than ten, at other times above twenty were de- 
troy'd ; ſomerimes not leſs than thirty, at others near fix- 
n, and again at another time a hundred Men together, 
© with very (mall Children and Women, were executed in 
Jy you Day, being condemn'd to various and interchangeable 
0 Kinds of Puniſhments. In Phryzis the Soldiers inveſted 
"Wa populous City, conſiſting all of Chriſtiaus; and ſetting 
"I Fire to it, Men, Women and Children, while calling up- 
1 on God, were all conſum'd in the Flames. 

Great Numbers of Prelates, Biſhops and Clergymen, E... 

> ſaffer'd in this Perſecution, far too many to be nam'd; &c. 
ill at length ſome of the Governors of Provinces, wea- 
od wich Slaughters, and ſatiated with the vaſt Effulion 
"off of Blood, pretended to ſhew Tokens of Clemency and 
Humanity, declaring, It was unfit to pollute the Cities with 
the Blood of the Inhabitants, and to deſame the mild Ga- 
terument of the Emperors with the Deaths of ſu many Sub- 
e#;, Therefore they thought it ſufficient to diſcourage 
the Chr:ftians, by making them miſerable in this Life, and 
ſting Marks of Infamy upon them. Accordingly, ſome 
had their Ears, Noſes and Hands cut off, and others their 
Eyes put out, and one of their Legs diſabled. Euſebiut 
lays, it is impoſſible to reckon up the innumerable Multi- 
des of the Chritians who had their right Eyes put out 
nd ſear'd with a hot Iron, and of thoſe who had their 
ele Legs made uſeleſs by torturing Inftraments: After 
which they were condemn'd to the Mines, not ſo much 
for the Service they could do, as upon the Account of the 
Miſeries they ſhould endure. All kinds of Arts were 
nade uſe of to eradicate Chriſtianity, and eſtabliſn Paga- 
1m; and particularly the greateſt Care was taken to de- 
roy the holy Scriptures, but all in vain. All the Time, 
de Chriſtians gave ſtrange and noble Inſtances of the mott 
ndaunted Bravery, they throng'd to the Tribunals of 
heir Judges, and freely declar'd their Opinions and Reli- 
jon, defpifed the Fhreatnings and Barbarity of their Ene- 
nies, and xeceiv'd their laſt Sentences with a pleaſing 
mile. Yet ſome of them were not free from unwarran- 
ble Practices; and as ſome preſt too forwards to Death 
d Torments, ſo others leap'd off the Tops of Houſes 
o avoid the Malice of their Enemies; and ſome Ladies 
N Antioch drown'd theinſelves, to eſcape being raviſh'd by 
de Soldiers, Others were far more culpable, and out of 
tar deliver'd up their Bibles; and too many, to avoid 
Torment, 
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Torments, apoſtatiz d. But far the greateſt Part of 
Chriſtians behav'd themſelves ſo manfully, that neithe 
| Fears nor Charms could faſten upon them, at once giving 
| undeniable Evidences both of their own Fortitude, andy 
the irreſiſtable Power of our Lord that went along with 

them. Among whom we ought to mention Donati, tt 

whom Lactantius writ his Account of this Perſecutio 

who was tormented nine ſeveral Times by three different 

Governors; by Flaccinus, by Hierocles, and by his Succe 

ſor Priſcillian. In all theſe Cruelties the Emperor Man 

mian willingly join'd with Diocletian and Galerius; ( 

| that theſe three wild Beaſts exercis'd their Barbaritics upo 
C all the Provinces from the Eaſt to the Weſt. Only Gay 
| was free, where the good and mild Conſtantius govern'd 
but being urg'd by his Superiors, he made a flight Fretency 

of pulling down ſome of the Chriſtians Churches, wit 

out any further Damage. Once he politickly pretende 

to proſecute them, and commanded all the Officers of hi 

Houſhold to join in the Pagan Sacrifices, or immediate 

to leave their Places; but when ſome of them did ſo, he ſen 

them away with great Diſgrace, generouſly declaring, Tha 

thoſe Men who were not true to their God, would never | 

aithful to their Prince. 

Latent.” During cheſe diſmal TranſaQions, the Emperor Divcleti 

a7” finding theſe Affairs to ſucceed according to his Deſire, re 
" ſolv'd to repair to Rome, from whence he had been abſe 
many Years, there to celebrate his Hicennalia, or twenti 

eth Year of his Reign, and alſo to triumph for all his for 

mer Conqueſts and Victories, All this was perform'd u 

on the 20th Day of November with great Solemnity, be 

ing accompany'd with his Colleague Maximian, andt 

two Czſars, Conſtantins and Galerias, In this Trium 

was expos'd an infinite Maſs of Treaſure of the Spoils 

the Eaſt. of Agypt, and ſeveral Countries by them ul 

dued. There were many Chariots full of Arms, and Veh 

ſels of Gold and Silver, and many renown'd Priſoner 
particularly the Wife and Children of the King of Perj 

with many . and Commanders of the Alanes, the C4 

ti, and other Nations. As ſoon as all theſe Solemniti 

were over, Diocletiun, who was always haughty and it 
7! ſnew'd how little he cou'd bear thoſe Marks 
iberty that the Romans ſtill retain'd; at which he beca 

ſo uneaſie, that tho” the firſt of January was near, in whi 

he was to enter upon his ninth Conſulſhip, yet he cou 

not be prevail'd on to ſtay till that Day at — * 

a * 
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began his Conſulſhip at Ravenna. This Winter was both A. D. 


xtreamly cold and rainy; ſo that the Journey did fo af- 304. 
ect his Health, that it threw him into a lingring Sickneſs, Diocl. 
nd brought him into a low and uncomfortable Conditi- 20 
n, which detain'd him in Jaly the whole Summer. But =* 
ho' he was almoſt incapacitated from acting himſelf, his 
Lieutenants, and more eſpecially Galerius, carry'd on the 
Perſecution, particularly in Paleſtine, where Euſebius him- 
uf reſided, and was an Eye-witnefs of infinite Barbari- 
ies. In the firſt Year of the Perſecution, he takes notice 
fthe Martyrdoms of Procopius, Alphens, and Zacchens in 
eſarea, and of Romanus in Antioch; who with great 
lory conquer'd the Malice of their Perſecutors. In the 
cond Year the Perſecntion in thoſe Parts became more 
jolent and ſharp, and became memorable for the trium- 
ant Deaths of Timotheus at Gaza, Timolaus, Dionyſius, Ro- 
nul, Agapius, and ſeveral others at Cæſarea. In Kome 
Pope Marcellinus (uffer'd upon the 24th Day of October, 
ter he had held the Dignity of Biſhop eight Years, ſeven 
lonths and fourteen Days. In this time of Perſecution 
ere was a Vacancy in the Church of above three Years. 
In the mean time Diocletian was brought very low by Lada. 
s dickneſs, and being carry'd in a Litter, arriv'd at Ni- 
media in the latter End of the Year; where upon the 
3th of December he fell into ſo deep a Swoon, that alk 
eſpair'd of his Life. Yet he eſcap'd this long Sickneis, 
ut never regain'd ſuch entire Perfection of Health as 
brmerly ; for ever after this he had ſome Fits of Madneſs, 
hich return'd upon him fome particular Times, tho' in 
de Intervals he had his Underſtanding perfect. Not long 
ſter his firſt Appearance abroad, which was on March Iſt, 
. Calerius came to him, not to congratulate his Reco- 
ery, but to compel him to reſign the Empire. This vio- 
at ambitious Man had lately made the ſame attempt up- 
n Maximiau, threatning him with a civil War if he te- 
d to refign ; but began with Diacletian in a more gen 
© Manner, intimating, That fince he was become aged, 
4 leſs able to bear the Fatigues of Government, he ought 
give himſelf ſome Repoſe, after ſo much Application and 
ul, according to the Example of Nerva towards Trajan. 
Vucletian, uneaſie at ſuch a Propoſal, alledg'd, That 4 
gnation was diſponourable to him who had born ſo ſub- 
me Character, and unſafe for one who in ſo long a Reign 
oft have created many Enemies; therefore Nerva's Caſe 
ar very differeat from his, But if to be of equal yes 

wit 
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II. Upon the Refignation of Diocletian and Maximi- A. D. 
an, the Empire in courſe devolv'd upon the two Cæſars, 355, 
Conſtant int and Galeriut, Men as different in their Tem- Cox- 
pers and Diſpoſitions, as in their Births and Educations.s 4 »- 
Therefore, to prevent any future Diſputes thar might a- T1 vs, 
iſe from fuch a Difparity of Inclinations, they agreed to g fan 

ake a diſtin and independent Diviſion of the Empire z,.,.-. 
between them, which was the firſt Diviſion of that kind; „ 


i Wor tho” the Empire had often been govern'd by two Em. 2. f. 
+. WMpcrors at one time, yet it was never independently divided Zb. 
ore. Conſtantius had the Weſtern Parts of the Empire, &“. 


namely, Ital 72 the greateſt Part of Africk, together 
with Spain, Gaul, Britain and Germany; and Galerias the 
Eaſtern and the largeſt Share, namely, [{lyricum, Panunnia, 
lacedonia, Thrace, all the Provinces of Greece, and the 
ſer A/za, together with AÆgypt, Syria, Paleſtine, and all 
he Eaft. This Divifion being made, the Government of ſo 
any Provinces ſeem'd too great a Charge to the pacifick 
emper of Conſtantins, who chuſing rather to govern well 
han to govern much, freely relinquiſh'd. the Provinces of 
Trickand Iraly to Galerizs, contenting himſelf with Gaal, 
or, Britain, and his Part of Germany. Galerias,on the other 
de, finding the Affairs of the Empire difficult to manage 
th Security to himſelf, allotted the Government of Ita- 
and Africk to Severus, and the Government of AÆgypt, 
aleſtine, and the Faſt, to Maximin; reſerving to his 
mr immediate Management, the Provinces belonging to 


fie hricam, Greece, and Aſia-Minor. So that the World 
aud in a manner govern'd by four Heads, Conſtantiut and 


aerins independent Emperors, and Severæ r and Maximin, 
gart dependent upon Galerius. Conſtautius the firſt and 
mor Emperor, was about 54 Years of Age when he eu- 
red upon this Government, which he manag'd to the 
eat Satisfaction and Approbation of all Men, preſerving 
s Provinces from all kinds of Wars, Rebellions, and o- 
ler Miſeries, during his ſhort Reign. The Gazls not 
ly lov'd him, but almoſt ador'd him. before he was Em- 
ror; for under his former Adminiſtration they had eſ- 
pd the pernicious Policy of Diocletian, and the bloody 
Lemerity of Maæimian. His principal Aim was to en- 
tale the Happineſs and Riches of his Subjects, it being 
ls declar'd Opinion, That it was better for a Prince to 
ave his Nations Wealth diffuſed, and in the Hands of ma- 
), than to be lock'd up in his own Coffers; concurring 

with 


672 


the great Growth of which hinder'd the whole Body“ 


T atant. 
Exſeb. 
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with Trajan, who compar'd the Exchequer to the Spleen, 


— 


Nouriſhment, He ſo little affected Pomp and Splendot, 
that on Feſtival Entertainments, he generally borrow'd 
Furniture and Plate from other Perſons for the Uſe of his 
Table. And being in his former Adminiſtration reproach'4 
for his Poverty by Diocletian's Ambaſſadors, he only int 
mated his Wants to the People, and in a few Hours + 


> was anos A am. —_ SE” ©. 


maſs'd ſuch infinite Sums from their voluntary Contribu. Wl * 
tions, as aſtoniſh'd theſe Strangers; while he informed 
them, That the Love of the People was the ſureſt Treaſure l 
of the Prince, and that his Subjects Mony was by that Mean; l 


always at his Devotion, which he never thought ſafer tha 
when they were Keepers of it. After the Ambaſſadors De- 
parture, he return'd all the Subſidies that were preſented WM *' 
him; being by his voluntary Poverty, richer than Diacle- 
tian and the other Princes who were his Partners. He 
was of an affable, brave and generous Temper, and not re 
only the Chriſtians, but likewiſe all that were ſubje& to by 
him, were extreamly happy under his excellent Govern- p 
ment. | . 
On the other ſide, thoſe Provinces under the Care of 0 
Galerias, were miſerably harraſs'd, and oppreſs'd by the Of 
Inſolencies and Extortions of that Tyrant; who continu- | 
ally loaded his Subjects with ſuch Taxes and Impoſitions, 
and us'd ſuch barbarous Methods in colleQing them, that 
the State of Affairs look'd as diſmal! as if the Empire had 05 
been over - run by Foreign Enemies. All Places were full WM; 
of Grief and Fear, all Mens Fields were meaſur'd, an ** 
Account was taken of all their Trees, and Vines, and 
their Cattle; upon the flighteſt Suſpicions of Concea- hz 
ment, Men were ſcourg'd and tortur'd ; Children were Linc 
hung up in Sight of their Parents; Slaves were oblig'd to . 
accuſe their Maſters, and Wives their Husbands. None =yy 


but Beggars were exempted from theſe Opprefſions; bi 7 
this impious Man us'd other Methods with them, gave * 
Orders to gather them all together, to put them into Vene 
ſels and drown them in the Sea; by which Means be gen, 
found an effectual Expedient to keep all Men from ma: — 
king Poverty an Excuſe for not paying of Taxes. Heide! 
inhuman Practices alſo extended to Men of the high, * 
Rank, who were put to many cruei and ignominiou gp, - 
Deaths, ſuch as Crucifixion, and throwing to wild Beasts deli 
for Beheading was accounted an extraordinary Favou'i,, th. 
As for the Chri/tians, for whom he had the greateſt HHU 


tres 


tred, he not only condemn'd them to Tortures, but to 
be burnt in flow Fires, after this horrible Manner; They 
were firſt chain'd to a Polt, then a gentle Fire ſet to the 
Soles of their Feet, which contracted the Callus of the 
Foot till it fell all off from the Bones; then Flambeaux 
juſt extinguiſh'd were clapt to all the Parts of their Bo- 
dies, lo that they might be tortur'd all over; and Care was 
taken to keep them alive by throwing cold Water in their 
Faces, and giving them ſome to waſh their Mouths, leſt 
the Extremity of the Anguiſh ſhould dry up their Throats 
and choak them. Thus their Miſeries were lengthned out 
whole Days, *till at laſt, cheir Skin being quite conſum'd, 
and they juſt ready to expire, they were thrown into a 
great Fire, and had their Bodies burnt to Aſhes; after 
which their Bones were ground to Powder, and thrown 
into ſome River. At the ſame time, in the Eaſt the 
Perſecution was carried on with freſh Rage and Cruelty 
by the bloody Maximin, who at his entring upon his Go- 
vernment, iſſu'd out Orders to quicken the Governors of 
Provinces in putting the Laws in ſtrict Execution againſt 
thoſe who refus'd to. comply with the publick Rites and 
Ceremonies of the Empire. To which purpoſe, while 
Officers were making Proclamation at Cæſarea, and ſum- 
moning Men by Name out of a publick Roll, Apphrianxs 
a young Gentleman of Lycia, then Scholar to Ezſebins, 
preſſing through the Crowds, caught hold on the Hand of 
Urbanns the Governor, forc'd him to let fall his Sacrifice, 
and gravely reproved him for thoſe Impieties. Whereupon 
he was immediately apprehended, put to the ſevereſt For- 
ments imaginable, and thrown half dead into the Sea ; 
his Brother Aadeſius for the ſame Fact ſuttering the fame 
kind of Martyrdom, and al moſt at the ſame time at Alex- | 
andria, not to mention innumerable others who glorioufly 
ended their Lives. 


Thus were the Chriſtians ſeverely treated by Galerius Eaſit. 
and Maximin; but the Perſecution in [taly, Spain, Africk, — Aug. 


and thoſe Parts, ceaſed about the time of Maximian's Re- 
ſignation, after it had continu'd about two Years, And 
now the Church obtaining ſome Reſt in the Weltern Parts, 
the Biſhops and Clergy began to meet in ſeveral Places, 
to conſult about the Caſe of ſuch as had lapled in the 
Perſecution, and of thoſe call'd Traditores, ſuch as had 
(eliver'd up the Bibles, and conſecrated Veſſels belonging 
tothe Church. And in this Year we read of two Coun- 


els or Synods, one at Cvrtha in Africk, and the other at 
Vo L, II. I Eliberis 
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Fuſeh, 
Lattant. 
Aa ſim. 


© he gave ſeveral Rules how ſuch Perſons ought to be 
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Eliberis or Elvira in Spain, The firſt conſiſted of eleven 
or twelve Biſhops of Namidia, who met at the Houſe of 
one Donatus, in order to ordain a Biſhop in the Roomof 
Paul Biſhop of Cirtha, who had been a Traditor ; Tigiris 
Primate of Nxmidia being Prefident of this Synod. Theſe 
Biſhops, who were afterwards the Heads of the Duzati} 
Faction, accus'd one another mutually in the Synod, cf 
complying too much with the Heathen Magiſtrates ; and 
all of them tearing they ſhould be convicted of the Crimes 
they laid to each other's Charge, they abſolv'd one ano- 
ther, referring themſelves to the Judgment of God. After WM . 
which, they ordain'd $i/vazas, who had been a Traditir, 
Biſhop of Cirtha, notwithitanding all the Oppoſition made 
by the Clergy and Perſons of Note in the City to the 
contrary. The other Council of Eliberis conſiſted of 
nineteen Biſhops and twenty fix Presbyters, who made 
many Canons and Conſtitutions relating to Penitents, the 
Lapſed, and other Matters, in which they eſtabliſh'd a tl. 
gorous Diſcipline. We have an Account of $1 Canons 
here made; but the Variety of the Rules, and the little 
Order ſhewn in placing them, make learned Men believe, 
that the Canons attributed to this Council, are an ancient WI '” 
Code, or an ancient Collection of the Councils of Hain. 
Not long after this Council, in the following Year 3c6, 


the Perſecution raging in Agypt, Peter Biſhop of Alexa WM 
dria publiſh'd his excellent Canonical Epiſtle a little before “ 
Eaſter, being urg'd by many of the Lapſed, who delir'd Vi 


to be reconcil'd, and receiv'd into the Church. * In this 


© treated, carefully examining all the Circamſtances which 
© might augment or diminiſh the Quality of the Crime, R 
and ſhewing ſingular Prudence in tempering the Rigour th 
© of Puniſhment by a reaſonable Moderation, without WW ** 
© which, Juſtice would be weakned by too much luda © 
© gence; and as he did not lengthen out Penance by too Mi 
< {evere Methods, ſo neither did he deceive the Sinuet bf he 
too remiſs an Eaſineſs, It is believ'd, that about this * 
time Peter depos'd Meletius Biſhop of Lycopolis, of who C 
we have given ſome Account in the Year 301. de 
In the mean time the good Emperor Conſtantins, | ble 
the ſecond Year of his Reign, repair'd to Britain, and teſi 1 
ſiding at Fboraczm, or Tork, and there falling into ſomé D. 
Sickneſs, he began to be extreamly concern'd for the Safe Ye 


ty of his Son Cynſtuntine, who for ſeveral Years had ber 


kept at the Court of Diocletian, as an honourable Fleap 
| 0 
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for his Father's Fidelity; and ſince his Reſignation, in that 
of Galerius in the Eaſt, Calerius hated Conſtantins and 
was jealous of his Son, whom he would otten have re- bf 
mov'd by a violent Death, but he knew that the Army ad- 11 
mir'd Conſtantine, and would revenge it. He ſought there- 
fore under pretence of Games and Martial Exercifes to have | 
diſpatch'd him, but all in vain; for as the Hand of God was | 
vilible in protecting him ſo long, ſo it appear'd moſt ſig- | 
nally now in the laſt and critical Moment. His Father 1 
had often ſent for him, and had been as often deny'd; and | 
particularly in this preſent Sickneſs he had renew'd his F 
{mportunity : So that Galerius being aſham'd to deny this 1 
| 
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je reaſonable Requeſt, ſign'd him a Pals to take with him | 
bs the next Day, reſolving upon ſome. Artifice to ſtop him | 
in his Journey, and prevent his Arrival in Britain, and . 
therefore order'd him to come the next Morning to receive i | 
his final Inſtructions. But Conſtantive having ſome Appre- | 
henfion of his Defigns, as ſoon as Galerizs had retir'd to | 
his Reſt, took Polt- Horſes with all Speed, and at every | 
Stage where he arriv'd, belides thoſe few he us'd himſelf, 1 
he ham; ſtring'd all the Horſes he left behind him. Gale- [ 
rius, on Purpoſe to delay him, did not open his Doors 
till Noon; and then calling for him, and underſtanding "1 
that he was gone the Night before, he immediately com- 
manded ſeveral Men to purſue him; but hearing ſoon af- 
ter that the Poſt-Horſes were all diſabled, he burit into a 
violent Paſſion of Rage and Vexation, In the meantime 
Conſtantine travell'd with the utmoſt Expedition; and ar- 
riving at Tor, he found his Father weak, and paſt Reco- 
very. Conſtautius at the Sight of his Son, in a ſort of a 
Rapture leapt out of his Bed, and receiv'd him with all 
the Marks of Joy and Paternal Affection, gave him ſeve- 
ral uſeful Inſtructions and Directions, and particularly re- 
commended the poor Chri/t:axs to his Care and Pity, Be- 
ing demanded which of his Children ſhuuld fucceed him, | | 
de having two Sons by Tbheadora; neglecting his ſecand 
Wife and her Progeny, he cry'd aloud, None but the pions " np li 
Conſtantine! and ſhortly after expir'd inthe Arms of this 1 
beloved Son. Thus dy'd Conſtantius, a Prince of admira- ik 
dle Virtues and Accompliſhments, and infinitely belov'd | 
and lamented by all his Subjects. He dy'd on the 25th j 
Day of July, in his own Conſulſhip with Galerius, beipg = 
in the 56th Year of his Age, and having reign'd only one [) 
Year, one Month, and 25 Days froin the Refignation of 
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Diocletian and Maximian ; but above 13 Years under the 
Title of Ceſar, before he was Emperor. 


A. D. III The excellent Cenſtantius being dead, his Son Con. 
306. ſtauline proceeded to celebrate his Obſequies ; which he 
Co x- did with all imaginable Pomp and Splendor. All Perſons 
STAx- honour'd that bleſſed Emperor with Praiſes and Acclamz- 
Tine tions, and unanimouſly agreed, That the Succeſſion of 
the 41 the Son in the Empire was a Reſurrection of the deceas' 
Roman Father; and forthwith they ſaluted him Emperor of the 
rer. }Veft, with the higheſt Marks of Joy and Satisf:Qion, E. 
116 very Man's Eyes were fixt upon this Prince; his tall and 
xc. comely Perſonage, the Strength and Firmneſs of his Body, 
but eſpecially the Virtues and Endowments of his Mind, 
gave an early Preſage of the future Happineſs of his Reign, 
He was a Prince of a noble and vigorous Spirit, of pro- 
found Policy and Capacity, and of no leſs Modelty than 
Magnanimity; and a Prince, whom God of his Bounty 
rais'd up to perform wonderful Things for his Servants, 
He was now about 32 Years of Age, and according to 
the moſt receiv'd Opinion, he was a Native of Britain, 
which has been confirm'd by ſeveral others; but Mon, 
Pagi and ſome others ſeem'd to have made it appear, that 
he was born in Naiſſarin Dacia, now call'd Niſſa, a Town 
in Servia, His Parentage was very noble by his Father's 
Side, as being deſcended from the Emperor Claudius ll. 
and he, as it is believ'd, from the great Veſpaſian; but his 
Mother Helen was a Woman of inferior Quality, of Dre- 
pano into Bithynia; but yet a good Chriſtian, This, no 
doubt, contributed to his future Converſion; and the firlt 
Ordinance he made after his Advancement, was to give 

the Chriſtians the free Liberty of their Religion. 
Laftant, Conſtantine for a conſiderable Time contented himſelt 
with the Name of Cæſar, and not immediately aſſum'd the 
Title of Auguſtus or Emperor, expecting that the Senior 
Emperor ſhould have ſent him that Title, but in vain : For 
as ſoon as his Image, wreath'd with the Imperial Laurel, 
Was prelented to Galerius, he was ſo tranſported with 
Rage, as to condemn both it, and the Meſſenger to the 
Fire; but was diſſwaded from the Execution by his Friends, 
who were ſenſible of the Miſchiefs of exaſperating at 
already diſpleas'd Army. Therefore, that he might ſeem 
to allow that vountarily, which he wanted Power to pre 
vent, he ſent the Purple to Conſtantine; but withal pro- 


ceeded to a new Contrivance, which was to create Seve 
rh 


ras Emperor and Azg»/tus, as being the elder Man, and 
Conſtantine only Cæſar in Partnerſhip with Maximin; ſo 
that inſtead of being next to himſelf, he might be the laſt 
of the four. But Conſtantine ſtood in no need of his Ap- 
robation to confirm his Title to the Empire; his Father's 
declat'd Will for his Succeflion, and the univerſal Con- 
ſent both of the Army and the whole MHeſt, put his Right 
beyond all Diſpute. His Image, according to the Cuſtom 
of new Emperors, being expos'd in Rome, immediately 
provok'd the Ambition of Maxentius; and taking an Op- 
portunity in the Abſence of Severus, whoſe Government 
the Pretorian Soldiers hated, he proclaim'd himſelf Empe- 
ror by their Aſſiſtance, and ſome conſiderable Officers then 
in Rome, upon the 27th Day of October. He was Son to 
old Maximian by Eutropia, an ordinary Woman of Syria, 
and Son- in- law to Galerius; and was very popular among 
the Soldiers, whom for Recompence he allow'd to com- 
mit intolerable Outrages and Diſorders in the City. This 
was ſome Surprize to Conſtantine, but a greater to Gale- 
rius, who with all ſpeed ſent Severxs to ſuppreſs him, with 
an Army that had formerly ſerv'd under Maximian, and 
order'd him to march directly to Rime, knowing that thoſe 
Soldiers who had taſted the Pleaſures of that Place, wou'd 
endeavour both to preſerve the City, and to make it their 
Head Quarters. Maæentius beginning to reflect upon the 
Boldneſs of his Attempt, and the approaching Danger, to 
ſtrengthen his Intereſt, ſent the Purple to his Father Ma- 
ximian, who had liv'd in Campania ever ſince his Reſig- 
nation of the Empire ; and declar'd him now Emperor a 
ſecond time. Maximian, who had relign'd his Domini- 
ons againſt his Inclinations, and was longing for a Change 
in the State of Affairs, accepted of it with great Satisfa- 
tion. In the mean time Severus march'd with his Army, 


and in the following Year arriv'd at the very Walls of A. D. 
Rome ; but his Soldiers conſidering againſt whom they 307. 
were to fight, immediately abandon'd him; ſo that he was Conſt. 


conſtrain'd to fly, and to ſhut himſelf up with a Handful 
of Men in Ravenna, to avoid old Maximian who had now 
re-alſum'd the Empire, and was marching that Way. Find- 
ing that he cou'd not avoid being deliver'd up, he at length 
relign'd his Imperial Purple; but this Submiſſion could 
only purchaſe him an eaſie Death, which was by openin 
- wa ; Which happen'd.a little before the Month of 
April, l 
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Maæimian well knew the furious Temper of Galerias, 
and fearing that he might join with Maximin, and revenye 
this Defeat, fortity'd Rome; and having ſetled the princi- 
pal Affairs, he march'd into Gaul, and to ſtrengthen his 
Intereſt, married his youngeſt Daughter Fauſta to Conſtan- 
tine, about the Month of May. In the mean Time Gale- 
rius gather'd together all his I roops, and in a great Raye 
march'd into Lay againſt Maæentius, fully retolving to 
ruin all the Inhabitants of Rowe, and particularly to de- 
ſtroy the whole Body of the Senate But he was ſoon 
ſtopt in his furious Career; for his own Soldiers, upon 
their near Approach to Kome, conlidering the Conlequence 
of this unnatural War, began to delert, and were in a 
very ſtaggering Condition, This threw him into ſuch a 
terrible right, that fearing the late [rate of Severus, he 
calt himiclt at his Soldiers Feet, and fervilely begy'd, 
That they world nut deliver him np to his Enemies; and 
then march'd back with ſuch Fear and Conſternation, 
that a ſmall Body ot Men wou'd have been ſufficient to 
have ruin'd him. Infinite Ravages and Outrages were 
permitted by him, and committed by his Army in a!l Parts 
of Italy in their March; ſo that inſtead of being a Romas 
Emperor, he became the Plunderer of Italy, retiring back 
into his own Part and Divition, after he had in a ſavage 
Manner deltroy'd the whole Country. Maxextias, who 
at firſt made ſome Shew of Fiety and Compaſſion to the 
Caſe of the Chr:/tians, after this Succeſs, became more in- 
ſolent both towards them, and his other Subjects; abandon- 
ing himſelf to the moſt ſenſual Vices, and the molt hor- 
rid and impure Actions; which in a ſhort time brought 
him to the moſt oppreſſive Acts of Cruelty and TI yranuy. 
And to compleat his Character, he afterwards added the 
deteſtable Arts of Magick, and other infernal Deluſions; 
in the Exerciſe of which he became one of the moſt into- 
lerable Oppreflors that Rome ever knew, By the Afi 
ſtance of his Army he maintain'd himſelf in his Uſurps- 
tion, and kept Rowe and Italy fix Years ; but he ſoon lok 
Africk to another Uſurper nam'd Alexander, who ſet up 
tor Emperor, and cominu'd four Years under that Title. 
In the mean Time the reſtleſs Maximian made ule 0! 
all Methods to regain his former Dignity and Authority, 
who, tho” he had a Share with his Son Maxentins, Wu 
no ways fatisfy'd with it; but at his Return to Rome he 
endeavour'd to ruin him; and rais'd ſuch Confuſions aud 
Milchiefs among the Pretorian Soldiers, that he Caus'd 
| himLc1! 
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himſelf to be driven out of Rome, almoſt as ignominiouſly 
as Tarquin had been of old. From hence he repair'd to 
Galerius, then at Carnuntum, knowing him to be his Son's 
inveterate Enemy. He pretended he came to concert with 
him ſome Things relating to the publick Good; but in 
Reality he hop'd uuder this Pretence of Reconciliation, to 
find Means to deſtroy him, and poſle(s himſelf of his 
Share of the Empire, ſince he was now thruſt out of his 
own. Galerius was at this Time butily employ'd in crea- 
ting of an Emperor in the Room of Severus deceas'd; and 
this was Licinius a particular Friend of his, originally the 
Son of a poor Labourer in Dacia, but a very pulitick and 
experienc'd Commander ; and to give the greater Authority 
to the Choice, old Diacletian was ſent for, and was pre- 
ſent at the Solemnity. Maximian was very urgent with 
his old Partner to re- aſſume the Empire; but nothing 
cou'd move Diocletian, who made Anſwer, I he could 
ſee the Quiet he enjoy d at Salona, and the Cabbages he had 
planted with his own Hands, he wou'd be ſenſible that he 
was not to tempted to ſo great a Trouble. Liciaiut was 
created in the Month of November, and tho' he had the 
Concurrence of Diocletian, yet Maximin in the Eaſt re- 
ſented it extreamly, and wou'd neither be contented any 
longer with the Title of Cæſar, nor allow Licinius the 
Precedence : Upon which Galerius feat many Metlengers 
to induce him to ſubmit to this Oider ; but Afaximiz 
would neither yield to his Entreaties, nor his Commands. 
Galerias finding nothing would prevail, refolv'd ro put an 
End to this ſecond Kank of Dignity, «ud to extinguith 
the Title of Ceſar; theretore, as he declar'd himteit and 
Licinixs the proper Emperors, fo he gave to Maxeatius aud 
Conſtantine the Litle of Sons of Emaperors, and quite exclu- 
ded Maximin. But hearing ſhortly after that Maximery 
had boldly afſum'd the Litle of Azguſizs, he alſo gave the 
ſane Title to Conſtantive and Maæentius. 


Maximin having made himſelf E nperor of the Eaſt, E«{cb. 
and having a powerful Army, ſoon diſcover'd himſelf in . 


his proper Colours, and thew'd that he was a thorow- 
pac'd Tyrant; as well in Reſpect to his Subjects in gene- 
ral, as to the Chritiens in particular. In all Reſpects he 
nearly reſembled Maxentias at Kome, and even ſurpaly'd 
him in Impietics. He was vaſtly timorous and ſuperttiti- 
ous, and an extraordinary Fayourer of the Impoſtots a- 
bout Idols and Dzmons; and he preſum'd not to (tir or 
ac in any Affair without Divinations and Reſponles of 
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Oracles; ſo that Magicians and Inchanters were by him 
promoted to the higheſt Places of Honour. Upon which 
Account, he us'd his utmoſt Endeavours to revive decli- 
ning Paganiſm, and impos'd a more ſevere and cruel Per- 
ſecution upon the Chriſtians than the former Emperors 
had done, In the preceding Year, and fourth of the Pet— 
ſecution, he went to Cirſarea and Paleſiize, there to ce- 
lebrate his Birth- Day in December, which was done with 

reat Variety and Paganiſh Shews and Spectacles. But all 
Pad been nothing, if the Chri/tians had not born a ſhare iu the 
Triumphs of that Day. Accordingly Agapius, who had 
been before ſentenc'd to the wild Beaſts, was brought forth 
into the Amphitheatre, and being invincible to all Per- 
ſwaſions, was deliver'd over to the Mercy of a She-Bear, 
who only left him ſo much Life, as to b: able to ſurviie 
"till the next Day, when with Stones ty'd to his Feet, he 
was thrown into the Sea. Not long after, in the nfth 
and preſent Year of the Perſecution, Euſebius's dear Friend 
Pamphilus was apprehended, and brought before Urbanas 
the Preſident, who endeavou'd to turn him by all the Arts 
of Inſinuation and Terror; but all in vain. The Martyr 
remain'd immoveable, and generouſly deſpis'd his Threat- 
nings, which ſo enrag'd the Governor, that he command- 
ed him to be put to the acuteſt FTortures; and when they 
had more than once rak'd his Sides, and torn off his Fleſh 
with Iron Pincers, he was ſent to keep Company with the 
other Confeſſors in Priſon, the Governor himſelf being 
immediately after diſpracefully turn'd out of his Office, 
and with Shame enough condemn'd to Death by the Em- 
peror, But not all the Miſery and Torment Pamphilu: 
endur'd, cou'd tright Euſebius from his Friend: He vilited 
him in Priſon, and diligently aſſiſted him in his Occaſions, 
and during his two Years Impriſonment they mutual!) 


A. D. employ'd their Time to great and uſeful Purpoſes. And 
308. as formerly they had publiſh'd the Greek Tranſlation of 
Conſt. the Sctnagint, taken out of Origen's Hexapla, for the Ul: 


of the Paleſtine Churches; ſo now they compoſed an ela- 
borate Apology in Defence of Orzgen, to vindicate him 
from thoſe rude Centures and Reflectious, which the halt) 
and indiſcreet Zeal of ſome had caſt upon his Memory. 
About this Time Marcellus a Kuman, and Son of Benedidi, 
was made Biſhup of Ame on the 18th Day of February, 
after a Vacancy in the See of three Years, three Months, 
and twenty five Days, He held this Dignity one Year _ 

almo; 
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almoſt eight Months, and was the 29th Biſhop of Rome 
after the Apoſtles St. Peter and St. Paul. 

The impatient Maximiaz (till finding his Projects fruit- Lalla. 
leſs, withdrew himſelf again into Gaz/, with Deſigns no 
leſs wicked than the former; for tho? both Conſtantine and 
his Father had married two of his Daughters, he plotted 
againſt his Life; and in order to effect it, laid alide his 
Imperial Habit. The Frans were then in Arms; fo that 
Conſtantine was obliged to march againſt them; but his 
Father-in-law perſwaded him that Part of his Army would 
be ſufficient for that War; all with a Delign to have the 
reſt of his Army in his own Power, and that Conſtantine 
for want of Soldiers might be overwhelm'd by the 
Franks, He was eafily perſwaded by one, whoſe long 
Experience gave Authority to his Advices; to after a | 
few Days, when Maximian believ'd his Son-in-law was 
engag'd among the Barbarians, he again allum'd the Pur- 
ple, brake in upon the Publick Trealury. diltributed large 
Sums among the Soldiers, and gave out talle Reports con- 
cerning Conſtantine. But all was ſoon turn'd agaialt him; 
for Conſtantine receiving Notice of his Actions, return'd 
with incredible Expedition, ſo that aximian was ſurpriz'd 
in his new Ulurpation, and allo abandon'd by the Sol- 11 
diery, upon which he fled to Marſeillos, and ſhut himiclt 1 
up there. Cunſiantine ſoon follow'd hin, and inveſted the 
Place; and having demanded a Perſonal Conference from 14 
the Walls, he calmly ask'd him, A hat he himſelf bad dane, 7 


7 er 


ard what could puſh on Maximian to adt ſo indecently as he 
bad done? The other anſwering him very ſcurrilouſly, 
thoſe about him ſet open the Gates to Conſtantine's Sol- | j 
| diers; ſo that this rebellious Emperor, and treacherous 17 
F Father-in-law. was now in Conſtantine's Power, who ſa- | 9 
ö tisty'd himſelf with laying his Crimes before him, and re- Win 
1 WI primanding him, ſtript him of his Imperial Purple; but (| 

| carried his Reſentments no further, leaving him both his ; | | 
: Life, and his Liberty. 1 
This was the ſixth Year of the Perſecution, which was £E«ſeb. | 
1 WW till carried on with the moſt imaginable Fury by Maæt- &c. | 
u in the Eaſt, who iſſu'd out new Edicts in every Pra- 
'. WT Vince, commanding that all thedecay'd Idol Temples ſhould 4 
„de immediately repair'd ; That all Perſons, Men, Women, 19 
„Lerrants, and young Children ſhould be compell'd to do 1 i 
„ K«eritice, and by all Methods forc'd to eat Part of the | 
d WM Fleth that had been offec'd; and that all Proviſions expas'd 
s Sale in the Markets ſhou'd be defii'd with ſuch Things 
as 
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as had been ſacrific'd. Theſe Things encreas'd the Trou— 


bles and Miſeries of the Chriſtians, which prov'd fo val 
and prodigious, that many of the Gent:les themſelves cou'd 
but condemn the Barbarities of the Emperor, and many 
of his Officers. Euſebiut has given a particular Account 
of the intolerable Cruelties practis'd in Paleſtine by the 
Governor Firmilian, who ſucceeded Urbanas; and of the 
Martyrdoms of two famous Virgins Valentina and Thea, 
with Paul, Antoninus, Zebina, Germanius, and many others; 
for which he aſſures us, the Stones and ſenſeleſs Matter 
miraculouſly wept, to reprove the barbarous and unmerci- 


309. was the ſeventh of the Perſecution, his dear Friend Pan- 
Conſt. philus, who had been two Years a Priſoner, was brought 


4+ 


forth with his Companions, The Judge knowing Pamn- 
philus to be of an invincible Conſtancy and Reſolution, 
only ask'd, Whether he would yet comply; and having re- 
ceiv'd both from him, and his Companions, a flat Denial, 
Sentence of Death was paſt upon them. But between 
Sentence and Execution, Parphilu's Servant Porphyris 
interpos'd, a young Man of good Parts and Learning not 
above cighteen Years of \ge, who boldly requeſted that 
the Bodies of the Dead might receive decent Burial. But 
he paid dear for his forward Zeal, the I'ormenters being 
commanded to exerciſe all their Faculties upon him, who 
rak'd oft his Fleth till they had laid bare the molt inward 


Recefles of his Body, all which he endur'd with incom- 


parable Patience; after which, being order'd to be butut 
in a flow Fire, he ſuck'd in the Flames at a Diſtance, en- 


tertaining his Friends in the Mid(t of his Torments with} 


a moſt ſerene undiſturb'd Mind, 'til! his Soul mounted 
up, leading his Maſter the Way to Heaven, who ſhortly 
after tollow'd him with his Companions. But the Raye 
of their Enemies dy'd noc with them, the Governor com- 
manding their Dead Bodies to be kept by a military Guard 
four Days, that they might remain a Prey to wild bealts; 
but when neither B'rds nor Beaſts came near to touch 
them, they were permitted to bedecently interr'd. Enſe- 
b:us thus deptiv'd of his dear Companion, withdrew him. 
ſelf from Caſarea, and retir*d into e/ Egypt, where he found 
the Perſecution fo far from abating, that it encreaſed to- 

ether with the Heat of the Climate, eſpecially in ths 
— about T hebais, where he tells us, he daily beheld te 
moſt diſinal and deplorable Spectacles, and ſuch Numbel 
executed, that the very Edges of the Pagan your wal 
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dull'd, and the Tormenters themſelves, tho' relieving one 
another, tir'd out. All which Time they diſcover'd not 
only the higheſt Conſtancy, but the molt impatient Deſire 
of Martyrdom, Sentence being no ſooner paſt upon the 
firſt, but others immediately crowded up to the Tribunal, 
confeſling themſelves Chriſtians, Dating his Reſidence in 
theſe Parts, Euſebius Was ſeix'd and thrown into Priton ; 
but how long hereinain'd there, or by what means he was 
deliver'd thence, we have no certain Account, 

Tho” in the Weſtern Parts of the Einpire the Chriſtians 
had Peace, yet Rome was not exempt, which (ſufficiently 
felt the Cruelties of the ['yrant Maxentius, who not only 
oppreſt the Chriſtiaus, but al ſo condenm'd Marcellus Biſhop 
of Rome to keep Beaſts in a Stable, and then banith'd him 
on October the 7th, after he had held this Biſhoprick oue 
Year, ſeven Months, and twenty Days. After a Vacancy 
of about ſeven Months, about April in the following Year 

10, he was ſucceeded by Huſebius the Son of a Grecian 
Pylician, who ſuffer'd under this ] yrant about four or 
five Months after, and was the 3th Biſhop of Rome after 
the Apoſtles St, Peter and St. Paal. Atﬀter his Death there 
was a Vacancy in the See of Rome of above nine Months, 


| 
| 
IV. The Perſecution having continued about ſeven A_ D 
er eight Years, God thought fit to abate it in the middle 310 : 
Ports of the Empire, as it bad been before in the Het; Conſt 4 
and as he had chaltized his Servants, he beyan now to : 
{WF puniſh the great Perfecutors with untiinely and miſerable =, 
| Deaths. Theſe Perſecutors were Diocletran, Maximian, Euſcb. 
2 Galerins, Maximin nud Mia entius; who were all Ene- Lattant, 
10 wies to Morality, as wel! as Chriſtianity, The firlt that 
WH fell was the wicked Aluximian, who having lult the Dig- 
IF nity of an Emperor, and the Regard due to a Son in law, 
MF procceded to new Confpiracies againit Cozſtantine, and 
oa endeavour'd to corrupt his own Daughter Fax/ta to mur- 
SY ther her Husband ; all which being diicover'd by her, and 
IF all bis impious Detigns detected, Coaſtantiae could not 
cM lately allow him any greater Mercy than to permit him to 
IF chute bis own Death, which Ladtbantius tells us, was 
nd Hanging : A Death ſufficiently iqnominious for one who 
0 tad govern'd the Koman Empire near twenty Years with 
nl great Glory and Reputation. But the Hand of Heaven 
ne was more viſible and tignal in the Punithment of that grand 
ei Promoter of the Perſecution Galerizs, who in the Mid(t 
"ro or his vaſt and nefarious Projects, was vitited by an incu- 
| rable 
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rable and intolerable Diſeaſe. It began with an Impoſtume be 
and Ulcer bred in his ſecret Parts, and a Fiſtula in Ano N 
which ſpread after an unheard of Manner, and entred in. WM 4 


to his inmoſt Bowels ; and tho' the Cancer encreaſed Vi 
ſlowly and gradually, yet it puzled all the Arts of the fo 
moſt excellent Phyſicians and Surgeons. And while all th 


human Means became ineffectual, Recourſe was had ty MI 4» 

the Pagan Gods, and Prayers were made to eA5/crlapins WM 

and Apollo for his Recovery; and ſome Relief was pre- Ct 

tended to have come from the latter. But he grew (til MW ” 

worſe and worſe, and his Death ſeemed very near; fix MW 

the Ulcer had conſumed all the Bottom of his Belly, his 91 

Bowels were laid open, and daily rotting, and his Buttocks tha 

were over-run with Putrefaction. Some bold, but unhap- MW ” 

y Phyſicians, would not deſiſt; and tho* they had no We 

opes of Succeſs, yet they (till tried new Remedics; MW © 

which drove the Evil inwards, even through his Bones to Wl #%” 

the very Marrow, ſo that Worms began to breed within 2 
him. The Stench that came from him was ſo noyſome, 

that it was perceiv'd, not only over all the Palace, but in 

the very City likewiſe; and the Paſſages of his Urine and 

Excrements were now .mixt, all the Membranes being 

corroded that ſeparated them, He was devour'd by Ver- 

min, and the whole Maſs of his Body was turn'd into an 

_ univerſal Rottenneſs. Some living Creatures, and others 

that were boiled, were applied to the putrefied Parts, to | 

try if the Heat would draw out the Vermin; and this 

indeed opened a vaſt Hive of them; yet a ſecond Impo- 

ſtumation diſcovered a more prodigious Swarm, fo that 

his Bowels ſeemed to diſſolve all into Worms. A Drop- 

ſie join'd to all theſe Ills, did monſtrouſly disfigure his 

Body: All the upper Parts were quite exhauſted, and dried 

like a meer Skeleton cover'd with a dead Skin; but atthe 

ſame time all his lower Parts were ſwelled up like Bladders; 

ſo that the Shape of his Feet was ſcarce to beperceiv'd. With 

all theſe he had inſupportable Pains and Torments, greater 

than he had inflicted upon the Chriſtians, which cauſed 

him frequently to bellow out like a wounded Bull; and 

he often endeavour'd to kill himſelf, and cauſed ſeveral 

A. D. of his Phyſicians to be lain, becauſe their Medicines were 

1. ineffeQual, | | | 

Con. In all this dreadful Miſery, Galerizs languiſh'd a full 

5 Year; when at length his Conſcience was awaken'd, and 

"6. he was forc'd to give Praiſe, and make Confeſſion to the 

Latent. Supream God: So that in the Intervals of his Tormuny 

#leb, | | 4 he 0 
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he often cried out, That he wonld re-build the Church of 
Nicomedia, and that he would repair the Miſchiefs he had 
dine to the Chriſtians. Being in his laſt Agonies, and ha- 
ving conſulted Conſtantine and Licinins, he publiſh'd this 
following Edict in his and their Names. Among our o- 
ther Cares for the Advantage of the Publick, one was to re- 
duce all to the Obſervation of the ancient Laws and conſtant 
Diſcipline of the Romans; and particularly to oblige the 
Chriſtians, who had forſaken the Religion of their Fathers, 
1 return to a better Mind. Having obſerved that they, 
moved by their own Reaſons, had been guilty of a fliff and 
obſtinate Abandoning the Sanctiont of their þ abr. and 
that according to their . Humonrs, they were fra- 
ming new Laws, by which they might govern themſelves, and 
were * into Divikens, and forming 8 Aſſemblies, 
Upon which we iſſu'd out our Edits, obliging them to re- 
turn back to their firſt Inſtitutions, which had good Effedts 
on many; but ſtill great Numbers continu'd firm to their 
Ruler: and as on one ſide they did not offer a due Worſhip 
to the Gods, ſo on the other ſide they did not adore the God 
of the Chriſtians. We therefore having Regard to all theſe 
Things, and being mov'd by eur Princely Compaſſion, and 
our Conſtant Clemency towards all Men, have thought fit to 
extend this our Grace and Indulzence even to the Chriſtians : 
And therefore we do not only allow them to continue in their 
Religion, but permit them to hold Aſſemblies for their Mor- 
ſhip; provided they act nothing contrary to their eſtabliſh'd 
Diſcipline. In a particular Reſeript we will fignifie our 
Pleaſure to our Fudges for their Direction. In the mean 
Iime we expedt that the Chriſtians, i return to this our 
Favonr, ſhall ſupplicate their God for our Health, and the 
Proſperity of the Commonwealth; fo that they may ſtull hope 
to enjoy our Protection in their reſpectiue Habitations, This 
Edict was publiſhed in Nicomedia, in the laſt of April, 
where the Priſon-Doors were ſet open, and Donatus, with 
many other Chriſtiaus, ſet at Liberty. Yet all this did not 
wert the Judgments of God from Galerizs; his Putrefa- 
tion encreas'd, 'till it quite waſted his whole Subſtance; 
lv that a few Days after the Publication of his Edi& he 
elpired, having recommended his Wife and Son to Lici- 
mut, and put them into his Hands. This was the miſe- 
table End of that great Perſecutor Galerias, after an impi- 
ous Reign of a little above ſix Years, ſince the Reſignati- 
on of Diocletian. At his Death he left the Empire divi- 
&d among four; Conſtantine Emperor of Gaul, Spain, 
ritain, 
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Britain and Germany; Licinius his Succeſlor, Emperor of Bj 
the Provinces of Hyricam, Greece, and A/ia Minor; Maxi. 
min, Ceſar, but tince called Emperor of gypt and the 4 
Eaſt; and Maxentius, Uſurper, but fince called Emperor boi 
of Italy and Africk, tho' the latter was poſſeſt by auother 
Uſurper named Alexander. | aft 

Upon the News of the Death of Galerins, the Tyrant MI 31, 
Maximin in the Eaſt, vs'd all poſſible Expedition to en- in 
large his own Dominions, and in a ſhort time poſſeſꝰd WM the 
himſelf of Aſia and Bitibynia, which now belong'd to L. & 
cinius. This Succels ſo ſwell'd his Mind, that he became 


a more ſevere Oppreſſor of his Subjects and a more cruel! Af 
Perſecutor of the Chriſtians than before. I hat he might por 
reſtore declining Paganiſm, he commanded new 1 cmpies Afr 
to be erected in every City, and others with all Diligence fee 
to be repair d. He conſtituted great Numbers of Pries Ny 
for the Idols, and over them he appointed a Chieſt-Prieſt WM ate 
for every Province; which were diſtinguiſh'd not only by r.. 
their rich Habits, like the chief Officers of the Cour, WF nog 
but alſo by a military Guard of a conſiderable Body of cee 
Men. That Paganiſim might be univerſal, Maximin com- win 
manded all the Meat ſold in Markets to be fitſt offer hop 
to Idols, or to paſs through ſome Rites of Idolatry, ſo Def 
that none could eat of it, without being in ſome Manner lntet 
or other polluted with thoſe Abominations, Belides, he mot. 
. proceeded to the Commiſſion of all kinds of lewd and er who 
travagant Actions, pillag'd his Provinces with uareatons- hops 


ble Taxes and Impoſitions, and became an inſuppottab and! 
Burihen to Perfons of all Degrees and Profeſſions. in ai me 


his impious Practices he ſucceeded according to his Wiſes tg th 
only in thoſe againſt the Chr:/tiavs he was daily detcatcd Wl the ( 
for they continually deſpiſed his Fires and Swords, hl ceiv'c 
Racks and Engines, his Tortures and wild Beaſts; au befor. 
whitit he endeavour'd to deftroy the Sacred Scriptures edly 1 
they retsin'd them in their Souls, triumph'd and fun Ac, 
Hallelujah's out of them in the midit of the F latnes. U having 
ther Chriſtians, to whom he pretended to ſhew Merc ic w 
had their Eyes bor'd out, and ſome their Hands, or el perſec 
or their Nofes and Ears, cut off, as Marks of tntany WM Odin 
which they look'd upon as Scars more honourable, that nocen 
thoſe of the greateſt Commanders, Among the man rover 
that ſuffer'd Death, Lucian a renown'd Presbyter of 1M ut co, 
troch, was brought to Nricomedia, and having made uin 
Apology for his Religion in the Preſence of the Empete Bop 


) 


he wascommitted to Priſon, and then executed. Man 


| 
Þiſho! a 


Biſhops in the Eaſt alſo ſuffer'd, among whom was the 
celebrated Peter Biſhop of Alexandria, who was beheaded 
after he had gloriouſly perform'd the Duty of the See a- 
bout eleven Years. Upon his Death there was a Vacancy 
in the Biſhoprick for above a Year. In the ſame Year, 
after a Vacancy of about nine Months, Miltiades, or 
Melchiades, ſucceeded in the Biſhoprick of Rome ; he con- 
tinued about two Years and an half in the See, and was 
the zilt Biſhop of Rome after the Apoſtles St. Peter and 
St. Pau]. 

In this Year Alexander, after four Years Uſurpation of 
Africk, was ſubdu'd, and the Province reduc'd to the 
Power of Maxentins at Rome. For a confiderable Space 
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rich, and the Weſtern Parts of the Empire had been Oprer. 
freed from Perſecution ; but now Diſturbances of another St. Aug. 


Nature began to ariſe in the Church of Carthage, which 
afterwards prov'd a vaſt Miſchief to the Church in gene- 

ral, They began ſoon after the Death of Meuſurius Bi- 
ſhop of Carthage, when ſeveral Perſons deſiring to ſuc- 
ceed in his See, aſſembled the neighbouring Biſhops to or- 
din a Biſhop of Carthage, without citing thither the Bi- 
ſhops of Numidia, as had been uſual in ſuch Caſes, The 

WW Dclign of theſe Perſons did not ſucceed according to their 
IM lnentions; for not one of them was choſen Biſhop, but 
another Perſon nam'd Cæcilian, Arch-deacon of Carthage, 
who was ordain'd by Felix Biſhop of Aptangrs. The Bi: 
hops of Numidia being offended at their being lighted, 
and not call'd to this * and being ſollicited by 
I ſome Enemies of Cæcilian, repair'd this Year to Carthage, 
to the Number of Seventy. They durſt not enter into 
the Church where Cæcilian had Poſſeſſion; but being re- 
ceiv'd by thoſe who call'd them, they cited him to appear 
defore them, and defend himſelf, This Biſhop undaunt- 
edly reply'd, That if there were any Profs againſt him, the 
Accuſer might appear and produce them; but his Enemies 
taving nothing perſonal to object againſt him, accus'd Fe- 
ks who had ordain'd him, of being a Taditor in the late 
"Fl Perſecution, and therefore incapable of beſtowing a valid 
8 Urdination upon him. Cec:liax either miltruſting the In- 
bocence of Helix, or unwilling to enter upon this Con- 
tovertie, made Anſwer to his Enemies, That if Felix had 
wt conferr'd upon him Epiſcopal Orders, he ſubmitted to be 
wdatn'd by them a ſecond Time, Upon which, Parpurins 
Bp of Limara, a ſubtle Projector, adviſed thole of his 
Party, to make a Shew of accepting this Propoſition, and 
when 
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when Cecilia ſhould come to receive Ordination, inſtead de 
of laying Hands on him, they ſhould put him under th 
the Cenſure of Penance; which Advice had been exe-M in 
cuted, had not Cæcilian been detain'd by his Friends, who ad 
would not ſuffer him to truſt himſelf to the Fury of his MW th 
Enemies. Upon his not appearing, the Biſhops of Num- lar 
dia condemn'd him, and ordain'd Majorinus in his Room, Pr 
alledging three Reaſons for the Deprivation of Cæcilian: WM pli 
Firſt, becauſe he refuſed to appear before the Council; Af 
Secondly, becauſe he had been ordain'd by Traditors; and for 
Thirdly, becauſe being Arch-Deacon, ſay they, he hid hin- 


der'd the carrying Victuals to the Martyrs in Priſon. A.- En: 
ter the Biſhops had ſeverally pronounc'd their Sentences WM his 
againſt Cecilian, and ordain'd Majorinus Biſhop of C- and 
thage, they ſent a Circular Letter to all the Biſhops of W wo 
Africk; exhorting them to ſeparate themſelves ſrom the W mat 
Communion of Cecilia. But notwithſtanding this Letter, W ueſl 
and all their Endeavours, Cæcilian continu'd in his See, WM fide 
and in Communion with a great Part of the Biſhops of Ml ties, 
Africa, and with all the other Biſhops of the World; who WM and 
looking upon the Proceedings againſt him as violent and ther 
unjuſt, declar'd themſelves in his Favour, and againſt the WW mak 
Namidians, who had now made a Schiſm in the Church. in t 
This was the Beginning of the famous Schiſm and Fadi- anſy 
on of the Dozatits, which for a long time caus'd ſuch WM that 
great Diſturbances in the Church. — 
om 

V. A great Part of the Roman Empire now lay under lemn 


intolerable Miſeries and Afflictions, as Famines, Peltilences WF being 
and ſuch like Calamities; and likewiſe the horrid Cruel - vout 
ties and Oppreſſions of the two T'yrants Maximin in te Sun 
Eaft, and Maxentins in Rome, The Inſolencies and Ou ſudde 
rages of the latter came daily to the Ears of Conſtantine in the þ 
Gaul, whom God had now deſigu'd for a glorious Deli: about 
verer, and a noble Triumpher in his Cauſe, This greg was 
Man being ſollicited by an Embaſly ſent to him by the 5e-M were 

nate and People of Rome, took up a Reſolution worthy and C 
of ſo generous a Mind, to march againſt Maæentius, andi look” 
free the City from the Tyrannies and Extravagancies o unfor: 
that Uſurper. Accordingly, having taken upon him the what 

Title of Magnus, in the latter End of the Year 311, he ppear 
enter'd Italy with an Army of about 95000 Foot and 50 which 
Horſe; and in the following Year againſt all Oppoſition him tc 
he advanc'd almoſt up to the Walls of Rome. Not long 


after his ingaging in this Expedition, like a good and * 
den 
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dent Man, he began to conſider of ſome Aſſiſtance beyond 
the meer Strength and Courage of his Forces; and kuow- 
ing that there was great Variety of Deities at that Time 
ador'd in the World, his firſt Care was to learn which of | 
theſe to fix upon, and implore as his Protector and tute- 
lar Guardian, He obſerv'd the fatal Miſcarriages of his 
Ppredeceſſors, who had violently ſtood up for the Multi- 
plicity of Gods, had repos'd entire Confidence in their 
Aſſiſtance, and courted their Favour by all the formal and 
fond Rites of Worſhip; that notwithſtanding their Zeal, . 
their Wars had been generally ———— and their 

| 


> OO 


Ends unfortunate and untimely : On the contrary, That 
his Father had acknowledg'd and ador'd one only God, 
and him the Supreme Governor of the World, who had 
wonderfully proſper'd his Undertakings, and given him 1 
many illuſtrious Inſtances of a Divine Power and Good- 
neſs, through the whole Series of his Life. Theſe Con- 
fiderations made him reſolve to lay aſide the vulgar Dei- 
ties, by which the World had been ſo long impos'd upon, 
and to adhere only to the God of his Father; to whom 
therefore he humbly addreſt himſelf, beſeeching him to 
make himſelf known to him, and to effectually aſſiſt him 
in this Expedition, And Heaven heard his Prayer, and 
anſwer'd it in a Manner ſo ſurpriſing and miraculous, 
that Euſebius, who relates the Hiſtory, acknowledges, that 
it would not have been credible, if he had not receiv'd it 
from the Emperor's own Mouth, who publickly and ſo- 
WT |emnly ratity'd the Truth of it with his Oath. The Army 
being near Kome, and the Emperor imploy'd in theſe de- 
cbt Ejaculations, near the 27th Day ot October, and the 
dun declining about three a-clock-in the Afternoon, there 
ſuddenly appear'd a Pillar of Light in the Heavens in 
12 the Faſhion of a Croſs, with this plain Inſcription on, or 
bout it, TOYTQNIK A, Iz this overcome. Cunſtantine 
Avas not a little ſurpriz'd at this ſtrange Spectacle, as alſo 
"x were the whole Army that beheld jt; and the Officers 
ud Commanders, prompted by the Augurs and Arxſpices, 
a look'd upon it as an inauſpicious Omer, portending an 
1" unfortunate Expedition. The Emperor himſelf knew not 
ei what uſe to make of it, 'till at Night our bleſſed Saviour 
e appear'd to him in a Vifion with the Croſs in his Hand, 
nich he had ſhew'd him the Day before, commanding 
zug him to make a Royal Standard like that which he had ſeen 
28080 the Heavens, and cauſe it to be continually carry'd be- 
"WF fore him in Wars, as an EnGgn both of Victory and Safety. 
vo. II. | U Early 
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Early in the next Morning, Conſtantive informed his 0 
Friends What had hapned, and ſending immediately for H 
Workmen, fate down by them, and deſcribd'd to them the th 
Form of the Standard, which he commanded them to make Wi 
With the moſt *xquifite Art and Magniticence; and accord- up 
ingly they made it after this manner: A long Spear plated WW dir 
over with Gold, with a traverſe Piece at the Top a little Vi 
oblique, in the Faſhion of a Croſs; to which Croſs piece ar 
Was faſtned a four-ſquare Curtain of Purple, embroider'd he 
and belet with Gold and precious Stones, which reflected W 
a moſt amazing Luſtre, and towards the Top of it were MW wb 


pictur'd the Emperor in the Midſt of his two Sons. On der 
the Top of the Shaft above the Croſs ſtood a Crown over- ill 
laid with Gold and Jewels, within which was placed the 


ſacred Symbol, namely the two firſt Letters of Chriſt's F 
Name in Greek, X and P, the one being ſtruck through 8 
the other thus 1 This Device he afterwards wore in = 
his Shields, as not only appears from Exſebixs, but alſo u 
' from the Coins extant at this Day. This Imperial Stan- ud 
dard in all his Wars was carry'd before him: and in Imi- WC 
tation of this he caus'd Banners, which they call'd Labara, Mud 
to be made for the reſt of his Army, which were conti- o' 
an'd by his Chriſtians Succeſſors, tho' not always in the {Wjour 
exact Form. The Pag an Writers make no expreſs Men- ids 
tion of the Famous Apparition of the Croſs, as it is na- N. 
taral to expect from them: But they confeſs and acknow- Wim; 
ledge, that it was a curtant and uncontradifted Report in fes, 
the Mouths of all, that before this Emperor's great En- m 
gagement, an Army in the Air was ſeen to come dow gr 
trom Heaven, Perſons of great Strength and Stature, with ]Wltoc 
vigorous and chearful Looks, and bright flaming Armour, . 
who were heard to ſay, e ſeek for — we are kus, 
come to aſſiſt him; as the Heathen Orator aſſures us in that Ne Cit 
very Oration, wherein he congratulated the Victory. C Numer 
ſtantine had an extraordinary Curioſity to be further in- W'vrle, 
ſtructed iu theſe Divine Significations; and therefore call- d na 


ing for ſome Chriſtian Biſhops, demanded of them, #/» ere 
this God was, and what was meant by this Sign? They in- er, ti 
form'd him, That the Perſon who had done this, was the 
only begotten San of the only true God; the Sign that ap- 
feared to him, was the Symbol of Immortality, aud the Tre 
phy of thas Victory which this God, while he was upon 
kt.arth, had gained over Death: After which, they ei- 
plain'd to him the Reaſons of his coming _ from 

caven 
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Heaven, and the State of his Incarnation, and undertakirg 
the Cauſe of loſt Mankind. He heard their Ditcourſes 
with fingular Plealure and Satisfaction, but kept himſelf 
vpon the Reſerve, like a wary and politick Man, not yiel- 
ding too much at firſt : He often compar'd the Heavenly 
Vition, with what they had diſcourſed to him upon that 
Argument, and the more he did ſo, the greater Satisfaction 
he receiv*d; not doubting but that in due time God would 
more perfectly diſcover theſe Things to him; in order to 
which, he reſolv'd at leiſure Hours to peruſe the Hol 
Scriptures. But in this he kept his Thoughts to himſelt, 
wil * might with all Safety declare them publickly to the 
World. 

Furniſh'd with theſe pious Reſolutions, Conſtantine pro- _ 
ceeded with all the Skill and Courage of an excellent Zs. 
Commander. In the mean Time Maxentius in Rome had 
wandon'd himſelf to Eaſe and Luxury, as well as Charms 
and Inchantments, dividing his Hours between Pleaſure 
and Superſtition. He never went out of the Walls of 
the City, and ſeldom out of the Palace; ſo extreamly idle 
and unactive, that to remove into the Salaſtian Gardens, 
tho" to enjoy a freſh Scene of Pleaſure, was accounted a 
Journey and an Expedition, as a certain Orator juſtly re- 
lets upon him. But Conſtantive now approaching, he 
law that he muſt of neceſſity leave the City, and meet 
lim; and therefore he plied the Altars with various Sacri- 
tices, and commanded the Sibylline Oracles to be ſearch'd; 
rom which the Anſwer brought him, was, That that Day 
great Enemy of Rome ſhould periſh ; all which he un- 

eiltood of Conſtantine, and apply'd the Succels to him- 
elt, and the rather becauſe it was then his Birth-Day. 
hus, putting all Things in the beſt Poſture, he quitted 
de City, and came out againſt Conſtantine with a far more 
umetous Army, conlilting of 170000 Foot and 15000 
orſe, a great Part of whom being Romans and [talians, 
d having lo ſeverely felt of his Tyranny, delir'd nothing 
nore than to fee him fall at his Enemies Feet, How- 
fer, the Engagement was fierce and bloody, *till Victory 


he Wing hover'd for ſome Space, reſted on Conſtantine's 
-e; for the Enemy's Cavalry being routed, the whole 
-i ded, and hoping to eſcape the neareſt Way by a 


Vage ot Boats which Maxentixs had built over the Jyber, 
nd had contriv'd it with ſecret Springs and Engines to 
own Conſtantine if he pals'd that Way, were caught in 
ir Own Snare, and fell into the Pit they had digged tot 
U 3 others: 
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others: For the Engines giving way, the Boats parted, and 
over-preſt with the Weight of the Company, ſunk to the 
Bottom of the River, and Maxentizs himſelf along with 
them, whoſe Body being found, his Head was ſtricken 
off, and carry'd triumphantly upon a Pole before the Ar. 
my. And this was the deſerved End of an impious Ty- 
rant and bloody Perſecutor, after he had uſurp'd and pol. 
ſeſs'd a great Part of the Koman Empire for a little aboy 
ſix Years. 
Conſtantine having obtain'd this compleat Victory, made 

a triumphant Entry into the City, being met by the Se. 
nate, Nobility, and infinite Throngs of People, whoſe 
chearful Faces, and loud Acclamations ſufficiently teſti. 
fy'd the Senſe they had of their great Deliverance, pub- 

lickly ſtiling him Their Saviour, Redeemer, and Author if 
their Huppineſs, But Conſtantine would attribute nothing 
to his own Power and Policy, but all to the Bounty of 
Heaven; therefore the firſt Thing he did, was to ſet up a 
ſtanding Monument of his Gratitude to that God, by 
whoſe Aſſiſtance he had gain'd the Victory, which he did 
by erecting a Statue to him in the moſt conſpicuous Pat 
of the City, holding in his Hand a long Spear in Form 

of a Croſs, with the ſame Inſcription he had ſeen in the 

Heavens, and alſo another Inſcription in the Baſis, inti- 

mating, That under the Influence of that victorious Croſs, 

© he had delivered the City of Rome from the Yoke of J. 

© rannical Power, and had reſtored to the Senate and Pei 

© ple their ancient Splendor and Glory, Several other Mo- 

numents with Inſcriptions were erected for him, of which 

Remains are ſtill to be found among the Antiquities 0 

Rome, particularly at the Foot of Mount Palatine, a tri- 

umphal Arch, whereon this great Deliverance is acknow 

ledg'd to have been wrought * by the Impulſe and Aſſiſtant 

2 of God, as well as the Courage and Puiſſance of Conſtan 

© tine, From this Year began that noted Ara, or Petio! 

of Time call'd The IN DIC T1ON; and about this Time 

we are aſſured, that Conſtantine commanded by public 

Edict, that no Man for the future ſhould ſuffer the Deat 

of the Croſs, which *till now was look'd upon as tht 

moſt ignominious of all others. Having ſetled Afﬀairs 

Kome, and endear'd himſelf to all ſorts of Perſons, t( 

ſhew himſelf grateful for the Benefits he receiv'd, he gt 

dually and more openly declar'd himſelf for the Cyriſtian 

and this Year he and his Colleague Licinius publiſh'd th 

firſt Law in favour of them, and ſent a Copy of it te 
a Maxim 


Maxiniin in the Eaſt, declaring their miraculous Progreſs, 

and expecting that he ſhould follow their Example. This 

made Maximin extreamly uneaſie, who being neither wil- 

ling to grant, nor yet daring enough to deny their Deſires, 

ſuppreſt their Edict, and directed a Reſcript to Sabinus, 

k Cetring forth the Care and Pains his Predeceſſors Dio- 

© cletian and Maximian had uſed to ſecure their Religion 

© againſt the Incroachments of Chriſtranity; that at his 

© coming laſt Year to Nicemedia, he had been ſollicited 

© both there and in other Places, that no Chr:i/tian might 

be ſuffer d to inhabit their City : However, his Pleaſure 

© was, that the Governors of Provinces ſhould uſe no Se- 

verity againſt the Cyriſtians, but treat them with all 

© Mildneſs and Moderation, and try by ſach Methods to 

| reduce them to the Worſhip of the Gods, which if any 

would hearken to. they ſhould be molt readily receiv'd ; 

but if they had rather perlilt in their own Religion, they 

* ſhould be left to their own Freedom. This Reſcript, as 

it was extorted, ſo it was ſo ſtraightened, that it loſt 

moſt of its Effect. The Chriſtians knew the Zeal and 

Fierceneſs of this Man's Lemper too well to truſt him, 

no Proviſion being made in it for their Churches, but on- 

ly a general Indemnity from Trouble ; they durſt neither 

build Churches, nor hold publick Aſſemblies, nor for the 

preſent ſafely profeſs themſelves Chri/tians, but kept upon 

their Guard, waiting for a more fit and favourable Seaſon. 

In theſe Times the See of Alexandria being vacant ſome- 

„bat above a Year, Ach:i//as was made Biſhop of the Place, 

"MW who held this Dignity not above five Months before he 

died, and was ſucceeded in the Year 313 by the celebra- 

ed Alexander, who worthily fill'd the See about 13 Years, 

i * was the 19th Biſhop of Alexandria after the Evangeliſt 

(ot. Mar. | 

n the mean Time Conſtantine daily proceeded in his Eu. 

o Kindneſſes to the Chriſtians, receiv'd their Biſhops with Celan. 

al due Honour and Reſpect, taking them with him in his 

Journies, and often entertaining them at his own Table, 

All which the Pagans beheld with an envious and malig- 

tant Eye, as what portended the fatal Declenſion, if not 

be final Deſtruction of their Religion, This was no ſmall 

oncern to Maximin in the Eaſt, or even to old Diocle- 

an, who liv'd long enough to ſee all his former great 

nd deep Deſigns blaſted and ruined. But what moſt near- 

affected him, was Conſtantines Orders to pull down all 

e ſeveral Pictures and Statues of old Maximian, Now 
U 3 Diocle- 


Chap. VIII CONSTAN. &c. the 41ſt Rom Emp. 693 


— 


2. 


1 * —— — —é 


——— 


—— 2 — = 


— 


— 
- —— ö— — 


— 


. — nas os ——— ——— ——  ——— OT * 
— : : — a 
* — 
* . 5 = 132 — — — 8 > 


694 


A „ . 
[ 
Got. 
7 


- 


2. 
Frſeh, 
Laitam. 


Z fim. 


Devotion, with numerous and pompous Sacrifices, peculiat 


Cent. IV. Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory. Book Ill. 


Diocletian's Statues and his being always coupled together, | 
the Diſgrace of the one drew that of the other after it. 

Diocletian ſeeing this Aﬀront put upon his Statues, which 

no Emperor before him had ever ſeen in his own Time, 

and being overpreſt with a Load of Grief and Guilt, he 

reſolv'd to put an End to his Unquietneſs. The Hand of 
Heaven began now to be viſibly upon him; ſo that he was 
in a perpetual Uneaſineſs, and could neither eat nor ſleep; 
but was heard to ſigh and groan continually, and was of- 
ten ſeen in Tears, ſometimes tumbling on the Bed, and 
other times on the Ground. Thus he who had govern'd 
the World with no ſmall Reputation, above twenty Years, 
was now fo dejected, diſpirited and mortify'd, that he 
dy'd partly of Hunger, and partly through Anguiſh and 
Madneſs. This hapaed on the 3d Day of December 312, 
above ſeven Years after his Reſignation of the Empire, and 
in the 65th Year of his Age. 


VI Thus proſperous was the State of Chriſtianity, 
and now nothing obſtructed its Progreſs and full Polel- 
fion of the World, but the Power of Maximin in the Eft, 
Conſtantine, to Carty on the great Work, thought it conve- 
nient to ſtrengthen his Alliance with Licinius, and to give him 
his Siſter Conſtantia in Marriage; and having ſetled the 
; ffairs .of Rome, he departed for Milan in the Beginning 
ot this Year, where the Nuptials were ſolemniz'd. In 
this City in the Month of March, the two Emperors if[u'd 
out ſeveral Laws and Edicts in favour of the Chr:i/t:ans, 
to reſtore them to their tormer Eſtates, to grant them 
new Privileges, to exempt the Clergy from all Civil and 
Secular Offices, which had hitherto been a ſevere Opprel4 
licn to them, with many other Advantages of the like 
Nature, Theſe Things were a dreadful Mortification to 
the Gentiles, who were ſtill more confirm'd in their Feats] 
and Apprehentions, when they ſaw that Conſtantine neg 
lected the Celebration of the Grand Secular Games, which 
according to the uſual Courſe, were to have been ſolem 
niz'd this Year Theſe Games were wont to be kept to 
three Days and Nights with uncommon Magnificence and 


and appropriated Hymns, and a long Train of other Pe 
ganiſn Ceremonies, Therefore the Emperor's Neglect o 
theſe ſolemn Acts occalion'd a ſevere Cenſure from thi 
Gentiles, who not only lock'd upon it as an Argument 0 
his Averſion to their Religion, but exclaim'd againſt it © 
; | peri 


pernicious to the State, and that which drew down the Ven- 
geance of the Gods upon it, 

In the mean Time Maximin accounting it a Diſhonour 
to be inferior to Conſtantine and Licinius, made all poſli- 
ble Preparations, and march'd with his Army out of i 
during the Winter Sezſon ; and having harrals'd his Army 
with long Marches, he arciv'd at Bithynia. The Seafon 
was ſo ſevere, and the Ways made ſo deep by Snow and 
Rains, that partly with Cold and partly with hard Labour, 
he loſt all or moſt of his Horſe; ſo that where-ever he 
march'd, he might have been trac'd by them; which was 
a very ill Omen to his Men. Nor did he (top within his 
own Limits, but having croſs'd the Straits at Thrace, he 
ſat down before Byzaztiam ; where being a Garriſon be- 
longing to Licinius, he ſtudy'd firſt to corrupt the Soldiers 
by Prelents and Promiſes, and then to terrifie them by 
Ihreatnings; but neither the one nor the other were effe- 
Cual, 'til! Lime and Want of Succours oblig'd them to 
ſurrender, From thence he advanc'd to Heraclia and Pe- 
rinthus, where he underſtood that Liciuius was coming 
down to oppoſe him, and was got as far as Adrianople. 
Licinins had drawn together what Forces his ſhort Time 
would permit, and march'd towards Maximin with De- 
ſign rather to ſtop his Progreſs, than to engage in any A- 
tion; for, as he did not intend to fight, ſo he had no 
Proſpect of Victory, ſince he had not now above 30000 
Men, and Maximin was at the Head of an Army of 7000 
Men. While the two Armies were ſo near each other, 
that it was natural to expect a ſpeedy Decifion on the E- 
nemy's Side, Maximin made a Vow to Jupiter, That if 
he got the Victory, he wou'd utterly extirguiſh the very 
Name of a Chriſtian, On the other Side, an Angel ap- 
pear'd to Liciaius in his Sleep, and order'd him to riſe 
immediately, and join with his whole Army in calling up- 
on the Great God, promiſing him an aſſur'd Victory upon 
his Performance. At the ſame time, he dreamt that after 
this he aroſe, and that the Angel dictated to him the very 
Words he ſhould ule in his Prayer. As ſoon as he was a- 
Wake, he call'd for one of his Secretaries, and order'd him 
to write down the Words as following, * We pray to 
* thee, O great God; we pray to thee, O holy God; we 
commit the Juſtice of our Cauſe to thee; we commit 
* Our Lives to thee; we commit this our Empire to thee, 
* It is by thee that we live; our Conqueits and our Hap- 


* pineſs proceed from thee: O thou great and good God, 
Us; © hear 
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© hear our Prayers; we ſtretch out our Hands to thee : Hear 
cus therefore, thou holy and great God. Many Copies 
were immediately made of this Prayer, which were ſent a- 
bout to all the Officers, and were required to make their 
Soldiers get it by heart, This highly rais'd the Courage of 
the whole Army, who now look'd upon the Victory as cer- 
tain, ſince it was foretold in ſo uncommon and divine a 
Manner. | 

Maximin confiding in his Numbers and his Gods, re- 
ſolv'd to give Battel before the firſt of May, which was the 
Anniverſary of his coming to the Empire, that he might ce- 
lebrate that Day with greater Pomp, when he had defeated 
his Enemy. When Licinius heard that Maæimin's Army was 
advancing, he likewiſe drew out his; ſo that they were in 
View of each other. Upon their near Approach, Licinius's 
Men laid down their Shields and Head-pieces upon the 
Ground, and with Hands and Eyes lifted up to Heaven, 
offer'd up that Prayer they had been taught, the Emperor 
himſelf beginning, and the Officers and Soldiers following 
him in it; which was pronounc'd ſo loud, that the other 
Army heard the Sound of it. The Prayer was three times 
repeated, which animated the Soldiers to the utmoſt Degree, 
and having put on their Helmets, and taken up their Shields, 
fearleſly expected the Enemy. The two Ernperors parly'd 
a While; but Maximin would hearken to no Propoſals of 
Peace, deſpifing Licinius, and not doubting but his Men 
would deſert him, becauſe he was more ſparing of his Boun- 
ty than himſelf. The Signals being given, Licinius, fup- 
ported by a Divine Aſſurance, began the Battel with great 
Vigour, and the Enemy was immediately ſo diſorder'd and 
contounded, that they could neither draw their Swords, nor 
throw their Darts. Maximin ran about on all Sides, uſing 
all the Methods of Perſwaſion to procure Licinius's Soldi- 


ers to come over to him, but all in vain; for being ſe- 


verely preſt upon, he was ſoon oblig'd to retire himſelf, 
His Army fell before the other, without being able to make 
Reſiſtance, and his vaſt Body of Men were mow'd down 
by a Handful on the other Side, They ſeem'd to have 
torgot their Quality, their Courage, and their former Ex- 
ploits; and the Hand of God was vilible in deliyering 
them over to the Mercy of their Enemies, as if they had 
come into the Field for Execution, and not for Battel. 
This melancholy Sight caus'd Maximin to throw away 
his purple Robe, and fly in the Habit of a Slave; having 
firſt the Mortification of ſeeing one Half of his Army — 

ſtroy'd. 
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troy'd, and the other Half ſurrender'd. And fince the 
Emperor had deſerted his Soldiers, they were not aſham'd 
of deſerting his Intereſt, In a Night and a Day he got a 
hundred and threeſcore Miles, to Nicomedia; where having 
taken his Wife, and Sons, and ſome few of his Domeſticks, 
he departed towards the Eaſt. He ſtopt at Cappadocia, 
where he re-aſſum'd the Purple, having gather'd together 
ſome Soldiers, partly of his own Stragglers, and partly of 
ſome Troops of the Eaſtern Provinces. 

Licinius, after he had diſtributed a Part of his Army into Lada. 
Quarters, croſs'd the Straits, and with the reſt of his Men 
went over into Bythynia. When he enter'd into Nicomedia, 
he offer'd up Publick Thankſgivings to God, by whoſe Aid 
he had obtain'd this ſignal Victory: And on the 13th of June, 
Cmſtantine and he being in their third Conſulſhip, he pub- 
imd the ſame Edict at Nicomedia, as had been publiſh'd at 
Milan a few Months before. This Edict was very much in 
favour of the Chriſtians; and to confirm it, Licinius by ver- 
dal Inſtructions urg'd all Perſons to ſeethe Churches of the 
Chriſtians reſtor'd to them. And thus ended entirely the 
tenth and laſt General Perſecution of the Church, which 
from the Beginning of it, Feb. 23. 303. that is, from the De- 
moliſhing of the Church of Nicumedia, to the Rebuilding 
of it,, were ten Years and near four Months. 

Maximin having return'd with Diſgrace into his own Pro- El. 
jinces, he firſt in a furious Paſſion deſtroy'd many Prieſts x. 
ad Prophets belonging to thoſe Gods he ador'd, looking 
won them as Betrayers and Impoſtors, ſince they had en- 
gd him in a deſtructive War. He now began to be ſenſi- 
de of the Power of the God of the Chr:i/t:ans, and by way of 
wiation, iſſu'd out a Decree, much more favourable than 
s former, wherein he allow'd the Rebuilding of their 
hurches, and order'd the Reſtoration of their Eſtates. Still 
e fled before Licinius, and poſſeſt himſelf of the narrow 
aſſages of Mount Taurus, where he built Forts to hinder 
he March of his Enemy. Finding this ineffectual, he took 
Compaſs to the Right Hand, and fled to Tarſus; but be- 
Ig in Danger of being ſhut up there both by Sea and Land, 
bd ſeeing no Proſpect of eſcaping, his fearful Apprehenſi- 
Ins, and the Anguiſh of his Mind, made him ſeek for Death 
the only Remedy againſt thoſe Evils, with which the 
engeance of Heaven had purſu'd him. He firſt eat and 
ank to a great Exceſs, as was uſual to ſome who reckon it 
tir laſt Meal, and then took Poiſon ; but his Stomach be- 
g over-charg'd, that had no preſent Operation on — 

ut 
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but inſtead of diſpatching him in a ſhort time, it threw him 
into a lingring Torment, not unlike that of the Plague; by 
which his Lite was far lengthned out, and made miſerable 
to the utmoſt Degree, The Poiſon now began to work 
violently upon him, and as an inviſible Fire, gradually con- 
ſum'd his Vitals, and his inſufferable Pains threw him into a 
Phrenſie ; ſo that for four Days time he eat Earth, which 
he dug up with his Hands, and ſwallow'd greedily. This 
Fire waſted and melted away his Fleſh, and theentire Shape 
and Figure of his former Beauty quite diſappear'd. The 
Violence of his Pains became 1o intolerable, that he ran 
his Head againſt a Wall with ſuch a Fury, that his Eyes 
ſtarted out of their Places. But as he loſt the Sight of his 
Eyes, a Viſion was — to his Imagination, as ſtand- 
ing to be judg'd by God, who ſeem'd to have Armies of 
Niniſters about him, all in ſplendid Garments; at the Sight 
of which, he cry'd out as if he had been put on the Rack, 
That it was others, and not him, that were to blame! Ye al- 
terwards he confeſt his own Guilt, which was extorted from 
him by the exquiſite T'orments he ſuſtain'd. He call'd upon 
Jeſus Chriſt, and with Floods of Tears begg'd that he wou'd} 
have Pity on him: Hegroan'd and roar'd out with the Heat 
of his inward Flames, and having fully acknowledg'd, That 

. theſe Suffering! were due for his Contempt and Preſumption 
againſt Chriſt, he breath'd out his Soul in the molt dreadful 
Manner imaginable. This 1 in the Month of Au. 
guſt, and was the juſt Death of a bloody Tyrant, and bar- 
barous Perſecutor of the Church, after he had reign'd in 
the Eaſt above eight Years, 

The Death of Maximin put a Period to all the Trou: 
bles of the Chriſtians; and this was the great Epocha, when 
Chriſtianity ttiumphantly got Poſſeſſion of the T hrones ot 
Princes, and to its own Native Power obtain'd the additio- 
nal Strength of Human Laws and Conſtitutions: in which 
State, tho*different Degrees of Succeſs and Splendor, it has 
ever ſince continu'd. As to the real Manner, and the gra- 
dual Methods obſerv'd in this Eſtabliſhment, thoſe are out 
of the Compals of this Work; which we conceive has an- 
ſwer'd its Title and End, by ſhewing the State of Criſtiann 
ey till the firſt Eſtabliſhment of it by Human Laws. 
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ſtians gog. He writes in favour of the Chriſtians, 506. His 
Fourney into the Faſt, ibid, He is initiated at Athens, and makes 
* Commodus his Partner, 07. His laſt Advices and Death, 516, 

An' oninus Pius he 16th Roman Emperor 469. His great Vertues, 
4709. His Regulations, 471. His Edict in favour of the Chriſtians, 
475. His Death. 480. 

Appelles, and his Hereſy, 518. | 

Appollinaris writes an Apology for the Chriſtians, 508. 

5 his Succeſs in the Mmiſiry, 297. 

Apoſtles, their Fourney and Preaching, 118. Their Return, 120, 
Their Flight 196. They work many Miracles, 229. Are impri- 
ſon d by the Sanhedrim, but are freed by an Angel, 230. Are 
threatned with Death, 241. Their general Diſperſion, 272. They 
divide the World by Lot, ibid. Their Creed and Canons, ibid. 

Apollonius, a Chriſtian Writer, 554. 

Apollonius, a Senator, ſuffers Martyrdom, 521. 

Apollonius Tyanzus, :he Magician, brought before Domitian, 4.10, 
His Death, 418. 

The Apotactes, Hereticks. 500. 

Aquila tranſlates the Bible into Greek, 468. 

Archelaus own'd Succeſſor to Herod, 54. He is oppos'd by his Coun- 
try-Men, 56. He is depriv'd and baniſh'd by Auguſtus, 59. 

Archelaus, Biſhop of Chaſchara, 646. 

The Archonticks, Hereticks, 542. | 

Aretas of Arabia overthrows Herod the Tetrarch, 244. 

Ariſtides writes his Apology, 457. 


Arnobius Converted, 660. He defends the Chriſtian Religion, r Z 
c- 
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iades, the 9th Biſhop of Antioch, 554+ 

— celebrated Chriſtian, 618. 8 

Athenagoras, with Miltiades, pe their Apologies, Fog. 

Auguſtus, Emperor of Rome, his Character, 46. His general Tax- 
ation, ibid. His Troubles, 58. He refuſes the Title of Lord, ibid. 
His Regulations, 61. His Death, G2. 

Avilus, the third Biſhop of Alexandria, 406. 

Aurelian, the 35th Roman Emperor, 636. His ſevere and vigo- 
rous Reign, hed. His Succeſs againſt the Northern Nations, a- 
gainſt Zenobia, 638, 639. His further Succeſs and Triumph, 640. 
Le begins the ninth Perſecution, and is ſlain, 641, 642. 


B 


Abilas the 12th Biſhop of Antioch, 581. 

Bardalenes and his Hereſie, 503. 
The Epiſtle of Barnabas written, 393. 
Barſimæus Martyr'd, 445. 
St. Bartholomew's Death, 394. 
Baſilides Converted, 545. 
Believers ſell their Eſtates for the Common-good, 228. when firſt di- 

ſpers'd, 238. when firſt obtain d the Name of Chriſtians, 264. 

Beryllus confuted by Origen, 586. 
The Siege of Bether, 464. 
The Biſheps of the Circumciſion, 466. 


C 


86 made High- Prieſt, 64. He Propheſies of Chriſt's Death, 
167. 

Caius Biſhop of Rome, 657. 

Califtus the 15th Biſhop of Rome, 571. 

Caligula he 41h Roman Emperor, 246. He grows unſupportable, and 
is ſlain, 258. 

cl Partner in the Empire with Severus, 535. He is the 224 
Roman Emperor, 551. His and Geta's unhappy Government, he 
kills his Brother Geta, 555. His horrid Ads and Cruelty. 556. 
He Travels into Gaul, ibid. His Fourneys, and is tormented with 
Ghoſts, 558. His deteſtable Actions at Alexandria, and in the 
Eaſt, and is ſlain, 559, 560. 

The Cainites, 432. 

Carinus, and Numerian join d with him, 650. Carinus overthrown 
and ſlain, 652. 

The firſt Council of Carthage, 600. the ſecond, 6og. the third, 610. 
the fourth and fifth, 612. the ſixth and ſeventh Council of Carthage, 
G14. 

The ratians, 460. 


Carus the 38th Roman Emperor, 648, His Succeſſes and Death, 650. 
Caſſws's Revolt and Death, 506, y * . 
Dion 
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Dion Caſſius writes his Hiſtory, 573. 
Celadion 9th Biſhop of Alexandria, 476. 
Century the firſt concluded, 429. the . 
Cerdo the 4th Biſhop of Alexandria, 422. 

Ceſtius Gallus attacks Jeruſalem, 357. He retires with great hiſs, 
ibid. 

Chriſt's Genealogy, 42. 

Chriſtian Church. its firſt Eſtabliſhment and Form, 224. Fudaixing 
Chriſtians diſturb the Church, 281. Chriſtians return to Jeruſalem, 
293. their Increaſe, 406. State of the Church, 432. The Chri- 

ſtians fly to Pella, 356. They are barbarouſly treated in Alexandria, 
591. They are made Captives, and their Succeſs, 63 3, 634. The 
Chriſtians favoured, 654. Their Increaſe and many Corruptions, 662. 

The Council of Cirtha, 673. 

Claudius the th Roman Emperor, 259. He is poyſon'd, 300. 

3 the 3 iſt Roman Emperor, his Excellencies, Succeſſes and 
Death, 635. | | 

Clemens —— ſucceeds Pantænus in the Government of the 
Catechetick School; he writes his Exhortation to the Geitiles, 524. 
He writes his Stromata, 529. He retires from Alexandria, 543. 

Clemens Romanus Epiſtle ro the Corinthians, 365. He is made 
third Biſhop of Rome, 408. His Baniſhment, 424. His Mar- 

tyrdom, 427. His Writings, ibid. 

Cletus, the ſecond Biſhop of Rome, 388, 400. 

Commodus, Son of Antoninus, born, 483. He is Partner in the Em- 
pire, 07. He marries, 15. He is made 18th Roman Empe- 

ror, 17. His Vices, and a Conſpiracy againſt him, 20. Hi: 
Follies, and ſeveral Calamities, 525. His Death, 526. 

Concordus Martyr d, 487. 

Conſtantius and Galerius made Cæſars, 656. He is the 40th Roma 
Emperor, and divides it into independant parts, 671. Conſtantius's 
Character, ibid. His Death, 675. 

Young Conſtantine's Policy, 675. he is the 41ſt Emperor of Rome, 
676. his Character, ibid. his Marriage, 678. his firſt great At- 
tempts, 688. he is diretied by a miraculous Appearance, 689. he 
is inſtructed by Biſhops, 690. he ingages with Maxentius, 691,692. 
bis Triumphant Entrance into Rome, 692. 

Coponius, the firſt Governor of Judza, 59. 

Cornelius ſends for Peter, 255. 

Cornelius 4% Biſhop of Antioch, 459. 

Cornelius 20th Biſhop of Rome, 599. 

Cumanus 9ih Governor in Judza, 279. he is baniſh'd, 295. 

St. Cyprian converted, 589. he is made Biſhop of Carthage, 599. 
he retires with others 596. he returns to Carthage, 600. his 
tender Care of his Flock; and he writes ſeveral Treatiſes, 605, 606. 
he prevails agauſt Pope Stephen, 614. be is — 617. he 
Comforts the Martyrs, ibid. his Apprehenſion, Examination, and 
Martyrdom, 622. 


Cyre 


econd, 539. and the third, 661. 


— py wy 


The INDEX, 
Cyrenius's ſecond Taxation, which cauſes a new Sed called Gaulanites, 


60. 
Cyrillus, the 181 Biſhop of Antioch, 647. 
D 


52 proclaimed by the Soldiers, 593. he is the 30th Roman 

Emperor, ibid. attended with many Miſeries in the Empire, 598. 
his Death, 603. 

Demetrian the 14th Biſhop of Antioch, 60. 

Demetrius the 12th Biſhop of Alexandria, 523. 

Diocletian is the 39th Roman Emperor, 651. he makes two Ca- 
fars, and commits the Care of the Empire to four, 656. he 
aſſumes Divine Honours, ibid. his and the two $ Succeſſes, 
657. he is urged by Galerius to perſecute the Chriſtians, he conſults 

the Oracle, and conſents, 664. his Triumph, 668. his Sickneſs, 
and being threatned by Galerius, he reſigns the Empirs, 669, 67 0, 
he 1s Afflicted, and dies, 694. 

Dionyiius Biſhop of Corinth, 498. 

Dionyſus 14h Biſhop of Alexandria, 290. 

Dionyſius Alexandria baniſhed, 618. he makes new Converts, ibid. 
he is engag'd againſt Sebellius, 626. he confutes Nepos, and the 
Millinaries, 629. his Death, 632. 

Dionyſus 24th Biſhop of Rome, 622. 

The Diſciples of Feſus (being 7 o,) their return, 142. 

The Diſciples of Feſus (being 11,) comforted by two Angels, They re- 
turn to Jeruſalem, aſſemble themſelves in an upper Room, and chuſe 
4 new Apoſtle (viz.) Matthias, 220, 221. «> meet and pray, 
227. they chuſe ſeven Deacons, 233. 

Domitian the 12th Roman Emperor, 403. his Regulations, 404. he 
puniſhes the Veſtal Virgins, and Baniſhes the Philoſophers, 405. he 
aſſumes divine Honours, 406. he inſtitutes the Capitoline Games, 
and celebrates the grand Secular Games, ibid. he again baniſhes 
the Philoſophers, 408. he fears, 414. St. Jude's Grand-Children 
are brought before him, he relaxes the Perſecution, grows more un 
eaſie, and is ſlam, 415, 416. 

Domnus the 16th Biſhop of Antioch, 637. 

Donatiſts their Beginning, 688. 

A Diſturbance at Dor, 261. 

Dorotheus flouriſhes, 647. 


* 


3 Earthquake, 447. 
Edictum Perpetuum 461. 
Elagabalus the 234 Roman Emperor, and his Character, 563. his Su- 
perſiition. 564. he adopts his Couſin Alexianus, 566. he is ſlain, 567. 
The Council 3 673. 
Peutherus the 12th Biſhop of Rome, 508, Bun 
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Flxai the Impoſtor, and his Followers, 229. 

Æmilian — Emperor, 607. his Death, 608. 

The Encratites begun by Tatian, Foo. 

Eros the 5th Biſhop Te 472. 

Eumenes the 7th Biſhop of Alexandria, 4,72. 

Euſebius Biſhop of Cæſarea retires to Egypt, 682. where he is Impri- 
ſon'd, 683. Euſebius the 30th Biſhop of Rome, ibid. 1 

Eutychianus the 261% Biſhop of Rome, 64.1. 


| F 


Abian the 1 9th Biſhop of Rome, 581. he is Martyr d, 596. 
Fabius the 1 3th Biſhop of Antioch, 558. 

Fadus the 7th Governor of Judza, 269. ends Diſturbances, 250. 
he, with Longinus diſturb the Jews, 271. 

IA Famine foretold by Agabus, 265. 

Fauſtina dies, 472. 

Fauſtina dies, 507. 

Fauſta is married to Conſtantine, 678. 

Feelix the 10th Governor of. Judza, 295. His Government, 301. he 

routs an Egyptian Magician, 302. 

Felix the 1ſt, the 25th Biſhop of Rome, 638. 

Felicitas aud her ſeven Sons Martyr d, 487. 

Feſtus the Eleventh Governor of Judea, 324+ his Government, 332. 

Florinus and Blaſtus diſturb the Church, 519. 

Florus the 13th Governor of Judza, 349. his wicked Government, 


350. 
G 


FN Abriel to Zacharias, 38. he appears to Mary, 39. 
. Galba the 7th Roman Emperor, 3 Adopts 2 367. 
he is ſlain, ibid. 

Galerius and Conſtantius made Cæſars by Diocletian, 656. Gale- 
rius's Succeſſes, 658. His Inſolence, ibid. he urges Diocletian 70 
perſecute the Chriſtians, 663. he threatens Diocletian, and has the 
Empire reſigned to him, 670. his Character, 672. he is inraged, 
675. his Miſcarriage, 679. he joms Licinius with him in the 
Empire, ibid. his ſtrange Diſtemper, 684. his Edict in favour of 

| the Chriſtians, 685. he dies miſerably, ibid 

Galilee recovered, 359. | 

Gallus the 31/4 Roman Emperor, 603. the Empire haraſſed, 604.he 
renews the 7th Perſecution, 606. he is ſlain, 608. 

Gallienus F 34 Roman Emperor, and the 3 of his Reign, 624, 
6 as is Behaviour, ibid. he relaxes the Perſecution, ibid. he 

. publiſhes a Reſcritt in favour of the Chriſtians, 628. he is joined 
by Odenathus, 629. Gallienus ſlain, 63 7. | 

Gentiles, their firſt Call, 255. 

The two Gordians proclaimed Emperors, and both ſlain, 581, * 
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585. his Succeſſes abroad, 586. he declines, ibid. he is ſlain, 


87. — 
Grmian writes for the Chriſtians, 458. 
Gratus the 4th Governor in Judza, 64. 
Gregory Thaumaturgus made Biſhop 


Neo-Cæſarea, 584.he writes 
his Canonical Epifile, 630. his Death, 632. 
The Guards brib'd, to ſay our Saviour's Body was ſtol n, 210. 


H 


ſippus and his Writings, 479. 
H oem Helena relieves Jeruſalem in 4 Famine, 271. 


Hereſie when firſt began, 239. Hereſies, 390. the Nicolaitan He- 
reſie, 406. | 


Heraclas 1 3th Biſhop of Alexandria, 574. 

Hermas writes his Paſtor, 409. 

Herod's Reign, 37. his Maſſacre of the Infants, 52. his ſtrange Di- 
flemper, 53. his cruel Orders, 54. his Death, ibid. his Domini- 


4%» 

Herod's Son's * 59. he builds Tiberias, 65. Marries his 
Brother's Wife, ibid. Herod's fears, 121. his final Bani 
occaſion d by the Ambition of Herodias ; and Herodias's likewiſe, 250. 
his Dominions given to Agrippa, ibid. 

Herod Agrippa? firſt Riſe, 247. he is made King of Philip's Domi- 
nions, 250. 

Herod of Calcis obtains power over the Temple, and makes Joſephus | 
High-Prieſt, 272. 44 

Heron ſucceeds Ignatius in Antioch, 442. 'h 

Hermogenes and the Materialiſts, 514. +8 

Heſychius, 657. | { 

The HieraCites, 654. F 

Hierocles on 668. 1 

Hyginus the 8th Biſhop of Rome, 471. f 

Hippolitus an Eccleſiaſtical Writer, 57 1. | 

The Holy Ghoſt's great Effuſion at Pentecoſt, 221, A ſecond Eff 4 
ſion of the Holy Ghoſt, 228. | 


I 
2 is called, 88. his Ambition, 163. he is Beheaded by A- 


Sie, 267. 

ames the leſs made Biſhop of Jeruſalem, 233. hit Epifile written, 
333. his Martyrdom, 334. 

The Council of Iconium, 574. 

The N of Janus ſhnt up, 354. it is ſont up, 389. it is ſbus 
Hp, 408. 
Vor. II. X Je- 
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Jeruſalem: the firſt Church, 224. à Sedition in Jeruſalem, 280. ſe. 

ruſalem Beſieged. 464. 

Jeſus born, 47. time of his 8 ibid. his firſt Revelation 10 

Shepherds, 48. his Circumcifon, ibid. his Preſentation in the Tem. 
ple, 49. his Reception by Simeon, ibid. his Reception by Anna, 

50. hu ſecond Revelation to the Magi, 51. he is acknowledged 

with Adoration, ibid. his flight into Egypt, 52. he returns from 

Egypt, 57. his Habitation at Nazareth, ibid. At twelve Year; of 
Age he comes to Jeruſalem, and diſputes with the Doclors, 61. hi; 

private Education, 65. | 

I: Baptized, 12. his Age and time when Baptized, ibid. and Com- 
bat with the Devil, 73. he goes to a Marriage, where he wort; 
his firſt Miracle, 77. he js apa to Capernaum, 78. at ſeruſa- 
lem, at the Paſſover, he clears the _ of Traders, 79. he 
works Miracles, and Diſcourſes with Nicodemus, ibid. he goes and 
Baptizes in judæa, 80, 81, he enters Samaria, diſcourſes with a 
Samaritan Woman, 83. Converts many Samaritans, 85. he cure; 
4 Noble Man's Son of Ca m, ibid. he begins te Preach in 
Galilee, 86. he goes to Nazareth, ibid. he is barbarouſly trea- 
ted there, 87. he ſettles at Ca um, and reſtores a Demoniack 
there, 89. cures Peter's Wife's Mother, and many other ſick Per- 

ſons, ibid. he makes a ſecond Progreſs through Galilee, Cures 4 
Leper, and returns to Capernaum, go, 91, he frees 4 Paralitick 
both from his Sins and his Diſeaſe, ibid. 

He Cures an Infirm Man at the Pool of Betheſda, 92. he is called 
before the Sanhedrim, his Defence, 93. he diſcourſes the Pharilees 
concerning the Sabbath, 95. he returns to Capernaum, and heal; 
4 Man with a withered Head on the Sabbath, ibid. he works 
many Miracles, 96. his Choice of his twelve Apoſtles , Peter, 

rew, James, John, Philip, Bartholomew, Matthew, Tho- 
mas, James, Simon, Jude, and Judas Iſcariot, 97, 98. his Sen. 
mon on the Mount, 99. he returns to Capernaum, and cures 4 
Centurion's Servant, 104. he goes to Naim, and raiſes a Hi. 
dow's Son, 105. his Anſwer to John Baptiſt, and his Diſcour/t 
to the People thereupon, ibid. he dines with Simon the Phariſcc, 
where Mary Magdalen anoints his Feet, 107. he is followed by n 
ny Women, 108. he cures a Dumb and Blind Demoniack, 4 
the Phariſees Blaſpheme, ibid. his Vindication and Denunciation a. 
gainſt them, and againſt the Nation of the Jews, 109. his Mother, 

&c. deſire to ſpeak with him, ibid. his Parabolical Sermon and 
Explanation, 110. his Anſwer to a Scribe and two others, who 

were ts . him, 112. he takes Shipping, and Afwages a Storm, 
113. arrives at the Gadarenes Cauntry, where he cures tuo 

Demoniacks, and permits the Devils to enter a Herd of Swine, ibid. 
the Gadarenes beſeech him to leave their Country, 114. his Di/- 
courſe on Matthew's Feaſt, and heals a Woman of a bloody Flux, 
115. he reſtores Jairus's Daughter to Life, 116. he cures two blind 
Men, and a dumb Demoniack, ibid. he goes a ſecond time to Na- 
zarcth, 117. where he is ſlighted, ibid. he oe Galilee, * 

is 
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his Miſſion of the twelve Apoſtles, and Inſtructions to them, ibid. his 
Miracle of five Loaves and 5000 Men, 122. he walks on the Sea, 
123. he Impowers Peter to do the ſame, ibid. his Diſcourſe con- 
cerning his Fleſh and Blood, and the Conſequences of it, 124. 


He Diſputes concerning waſhed Hands, 126. he repairs toward: Phœ- 


nicia, where he reſtores a Woman of Canaan's Daughter, 127. he 
returns to the Sea of Galilee, and cures one Dumb and Deaf, 128. 
his Miracle of the ſeven Loaves and 4300 People, 129. he repre- 
hends the blindneſs of the Phariſees, and of his own Diſciples, ibid. 
he cures a blind Man at Bethſaida, 130. he tries his Diſciples, ibid. 
his firſt diſcovery of his Paſſion, 131. his Transfiguration upon the 
Mount, 132. he deſcends from the Mountain, and returns to bis 
Apoſtles, bid. he cures a poſſeſſed Lunatick, 133. his ſecond Diſ- 
covery 7 his Paſſion, 134. his payment of Tribute at Capernaum, 
ibid. his Sermon of Humility, 135. of ſhunning Scandals, of Pri- 
vate and Publick — and of forgrving Injuries, 136. he is 
adviſed to go to] at the Feaſt of the Tabernacles, his Four- 
ney towards that City, and his Miſſion of 70 Diſciples, 137, 138. 
his Arrival at the Feaſt of Tabernacles, 138, 139. he diſputes 
with the Phariſees, 140. and is in danger of being ſton d, 142. 
his Diſcourſe with a Lawyer, and his Parable of the good Samari- 
tan, 143. he is entertain d by Martha and Mary, ibid. he teaches 
the Diſciples to pray, and invites them by two Examples, 144. he 
diſpoſſeſſes a — Demoniack, ibid. dines with 4 Phariſee, and 
expoſs their Sect, ibid. he cautions his Diſciples againſs Hypo- 
eriſie, Covetouſneſs and 2 145 and 146. he warns the 
Jews to Repentance, the Parable of the barren Figtree, he cures 
a crooked Woman, and confutes the Ruler of the Symagogue, 
147. he goes to Jeruſalem at the Feaſt of Dedication, where he 
cures 4 Man born blind, ibid. the Man 1: brought before the San- 
hedrim, 148. and is excommunicated, 149. he expoſes the Jews, 
and proves himſelf to be the good Shepherd, ibid. he is in danger 
of being ſton d 150. he croſſes the River Jordan, 1542. his An- 
[mer concerning the Number of the Bleſſed, and to Herod's Threat- 
nings, ibid. he cures one ſick of the Dropſe and delivers Rules con- 
cerning Feaſts, 152. together with a Parable, 153. he exhorts 
his Followers to Precaution by two Examples, and expoſes the Pha- 
riſees Murmurs by the Parables of the loſt Sheep, the Piece of Silver, 
and the prodigal Son, 154, 155. he reproves their Covetouſneſi by 
the Parable of the unjuſt Steward, 155. and the Example of Dives 
and Lazarus, 156. he adviſes his Diſciples againſs Scandals, and 
the Thoughts of Merit, 157. 


Hecures ten Lepers, 1 58.he ſhews the Coming of his Kingdom, ibid. he 


reaches Fervency in Prayer by the Parable of the unjuſt Fudge, and 
Humility by the Parable of the Phariſce and Publican, 159. he 
goes into Peræa. where be diſputes with the Phariſees concerning Di- 
worces, ibid. he bleſſes cerram Infants, 160. his Anſwer to the 
young Man, ibid. his Re ion of Covetouſneſs, 161. his Pro- 
miſe to true Followers, and Parable of the Laborers in _— 
X 2 var 
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Vineyard, 162. he is ſent to by Martha and Mary, 163. his third 


"Diſcovery of his Paſſion, ibid. he goes to Jericho, 164. he con- 


verts Taccheus. ibid. The Parable of the ten Pieces deliver d to 
ten Servants, ibid. he cures two blind Men near Jericho, ibid. he 
goes to Bethany, and raiſes Lazarus from the Grave, 167. he 
retires to Ephraim, 168. he returns to Bethany, where Mary a. 
roints his Feet, ibid. 


His Kingly Entrance into Jeruſalem, 169. he weeps over the City, 


170. he clears the Temple of Traders, ibid. his Diſcourſe with 
certain Greeks, 171. he curſes the Fig-tree, 172. and clears the 
Temple again, ibid. his Diſcourſe concerning the wither d Fig-tree, 
173. be is queſtion'd by the Rulers, who are puzzled, ibid. his 


Parable of the two Sons in the Vineyard, 174. his Parable of the 


ungrateſul Husbandman, ibid. his Parable of the Marriage Fesſt, 
1757. he defeats the Phariſees, and ſilences the Sadduces, 176. 
he anſwers a Doclor of the Law, then conſounds all by one 
Queſtion. 177. he expoſes the Hypocriſie and Villanies of the 
Phariſees and leading Men, 178. he applauds the Widow, 179. 
his prophetical Sermon concerning the Deſtruttion of the Temple of 


+ Jeruſalem, ibid. his Parable of the careful Servant, 181. of the 


ten Virgins and of the Talents, 182. Deſcription of the laſt Fudz- 
ment, 183. he ſups at Simon the Leper's, where Mary ancints hi; 
Head, ibid. he waſhes his Apoſtles Feet, teaches them Humi- 
lity, and foretells Judas's Treaſon, 184. he gives his Diſciples a 
new Commandment, 185. he prepares the (af Paſſover, and com- 
forts his Diſciples before his Departure, 187. he celebrates the Paſſ- 
over, and inſtitutes the Euchariſt, 189. he compoſes the Apoſtle: 
Conteſt, and warns them of their Temptation, 190. he gives hi; 
farewel Exhortations, ibid. his ſolemm Prayer, 191. 192. be de- 
parts over Kedron, and foretels his Apoſiles Inſirmities, 193. his 
Alnte-Paſſion and Agony in the Garden, his Apprehenſion and Judas's 
Treaſon, 193, 194. he is brought before Annas, and then before 
Caiaphas and the S2nhedrim, 196. he is inhumanly treated ty 
the Servants, and brought again before the Sanhedrim, 198. bt 
is brought before the Roman Governor Pilate, ibid. who finds 
no Fault in him, 199. he is brought before He. od, and ſeit 
back with Scorn, 200. he is again broug/;: before Pilate, who in 
vain propoſes to releaſe him inſtead of Barabbas, ibid. he is ſcourg'd, | 
crown'd with Thorns, and exfoſed to the Jews, 201. he is examm'd 
again by Pilate, 202. is cendemm d to be crucified, 203. is led 
through Jeruſalem, and crucified between two Thieves, 204. hi: 
Garmeits are divided, ibid. he triumphs in one of the Ihiev es, ard 
makes his Will, 205. he cries out in his Agomes, and dies, 200. 
bis Death attended with ſeveral Prodigies, aud the Jewiſh Types at 
an end, ibid. his Side is pierced, 207. his Body begg d and buried, 
ibid. his Reſurrection, 209. his firſt Appearance to Mary Magd:- 
len, his ſecond to certain Ni omen, and his third Appearance to tw 
Diſciples, 209, 210, 211. his fourth Appearance to Peter, and bis 
fifth Appearance to ten of the Apeſtles, 212. his ſixth Appearavc 

to 
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to the eleven, 213. and his 7th Appearance at the Sea of Galilee» 
his Inflruttions to Peter, 214. his 8th Appearance to 500 Bre 
thren, 215. his Commiſſion to the Apoſtles, ibid. his gth Appea- 


rance to James, and his laſt Appearance to 120 Diſciples, before 


whom he aſcends into Heaven, 217. 
ſeſus Damnaus made High. Prieſt, and a ſtrange Preſage, 335. 
Jeſus Gamaliel made High-Prieſft, 336. 


1h Jews Troubles, 55, 56. They are perſecuted in Rome, 64. They 


are divided in their Opinions concerning jelus, and bring a Woman 
to him taken in Adultery, 140. the Fewiſh Types at an End, 206. 


Their fruitleſs Caution, ibid. A difference between the Jews and © 


Heleniſts, 233. the Jews in Alexandria barbarouſly treated, but 
are reliev d by the Removal of Flaccus, 249. the Jews all redur'd 
to great Extremities by the Pride of Caligula, 252. they are eas'd 
by Agrippa's Mediation, 253. about goe00 ſlain near Babylon, 
254. they are favour d by Claudius, ibid. they are baniſn'd by 
Claudius, 291. wonderful mags of the Jews Ruin, 351. 4 
Conſpiracy at Rome. for which many ſuffer, ibid. the Beginning 
of the Jewiſh War, 355. the Jews maſſacred at Cxſarea and o- 
ther Places, 357. they make great Preparations, 274. their Mi- 
ſeries, horrid Faclions, Robberies, and Murthers, 37 . all judæa 
ſuffer, 376. the Seditions divided into three Factions, and the three 


Faclions reduc'd to two, 377. the perpetual Sacrifice ceaſes, 280. 


the Seditions fly to the upper City, 382. The Number of the Jews 
flam, 383. the End of the Jewiſh Oeconomy, ibid. the End of 
the Jewiſh War, 292. their Temple in Egypt demoliſh'd, 393. 
they meet with new Miſeries, ibid. the Jewith Sanhedrim ſit at 


Gabneth, 397. their Rebellion and Barbarities under Trajan, 448. 
they are entirely defeated and chaſtiſed, 449. they make a general 


Revolt, 463. they are entirely defeated, 465. their Miſeries and 
laſt Diſperſion, 466. they are forbidden to jo RON 467. 
Ignatius the ſecond Biſhop of Antioch, 388. his Fourney towards 
Rome, 439. his Epiſtles to the Epheſians, Magnetians, Tralli- 
ans, Romans, Philauclphians, Smyrnians, and to Polycarp, 440. 
441. his Arrival at Rome, and Martyrdom, 442. he ap- 

pears to his Friends, ibid. 

The Indiction begins, 692. 

K. John the Baptiſt born, 41. his Life, 69. his Miniſtry and time 
of his Miniſtry, ibid. Preaching, ibid. his Baptiſm, 70. he is 
follow'd by all the Sedts, ibid. he foretells the Meſliab, ibid. þts 
Teſtimony of Feſus, 71. he is thought ts be the Meſſiah, 74. his 
ſecond Teſtimony of Feſus, ibid. his third Teſtimeny, 75. his laſt 
Teſtimony of Chriſt. $1. he goes to the Court of Herod, 82. he is 
impriſon'd dy him, ibid. he ſends to Feſus, 105. his Death, 121. 

it. John the Evangeliſt believeth in Feſus, 75. he is call d, 88. his 
Ambition, 163. his Acts at Epheſus, 404. he is thrown into a 
Chaldron of boyling Oil, 412. he is baniſh'd to the Iſle of Pat mos, 
bid. he writes his Revelations, 41 3. he is much afſflicted, ibid. he re- 
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turns to Epheſus, he writes his frſt Epiſtle, ibid. his ſecond 
and third, 419. 5 his Goſpel at the Requeſt of the Aſian 
— * his Care, 424. he converts a Robber, 425. hu 
Love, 4 his Death, 428. his YA and Writings, ibid. 
oſeph he 8 Father Ul Jeſus dies, 66 
oſeph made High-Prieſt, 2 
oſephus made High- Prieff 5 Herod of Calcis, 252. 
oſephus taken Priſoner, 358. he is ſet free, 37 1. his Wars of the 
ou put into a publitk Library, 401. he finiſhes his Antiquity of 
he Jews, 409. he dies, 410. 
Ire made Biſhop of Lyons, 513. he writes againſt all Hereticks, 
519. he is martyr d at ”_— 541. 
Iſhmael is made High-Prieſt, 3 
Diſturbance in Judza, 295. Al Judza ſuffer, 375. 
St. Jude writes his Epiſtle, 391. his Death, 394. his Grand-chil- 
ren brought before Domitian, 414. 
Judas —_—_ with the Sanhedrim, &c. 186. his Deſpair and ſtrange 
Death, 1 
ulian, the 1 Biſhop of Alexandria, 515. 
ulianus the 20th Roman Emperor, 527. he is ſlain, 528. 
ulius Africanus his Chronology, 566. 
uſtin Martyr converted, 462. he comes to Rome, 471. he writs 
his firſt Apology, 47 5. he viſits the Eaſt, 477. he 3 with 
Tryphon, ibid. his Diſpute with Creſcens, 487. he writes — 
ſecond Apology, 495. he with ſix others apprehe d, 496, 
Diſtourſe with the Governor, ibid. he and his Comp 


fer, 497- 
Juſtus the 6th Biſhop of Alexandria, 453. 
L 


Lis join d with Severus, 679. he marries Conſtantia, 694. 
he marches againſt Maximin, and is inflrutted by an Avgel, 695. 
he defeats Maximin, 696. 

Linus ſucceeds St. Peter and St. Paul in Rome, 363. he ſufer;, 
400. | 

Lucian, 657 

Lucius 4 Wien ſends to Pope Eleutherus for Preachers, 514. 

Lucius the 21/f hep of Rome, 607. 

St. Luke's Goſpel written, 331. he writes the Acts of the * 
340. his Death, 396. 

Lyſias reſcues Paul, 31 25 


M 


8 ——— ſlain, 628. 
Macrinus the 234 Roman 8 2 his Miſmanage ment 


561. he declines, 562. he is ſlam, ibid 
Mamæa, 


The INDEX. 


Mama ſend: for Origen into Syria, 564- | 

The Beginning ef the Manichees and their Opinions, 644. 

Marcella and Potamiæna their Triumphs, 545. 

Marcellina 4 Carpocratian, 480. 

Marcia favours the Chriſtians, 521, 

The Marcionites Hereſie, 427. 

The Marcoſians, 521. 

Marcellinus the 25th Biſhop of Rome, 657, 

Marcellus the 29th Biſhop of Rome, 680. 

Marcus the 8th Biſhop of Alexandria, 47 2. 

Marinus martyr'd, 627. | 

St. Mark's Goſpel written, 265. his Death, 328. 

Mark Biſhop of Jeruſalem, the fin of the Uncircumciſion, 468. 

Marſus affronrs Agrippa, 264. 

Several Martyrs, 414. the firſt Commemoration of Martyrs, 493. an 
Account oo the Martyrs ſent to ſeveral Churches, 513. Many Mar- 
tyrs, ibid. 


The Martyrs in Africk, 606. Many Martyrs, ibid. 

Marullus the 6th Governor in Judza, 247. 

The Virgin Mary wiſits Elizabeth, 40. ſhe is ſuſpected, 41. her 
Death, 280. | 

Mary anomts Feſus's Feet, 168. 

Maternus and Cleander ſlain, 523. 

Matthew called, 92. his Feaſt, and Feſus's Diſcourſe njon it, 114, 
115. his Goſpel written, 262. his Death, 317. 

St. Matthias's Death, 235. 

Matthias the laſt High- Prieſt, 3 50. 

Maxentius ſets up in Rome, 677. his Characler, 678. he is ſlain, 692. 

Maximian goes againſt the Belgaudæ, 652. he is made Auguſtus and 

with Diocletian, 653. their Edict again the Manichees, 
654. he reſigns his Right to the Empire, 675. he re- aſſumes the 
Empire, 677. his Deſigns, 678. his Characler, 679. his Cru- 
elties to the Chriſtians, ibid. his Treachery and Defeat, 68 1. his 
Villany and Death, 683. 

Maximinus the 26th Roman Emperor, his Monſtrous Stature and 
Temper, 577. Conſpiracies againſt him, and his Succeſſes, 578. 
he and his Son ſlain, 582. 

r inus the 27th Roman Emperors, 582. they are 

n, ibid. : 
inn follows Galerius's Example, 673. he enlarges his Domini- 
ons, 686. his Superſtition and Tyranny, ibid. he unwillingly com- 
es with Conſtantine, 693. He marches againſt Licinius, 694. 
e . Defeated, 69. poiſons himſelf , and dies miſerably, 
698. 

Maximinus the 7th Biſhop of Antioch, 519. 

Maximus the 15th Biſhop of Alexandria, 648. 

Mazabanes the 36th Biſhop of Jeruſalem, 603. 

The Melchiſedecians, 562. 
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The Meletians Schiſm, 662. 

Melito made Biſhop of Sardis, 480. he preſents an Apology for the 
Chriftians, 4.99. 

The Death of Meſlalina, 273. 

The Millenarians, 39. | 

Miltiades the 31/4 Biſhop of Rome, 687. 

Minutius Foelix writes for the Chriſtian Religion, 550. 

Many Miſeries in the Empire under Decius, 598. 

Montanus and his — 501. 

The Montaniſts condemn'd m Aſia, 519. they are Excommunicated 
with Tertullian, 556, 557- | 

The Multitudes ſurprix d, 222. 

Muſanus an Eccleſiaſtical Writer, 544. 


N 


128 Biſhop of Jeruſalem, 535. his Retirement, and its Con- 

ſequence, 536. he returns to Jeruſalem, 548. 

The Story of Natales, 561. 

Nathaniel's Teſtimony, 7 6. 

Nero the 6th Roman Emperor, 300. he Degenerates, 320. he or- 
ders his Mother to be ſlam, 321. his ill Government, 3 36. he kill 
his Wife Octavia, 332. his Enormities, 345. he fer Rome on 
fire, ibid. h1s Cruelties againſt the Chriſtians, 347. he kills hi; 
Wife Poppæa, 352. be kills Himſelf, 364. 

Nerva the 13th Roman Emperor. 416. his Ordinances, 417. he 
Adepts Trajan, 422. he dies, ibid. 

Nicodemus ſpeaks for Feſus, 140. 

' The Nicolaitan Hereſie, 406. 

The beginning of the Novatian Schiſm, ag. he is Excommunicated 
at the Council of Rome, 601. he Uſurps the Biſhoprick of Rome, 
but is rejected, ibid. he raiſes Diſturbances, 602. 

Novatus join: with Novatian, 600. 

Numerian ſlain, 650. 


0 


Ctavia killed by her Huchand Nero, 337. | 
Odenathus join d with Galerius, 63 1. be is lain, and Zeno- 
bia ſucceeds him, 634. 

Ophires Hereſie, 4.76. 

Oneſimus converted, 339. be i; Martyr'd, 445. 

Origen's Zeal and Education, 5.1. he in maintain d by a Lady, 54: 
he is made Governor of the Catechetical School, 543 . he Emaſcu- 
lates himſelf, ibid. He goes to Rome, 554. bis Improvement, 
555. he compoſes his Terrapla, 557. he goes to preach in Ara- 
bia, 558. be returns, ibid. he retire: to Cxſarea, 55% hen 


recall d by Demetrius, 560. he writes Commentaries upon the 
g Scrit- 
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Scriptures, 57 1. he defends Philoſephy, ibid. he goes to Achaia, 572. at 
Paleſtine he is ordain'd $$ 4p ibid. Demetrius reſents it, ibid. 
be is condemn'd by a Council, in a ſecond Council Degraded and Ex- 
communicated, 57 3. notwithſtanding finds many Friends, 25 he 
writes of Martyrdom, and retires = Czlarea, 581. he returns 
to Cælarea, 584. his Induſtry, 589. he Combats againſt Hereticks, 
590. be writes againſt Celſus, 59 1. his Sufferings and Eſcape, 
598. his Death, 609. | | 

The Originiſts, 610. 

Otho the 8:h Roman Emperor, 247. his Defeat and Death, 367. 


P 


Amphilius flouriſheth, 657. he is Tortur d and Impriſon'd, 680. 
bus Works, 2 ſuffers, 682. priſe 

Pantænus Governor of the Catechetick School in Alexandria, 51 5. his 
Journey to the Indies, 524. 

Papias Biſhop of Hierapolis, 438. 

Paul prepares for Damaſcus, and is miraculouſly converted, 241. he is 
comforted by Ananias, 242. he retires to Arabia, ibid. he returns 
from Arabia to Damaſcus, 246. he is in Danger there, 247. he 
goes to Jeruſalem, 248. and from thence to his own City Tarſus, 
ibid. he goes with Barnabas to Antioch, 263. They are ſeparated 

God for the ſervice of the Gentiles, 250. Saul's Rapture, ibid. 
and Barnabas begin their Circuit, and they come to Paphos, 27 3. 
they ftrike Elymas the Sorcerer blind, convert the Governor 
Sergius Paulus, ibid. they remove to Perga, 274. from thence to 
Antioch in Piſidia, where Paul preaches firſt to the Jews, and then 
10 the Gentiles, 275. being diſturb d, they remove to Iconium, 
and from thence to Lyſtra, where upon curing a Cripple, they are 
accounted Gods, 276,277. Paul is ſton d, but eſcapes, ibid. they 
return to Antioch, 280. they go to Jeruſalem, 281. the Council 
of Jeruſalem, ibid. the Decree of the Council, — they return 
to Antioch, 284. Paul rebukes Peter, 285. Paul and Barnabas 
part aſunder, 286. Paul Circumciſed Timothy, ibid. Paul goes 
into Europe, 287. he is Scourged at Phillippi, and Impriſon'd with 
Silas, 280. he goes to Theſſalonica, and to Beræa, 289. from 
thence io Athens, where he preaches and pleads before the Areopa- 
gus, 290. Paul goes to Corinth, his firſs Epiſtle to the Theſſalo- 
nians, 292. he is encourag d by a Viſion, 293. he is brought before 
Gallio, 295.his ſecond Epiſtle to the Theſſalonians, ibid. He goes to E- 
pheſus, and to Jeruſalem, 2 97.he returns to Epheſus, 298. he conti- 
nues at Epheſus, 304. his firſt Epiſtle tothe Corinthians, 305. his E- 
piſtle to the Galatians, ibid. Being a Tumnult by Demetrius he is in 
danger andleaves Epheſus, 307 .his ſecond Epiſtle to the Corinthians, 
zog. his Epiſtle to the Romans, ibid. he raiſes Eutychus from the 
Dead at Troas, 311. his farewell Sermon to the Presbyters of E- 


pheſus, 312. his laſt Journey to Jeruſalem, 313. he = 
wit 
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with James, 314. and 72 5 17 ns bn. od. he is in 
Danger, 317. , reſcue las, s & Priſoner 
= Romans, ibia. he apologizes before the People, who will net 
be ſatisfied, ibid. By the order of Lyſias, he is examined by the 
Sanhedrim, who cannot agree, 316. the Jews conſpire againſt 
him, 318. he is for ſecurity ſent to Cæſarea, where he is accuſed 
before Fælix, ibid. — — Anſwer, 319. he is detain'd by Fæ- 
lix, ibid. he is accuſed before Feſtus, and he appeals to the Empe- 
ror, 322. be is ht before Feſtus and Agrippa, ibid. he make; 
a Speech to Agrippa, ibid. which almoſt converts him, 323, 324. 
Paul and others ſent towards Rome, and he and his Company in 
great danger by a Storm, 3.5, 326. they are caſt upon Melita, 
ibid, they are civilly intreated by the Inhabitants, 327. he cures 
the Governor's Father, ibid. he leaves Melita, and arrives at 
Rome, 329. he Diſcourſes with the Jews there, 330, he re. 
turns to the Gentiles; with his Succeſs, ibid. his Epiſtle to the Phi- 
lippians, 337. his Epiſtle to the Epheſians, 338. his Epiſtle to 
Philemon, 339. his Epiſtle to the Coloſſians, 340. his Epiſtle 
to the Hebrews, 341. he goes into Spain, 342. he returns to Crete, 
34} he makes Titus Biſhop of Crete, ibid. Goes into Judza, 
ibid. his Fournies, 352. his firſt Epiſtle to Timothy, 353. hu 
Epyſile to Titus, ibid. his Fournies, ibid. his ſecond Arrroal at 
| Rome, 359. his and Peter's Prediftions, ibid, they are both im- 
kriſen d, 360. Paul's ſecond Epiſtle to Timothy, 362. he is Mar. 


h. 363. 

Paul of Thebiss, the firſt Hermit, 597 - 

Paulus the 1 54h Biſhop of Antioch, 626. 

Paulus Samoſatanus, his Errors and Vices, 631. he is deprived by 
the Biſhops, 637. he is depriv'd by a ſecular Power, 639. 

Perennis's Deſign and Death, 512. 

Peregrinus the Impoſior, 399. 

Perpetua and Felicitas Martyr 4, 46. 

A ſevere Perſerution of the Church, Saul principal Agent, 237. the 
firft general Perſecution, 346. the ſecond general Perſecution, 408. 
the third general Perſetution, 426. the s thereof ibid. the er- 
fecntion ſtill rages, 435. it is abated, 437. the Chriſtians ſeverely per- 
ſecuted, 456. they are ſeverely treated, and an Edict in favour of 
them, 4.58. the fourth general Perſecution and Canſes, 481. attended 
with many Troubles in the Empire, 485.it increaſes. and many Cruel- 
ties, 489. the 44h Perſecution revived, and the Hiſtory of the Mar- 
tyrs at Lyons, 599. they are eaſed from Perſecution, 5 16. the 51th 
Perſecution, and Cauſes thereof, which reaches Africa, 535, 536. 
it revives and increaſes, 553. it ceaſes, 570. the 6th general 
Perſecution, 579. the 7th general Perſecution and Cauſes, 594- 
the Severity of it, 95. it is renew'd by Gallus, 606. the 8th ge- 
neral Perſecution, G15. the cominuance, 616. it increaſes, 619. 
the gth, 644. the beginning of the 10th Perſecution, 663. the 
eps taken therein, 665. the Continuance and Severity of it, my 
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variety of Deaths, ibid. other Puniſhments, with the Behaviour 
the Chriſtians, 666, 667. the Perſecution carry'd on by others, 
668. the Perſecution ceaſes in the Weſt, 673. it ſtill rages m 
the Eaſt, 681. the 10th Perſecution ended, 693. | 
Pertinax the 19th Roman Emperor, 526. he is ſlain, 527. 
Peter believes in Jeſus, 76. he is called, 88. his Confeſſion, 125. 
his Denial of his Maſter, 130. his firſt Sermon to the Jews, 222. 
and 3090 Converted thereby, 224. he goes up to the Temple 
with John, and heals a Cripple, 225. his ſecond Sermon to 
the Jews, and oo. Converted, 226. he and John are Im- 
priſoned, and brought before the Sanhedrim, ibid. their De- 
fence, they are threatned and diſmiſſed, ibid. they go to Gama- 
ria, 239. Peter ſeverely reproves Simon Magus, ibid. Peter 
and John return to Jeruſalem, 240. Peter goes to Lydda and 
cures Aneas, 251. He is ſent to Joppa, where he e Tabi- 
tha from the Dead, ibid. his Viſion, he goes with the Meſſen- 
ger, and preaches to Cornelius, and Baptizes him and feveral 
others, 255,256. he windicates the Action to the Apoſtles at 
Jeruſalem, 258. who are highly pleaſed with it, ibid. Of his 
going to Rome, 263. he goes to Babylon; from whence he 
writes his firſt Epiſtle, 298. he ſettles at Rome, 343. his ſe- 
cond Defeat of Simon Magus, 344. his ſecond Epiſtle and Pre- 
diftions, 359. he is Impriſoned with St. Paul, 360. he is Mar- 


'd, 363. 

Peter, the ; HO Biſhop of Alexandria, 660. he writes his Ca- 
nonical Epiſtle, 674. he ſuffers, 687. 

The Phariſees T againſt jeſus, 175. 

Phileas flouriſhes, 657. 

Philetus, the tenth Biſhop of Antioch, 561. 

Philip called to be an Apoſtle, 76. his Death, 294. 

Philip the Deacon preaches at Samaria, 238. and Baptizes Simon 
Magus, 2 39. he goes towards Caua, where he Baptixes the F. 
thiopian h, from whom he is miraculouſly removed, 


240. 
The Death of Philip the Tetrarch, and his Dominions united to Sy- 
ria, 232. 


Philip, the 29th Roman Emperor, 587. he is ſuppoſed to be 4 


iſtian, and ſubmits to do Penance as Antioch, and the Church 


flouriſh, 588, 593. 

Philippus and Modeſtus flouriſh, 503. 

Pilate, the th Governor in Judaa, 64. his ſevere Government, 
65. be ſlaughters the Galileans, 146. he examines Jeſus again, 
and being terrified (after he had pronounced him Inzcent) he con- 
demms him to be Crucified, 199, 202. he gives Tiberius an 
Account of our Saviour's Actions, and Tiberius propoſes to deifie 
him, 231, 232. be it 999 his Government, 244+ 
is baniſhed, 246. he killeth himſelf, 250. 

Pius 
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Pius I. the ninth Biſhop of Rome, 472. 

The Death of Elder Pliny, 401. 

Pliny, the Tounger, ſent into Alia, and he writers in favour of the 
Chriſtians, 435. 

St. Polycarp made Biſhop of Smyrna, 4.04. as Epiſtle to the Phi- 
lippans, 443. he goes to Rome, 478. his zeal for his Faith, 
479. he ts ſought for, he retires, and foretels his Death, 489, 
490. be is Apprehended, and exconraged by a Voice from Hea- 
wen, 491. his Diſcourſe with the Proconſul, ibid. he is ordered 


0 be burnt, 492. his Conſtancy, his Prayer, his Execution, 


423- 
Pontianus, the 17th Biſhop of Rome, 575. 
Poppxa killed by her Husband Nero, 352. 


ue rphyry uriſhes, 636. 
o 2x4 e 37th Roman Emperor, and his Character, 643. his 


8 Suceeſ in Gaul and Illyricum, 645. his Succeſs in the 
Eaſt, and Triumph, 646. he Conquers all Uſurpers, 647. he 


is ſlain, 648. 


Q 
© ay made Biſhop of Athens, 453. his Apologies, 4.57. 
R 


R and Italy afflied, 351. 
The firſt Revolution in the Roman Empire, 364. 


Rome taken and plundered, aud the Capitol burnt, 272. Cala- 
mities there, 401. 

The Romans Succeſs in the Faſt, 446, 447, 448. great Calami- 
ties in the Roman Empire, 485, 486. 4 Council in Rome, 
601. ſecond Council of Rome, 627 new Troubles in the Ro- 
man Empire, ibid. Miſeries and Uſurpations there, 624, 625. 
Many Troubles there, 656, Rome afflided, 678. 

Rufus, the third Governor in Judxa, 62. 


8 


Alete in Samaria, 342. 

The Hereſ:e of Sabellius, 678. 

The Sanhedrim conſrlt againſt Jeſus, 167. the Sanhedrim Con- 
ſult «a ſecond time againſt Jeius, 185. 

Saturnius and Baſilides hroach their Hereſies, 4.45. 

The Sons of Sceva defeated, 303. | 

Grand Secular Games celebrated, 278. they are again celebrated, 
474. ©aghin celebrated, 590. they are left off, 694. 


Sejanus Executed, aud the Jews eaſed, 117. 
Se 


The IN D E X. 


Seleucus and Hermias Hereticks, * 5. 
Serapian the 8th Biſhop of Antioch, 524. 

Sergius Paulus is converted by Paul and Barnabas, 274. 
The Severians, 500. 


Severus the 2 1ſ Roman Emperor, 528. he goes againſt Niger, 


$30. his Succeſs againſt Niger and others, ibid. à great Con- 
troverſie about keeping Faſter, 531. his Succeſs againſt Albinus, 
$32. his Succeſs in the Faſt, 535. he makes Caracalla Part- 
ner in the Empire, ibid. his Triumph and Spectacles, 544. his 
Regulations, 547. he joins his two Sons with him, and goes in- 
to Britain, 549. his Succeſſes, ibid. his Death, 551. the A- 

' potheſss of him, ibid. 

Severus ſlain, 677. 

Simeon ſucceeds St. James in Jeruſalem, 335. his Torment, and 

Martyrdom, 443. 

Simon Magus Baptized, 239. he is ſeverely reproved by Peter, 
ibid. his ſecond defeat by St. Peter, 343, 344. his Followers O- 
pinions, as the Gnoſticks, ibid. 

The Sibylline Oracles, 461. 

Sixtus I. the 6th Biſhop of Rome, 453. 

Sixtus II. the 234 Biſhop of Rome, 616. he with his Deacon 
Lawrence is Martyr'd, 620. 

Soter, the Eleventh Biſhop of Rome, 497. 

Spurious Writings, 461. 

St. Stephen confutes the moſt Learned jou who accuſe him of 
Blaſphemy, 234. his Defence before the Sanhedrim, 23 . 1s 
hath) proſpect of Heaven, 236. he is hurry'd out of the City 
and ſton'd, ibid. his Burial, ibid. g 

Stephen I. the 224 Biſhop of Rome, 607. he oppoſes St. Cy- 
prian, 613. | 

Symmachus tranſlated the Bible into Greek, 498 

The Sun darkened, 205. 


* 


Acitus the 36th Roman Emperor, 642. 
The Talmud of Jeruſalem begun, 575. 

Tatian writes againſt the Gentiles, 498. 

Telleſphorus, the ſeventeenth Biſhop of Rome, 459. 

The Temple finiſhed, 3 50. 

Tertullian, and ſome of his Writings, 534. he writes his Apology, 
with other pieces relating to the Perſecution, and his 0 8 
againſt Hereſtes, 536. he writes De Spectaculis, 544. he mm 
clines to the Montaniſts, 546. he writes againſt the Marcionites, 
and otker Hereticks, 548. he writes De Pallio, 550. he writes 
to Scapula, 553. he is Excommunicated, and writes againſt 
the Orthodox, 557. he writes De Corona, 589, he turns 
Hereſtarch, 788. his Death, ibid. 

Theo- 


The INDE X. 


Theodotion tranſlates the Bible into Greek, 521. 

Theodotus and Artemon's Hereſie, 529. 

The Story of the Thabian Legion, 653. 

Theognoſtus and Pierius flouriſh, 649. 

Theonas, the 1 5th Biſhop of Alexandria, 648. | 

Theophilus, the ſixth Biſhop of Antioch, 497. he writes agamſt 
the Pagans, 519. 

Theudus the Impoſtor defeated, 272. 

Thomas his Info 213. he is ſatisfied, ibid. his Death, 395. 

Tiberius, the third Roman Emperor, 63. his Reign unſuppor- 
zable, 151, he propoſes to deifie Jeſus, 232. he declines, 245. 
bis Death, ibid. | 

Timæus, the 17th Biſhop of Antioch, 64.3. 

Timothy Circumciſed, 286. he is made Biſhop of Epheſus, 308. 
bis Martyrdom, 418. h 

Titus made Biſhop of Crete, 343. 

Titus ſets down before Jeruſalem, 376. he gains the firſt and ſe- 
cond Walls, Crucifies great Numbers of Jews, 378. he ſur- 
rounds the City with a Wall, and à dreadful Famine enſues, 37 9. 
a noble Woman boils her Child, and eats it, 380. he gains the 
Caſtle Antonia, ibid. he burns the Temple, 38 1. he is Maſter 
of all the City, which he entirely demoliſhes, 38 F he weepsover 
Jeruſalem, 388. he and his Father Triumph, and he is ho- 

' noured with a Triumphal Arch, ibid. he is the eleventh Roman 
Emperor, his Regulations, 397. his Death, 402. 

Trajan the 14th Roman Emperor, 422. his Excellencies and De- 
fects, 423. he obtains the Title of Optimus, 424. his Succeſſes 
in Dacia, and Regulations, 432. his ſecond War in Dacia, 434- 
his wonderful Bridge, ibid. his Anſwer to Pliny, 436. he Con- 
quers all Dacia, 437. his Honours, 438. he begins his Eaſtern 
Expedition, ibid. he goes to Antioch, ibid. he Diſputes with 
St. Ignatius, and condemns him to wild Beaſts at Rome, 439. 
he Conquers Armenia, Parthia, and Meſopotamia, 445. he 
Conquers Chaldæa and Aſſyria, 448. he declines, 450. his 
Death, ibid. his Triumph after his Death, 452. 

Tyrannus, the 19th Biſhop of Antioch, 660, 

Thirty Tyrants, 624. 


* 


* E Valentinians Hereſie, 47 2. 

Valentinus and Cerdo, Hereſtarchs, 472. 

Valerian, the thirty ſecond Roman Emperor, 608. he declines, 619. 
be is taken Priſoner by Sapores, King of Perlia, ibid, his miſera- 
ble Captivity and Death, G24. 

The Valclians, 58s. : 

Verus his Expedition with Antoninus, 495. his Death, 498. 

Veſpaſian, the tenth Roman Emperor, 372. he cures a Blind and 4 


Lame Man, 373. his Regulations, 389. his Avarice, 2%. 
fell s 


The INDEX: 


ells the Lands of Judza, ibid. he baniſhes the Philoſophers, 396 · 
4 makes the 5 — in Rome, ibid. he — 
ple of Peace, 397. his Death, 399. 

vid or inus and Methodus flouriſh, 655. 

Vitellius goes up to Jeruſalem, and reſtores the High-Priefts Veſt- 
ment, 243. he depoſes Caiphas, and makes Jonathan High. 
Prieſt, ibid. he prepares againſt Aretas, 244. he makes T 
ophilus High- Prieſt, 245. 

Vitellius ſers up for Emperor, 368. he is the ninth Roman En- | 
peror, 369. he is ſlam, 372. 

Ulpian ſlain at Rome, 573. 

Urban the 16th Biſhop of Rome, 571. 


Z 
22 ſlam, 374. 
Zebinus, the 11th Biſhop of Antioch, 572. 


Zephyrinus, the 14th Biſhop of Rome, 540. 


A CHRO- 
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Chronological Table 


Roman and Eccleſiaſtical Affairs: 


FROM THE 


Nativity of our Bleſſed Saviour, to the firſt 
Eſtabliſhment of Chriſtianity by Human 
Laws, under the Emperor Conſtantine the 
Great. 


COLLECTED 


From the Works of Cardinal Noris, Father Pagi, 
Mon. T:/lemont, Sc. Foreigners: From Arch- 
Biſhop Uſber, Biſhop Pearſon, Mr. Dodwell, Gr. 
Engliſhmen; and from the Information of one 
of the greateſt Chronologers now living. 


„ DJ Roman | 


"ME. Emperors. 


Auguſtuo 


from the : Jeſus Chriſt born at Bethlehem o 
Death of | Auzufus examins the State of the the 25th of December, under 
Julius Ca- whole Reman Empire. the Confulſaips of Auguſtus and 
Sylla. 
ſar. 9 


Roman Affairs. ö Eccleſiaſtical Affairs. 


40 


. 0 Gur Lord circumciſed Fan. in. 
40 Neun, divides Paleſtine among Preſented in the Temple Feb. 2d 
Herod's Sons into three diſtiuct He is adored by the Magi, an 


Governments. flies into A het. ; 
41 Herod maſſacres the Infants in 
Bethlehem, and dies à lutcle my 


fore the Paſtover. 


Roman Affairs. | Eccleſiaſtical Affairs, 


and ſettles at Nazareth in Gs. 
lilee. 


Auguſtus baniſhes his Daughter 
Julia. 


: Our Lord returns from ey, 


Auruſtur opens the Temple 
Janus, which had been ſhut be- 
fore our Saviour's Birth. 


—— 


The vulgar Era of our Saviour; 
Birth commences, A. M. 40c4, 
V. C. 754. 


— — 


f iberius returns from Nodes 1 
July, after ſeven Years Stay. 


Cains Caſar makes Ariobarzane 
King over the Armenians. 


1 —— . 


A adopts Tiberius, 
17 pts Tiberius, June st. John the Evangeliſt ſuppos 


27th. 
e refuſes the Title of Lord. to have been born this Year, 
| He complea's the Calendar. alſo St. Paul. 
Auguſtus eſtabliſhes the Militia of 
the Empire. 
A great Famine in Rome, Archelaus baniſh'd, and his Do- 

minions reduc'd to a Roman 
Province. 


coponius the firſt Governor. 


Germanicus manages the War with Cyrenews makes a ſecond Taxatio 


Dalmatia. in Fudea, and depoles 9. 
N the High - Prieſt. 
Judas of Galilee tiſes up and fo 
+ 1 
The Daimatian War finiſh'd, Our Lord, at twelve Years of Age, 
diſputes with the Doctors. 
| Samaritans prophane the Temple. 
Auguſtus makes Laws againſt Ce- 
lebacy. f 1 
Varus defeated in Germany, 
Auguſtus baniſhes Ovid. 
Auguſtus ſends Tiberius into Ger- Ambivius made the ſecond Go 


Tiberius carries on the Wars with 
the Germans. 


Tiberias finiſhes the German Wars, 
and is aflociated in the Empi 
with Auguſtus. 


Auguſtus makes his Will, and lays|Annivs Rufus made the third GC 
it up with the Veſtal Virgins, | vernor of Judas. 


— 


Auguſtus finds 4137000 Citi 
of Rome. 
Auguſtus dies at Nola, Auguſt 19th 


. TIBERIVS reigns 22 Y 


7 Months, and 7 Days. _ 


Jy 


Roman Affairs. 
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Aeris, Gratus made the fourt 


Tiberius. ermanicus Wars in Germany. Governor of Juda. 
: « iberins reſtrains the 'Licentiouſ-jHe depoſes Annas, and ſucceſ- 
neſꝭ of the Players. ſively ſets up 1/bmacl, Eleazer 
2 and Simon. 
« {Germanicss, after t Succelles, 
16 1 is recall'd —— 
3 he Aſtrologers are baniſh'd out 
of Italy, _ [ 
3 ermanicus triumphs, May 26th. [The Jews complain of the Taxes. 
17 appadecias reduc'd to a Ro Tiberius refers them to Germa- 
Province. nicks, 
1 ermanicus ſent into the Eat. 
g 4 ermanicus reduces Comagens to 
I 5 Roman Province. 
| he Senate forbids the Religion 
s horedom in Women of Quality} of the <£xyprtians and ms 
19 is puniſh'd with Baniſhment. and baniſhes the latter out o 
| ermanicus, being poiſon'd, dies} Rome. ; : 
6 towards the end of this Year. 2 made High- Prieſt by 
RI ratut. 1 
6 The Death of Cermanicus teven - Gamaliel made Head of the = 
20 ged upon Piſo. hedrim, according to the Rab- 
7 bins. 
7 iberins retires to Campania inſThe falſe Acts of Feſws Chriſt, 
the beginning of the Year. publiſh'd in the 4th Century, 
1 ate dated from this Year. 
8 [Tiberiss aſſociates his Son Dru» 
with the Tribunitian Power. 
-m P 
Druſus poiſon'd, from which 
9 Time Tiberius m 
5 tyrannical. 


The Players are baniſh'd out 
| Rome and Italy. 


Tacfarinas , 


Tiberius ſolemnizes his 


after ſeven Y 
ruggle, is defeated in Africk, 
De- 


2 — 3 


cennalia, Auguſt 19th. 


[Tiberius retires from Reme, and 
nevet returns. 


Tiberins ſettles at Caprea. 
The Amphitheatre at Fidena 
and kills 20000 People, 
wounds 30000 more. 


Pontios Pilate made the fifth * 
rc 


— 


Herod divorces his Wife, an f 
marries Herodias, Wife to | 
Brother Philip. 


Foſeph, Husband | 
Mary, dies, according to t | 
molt receiv'd Opinion. 


As 


A. D. — Roman Affairs. Eccleſiaſtical Affairs. 
Tiberius 2 THE BEGINNING OF 
Tiberine's Mother Livia dies. | THE GOSPEL, and off 
15 Agrippina, Widow to Germanicus,| John Baptiſts Preaching, in the 
b 29 and her two Sons baniſh' d. Beginning of this, or the lat- 
16 ter End of the laſt Year. 


j e has many Followers, 


— — 
. 


© PE. eſws baptiz'd, Jan. 6. © 

is Temptation. 7 

Sejanus is ſuſpected by Tiberius, [Jobn's Teſtimony of him. 

16 Paterculus finiſhes his Hiſtory. is firſt Miracle at Caua, in March, 
me believe that the RomansT HE FIRST PASSOVER 


30 took ry the Power of Life after our Saviour's Baptiſm 


3 this ApriF 6th. 
8 from the Jews he dt des his Miniſtry, 


is impriſou'd in November, 

Jeſus convetſes with the Samari- 
tans, and then cures the No- 
bleman's Son in Galilee, 


— — — — 


ON ſertles at Capernaum. 


i7 


He calls Peter, Andrew, James, 


tjanus, by Tiberins's Command, . Jen and Matthew, 

17 * executed with all his Family, T HE SECOND PASS0- 
Oftober 17th. VER after our Saviour's Bap- 

After the Death of Srjanus, Ti-| film, March 28. 

berius is more favourable toThe Choice of the 12 Apoliles 


in May, 
3 l the Jews. ohn ſends to Jeſws from Priſon, 


Jeſus receives Mary Magdalene. 1. 
e goes over into = 


: W 


18 where the Inhabitants at 
frighted, | 
e raiſes the Dead, and _ 3. 
other Miracles at Capernaum. 
e K the Miſſion of the 12 Apoltles 
in 7an. —— 
A Volume of the Siby/'s Books|7"4m Baptiſt beheaded in Fe. 
added to the reſt, The firſt Miracle of the Loaves. 
18 Friberivs, in the midſt of his Plea- T HE THIRD PASSOVER 
ſures, cruel and miſerable. after our Saviour's Baptiſm, 
i «April 14th, in which Pilate 36 
ſlays the Galileans. 
32 The ſecond Miracle of the Loaves. 
Peter's Confeſſion of Chriſt. 
Jeſus's Transhguration. 
The Miſſion of the 70 Diſciples. 
9 Jeſus goes to the Feaſt of Taber 
nacles in October. 4 
Dew 


The Return of the 70 Diſci 
Jeſs goes to the Feaſt of 
cation in December. 


x RR — "THE GREAT YEAR. 
Feſus croſies Jordan. F 
19 Tiberius is extreamly ſevere to- His laſt Journey to Jernſalem. 
wards all the Friends and Ac- He converts Zacchens, and rail 
33 complices of Sejanns. Lazarss from the Grave. 38 
Agrippina, and others, are ſuffer- 1 1 np y into 7 
: to periſh by Famine. alem, March 29t 
8 HE + +I Ma 
LAST PASSOVER, 
| — 


iſe 


33 


4 


Roman 


Dj Emperors. 


Tiberius. 


20 


20 


21 


Roman Affairs. 


|  Eccleliaftical Afar. 


— 
— 


——— ů — 


united to Syria, 
The Conſuls celcbrate Tiberin,” 


ſhortly after. 


RIES 


ilip the Tetrarch being dead, 


his Dominions are by TIL 
1 ſtoned, about the Paſſo- 


Vicennalia, and ate condemu'd 


prit 2d, which Feſws change, 
for the Euchariſt. 
Feſus condemn'd, ſcourg'd and 
crucify*d, . Avril zd, Friday. 
His Refurretion, April 5th. 
He appears five times the ſame 
Day, and ſeveral times after. 
His Aſcenſion, May 14th. 
|Matthias choſen one of the Twelve. 
The Effuton of the Holy Ghoſt, 
. May 24th. | 
he fult Eftablihment of the 
Chriſtian Church. 
Muacles wrought, Cc. 
Tilerins propoſes to deifie Jeſus. 
The . — i 4 
James the Leſs made Biſhop of 
Jeruſalem, 


ver. 
The Church firſt perſecuted, 7 
the Believers ditpers'd iuto ſe- 
veral Countries, 
Philip converts the Samaritans, Fe- 
ter and John confirm them, 
Simon Magus the tirit lutroducer 
of Hereſie. 
Philip converts the Eunuch of 
eAthiopa, 


—— —— 


35 


21 


22 


36 


22 


23 
23 
IV. 


Caligula. 
1 


pomms Flaccus. 


A Phornix ſaid to appear in thi 
Year, or the Year 34. 
Rome afflicted by luundations, &c. 


| 


ain: dies at AMiſenum, on 
March 26th. 

CALIGULA reigns 3 Yeats, 
10 Months, and 8 Days. 
Calienls diſpoſes of ſeveral Go- 
VErniments. 


Caligula impiouſſy 


vine Honours, 
Temple to himſelt. 


aſlumes Di- 


r makes Vite/lius Governor fe retires to Aralia, where he 
of Syria, in the Room of Poms! 


. Samaritans deluded | by 4 


and builds 4 Tarſss. 


Paul converted nrar Damaſ; us. 


continues two Years. 
Vitellins goes to Feruſalem at the 
Paſloyer, reftores the Piielt's 
Veſtments, depoſes Caiaphas, 
and ſets up Jonathan. 


Impoſtor, and chaſtis'd by Vi- 
late. 

Pilate deprived of his Govern- 
ment. 

Herod defeated by Avetar. 

Poul returns trom Arabia to Da- 
maſcus, 

Vutcllias makes The hilws High- 
Prieſt. 

Pilate baniſh'd by Caligala to 
Vienna in Gant, 

Marullus \ent in his Room. 
Herod Atritpa advanc'd to be 
King of part ot Judas, 


Paul goes from Damaſcus to 
ruſalem, and from thence «: | 
ripps affronted at Alexanr... . 
and the Fews barbaroully tro... / 
ted. | 
Herod and Heredia baniſh'd. 
Pilate kills lamſclf. 


* 


44 


45 


47 


Roman PD 8 
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| Calieula. Caligula aboliſhes the Memo Petey ſuppos d to have fo 
; Auguſtus's Victoties over "= the Bikoprick of - *—_ 
39 tony, e goes to Lydda and Joppa whe! 
He baniſkes his Siſters, and com-] he cures He, a raiſes Ta 
3 mits many Cruelties. bitha from the Dead. 
he Fews reduc'd to Ex- 
3 Calieula, having made a ridiculous db by ><" 
40 Expedition, returas to Rowe inf HE CALL OF THE 
; Triumph, Augaſt 31, GENTILES, 
| 4 ornelins the fitſt Gentile Con- 
| vert, i 
4 Caligula ſlain by Chereas, on Ja- The Jews favour'd by Claudius. 
nuary 24th. zrippa makes Simon and Mat- 
41 V. LAU DIUS reigns 13 Years, thias High Prieſts ſucceſſively, 
is. | 8 Months, and 15 Days. Many Gentiles converted at Ay 
Claudi e makes Agrippa King of all tioch : Barnabas goes to them. 
I Paleſtine. t. Matthew writes his Goſpel, 
Marſus made Governor of Syria, Paul, after three Years Labour 
I who checks Agrippa. in Cilicia, &c. goes with Bar- 
42 Camillus's Revolt and Death. nabas to . 
2 A Famine in Rome, Peter falſly ſuppos'd to have) 
Pt” ſettled at Rome this Year. 
Th ievers firſt call'd CHa. 
2 landius aboliſhes ſeveral Feaſts 2 — 2155 
and Sactitices. St. Mark's Goſpel written. 
43 JThe Famine foretold by Agabus.|Marſus makes Elionews High 
Marſus affronts Agrippa. ; Prieſt. 
3 laudius goes into Britain, in the Ruvodius ſaid to be Biſhop of 


«Antioch, 


Paul and Barnabas go to Feruſa- 
lem. 


End of this Year, 


dins, April 21ſt, in the tooth 


3 
tains. . Agrippa perſecutes the Church. 
e makes Fadss the ſeventh Geo- . W eie Great beheaded 2 
vernor of Fudes. little before the Paſlover. 
Helena relieves Jeruſalem in the{Peter impriſon'd, and eſcapes. 
Famine. grippa dies miſerably. 
4 Paul and Barnabas made Apoſtles 
| of the Gentiles. - 
; ; Herod of Chalcis obtains Powet| 
4 Claudius forbids erecting any] over the Temple, and makes 
Statue without the Senate's Joſephus High Prieſt, 
Permiſſion. 3 Thewdas t he Impoſtor defeated, 
adus with Longinas diſturb thejThe Diſperſion of the twelve] 
Fews. | Apoſtles. | 
paul and Barnabas began thei 
5 Circuit, and convert Serge 
Paulus in Cyprus, tc. 
Pu and Barnabas go to Antuch — 
5 Thrace, formerly ſubje& to Kings,] in Piſidia; from thence to “ 
reduc'd to a Roman Province. | coniwm, Lyftra and Derbe. ſ 
Alexander, an Apoſtate Jeu, 
6 made the eighth Governor ol a 
Jud sa. 1 
The GRAND SECULARITa and Barnabas, after three 
6 GAMES celebrated by Claw-} Years Circuit, return to A 


och in Syria. 


Roman Affairs, | 
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Emperors. : 
e | Year of the City, under the|_4nanias made High-Priefs. being 
* — of Claudius aud 7 the 12th yr oy bene 2 


Claudius finds above fix Milli 


7 of Roman Citizens. 
Meſſalina publickly marries Ciliss 
g in October, and is executed not 
long atter. 


8 Claudius marries his Neice Arrip- 


um aun made Governor of F«- 
dea, under whom 20000 Fews 
were ſlain in a Sedition. 

The Virgin Mary ſuppos d to die 
this Year, aged 63. 

The Church diftutb'd by Judai- 
zing Chriſtians, 

«= and Barnabas go to Feruſa- 
em, 

The FIRST COUNCIL i 
the Chiiſtian Church. 
au and Barnabas return to An- 
tioch. 
— — — . 
Paul rebukes Peter at Antioch, 1 
Paul and Barnabas ſeparate. \Þ 
Paul circumciſes Timothy. 


Paul travels into Europe. 
At Philippi he is ſcourg'd and im- 
priſonꝰd with Silas. 

He goes on to Theſſalonice 
Ber as. 


prna. 
49 eneca recall'd from Baniſhment, 
9 and made Tutor to young Nero, 
9 Young Nero adopted by Claudins. 
50 Atritpina obtains the Title of 
_—_ — 
10 ere made Prince of the Youth, 
51 (Carattacus — of the Britains 
* de feat ed brought to Rome, 
11 Diſturbances in Paleſiine, which 
cauſes the Baniſhment of c- 
2 manus, 4 little before the Paſ- 
ſ lover. 
= Claudius repreſents a famous Na- 
val Co . 
12 Nero marries Octavia, Daughter 
7 3 „ Claudius. 8 =» 
9 
Claudius poiſon'd by Agrippina, 
13 x October 13th. s 
14 ERO reigns 13 Years, 7 Mont 
and 3 
eneca and Burrhus, Governors o 
34 VI. the young Emperor. 
Nero. {Ners's Government app 
I 
1 ary. 
ſy Vologeſes King of Parthia gives! 
2 Holtages to Nere. 


2 Nero begins to degenerate. 
3 


Neyo poiſons Britannicus in Febru- Falix made Governor of Fudea 
and proves very corrupt 


aul goes to Athens, and diſputes 
before the Areopages. 
he Jews baniſh'd by Claudius. 

aul goes to Corinth, and ſtays 18 


he Death of the Apoſtle Philip. 
grippa preferr'd, and Felix made 
the 1eth Governor of Judas. 
au! brought before Gallo, 

e writes his ſecond Epiſtle t 
the Theſſalonians. 

Paul goes to Epheſus, to Jeruſa- 
lem, to Antioch, through Ga- 
Utta and Phryzia, and returns 
ro Epheſus, where he remains 
3 Years. 

pollos preaches at Corinth. 

eter goes to Babylon, from whence 
he writes his Epiſtle. 
erinthus luppos d to begin 
Hereſie. 


ty canuical. 
Paul coutinues at Epbeſws. 
he Fews deluded by an p- 
tian Magician. 
auls Miracles at Epheſus. 
he Sons of Scava detcated. 


— —  —___ 


Agrippina. 


2 £ begins to hate his Moth 


iftle to the Corinthians, and 
his Epiſtle to the Galatians. 


— 


paul at Epheſus writes his firſt E- | 
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Roman Affairs. | Eccleſiaſtical Affairs. 


| Emperors. 


Paul endanger'd by a Tumult. 

Nero. He leaves Epheſus, and makes T. 

mothy Biſhop of the Place. 

| He goes into Macedonia, a1 writ 

F7 his ſecond Epiſtle to the Corin- 
4 thians. 

He goes to Corinth, and writes his 

Epiſtle to the Romans. 


ry leaves Corinth, and at Tra; 


emma 


Nero takes Poppæa to Court. raiſes Eutychus from the Dead. 
4+ Corbulo becomes Maſter of Ar- His laſt Journey to Jeruſalem. 
menia. He arrives there May 15th. 

He is taken up by the Jews, and 
ſ 8 becomes a Priſoner to the Ry 


mans, 
He is ſent to Felix, who kee 
. | him two Years. 


5 | Ananias depos d, and 1/hmae! made 
I. High-Prieſt, 
Nero, after ſeveral ſecret Contri-|The Jews ſuffer much under the 
#9 5 vances, erders his Mother to Government of Felix. 
6 llain, March 19th. Paul a Priſoner under him. 


Feſtus ther 1th Governor of Fud «a. 
Nero eſtabliſhes new Games in Paul is accus'd before him, who 


6 Rome for five Years, appeals to Nero. 
He is {ent toward Italy in Septem- 
69 1 hipwreck'd, and 
He is Shipwreck” caſt upon 
7 2 ; oy | 


The Death of St. Matthew. 


C | Faul arrives at Rome in Februar, 
7 The Britains, after they had kill'd] and continues 2 Years Piiſoner, 

61 $0200 Romans, arc defeated!St. Luke writes his Goſpel. 
9 by Suetenius. The Death of St. Mark, who is 

5 ſucceeded by Amann. 
EE Foſeph and Anianus made High- 
| Nero ſends Albinus to be the 12th! Pr.eſts. 
g Governor of Judea. The latter cauſes the Martyrdom 
Burrhus dies, Seneca retites. of St. James, about the Paſloyer. 
Nero kills his Wife Octavia. Simeon ſucceeds James in Feruſa- 
. lem. 
62 Matthias ſupposꝰd to die this Year, 
Damneus and Gamaliel made 
High-Priefts. | 
| | 2 Paul writes his Epiſtles to the Phi 
| lippians, tothe Epheſians, to Phi- 
| | . lemon, and to the Coloſſians. 

| | Ist. Luke writes his Acts of the 
| Poppaa obtains the Title of A Apoſtles. | 
4 9 guſt a. Paul writes his Epiſtle to the He 

| \Plautms, Governor of Meſia, per- brews, being at Liberty. 
| 63 forms ſeveral Exploits upon the He goes into Spain, and after that 

Danube. into Crete. 


[Lazarus, whom Chriſt had rais d, 


. is ſuppos'd to have dy'd this 

Year. : A, wy 

oth " {Nero ſets Rome on Fire, Fuly 19th,| Paul makes Tirws Biſhop of Crete, 
'6 10 which continues 7 or 8 Days. and goes into Fudaa. 
| + Rome and 1taly afflicted. t. Peter ſettles at Rome. 


_ 


A. D. 


r, 


Roman Roman Affairs. 
Emperor. 


Eccleſiaſtical Affairs, 


Vitellins. |VITELLIVS reigns 8 Month:, 
and 5 Days. 


e defeats Simon Marcus. i 
THE FIRST GENERA 1 


6 builds a ſtately Palace. PERSECUTION beginning 1 
e ſends Florus to be the 13th} the Month July. | 
64 EP Governor of Judas. he Death of St. Andrew. i 
Paul travels into Aſia. | 
11 The Temple tiniſh'd. l 
Ma the laſt High- Prieſt. 1 
| Piſe's Conſpiracy diſcover'd April F he Jews afflicted by Fla, | 
11 hy 2 34 . Wonderful Preſages of their Ruit 1 
657 Seneca, Lacan, and many others|St. Paul at Philippt writes his firt | 
12 ſuffer. Epiſtle to Timothy. and alſo hi I 
_—_ ere kills his Wife Poppea. | Epiſtle to Titss. i | 
1 St. Paul's Death fotetold, him. 
iridater, King of Armenia, te- The Beginning of the cus Rebe i 
12 ceives his Crown from Nero. lion, and laſt Miſeties, in Aay. 'S 
The Temple of Janus ſhut in} Ananias lain, Auguſt 15th, 1 
April, and open'd in May, 0 The Fews horribly maſlacced U 1 
66 ſoon afrer. Caſarea and Alexandria, | 7 
ere goes into Achaia, in the End Jeruſalem invelted by Ceſt us G 
of this Year, and ſtays till the} {«s in October. 
End of the next. he Ciriſtians fly to Pella. 1 
13 Helins left Governor of Rome. Ceſiins retues November 8th, | 
Veſpaſias lent into Fudea, being 1 
the 14th Governor. v 
Paul's (ecand Arrival at N. i 
he Ohmpic Games are de ferredſttie and St. Peter ate impriſog'd. 4 
13 from 65 to this Year. . Peter writes his ſecond Epift | 
ero contends in the Games, te- St. Pas writes his Rcond Epiſi] 1 
67 ſtores Liberty to Greece, and re-| to Timothy. 1 
turns towards Rome iu the latte; Ye/paſian carties on the Few ; 
14 End of the Year. War, takes Joſephus, and cle: 
Galilee in December. 
— . St. Peter and St. Paul many'd 
| The firſt Revolutions in the Em- Rome, Feb. 22d, 
14 pire begin in March. Linus ſucceeds them in the See. 
Nero abandon' d, and flain near St. Clement writes his Epiſtle to the 
68 VII Rome, Inne gt h. Corinthians, under Galba. 
GALBA reigns 7 Months and ont Weg of Antioch mar 
Galba. | ©, Days tyt'd this Year, 
He governs imprudently The fews divided into hom 
1 » p V. Factions. 
Joſepbus (et Free by Veſpaſian, 
1 Vitellius proclaim'd, Jan. 1. The Jeu languiſh under all the 
Galba adopts Piſa, Fan. 1cth. Miſenes of Wat, Factions, De- 
VIII. jGalba lain, Fan. 15th. 2 — 
rien, and Zacharias are . 
Otho. 1 — av CUI Ignatius lucceeds Envedins iu t 
K Move rath. ** ä Biſhoptick of Aurich. | 
Being defeated he kills himſelt, 
+ 4 April 15th. 


- VE * 7 rn July 

1 rom which Time he reign 
Veſpaſian. 10 Years wanting 6 Days. ; | 
1 Rome plunder'd, and Vitellius lain, 


December 20th. 


—  —_ 


70 


tho 


Roman Affairs: Eccleſiaſtical Affairs, 


I 
Kb goes from Alexandria t 


The Gals revolt. 
Sabinus aſſumes the Title of Ceſar 
in Gaul. 

Domitian goes againſt the Gaul, 
The Capitol, which was burat la 
Year, began July ziſt. 


Titus fits down before Jeruſalem in 
the Beginning of April. 
He gains the firſt Wall April 28t 
and the ſecond May 7th. 
e ſurrounds the City in June. 
Antonia taken July 5th. 
he perpetual Sacrifice ceaſ, 
July 4 
The _ Jorge conſum'd Aug 


sth. | 
The whole City taken and demo- 


Kome in the latter End of th 
Yeur, 


; lim'd September sth. 
The JEWISH OECON Our 
ed, with the Death of 
week 8 
e and Titus Triumph over rita, weeps over the Ruins of 
2 the Jews, in the End of April. Feruſalem. 
itws honour'd with a triumphalſThe Lands of Judas ſold, and th 
Arch, Mony due to the Temple paid to 
71 he Temple of Janus ſhut up the the Capitol. | 
h time. eral Hereſies at this time, as 
3 Veſpaſian's Regulations. the Menandrians, the Ebionites 
and Cerinthians. 
| t. Jude writes his Epiſtle. 
li Silva finiſhes the Wars in{The Jews Temple in /£g9pr de- 
ks £1 Jud aa, April 25th. moliſh'd, and the Race of Ds 
Antiochus King of Comagena de-] vid ſought for. 
| 7% priv'd of his Dominions by theſ The Chriſtians return to Jeruſalem, 
4 Roman Power. arnabas writes his Epiſtle. 
he Death of St. Jude. 
| he Death | of St. Bartholomew. 
| 4 veral Provinces reduc'd to theſThe Death of St. Thomas in the 
Roman Power. Eaſt- Indies, 
73425 he Philoſophers baniſ'd. 2 finiſhes his Wars of th 
eus. 
| | 7 Veſpaſian and Titus make the laſt|The Death of St. Luke. 
74 6 publick Cenſus in Rome, he Death of St. Simon. 
| "6 [Veſpafian dedicates the Temple The Jewif Sanhedrim fit at 74. 
757 eace. neh. 
7 ; 
5 7 Great Earthquakes in Cyprus and 
76 2 the Eaſt. 
% 8 Pliny dedicates his Natural Hiſtory 7 
IF ; to Titus, 
9 A great Plague in Rome. 
7 0 cola | ſeat to reduce Britain. Peregrinus the Cynick, Philoſophet 
78 15 oy | impoſes upon the Comiſtions, 
10 dies nea on 7 | "4 
"as 2 es ne — ” 1, Bio of Rome ſuffers, — 
79 *- [TITVS reigns 2 Years, 2 Month yr — by Cletws ot An 
Titus. and 20 Days. ite 
I A vaſt Irruption of Veſuvins in 
November,which ſuffocates ag 6 as 
| I ires, Plagues, and other Cala-[Foſephus's Wars of the Jews Pat 
80 | "makins © owe, into the publick Library. 
| 2 gricolg's Succefles in Britain. — 


A. D. 


Roman Affairs. 


Eccleſiaſtical Affairs. 


Titus dies in Sabina, on Septem- 


3 ber 13th, 
XII. DOMITIAN reigns 13 Yeats, 
Domitian. | and five Days. 


He begins well, 


: Titws ſaluted Imperator 15th Time.|Polycarp made Biſhop of Smyrna, 


this or the next Year. 


ING founds Churches in 4. 


omitian makes many Regulati- 


The Set of the Nazarens a 


15 


lemens the Conſul ſuffers. 


1 
8 2 > ons. in Peraa. ; 
2 Agricola proceeds in his Victoties. St. John new at Epbeſics. 
> 3 omitian baniſhes the Philoſo-\The Whoredoms of the veſt | 
Y phers. Virgins ſeverely puniſh'd. 1 
3 3 e goes into Germany, and retu | 
with the Title of Germanicus, 
8, 3 Atricola reduces all Britain tothe 
o man Power. 
2:5 98 een 
. 4 Domitian aſſumes Divine Honours Many Sactfices offer'd to Domi- 
8 5 and the Titles of Lord and God. | tian. 
| 5 Domitian finiſhes the Capitol, an 
86 inſtitutes Capitoline Games, to 
G6 | be celebrated every 5th Year. 
8 6 Fl The Hereſie of the Nicolaitans a- 
187 7 bout this Time. 
4 The Revolt and Defeat ot Anto- 
88 7 mus, g 
The Grand SECULAR GAME 
8 celebrated by Domitian , Sep- 
IE ® | tember 13th, 
g Domitian baniſhes the Philoſo- hrs 
8 9 x phers a ſecond Time. 
| 9 Domitian begins to ſhew his Ha- 
90 = tred to the Chriſtians. 
10 omitian triumphs over the Da- cornelia, the Head of the Veſtal 
91 ci uns. Virgins, bury'd alive tor Iucon 
8 11 e ſhuts the Temple of Fanus, | tinency. 
11 Cletws is Martyt'd, and ci 
92 _ remains ſole Biſhop of Rome: 
Wt 12 Agricola dies, and Domitian s Cru-|Hermas writes his Paſtor. 
93 13 elties encteaſe. Herod's Family quite extinct. 
48 Owintilian publithes his Khetotick.|Joſephus finiſhes his Antiquities 
13 Domitian baniſhes the Philoſo-| the Jews, and dies. 
94 phers 2 thud Time. Apollonins Tyanens performs 
14 Magick before 1 Domitian. 
KY THE SECON D GENEAA 
tian ra ainſt man PERSECUTI in t 
85 his Subjelis. ay a 1 ing of the Year. 
95 : St. John thrown into a Cauldro 


of boiling Oil, and then 
niſh'd to the lile of Pater. 


11 


Roman Affairs. Ecclefiaſtical Aﬀairs, | 


A. D, Emperors. 
Domitian. Domitian lain in his Palace onſSt. John wiites his Revelations, 
15 September idth. eral are martyr'd, and St. 
116 s Memory aboliſh'd. _ Grand-children are que- 
. — — on'd, 
96 XIII. On — 1 I Lear, 4 Montns, Domitian —— the Perſecution, 
Nerva, and 5 Days. Nerva is fayourab i 
7 He reſcinds the Acts of Domitian.| ftians. A Os 
1 —— 4 _- 
: [Timothy maityr'd at Ephe 
6 The Pretorian Guards raiſe a Di e . — pheſwe, Jan 
tturbance, : John returns to Epheſus, 
97 erva adopts Trajan, October 28th) takes Care of the Church. 
and after that gives him tulle writes his three Epiſtles. 
2 Power, at the Requeſt of the 47 
[ x 25 OTE > | Churches, he writes his Goſpel. 
2 Ner va dies at Rome on the 21ſt St. Clement, Biſhop of Rome, con 
or 27th of January. demn'd by Trajan to dig in t 
8 wir 1 3 Mines in Tawrica Cherſoneſus. 
9 Trajan. TR AJA reigns 18 Years, 6 
- Months, aud 15 Days. 
s Trajan L_ Pontifex Maximus JET” 
and obtains the Title of Optimus. : 
92 2 He extetminates the Delators, and 2 —— 
makes many Regulations. 
| HE THIRD GENERAL 
PERSECUTION unt 
2' [Pliny Funior makes his celebrated middle of the Year. 
: . Panegytick upon Trajan. St. Clement ſuffets towards the E 
100 Juſtus ol Tiberias finiſhes his Chro-] of the Year. 
z nicle this Year, t. 2 dies at Epheſus, December 
zot h. 
he End of the AT OS TO- 
LICK AGE. 
3 fees firſt Conqueſis in Dacia. 1 :3 
401 He Triumphs. The Hexeſies of the Cainites. 
— | 
4 Trajan makes many Regulations © 
102 5 in the State, 
Fig Pliny Junior made Governor off © e 
103 3 Pontus and Bithynia, Fuſtin Martyr born this Year. 
6 He arrives there September 17th. 
[ED Nero's golden Palace burnt down.'Pliny writes in Favour of the ch. 
10 6 Trajan begins his tecond War in} ſtrans. "I 
+ | Dacia, and builds a : famous Trajan anſwers him. | 
7 Bridge. The Perſecution abated. 
Decebalus lain, and Dacia reduc? 
| 7 to a Rowan Province b Trajan. 
105 8 He triumphs, aud orders new 
Feaſts. FEE £ 1 
Trajan begins his Eaſtern Expedi-|Papias Biſhop of Hierapolis, th 
106 8 — cher, 5 125 Author of the Mil lenarians. 
9 He arrives at Seleucia in December TT "hae 
— rajan arrives at Antioch, Fan. IthiSt. Ignatius condemn'd to the wi 
9 rajan conquers Armenia, and} Beaſts by Trajan. 


imeon Biſhop of Jeruſalem cruci 


reduces it to a Province. 
| fy'd at the Age of 120. 


At 


Roman - Affairs. Eccleſiaſtical Afﬀairs. 
St. Ignatius writes his 7 Epiſtles. 
He is martyr'd at Rome, Decem- 
1 — 1 
10 Trajan makes new Conqueſts ir St. Polycarp writes his Epiſtle t 1 
108] _ Parthia and Meſopotamia. the Philippians. | 
bo 1 
11 Three Cities ſwallowed up in Barſimews in Edeſſa and One 1 
109 Galatia. maityr's. 
12 1 
2 [The Pantheon in Rome burnt b Saturninus begins to broach hi | | 
110 13 Light ning. Herelie in Syris. | 
2 an 
111 14 ; 
Pray” * Bafilides broaches his Hereſic 1 
112 17 Alexandria and Ag ypt. 
| | 157 5 Trajan dedicates a Place in Rome 
113 4 far publiſhing his Acts. 
16 J7y4jan begins a ſecond Expediti- Elxai the Impoftor appears in Pa- 
on into the Eaſt. leſtine, and gives Name to t 
114 17 Oſeuian Sect. | 
| | Trajan conquers chaldaa and Aſ-;7r4jan eaſes the Chriſtians at t 
17 374 Inſtance of Tiberianss. i 
e is endanger'd by a dreadfulThe Jews rebel, and uſe 
; 18 — OW at Antioch, Decem-] Barbarities. % | 
| ber 230 WS 
18 rajan purſues his Victories to-|The Fews, aiter innumerable 
wards the Indies. elties, are ſeverely chaſtis'd 
19 __|He begins to decline. branded. 
19 Trajan diſappointed in Arabia. 
10 _ dies in Cilicia, on Auguſt; 
zt h. 
XV. AD RI AN reigns 20 Years, 11 
Adrian. | Menths wanting one Day. 
I He abandons ſeveral Provin 
in the Eaſt, | i 
1 Trajan Triumphs after his Death. The Church of At hen, being much 
Adrian remits many Debts. declin'd, is reſtor'd by S- 
. dratus Biſhop of the Place. 


| 
| 


Adrian makes an Expedition a-\Oenomausthe Cynick writes 
gainſt the North, and returns. the Heathen Oracles. 


| 


Adrian begins his general Viſita- 
tion of the Empire, and g 
into Gam! and Germany. ' 


Adrian travels into Belginm, Eri The Alexandriazs diſturb'd about 


| IZI tain, and Spain. their God Apis. | 
| *IY Adrian returns to Rome in April. 3 
122 He gives a King to the Germans. 


W [ +/+ ww to 


AD) panes | Roman Afar Eccleſiaſtical Aﬀairs, | 
| Adrian. arian begin his Eaſtern Viſita- 
tion, oes into Aſia 
| 7 Pha nOY 
244 Br” Adrien continues ill at Greece| Adrian enter d inte the Elan 
124 and Athens. | Myſteries, which creates new 
8 2 Troubles to the Chriſtians, 
= Adrian is ſtill at Athens. A — Fecſecution againſt th 
I2 : Chriftians, under which 
7 9 Numbers ſuffer. 2 
wadratus and Ariftides preſent 
9 Adrian returns to Rome, 8 — for the — | 
126 ranian the Governgr writes in 
10 Favour of them. 
| | drian eaſes them by a Decree, 
10 Adrian makes many Kegulations|Agri 4 Caftor writes againſt the 
127 | in Rome. mY Crick! Safes * | 
1 4285 
11 
128 
| 12 
| 33 Adrien proceeds in his ViſitationC-Adrian aboliſhes the Cuſtom of 
129 13 and goes into Africk, human Sacrifices. 
13 Adrian travels into Greece, Aſiaſt he Carpocratian Hereſie begins. 
130 and Syria. A Collection made of thoſe Beoks 
14 | call'd Sibylline Oracles. 
x iran goes into Judas and A. LY 
rabia. | 
131 1 [The Perpetual Edift compos'd by 
Salvius Julians. 
| I Adrian goes into where Adrian rebuilds Fernſalem 
132 | - he deifies — calls it Ælia capitolina. : = 
6 [Adrian continues in f. |7ſtin Martyr converted in Pale 
= 3 3 17 | | ine. 
| Adrian leaves „ and paſſes|The Jews make a general Revolt 
17 over to , * under their falſe Meſſiah Har- 
I 34 18 cocab. 
1 Jeruſalem taken and demoliſh'd. 
18 Adrian returns to Rome, May _ Miſery of the Fews at the 
I and concludes his Viſitation Siege of Bether, which was ta- 
35 I the Empire. | ken in August. 
| | 9 the adopts L. Commodu:s. Ns 44 
"I The Jews are entirely defeated, 
19 with the Death of 5co and eigh- 
Adrian executes ſeveral confide-| ty thouſand of them. 
136 rable Men. ov & ADE DISPERSION 
0 of the Jem. 
wy The End of the Biſhops of the 
1 Qixcumciſion. 3 
* The Jews forbidden to ſee Jer» 
20 ſalem. 
137 Adrian grows Tyrannical. Adrian rebuilds Jeruſalem, and 
I prophanes it. 
93 Mark the firſt Biſhop of Jeruſal 
| of the Uncircumcilion, 


.Þ 4 8 
44 


if Roman Affairs. 


1 


Eccleſiaſtical Affairs. 


Aquila tranſlates the Bible into] 


Greek, 


Commodus dies Jan. 1ſt, 


21 gy adopts T. Antonius, Feb. The — enjoy great Tran- 
| 25th, quility: 
138] XVI. | Adrian dies at Baie, on the 10th|Yet Teleſphorus Bimop of Re 
Ant. Pius. Day of July. _ ſuffers. 
I JANTONINUS PIVS reigns 
| 22 Years,7 Months, and 26 Days. ; | 
I | Antoninusgivesa King to the Qya-|Juſtin Martyr ſettles at Rome, a 
. di, and another to the Armenians. keeps 2 oa for 1 — 
3 1223 of the Goſpel. 
: Phlegon Trallianus finiſhes his 0-|Valentinus and Cerds, two Nereſi- 
3 mpiads this Year, archs, come to Rome, 
3 Fauſtins the Empreſs dies, be- 
tween the 25th of Feb. and 1 
4 | of Fuly. = 
4 [New Games inſtituted in Honour|Marcion, being excommuni 
5 of Adrian the Emperor. joins with Cerdo at Rome, 
s [The Hereſie of the Yalentin; 
6 begins in Cyprus. 
- F The Hereſie of the Marcionite 
begins in Rome, and ſpreads 
als ber 4 ITE thro* many Countries. 
7 Antoninus gives the vitile Robe to 
g L. Verns. 
8 n Peveral ſpurious Writings pub 
5 Fe liſk'd this Time.” pub: 
i Appion writes his Reman Hiſtory, 5 
147 , THE RAND SECULAR 
10 G AMES celebrated in Rome. 
8 io |[Antoninus ſolemnizes his firſt De-| 
I4 cennalia. 
= — I I 1 3 —— 
"BJ „ " [The Chriſtians begin to be hardl 
149 7 treated. 
Sy 12 Ep = 
ee, in Martyr publiſhes his 
170 wh: / Apology to the Empetor. 
BEST 13 1 
13 £ — ien writes to the Grecians 
151 in Fayour of the Chriſtians. 
3 14 n - 
14 F lreniau, publiſhes an Edict 
172 Favour of the Chriſtians. 
OS | = 5 The Heretic of the Ophites 
173 5 Setbians. 
| 16 — 


Eccleſiaſtical Affair, 


| Roman Roman Affaire. 
Enfer. A 
| . Pins. Tuſtin Martyr leaves Rome 
m_— | Vilits the EA. —_ 
. 3 
TEE Juſtin Martyr writes againſt Try. 
18 phon the Few, 
18 
19 1 ä 
5 The Quartodeciman Controverſi 
9 about Eafter begins. 
» Polycarp goes to Rome, w 
_ he coatounds Xercien. ; 
2 Antoninus ſolemnizes his ſecondſHegeſippus ſettles at Rome, about 
Decennalia. N Thi. Sy : 
21 | 
＋ Antoninus renews ſeveral Laws|Metito made Biſhop of Sardi, 
| againſt Adulterers. Aſia. 
22 3 
22 Bt Valentinus dies this Tear. 
cellina a Carpocratian W 
K. 8” — — £0 Rome. | 
Antoninus Pius dies at Lorium, o 
23 the 7th Day of March. lexander the Impoſtor noted fo 
; | SOPHUS reigns 19 Year 
I61| Aut. Phil, and ten Days. 
Lucius Verus joyn'd with him. of 
1 The Emperor Commodss born 
August 311, 5 
Many Troubles and Calamities inſr HE FOURTH PERSE 
1 the Empire. CUTION begins in the fi 
The Britains revolt, the Catti in-] Year of this Reign. 
162 vade the North, and the Parthi-|Glycerie ſuffers in Thrace, Ma 
2 ans the Eaſt, 13th. 
i Yerws is ſent againſt the latter. | 
2 Antoninus makes many Regulati-[The chriſtian Apologies forbidden 
I 63 ons in the State. to be read. 
3 Verus is ſucceſsful in the EA,. 
3 Vers marry'd ro Antoninus s Felicitas and her ſeven Sons mat: 
164 Daughter Lucilla, tyt'd in Rome. 
4 Caſſius is ſucceſsful in the Ea. ¶concordus martyr'd at Spoleto. 
4 The Roman Generals, after many Juſtin Martyr Diſputes with Cyre- 
16 Battels and great Succeſſes, tiniſh} ſcens the Cynick Philoſopher. 
J the War in the EA,. Peregrinus the Impoſtor burns him- 
| 5 | ſelf at the Olympick Games. 
| Antoninus and Verss Triumph o- The Perſecution encreaſes. 
© 5 ver the Parthians. St, Polycarp martyr'd at Sm wa, 
166 Great Calamities in the Empire. | Feb. 23d, : 
6 Antoninus and Verus march againſt, Fuſtin Martyr writes his ſecond 
OY the Marcomanni, &c. Apology for the C hriftians. 
6 The two Emperors, being Succels-jJuftin Martyr, with fix others, 
I 67 ful, return to Rome. beheaded at Rome, by Ruſticus 
| 7 3 the Governor.“ 
6 6 Dion) ſius, Biſhop of Corinth, flour 
168 7 [The Games Wow begin. tithes at this Time. 


* 


Roman Roman Afairs. Eccleſiaſtical 4 = : 
24 1 fairs 
| ; [Soter Biſhop of Reme ſends 

r 68 * to — 8 


— 


8 * 
129] 
9 


German War. , 
2 dies at Altinum, in the midſt 


of Winter. 
ntoninus reigns alone. 


meninus in Perſon ſucceſsfully 


Antoninss and Verns proſecute theſTatian at Rome writes againſt t 


Gentiles. 
'ymmachus tranſlates the Bib 
into Greek, 


Melito preſents an Apology forth 
Chriſtians, 
The Herelie of the Antitafes. 
Tatian begins the Hereſie of th 
Encratites in Meſopotamia. 
The Hereſie of Montaniſts 
in Phrygia. 
The Hereſies of the Adamites 
Alegi begin this Year. 
Pinytus, Philippus, and Modeſtus 
Eccleſiaſtical Writers, flour 
about this Time. 


Bardaſmes broaches his Hereſic i 
Meſopotamia. 


Antonius: and his Men reduce 


9 - 
ues the Wars in the North. 
* purl 0 
10 ivers Events in the Wars wit 
the Northern Nations. 
171 ntoninus ſolemnizes his Decen- 
11 nalia. 
11 Antoninus males many wiſe Re 
172 gulat ions. 
7 Commodus has the Title of Germa- 
1 nicus given him, October 1 sth. 
12 pauſanias putſues his Hi tory of 
173” Pe 
— — 
13 [Antoninus ſucceſsfully carries o 
174 the Wars in the North agai 
14 the Quadi. 
Oy hols * 
Antoninus makes Peace in th 
14 North 
175 aſſins revolts in April, he is 
in July. 
I ntoninss goes into the EA. 
where he buries Fa. 
ntoninus paſſes through Syria an 
I5 Eg ypt, and comes to Athens. 
176 He returns to Rome, and makes hi 
7 Son Commodus Auguſtus, No- 
16 vember 27th. 
He triumphs with him, Oecem. 23. 
Antoninus remits many Debts t 
16 the Publick. 
177 Smyrna tuin'd by an Earthquake. 
17 
| Antoninus, marries his Son Comme- 
17 dus, and goes with him to the 
178 9 Northern War, Auguſt 5th. 
1 ; 
i Antoninus meets with various 
179] 18 Fortune in the North, 


: The Chriſtians eas d. 


to Deſpair, are deliver'd by t 

Prayers of the Chriſtians, fo 

which he writes in Favour o 
them. 


Apollinarir, Biſhop of Hierapolirf 
writes an Apology for the curi- 
ſtians, and dies ſhortly atcer. 


The Perſecution reviv'd. 

Athenagoras and ——xgrreed wes 
Apologies for the Chriſtians. 

The Martyrs at Liens ſuffer 
Auguſt. 

The Account of them is ſeat t 

ſeveral Churches. 


renæus made Biſhop of Liens. 


NR — — —— — 


Time. 
Pantenus made Governor of th 


great Catechetical School i 
Alexandria, which he muc 


MPIOVes, * * 


*B 


Roman Affairs. 


l. (Celſws and other Philoſopher 


flouriſh about this Time. 


Eccleſiaſtical Affairs, © 


Many Martyrs this Year. 


* 
, 
8 ” 1 


and is rain' d. 


Maternus conſpires againſt Com 
modus, and 2 — 


The Emperor Caracalla born, 
«April 4th. 


Perennis forms ambitious Defigns,|Apellonius a Senator ſuffers Mar 


A Famine in Rome, u n which|Clemens Alexandrina, writes hi 


19 : 
— 19 Antoninus Philo ſophus dies "at Siy- The Chrifians eas'd from Perſe- 
20 mium, on the 17th of March, cut ion under Commoduss. 
— — - All, à Diſciple of Marcin, 
1801 XVIII. [coMMODUS reigns 12 Years, $ hes his Hereſie. 
Commodus.| Months, and 14 Days. 
He makes Peace, and returns t 
I Rome in Triumph, Ofeb. 22d. 
The Montaniſts condemn'd by a 
I The Temple of Serapis at Alexan-| Council in Aſia. 
181 Aria burnt. S1 of Antioch, wtites 
apainſt the Pagans, and dies, 
6 1 * : Hegefiopms dies at Rome. 
| 2 The Romans obtain ſome Vigorics|Florinws and Blaſts, two Presby 
182 N over the Dacians. ters, diſturb the Church at 
Rome 
| ok * g 1 
Conſpiracy againſt Commodss, 
Ir 83 3 for which many are executed. 
4 Criſpina baniſh'd and lain. | 
1 „ | Marcia,the Emperor's Concubine, 
18 4 5 EN grows tytannical. fayours the Chriſtians. 
Origen born this Year. 
8 5 The Hereſie of the Marcoſian:. 
[of 6 Theodotion tranſlates the Bible into 
Greek, 


tyrdom in Rome. 


lrenaus writes againſt all the He- 
ret icks. 


Pant anus takes a Journey to the 
Indies for the Propagation 0! 
Chriſtianity, | 

He is ſucceeded in his School by 


Clemens Alexandrinss. 


Exhortation to the Genie. 


Seleucus and Hermias, two Hereli 
archs, ſhew themlelves in 0% 


Rhoden, Diſciple to Tatias, fo! 


AA 


Theodotus the Tanner of By. 
tium, with his Diſciple 4" 
men, broach their Hereſies 


account Cleander and* his Sons 
10 are ſlain. Ammonins $accas flouriſhes. 
10 ſcemmodas grows inſupportable. 
Many Calamities in Rome, 
11 lat ia. 
11 The Temple of Feace, and many 
other Edifices burnt down in} riſhes about this Time. 
I2 _ Rome, * 
| Commodus, having made himſelf} © 
12 10085, Having imſe 
odious, is ſlain at Rome, Decem- 
13 ber 30th. 
XIX , 
W IPERTIN 
Pertinax. |; bay _ reigns 12 Weeks, 
—— He 1s lain, March 28th. 


Rome. 


| Roman Affairs. 


Eccleſiaſtical Affairs. 


— 


—— —— 


Ze is lain, 


SEVERVS reigns 17 Yeats, 
Months, and 3 Days. 

He marches againſt Niger in t 
Eaft. 


JULIAN reigns 9 Weeks, 2 Days. 
une 2d. 


and others in the Eat. 


Severus is ſucceſs ful againſt th 
Parthians, and becomes Maſte 
of the Eaſt. 


Severus is ſucceſ. ful againſt Niger clemens Alexandrina: writes h 


Stromata. 4 


Severus marches againſt Albins 
in the Weſt, 
Carucalls made Ceſar. 


The Controverſie about keeping 
Eafter begins under Pope Vittor 
and occalions Synods in lever 
Parts of the world. 


Albinus defeated and lain, Feb. 
19th. 
Severus returns to Rome, and dei- 
ties Commodus, June 2d. 
Severus marches againſt the Ea- 
ſtern Porentates. 


Caracalla made Anuguſtuc,and Part- 


Severus makes great Conqueſts 
the Faſt. 


Severus continues in the Eaft. 
C made Ceſar by the Senate, 
March 7th. 


ner with h's Father, June 2d. : 


THE FIFTH ENEAR 4 
PERSECUTION begi 
in Rome, without the Order of 
the Emperor. 

Tertullian begins to ſhew himſelf. 


Narciſſus Biſhop of Jeruſalem flou- 
riſhes at this Time. 


Narciſſus being fally accuſed, re-| 
tixes from the See uf Jeruſa- 


I 

193] XXI. 
Severus. 

— - 
194] 
195 

2} 
196 5 
+ 
I 
W 5 
198 1 

6 
1990 „ 

7 
200 

8 

8 
201 

9 
202 

10 

10 
20 
if 
_ 11 


tie gives a Senate to the City of 


Severus ſtill continues in the Eft. 


— . 


lem. | 


The Perſecution reaches Africk. 
Tertullian writes his Apology, withy 

other Pieces relating o the et- 
ſecution, as alſo his Preſcripts- 
ons agatuit the Hereticks. 
The Docetes and Parripaſſans ap- 
pear at this Time. 


— =" — <——  — 


= | 


Severus in Syria gives the vitil 
Robe to Caracalla. 


—— — — 


Severns viſits Arabia, Paleſtine an 
g ypt. 


Altxandria. 


Severus returns to Rome, triumphs» 
and celebrates his Decennalia 


Caracalla maxties Plawtian's Daugh- 
tet. | | 


| |Plantian lain Abour Fan. 22d. 


Tertullian dilcovers the Errors o 


Clemens tet ites from Alexandria. 
Origen begins to ſhew his Zeal. 
[renews mattyr'd at Lions, with al 


The Herelie of he Archonticts. 
Origen is made Governor gf th 


Praxeas, and cauſes him to te 
cant. 


Severus publiſhes Edicts agai 


Jews and Chriſtians, which te 
vives and cucicafes the Perſe- 
cut ion. 


moſt all the Chri/trans. 


-—  —— — 


catecketick School in Alexa 
Ji. 

He emaſculates himſelf. d 
ertullian wiites De Spectaculis. 


1 *B 2 


255 Falix a Robber pillages Italy. 


Severus makes many Regulation: 


Roman Affairs. 


— celebrated after June 
2 


in the State. 


e is ſevere to the Senators. 


ulla Falix ſuppteſsd. 


THE GRAND SECULAR{Muſanus wiites aganff the Encra- 


urn. 


Eccleſiaſtical Affairs. 


ifes, 
Plutarch, Marcella, and Potami ana 
martyr'd in Alexandria. 
Perpetua, Felicitas, and their Com 

panions, ſuffer at (art lage, 

March 7th. 
God puniſhes Africk with Batren- 
nels. | 
Tertullian inclines to the Monta- 
nfs. 
Narciſſus, aftet 7 Years Retirement! 
returns to Jeruſalem, and go- 
verns the Church with his thi: 
Succeſior Gordius, 


Tertullian, now Mintaniſt, writ 
againſt the Marcionites and other 
Hereticks, | 


— — 


him, and makes him Auguſtus, 
e goes with his two Sons int 
Britain. 1 


everus joins | his Son Geta = 


everw meets with many Difficu!- 
ties and Succeſſes in Britain. 


2 + 


R MV 


het ck 4 Wall in Britain. 


ICaracalla travels into Macedonia 


He falls ſick towards the End of 
the Year. 


Severus dies at Eberacum or Tork 
on the 4th Day of February. 


ͤ— ——— ͥꝗꝓ e — 


CAR ACALL.A reigns ſix Yeats, 
2 Months, and 4 Days, 
eta join'd with him. 


Philuſtratu: the Athenian writes the 
Life of Apollonius Tyanen:. 


Minutius Felix writes for the Chri- 
ſtian Religion. 

Tertullian wines De Pallio. 

Tertullian writes to Scaprla in Vir 
dication of the Chriſtians. 

The Fifth Perlecution ceaſes. 

Origen goes to Rome. 

Apollonius writes againſt Montany1. 


Geta is ſlain by his Brother Cara- 
ca lla, Feb. 17th. 

Caracalla commits - innumerable 
Ctuelties. : 


Caracalls travels into Gaul, mak 
many Changes, aud returns * 


Rome, 


Fo into Germany, whereſorigen compoſes his Terapla, 


Cles. 


he commits many Extfavagan- He goes to preach in Arabia, 


Origen takes Aſſiſtants in his cate 
caetical School. 

Alexander Biſhop of Cappadocia 
by divine Impulſe, join'd with 
Narciſſus Biſhop of Feruſalem. 

The Montaniſt; are excommunica 
ted by the Church of Rome, 
together with Tertullian. | 

Tertullian writes ſeveral Pieces 4 
gainſt the Orthodox. 


returns to Alexandria. 


and Afia, where he commit 
new Follies. . 
Caracalla commits many intolera 
ble Barbatities at Alexandria: 


And no leſs Wickedneſs in t 
Eaſt. 


Origen retires from Alexandria 
-and preaches at Ceſarea. 


metrins. 


fe is iecall'd by his Biſhop De. 


— — — 


—— 
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1 


. Emperors. 6 4 * — che 7 rt h G k Ve G — - 
—— _ — . 2 . ou rer er of 
Caracalla. N — I Bible found at — 2 5 
6 hy — [Yatalis, a Confeſlor at Rome, lap 


. les, and is reftor'd b 
MACRINUSYS reigns 1 Year, 2 - . 4 
7 Months wanting 3 Days. "he Herelie of the Melchiſedeci 


7 XXIII. Je purchaſes Peace of the Yarthi | *. 
Macrinus. ans, and winters at Antioch, 


—— n 


- _— i 


ay TO ny lagabalss declat'd Emperor A The Emperor's Aunt Mamea ſend: 
16h, + \ for Oriren into Syria, to be in 


2 Macrinus and his Son Gain, on th {truſted in the Chriſtian Reli 
7th Day of Fune. hs Sion. 
218 XXIV. 5 a rigen teturns to Alexandria. 


Elagabalus ELAGAB ALUS reigns 3 Years 
9 Months, and 4 Days. 
1 : He winters at Nicodemts, 


[Elagabalus comes to Rome, where 


dv 2% 6 


21 1 he begins to commit many Ex 
9 4 travagancies. 
e 7 [Em Great Inſtances of Superſtition a (: 
220 2 mong the Romans. ' 
3 E 88 
— lagabalus adopts his Couſin A Julius Africanus compoſes hi 
221 3 — and calls him Alexan-| Criſtian Chronology, 
1 3 
Elagabalus ſlain by the Soldiers i 
4 2 on the 11th Day of The Church happy under the Em 
ch. peror Alex nder. 
e * H:ppolytu:, Biſhop in Arabia, flou- 
Alexander. ALEXANDER teigns 13 Yeats riſhes about this Time. 
and 9 Days. 
5TH r He makes great Regulations. 
Alexander proceeds in his Regula - Oriten writes Commentaries upo 
22 z 1 tions. P yu the Scriptures, and employs ſe 
2 His Grand-mother Maſs dies. veral Notaries. 
bp Casta, the Hiſtorian, a”, 
224 2 vanced. 
FT ET LETS * 5 
| The Emperor Gordian born, Janu- 
227 ary 2cth. 
226 : | 
ET TT TIT Origen applies himſelf to Philoſo- 
227 by \£ and writes to Heraclas 1 
6 juttification. 
| a "Tear Croitian, Main in orig goes towards Achaia. 
6 Vipian, the 528 At Paleſtine he is ordained ptesby 
228 = mean abs, x0. ter, which is highly reſented b 
| his Biſhop Demetrius. 
7 2 Di-n Ca Sas retires to Bithynia, a 
N 229 8 finiſhes his Rowen Hiſtory. 
ö — 8 4888 1 58 = 
| 230 9 * 
- "FB 3 


Roman Affairs. Eccleſiaſtical Affairs. 
4 ut Len oblig d to quit Alexandria, 
and is condemn'd by two Coun- 
cils, and excommunicated. 
e finds many ProteQors, 
The Council of Iconium, a 
l Heretical Baptiſm. 
10 [Alexander marches againſt Artax-[Origen is till diligent in his Writ- 
erxes, who had waſted Meſopota- _ K 
mia. The Feruſalem Talmud begun 2. 
11 . bout this Tear. 
11 [Alexander has great Succeſſes a MO 
gainſt Artaxerxes, and the Per- 
12 — 
12 lexander returns to Rome, an 
triumphs, Seprember 25th. 
' He marches againſt the Germans 
3 {oon after, 4 
: Alexander {lain near Meniz by theſ T HE SIXTH GENERAL 
3 Soldiers, on the 19th of March. | PERSECUTION, in t 
XXVI. Beginning of Maximinus 
Maximin. {4 AXIMINUS reigns 3 Yeats; Reign. 
and a few Days. Tertullian writes De Corona, an 
T  peveral conſpire ngainft him. | againſt Flight in Perſecution. 
rototectus and Ambroſius impti- 
I Maximin ſucceſsfully wars againſt] ſon'd for the Faith. 
the Dacians and Sarmatians,|Origen writes to them concernin 
2 and winters at Sirminm. Martyrdom, and retires fro 
E ak ; Ceſarea. | 
Gordian and his Son proclaim*d}0r:gew proceeds in his Commen- 
2 Emperors in the middle of May. taries upon the Bible. 
They are ſlain in July. rhe Chuich enjoys Peace, 
Maximus and Balbinus declared by 
the Senate, July grh. 
3 A great Sedition in Rome, and part 
: of the City burnt, 5 2 2 
3 Maximin beſieges Aquileia. Origen re · aſſumes his School 1 
XXVII. [He is ſlain befote the Place in the] Ceſarea. - 5 
Maxim. & End of March. Gregory 8 flouriſn 
er ooahnes Samos es ————m> t this Ti 
Balbinus. |[MAXIMUS and BALBINUS 18 
l reign a little above 3 Months. 
XXVIII. Irhey are flain, July 15th. 
Gordian. GORDIAN reigns 5 Yeats, and 
I . 2 
: Gordian governs with great Satiſ-[Gregory Taumaturgus miraculouſly 
faction. ordain'd Biſhop of Neocaſarca. 
2 5H He is ſaid to work many Miracles. 
3 abintanus lets up for Emperor inl[ The terelie of the Valeſians. 
Ajrick, rigen makes a ſecond Voyage 
3 e is ſoon ſuppreſs d. into Greece. 5 
ordias, marries the Daughter o 
3 Mi ſit heus. | 
art hquakes and Prodigies in t 
4+ Empire. | 
„ [Gordian is ſucceſsful againſt thejBeryllus of Arabia broaches ſeve- 
+ Goths, and againſt Sapores King] ral Errors. 
5 of Herſia. rigen confutes him in a Synod. 


— 


T— ä 


2 


4 


Ts 
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Roman Affairs. 
— 


Mi ſithaus dies. 
Philip advanc'd to his Place. 


Eccleſiaſtical Affairs. 


Philip ſuppos d (not without Rea 
ſon) ro be a Chriſtian, 

He ſubmits to Penance under Ba 

He Biſhop of Antioch. 

Origen writes to him, and hi 

Empreſs. 


The Church flouriſhes, and Po 
Fabian ſends many Biſhops an 
Paſtors into Gaul. 

Tertullian turns Hereſiarch, 

dies ſoon after. 


St. Cyprian converted to Chriftia- 
nity at Carthage. 


7 Jordin declines, 
IGordian lain in the Borders of Per 
6 ſia, in the Month of March. 
XXIX. [PHILIP reigns five Years, and 3 
Philip. few Months. 
He makes Peace with the Perſians 
Y and returns 10 Syria. 
a Philip returns to Rome, where he 
" makes many Regulations, 
2 5 Son has the Tribauiti 
Power. 
33 
3 Philip's Son made Auguſtut. 
4 
GAMES celebrated the I. 
Time in Rome, U. C. 1000, 
hilip undertakes to purge theCity. 
[Famines and Troubles in 
Empire. 
Decius proclaim'd Emperor. 
6 Philip is ſlain between June 17th 
and October 19th. 
2 DECIVS rei Years, and 
reigns two Years, 4 
Decius. | Month ——_ 
I makes his four Sons Caſars. 
The Goths ravage the Empir 
which is attended with many 
K Calamities. 
A terrible Plague begins, which 
laſts ten Years. 
| 
2 
Decius its ame in the Spring. 
| and hes into Aſzſia. 
D Valerian nam'd Cenſor, October 27th. 
Decius defeated by the Goths, and 
3 ſlain in the latter end of No 


vember. 


THE GRAND SECULAR(S. Gprian made Biſhop of Car- 


thage. 


rigen writes againſt Ceiſiss. 

The Chriſtians barbaroully treat 
at Alexandria, in the Mont 
of January. 

THE SEVENTH GENERAL 
PERSECUTION, in the Begin- 
ning of the Reign of Decius. 

Many apoſtatize, and ſeveral pu- 
niſh'd for it. 

ope Fabian maityr'd Jan. 2oth. 

Abdon, Vifteria, &c martyr'd, Ce 

lerinss and Moyſes ee 


he Perſecution reaches Africk i 
April. 

. Cyprian, Gregory Thanmaturgw , 
and Dion yſius Alexandrinn: retue. 
Paul of Thebais the firſt Hermit. 


Celerinus, and innumerable o- 
thers ate matrtyr'd. 


Babylas of Antinch, Neſtor, Pionens 


Orrgen ſuffers much. 
The Church in Africk begins t 
have Peace in December. : 
The Beginning of the Nov 
3 N 

ovatus and Novatian join. 
St. Cyprian returns to Carthage. 
The firſt Council of Carthage. 
A Council at Rome which * 
municates Novatian, 


6 TY 


5. — ——— > 2 — — 


6 * » 


\ 
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Roman Affairs. Eccleſiaſtical Affair. 
ALLus reigns one Year, and 6/Novatian uſurps the Biſhoprick of 
Months. Rome. 


allus makes Hoſtilian Auguſius He is rejected by ſome, and fol 
and his Son Voluſian Ceſar. low'd by others. 

e makes a diſhonoutable Pe lexander Biſhop of Feruſalem di 
with the Goths, Priſoner at Caſarea. 


1 
oluſran made Auguſtus in the Vevatian raiſes new Diſturbance; | 
I End of July. . he firſt Council of Antioch, 2 
allus comes to Rome and cauſes The ſecond Council of Carthage, 
Heſtilian to be ſlain. allus revives the ſeventh Perſecu- 
any Nations invade the Empire, tion. 
2 t. Cyprian is careful of his Flock, 
| and writes ſeveral Treat iſes. 
amines, and other Calamities injThe Church enjoys Peacc till th 
2 the Empire. eighth Perſecution, 
'milian proclaim'd Emperor. [Origen dies at Tyre, aged 69. 
Valius his Son ſlain at Terni in The Seft of the Origrniſts. 
XXXII. | M93: The third Council of Carthage. 
Valerian 1 1 Cyprian writes againſt Fortuna- 
ALERI.AN reigns almoſt ſeyen| tianus of Aſſur, 
Years. | 
I milian ſlain in Auguſt. 
Gallienus made Aug uſtus. 
8 — | Pupienus oppoles St. Cyprian. 
I alerian governs well and honou -The fourth Council of Carthare 
rably. — Baſilides and Mar- 
tiat. 
c t. Cyprian writes about Alms. 
2 e is concern'd with the Gallican 
Biſhop. 
— The fifth Council of Carthage 
concerning the Validity of He- 
3 reticks Baptiſm. 
8 NT: The ſixth Council of Carthage up 
on the ſame Subject. 
3 ope Stephen tejects all their Pro- 
ceedings. 
t. Cyprian writes to Julianus. 
he leventh Council of Carthage 
4 in September. 
irmilian, Dion ſins, &c. join vithy 
St. Cyprian. 
HE EIGHTH GENERAL 
The Perſians, Scythians, andother] PERSECUTION begins 
4 Nations invade the Empire. in April, and continues thrice 
| Years and a half, 
ope Stephen martyr'd, Auguſt 29. 
t. Cyprian baniſh'd, Auguſt 30th, 
5 abellins broaches his Hetelic | 


Lybia. 


alerian marches with his Army to[The Perſecution encreaſes. 
B)z.antium, to go againſt theſPope Stu, and his ang 
. 


irnyfans Alexandrinus bauiſh'd. ; 


— 


Perſians. Lawence mattyt'd, Arguft bt. 
any maityr'd in Africk, 

, Cyprian recall'd from Baniſh- 

ment, and beheaded, September 


14th. 


— 
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XXXIII. 8. reigns almoſt #]Panius Samoſatanur, the noted Bi- 


Gallienus. 


- 


| [Gallienus triumphs for Odenathws?s Aſtyrins ct le 


Roman Affairs. | Eccleſiaſtical Aﬀairs, 
The Scythians paſs the Danube, en- Many Martyrs ſuffer in Afri 

tet — — pillage an infinite} in, Lybra, Paleſtine, and ot 
Nu of Places. | 


Valerian declines. The great Miſeries and Calamiti 
Valerian is taken Priſoner by Saps-| in the Empire, cauſe Galli 


res King of Perſia, — relax the Perſecution in Odo 
7. 


Years after his Father's Captivi-| ſhop of Antioch, 


k 
vail Ravages made inthe Empire. 
b oſi humus lets up in Gas Ingenw- 
uin Pannonia, who is ſlain, 
lucceeded by Rygrllianss. 


— — 


anus and his Sons ſet up i The Chriſtians behave them 


—_—_ 
the Eaff. nobly at Alexandria. 

reat Troubles in Alexani'ria be Dion iu, Alex mdrinus ingages a- 
fore the Paſſover. | gainſt Sabellins, 

iſo and Valens ſet up, the one in This occaſions the ſecond Coun- 
Theſſaly, the other in Achaia. | cil of Reme. 
They are both ſlain. ; 

denathws is (ucceisful againſt t 


Perſians. 


Macrianws and his Son defeated by|Macrianus perſecutes che Chrifts- 

Aureo/ur, who ſets up himſelt} an, in the Exft. 

and reigns till Callienus s Death |[Marinws mart — at Caſarea. 
rated. 


Advantage over the Perſians. |Gallienws publiſhes a Reſcript 
The Goths and Scythians ravagq Favour of the Chriſtians, aft 
Greece and Aſia, and pillage} the Death of Macrianss. 


Diana's Temple. Dionyſinms Alexandrinus confut 
milian ſets up in fg ypt. Nepes and the Millenaries. 
Many Chriſtians carty'd captive b 


the batbatous Nations. 


y Reaſon ot the Failing of ſo 

Chriſtians, Gregory Thaumat urg 
writes his Canonical Epiſtle. 
he Chriſtians ſufter much ia t 
Siege of Alexandria. 


Saturninus (ets up in the Borders of 
Scythis. 

Emilian beſieg d in Alexandri 
and afterwards ſlain. 
erillianws lain in Pannonia, af- 
tet three Years Reign, 
Odenatbus defeats Baliſta, and th 


Perſians. 


denat us having ſettled his Power|Pau/us Samoſrtanus ſhe ws his Ex- 
in the Eaft, is made Auguſtus, rors and Vices: 
and join'd with Gallienss. # hich occaſion the ſecond Coun- 

Gallienus marches againſt Poſthw-| cil of Antioch, 
mus in Gaul,where he is wounded. 

Vidtorinus joind with Poſthumus 
and out-reigns him. ] 

Trebellian ſets up in Aſia, and igGregory Thanumaturgus dies at Neo- 
ſlain. Ceſarea, atter he had govern" 

The 1/anvi revolt. that Church 26 Years. 

** ſers up in Africk, and teig 


t ſeven Days. 


The Goths Pillage Aſia, Galatia, Many Chriſtians made captive b 
and Cappadocia, ard carry away} the Gotbs, who propagate th 
infinite Numbers of People. Faith amongſt them. 

| The Franks receive the Faith a 


bout the ſame Time. 


——_— 


= — — 


| 


' PAURELIAN reigns five Years 
3 one Month. 


Irhe Marcomanni, and other Na 


Poſthumus in Gaul ſlain by 


Victorinu and Marius lain. 
Tetricus ſucceeds in all Gaul. 
Vaſt Ravages in the Empire. 


The Goths and Herwli pillage Aſia 


CLAUDIUS reigns alittle above Claudius is ſuppos'd to be ſome- 
He defeats Aureolus, and 


The Goths to the Numbe 
Zabias General to Zenobia becom 


ym marches to Sirminm in| 


| enlarges the Ciry Walls. 


Roman Affairs. Eccleſiaſtical Afﬀairs, 


e afrer four Tears Reign = — —— 
is fla oni us. . ſupported by Zenobia 
enobia and bar Sons ſucceed 7 


in the Eat. 7 
Lallia- 
nus, who ſets up for himſelf. 


and Greece. 
allienus {lain near Milan on t 
zoth Day of March. 


two Yeats. what ſevere to the Chriſtian; 


to Rome in Triumph. 


r of 
$20000 Men, after many Ra- Perphyry the Apoſtate Chriſtian, 
vages, are defeated by claudius. ouriſhes in this Reign. 


Maſter of </£gypr. 


„ 
— 


Pannonia, where he dies in the The Chriſtians are favour'd 


Month of April. cAnrelian. 
he Third Council of Antioch 


which deprives Paulus Samſa 
tanus, and places Domnws in lit 
See. 
t. Anthony retires to the Deſan 
of /£gypr, at 20 Years of Aye. 


i. 


«intillus Emperor for 17 Days. 
Aurelian ſhews Vigour and Seve- 
rity. 


tions, defeated by Aurelian. The Sybils Books ſearch'd into. 
Aurelian returns to Rome, and;The Chriſtians lighted. 


— 


Aurelian begins his March agai 


aulus Semoſatanus fails in hi 
Intereſt. 


Zenobia. 

He defeats Zenobia, and beſieges 

her in the latter End of t 

Year. 

Zenobia is taken Priſoner. 

Longinus is executed by Aurelian. 

Aurelian puniſhes Palmyra. 

He reduces Firmus in «/£g ypt, and 
cauſes Tetricus in Gaul to yield. 

He triumphs: over all. 


— 


aulus Samoſatanus depriv'd b 
Auxelian. 

urelian caſts an evil Eye upo 
the Chriſtians. 


— — 


onſtant ine the Great born Febr. HE NINTH GENERAL 
PERSECUTION beg! 
in the latter End of this Year. 
_ Felix mattyr d December 
22d. 


Aurelian lain near Byzantium, ; Perſecution ſoon ſopp d- 


the Month of March. | 


IA. 5 —— Roman Aﬀairs. Eccleſiaſtical Affairs. 
bl [An Interregnum of fix Months. 8 

nx T Ac! TVS begins his Reign | 
275 J September 25th, and continue 


I 6 or 7 Months, 
x Tacitus goes towards the EA. 3 
[ti is ſlain at Tarſus in Aſia on the] The Chriftians enjoy a full Peace. | 
I 12th of April, ot a little at-} Anatolin: Biſhop of Laodices flou 
ter. riſhes in the Beginning of Pre- 


276 XXXVII. [pRoBUS reigns 6 Years, and ] %s Reiga. 
Probus. or 4 Months, 


Florian lain after three or fou ? 
I Months Reign, 
1 Probus obtains vaſt Victories int he Hereſie of the Maniche | 
, mo... begins about this Time. | 
77 2 teat Rejoycings at Rome, 
*h 2 Probus marches into [llyricum and Archelans, Biſhop of Chaſchars i 
i 8 Thrace, and cleais them from] \eſipotamia, flouriſhes about 
7 3 the Goths and Sarmatians. this Time. 
Probus conquers the Iſauri, and 
3 the Blemii, and makes Peace 
with Vararanes King of Perſia. 
279 e returns through Thrace, an 0 
4 t::umphs. 
| © Saturninus revolts in Æg yet at 
280 4 Proculus and Bonoſins in Gawl. 
Probus reduces them all. 


Dorot hass, a worthy Presbyrer 
Antioch, flouriſhes about thi 
Time. 


Probas gives Peace to the Empli 
13 5 and employs his Soldiers 1 
( p Planting, Building, &c. 


Theognoſtus and Pieriss, two Di 
ſciples of Origen, flouriſh 
Alexandria. 


| 6 Probus (lain near Greece, in Aug 
or November, 


232 XXXVIILL 12s reigns about one Yea 
Carus, &c.] and one Month, 


I He makes his Sons Carina! 
Numerian Caeſars. 


Taras worſts the Sarmatians. 
[Carins aud Numerian made A4 


78 1 guſti. in the latter End of As 

at guſt. | 
cus aſter Advantages over the 
2 Perſians is flain by Thund 


atrer the th of December. 

Carinus makes magnificent Feaſt 

2 in Rome, Seprember 12th. 

Namerian lain by Aper, befor | 
XXXIX. the 17th of September, 


T Diocletian. DIOCLETLAN reigns 20 Years. THE DIOCLETIAN RA, 


—— — ee —.— ⸗ä¼ePäũßſ | 


7 Months, and 14 Days. or the ea of the Mariyrs, 
= 1 — made Ceſar, N-vember] commences Anguft 25th. 
⁊ ot 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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[T1 Roman 


Emperors. 


Diocletian. 


* 


7 


7 


— 


Eccleſiaſtical Affairs. 


j Roman Affairs. 


and ſlain in Maeſia, 
Maximian marches againſt t 
Bagaudas in Gaul, 


1 


Trins, overthrown by DiocletianThe Thebean Legion fuppos'd t 


have been martyr'd this or t 


following Year. 


imian made Auguſtus, an 


1 TIED = 1 
Maximian is victorious over theſThe Hereſie of the Hieracite; 2. 


Al billeus ſets up in cg pt. 


equal with Diocletian, April 1ſt 
He has the Weſtern, and Diocle- 
tian the Eaſtern Parts of th 
Empire. 
arauſius revolts in Britain. 


Dincletian is ſucceſsful againſt Nay- 
ſes King of Perſia. 
Maximian worſts the Germans, 


he Chriſtians m 


Troubles at Rome, 


ſi 


eral are ſuppos'd to be mat- 


tyr'd this Year. 


The Emperors publiſh Edicts a- 


gainſt rhe Manichees, 


Germans, 


: 


: 


bout this Year. 


—JA__—_— ——_ 


cet with ſ. 


Maximian is forc'd to make Peace 
with Carauſins. 

Diocletian wars with the Sarma 
Frans. 


ö 


gu ſtus in Axitain. 


reat Troubles in the Empire. 
The two Emperors conſult at Mi- 
lax. 


Conflantins and Galerins made Ca- 
2 at Nicomedia, March 1ſt. 
The Empire divided among th 

Empe:ors and Ceſars. 


Yeats longer. 


. 


thy Biſhops, flouriſh 
Iime. 


— 11 obtains the Title of Av. Methodins and Viforinus, two wor- 
b about this 


Caranſeus (lain in Britain by Alle-\Diecletian aſſumes Divine Ho- 
| "2; who holds the land three 


nours. 


Galerins obtains Advantages over 
the Sarmatians, and other Nor- 
| thern Nations, 


The Carps ſubmit to the Romans.\Phileas and Heflchius, two worthy 


Biſhops, and Pamphilus a 
flouriſh about this Time. 


nd Lu- 
cian, two eminent Presbytets, 


— uﬀuCbk 


30 


— 


— — : - — 
* | Roman Roman Affairs. Eccleſiaſtical Affairs. 
On OOO PIGEON WE" | 
—Pöioclerian. — in Britain reduc'd by = 
onſt ant ius. 
296 12 Dic letian reduces Achilleus in Æ· 
| 13 £ypt in 8 Months. 
.net is ſucceſsful in the Eaſt. 
6 13 e grows inlolent. N 
— 5 Diecletian begins to petſecute the| 
14 Dyocletian's and Maximian's Baths] Chriſtian Soldiers. 
begun this Year. Arncbiuz writes againſt the Gen- 
298 ties 
15 
I5 the Marcomanni ate defeated by 
299 5 the Emperors. 
16 Peter of Alexandria floutiſhes. 
300 
17 
: Che Chriſtians begin to grow cor- 
17 {Conſtantine defeats the Lingones,| rupt. 55 
and kills 60600, The Schiſm of the Meletians be- 
301 gins this Year, 
18 
* A Famine in divers Parts of theſGalerins urges Diocletian to pet 
18 Empire, ſecute the Chriſtians. 
302 Calerius winters with Diacletian at Diocletian conſults the Or 
| Nicomedia, and conſcats, 
19 
* fr oe FHE TENTH GENERA 
Diacletian celebrates his Vicennalial PERSECUTION, begi 
19 at Rome, and triumphs Novem-| February 23d, at Nicomedia 
ber 2oth with Maximian, continues 10 Yeats, and f 
He leaves Rome in haſte, Months, .. : 
303 | Horiid Cruelties, and innumerabl 
Martyrs in all Parts of t 
Empire, Gaul only excepted. 
20 
2 Diocletian has a great Sickneſs moſt]The Perſecution carry'd with new 
of this Year. Fury by Galerius and others. 
20 e artives very ill at Nicomedia inſit rages in the Eft. 
the End of the Tear. ay Marcellinus (uffers on O 
304 He is believ'd to be dead on the| ber 24th. 
13th of December, Vacancy in the See of 
21 three Years. 


** — — 


ſtantine into Britain. 
2 0 


Roman Aairs. 


Eccleſiaſtical Affairs, 


) — appears openly, March 
rſt. 


He reſigns the Empire, with Max- 
imian, on May the iſt. 


— — 


= — _ - 


one Month, and 25 Days. 
The Empire independently divi 
between him and Gal/ienss. 
Maximin and Severus ate Ceſars. | 


Maximin follows his Example. 


ONST.ANTIUS reigns one Yeat» The Council of cirtha. 


alerius encreaſes in Crueitics 10 
the Chriſtians. 1 


The Perſecution ceales in Africk 


and the Weſt, 


he Council of Eliberes, 


Conftaniins ſends for his Son con- 


25th Day of July. 


CONSTANTINE reigns 30 Tears, 
and almoſt 11 Months. 
Severus made Auguſtus by Gale- 
rins, who only accounts Con/tan- 
tine Caeſar, 

Maxemtins lets up in Rome, Octo- 
ber 28th, 

Maximian re-aflumes the Empire. 


Severus goes againſt Maxentius, 
and is {lain in April. 


[Conſtantine favours the Chriſtian, 


Calerinus and Maximin encreal 
the Perſecution in their Domi- 


nſtantins dies at Tork, on the] nions. 


Peter, Biſhop of Alexandria, writ 
his Canonical Epiltle befor 
Eaſter. 


he Melettan Schilm encreales. 
The Schilm of the Donatift; be- 
gins. 


Maximin ftill rages againſt the 
Chriſtians in the Eaff. 


Alexander ſets up in Africł. 
Maximian gives his Daughter Fan 
ſta to Conſlantine in May. 
Galerius goes againſt Maxentins, 
and returns in a Fright, 
Galerius makes Licinius Auguſt 
in November. 


ſuſtus, and Galeriusunwillingly 
confirms it both to him and 
Conſtantine. a 

Maximian conſpites againſt Cen- 
flantine, and 1s defeated. 


21 
XL. 
395 Conſtantius 
1 
— 0p 
XLI. 
306 | 
Conſtantine. 
1 
1 
| 397 
2 
2 
308 
3 
3 
309 
4 
4 
10 
. 


A great Sedition in Rome, which 
is much afflicted by the Ty- 
rannies of Maxentius. 


Maximian, for his treacherous De- 
ſigns againſt Conſtantine, is exe- 
cured. 

Galerius ſiruck with an incurable 
Diſeaſe in March. 


amphilus toxturd, and impti- 

{or'd at Ceſarea. | 

He and Euſebius yindicate Origer's 
works 


Years, Marcellus is made Biſho 
of Rome, Feb. 18th, 
Valentina Thea, and many others, 
luffet in the Eat. 


Pamphilus ſuffers Feb. 16th. 
Euſebins retires to At, Wh 
he is impriſon'd. 

Marcellus Biſhop of Rome con 
demn'd to keep Beaſts, and th 
baniſh'd, Odteber 7th. 


Emperors. 


Roman Aﬀairs. | Eccleſiaſtical Affairs. | 


THE 
a Hantine. 


dies miſerably in May. 
Maximin enlarges his ini 
in Aſia. 


of the Year, 


'Galerius oppreſs d with Torments,|Galerins publiſhes an Edict in F 


umph, in October. 


THE INDICTION begins. 


iocleſi an afflicted. 


e dies miſerably, December 3d. 


Conſtantine intireiy defeats Max- 
entius, and enters Rome in Tri 


5 
311 

6 

6 
312 

7 

7 
313 

8 


ſtantia to Licinim in Jan. 
He is overthrown by Licinius 
May, and flies to the Eaff, 
Maximin in great Diſtreſs poiſo 


Aug uſt. 


Conſtantine marties his Siſter Con- 


vour of the Chriſtians, 
zot 


enters Italy in the latter End|Miltiades ſucceeds in Rome, Jul 


Conſtantine inſfructed by the Viſ 
of the Croſs in the Heavens. 

He adviſes with Biſhops, and 
ruſes the Scriptureg. 

He publiſhes his firſt Law in F 
vour of the Chriſtians, 

Maximin unwillingly 
with it, 


Conſtantius and Licinins iſſue 
everal Laws for chriſtianity 
Milan. 


Maximin marches againſt Licinins 


himſelf, and dies miſerably i 


Licinius againſt Maximin is i 
cted by an Angel. | 
The Tenth Perſecution ended in 

tirely, June 13th. 
Maximin acknowledges the 
of Chriſtianity, 
CHRISTIANITY TRIUMPHS. 


